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1798 conTINCED. 


Trish migrants at Paris, 

M'Mahon, Member of the Executive Committee, s Prosby- 
terian parson from the County of Down, forced to emigrate in 
Tune last,' came over to London, where he met with Quigley, who 
was likewise obliged to leave Ireland. They stayed together 
in London, imitating tho Patriots in the mode of forming 
Societies after the plan of United Irish. They had heard of 
the expedition at the Toxel being intended for Ireland, and it 
was agreed on that an insurrection should be attempted in 
London, as soon as the landing was effected in Ireland. 
Colonel Despard was to be the leading person, and the King 
and Council were to be put to death, &e.* Their force was 
estimated at 40,000, ready to turn out. M’Mahon, hearing 


1 No date is attached to this paper, but, from incidents mentioned in it, 
we may infer that it was written in the latter half of the year 1797. 

* In the evidence produced st the trial of Despard, there was nothing, 
I believe, tending to implicate him in the tressonable desigus of the 
‘United Irishmen: from the sbove account, however, he appeara to have 
been one of the most sanguinary of that not over-scrupulous association. 
After it was dimolved, Despard conceived one of the wildest and most 
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he waa traced to London, resolved on going for France, and 
took Quigley as his interpreter: he got a subscription made 
to pay Quigley’s expences, and collected twenty-five guiness, 
fifteen of which were given by a Mr. Bell, of the City, (sum- 
moned on the trial of O'Connor), and ten guineas by Cham- 
pera, of Abbey Street, Dublin, who has been this long time in 
London, keeping up a correspondence (aa I believe) between 
Lewin, &c. 

M’Mahon and Quigley went over to Cuxhaven, thence di- 
rectly for Holland, were on board the fleet, and, when the 
oxpedition went off, proceeded to Paris. They there found 
‘Lewins, but conld get no satisfactory answers from him relative 
to his communications with the French Government. A 
quarrel was the consequence; and Quigley was despatched pri- 
vately by M’Mahon to London, to got some one sent over to 
represent the Patriots of both nations, and to replace Lewins. 
A paper drawn up by Benjamin Binns, and which they had 
extravagant designs that ever entered the sanguine imagination even of an 
Jrishman. Without money, without arms, without foree—for it appeared 
that not more than fifty or sixty individuals, consisting of private soldiers, 
artisans of the lowest class, and day-labourers, were engaged in his con- 
apiracy,—he aimed at nothing les than the murder of the King, and the 
overthrow of the Government. Their meetings were held in obscure 
public-houses, where treasonable oaths were administered. Towards the 
end of the year 1802, the conspirators, deeming their plans sufficiently 
matured, fixed » dey for attacking the Tower; and it was resolved that 
the grand blow should be struck on the 16th of November, when the 
King intended to open the new session of Parliament; of which eircum- 
stance the wretches seriously resolved to avail themselves for destroying 
‘his Majesty, by gaining possession of the great gun on the Parade before 
the Horse Guards in St. James's Park, loading it with chain-shot, and 
firing it at his Majesty's carriage as it passed on his return to St. James's. 
‘Their proceedings were out short by the epprebension of Despard and 
abont thirty of his accomplices. Twelve of the latter, with their leader, 
were brought to trial on February 7, 1808, and their guilt being fully 
established, he and six of his ignorant dapes were executed with the 
formalities usual in cases of treason on the 21st of February, st Horse- 
monger Gaol. 
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brought over to sketch out something from, was made no use 
of; but Tom Paine told Quigley he might assure the English 
that France only made war against their Government. Quigley 
returned with Mumphort. M’Mahon has about £300 sterling 
property remitted him by Charles Bankin, of Belfast: this 
he means to employ in buying » farm. Tired of politica, espe- 
cially those of France, he is to write to Citoyen Joan Thomas 
4 la Poste reatante, & Hamburg, whom he looks on as a good 
patriot. 

Hamilton, nephew to Russel, who is in prison in Ireland, 
came over for fear of being taken up in London. He and one 
Bailey, nephew of Colonel Bailey, sailed together, the 6th of 
April, from Gravesend, in a vossel going to Holland, but 
cleared ont for Hamburg. The captain took them gratis. 
Bailey stayed hostage at the Hague whilst Hamilton came to 
Paris, to make himself known to his countrymen, and send 
thence # passport for his colleague; arrived in Paris the 17th, 
with twelve livres in his pocket: met Lewins at Brussels, who 
promised to procure the passport for Bailey. Bailey has somo 
money, is a half-pay officer, came lately from Ireland, haa an 
account of the forces in the different parts of Great Britain 
and Ireland, 

Macin, s farmer's son in the County of Louth, went with 
the two Byrnes, as likewise 

Burgess, a young man from Droghoda, speaks of returning. 

Lowry, well-known ; at present, very ill, 

Teeling, ditto, had » letter from ——, whom he met in 
London, to the Abbé Sieyes, and one from a person of the 
name of Webb, in King Street, to Tom Paine. 

O'Finn and his wife went over about Christmas, more to 
avoid his creditors, and had no money but « bill on Ireland, 
which had nine or ten months to run—applied to Buonaparte 
to give him cash for it; appears to be either a fool or knave. 
His wife is English, is coming over, and will bring some 
papers. 
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Colonel Tandy is actually starving, having sold his buckles 
and most of his clothes. Lewins has swindled him out of 
£50, and Government there will do nothing for him. 

Muir got some thousand livres—it is ssid ten thousand livres 
—that’s almost gone. He has with him s young man of the 
name of Smyth, a gunmaker, from the eame place in Scotland, 
and fled about five years ago; expects to be sent over in about 
three weeks on mission by the French Government. 

Jennings, a cousin but passes for a nephew of General 
Kilmaine’s, lives with the General. 

P. Herne, known. 

Lewins, ditto, has no money. 

J. Orr, ditto, has received a remittance of £500. 

M’Shicky, an officer of some merit, was under Tone, but 
they fell out. He is gone to Toulon with one Lewis, an 
American. 

Tone is at Roven, where there’s about 4000 men and ten or 
twelve gun-boats building. 

Tennent received £2500 of remittanoe—he instantly ont 
his countrymen, and went with one Thomas Wilson to ——, 
whore they have made s purchase, When the French heard 
of this remittance, both Buonaparte and Barras sent for him, 
but tock no farther notice than merely apeaking to him a fow 
worda of common conversation, Part of the money belongs 
to the Simmses, of Belfast, part to his brother, and £700 to 
himself. 

Maguire, a friend of Tone’s, was sent to Ireland to give the 
sceount of Hoche’s coming. 

Duckett, Secretary to Leonard Bourdon. 

Cary, frightened to America by Lord Oarhampton—brother 
to the priest who was in the Executive Committeo—arrived 
the 8rd or 4th of May from Hamburg with Duckett, who was 
then applying for passporta for one Murphy, lately expelled 
Dublin College, and one Orr, a relation of him that waa 
hanged: they are now at Altona. 
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O’Mely, an Irishman, citizen of America, went with Lewine 
to the Hague, is on mission now either in England or Ireland 
—a rich man, and a great friend of Tom Paine's. 

A person of the name of Est, or East, son of s clergyman 
in London ;! bronght over from Paris Tom Paine’s letter to 
Erskine, and got it printed—Paine told me so. 

Colonel Despard, a Mr. Bonham, young Lawlesa, and Robert 
Simau, are the only persons in whom the Irish at Paria said 
I ought to place any confidence, in case I either wrote or 
came to England or Ireland. 


Lord Castlereagh to Mr. Wickham, 
Phoenix Park, November 19, 1798. 
My dear Sir—Tone died this morning of his wound.* 
‘A writ haa beon moved to bring up Moore, the Rebel Pre- 
sident of the Connaught Directory, now confined st Castlebar. 


1 The Rev. Charles Este, one of the Reading Chaplains at the Chapel 
‘Royal, Whitehall: he had at one time a share in the conduct of the 
‘Morning Post and the World newspapers. 

* Sir John Moore, who was actively engaged in suppressing tho 
rebellion, in speaking of the leaders, bestows the following notice on 
Tone :— 

“ The day before I left Dublin Mr. Theobald Wolfe Tone was brought 
in prisoner, taken on board the Hoche in the action of the 12th of October. 
T endeavoured to see him, but he was conveyed to the Provost prison be- 
fore I reached the Castle. said to have been one of the principal 
‘and first framers of the United Irish. He ia the son of a coachmaker in 
‘Dublin, but was educated st the College for a lawyer ; and, by some wri- 
tings which are said to be his, he appears to have been aman of consider- 
nble talent. 

« He wns tried by a court-martial at the barracks the day after his 
arrival, where, C understand, he conducted himself with great firraness and 
manliness. He had prepared a speech, part of which anly he wan per 
mitted to read, the rest being considered inflammatory. He admitted the 
charge of coming in armsas the leader of a French force, to invade Ire- 
land; but eaid it was as # man banished, amputated from all nature! and 
Political connexion with his own country, and a naturalized subject of 
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It is intended that a special return should be made to the writ. 
The Counties of Mayo, Wicklow, and Wexford, are still so 
disturbed, that it is impossible, with any effect, to send the 
King’s commission into them: nothing but martial authority 
can repress tho daring outrages of the Rebels, who still infost 
those counties. We must struggle on as well as wo can, till 
the meeting of Parliament. Nothing, however, but legislative 
provision can solve the difficulty to which we are oxposed. 
The despatch received from England yesterday will soon 
give us something todo. The opponents of the Union only 
wait for Government to take the first step. The Lord-Lieu- 
tenant was to seo Lord Shannon this morning, and to-morrow 
several of the principal persons in town. We shall endeavour 
to have this question stated to the public in such a way, as will 


‘France, bearing s commission of the French Republic. He produced his 
commission constituting him adjutant-general in the French service, his 
orders, &c. He said he knew, from what had already occurred to the offi- 
cert, ustives of Ireland, made prisoners an this expedition, what would be 
his fate: on that, however, he had made up his mind. As to the sentence 
of the court, which he so fally anticipated, he had but one wish, thet it 
might be inflicted within one hour; but the only request that he had to 
make to the court was that the mode of hie death might not degrade the 
‘hhononr of a soldier. The French army did not feel it oontrary to the 
dignity or the etiquette of arms to grant a similar favour to emigrant off- 
cers taken on returning under British command, to invade their native 
country, and who had obtained their request of being shot by files of 
grenadiers. A like fate was the only favour he had to ak; and he 
trusted that men susceptible of the nice feelings of » soldier's honour 
would not refuse his request, 

‘Next morning it was found that be had endeavoured to avoid public 
execution by an attempt to kill himself. He wae discovered with his 
‘windpipe ent acrom. His execution was necessarily postponed. A mo- 
tian haa since been made in the Court of King’s Bench by Mr. Curran for 
a habeas corpus, directed to the keeper of the Provost Marshalsea, to 
bring the body of T. W. Tone, with the cause of his detention. This is 
to far fortunate, as it is to stop for the fature all trials by court-martial 
for civil offences, and thinge are to revert to their former and uroal 

nel” 
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give 8 tone to our friends and literary advocates. The Bar is 
disposed to be very hostile: the more intemperate have wished. 
to take it up in their military capacity; proper steps have been 
taken to counteract this, and I hope with effect. It would leave 
Government no other alternative but to disarm the corpe. The 
question is very little understood ; of course, mach feared. It 
is very fortunate that our Parliament is not sitting, s there 
will be time for considering the subject before it is brought 
into discussion. I shall from time to time send you whatever 
occurs on this most interesting subject, so important to the 
fature interests of both countries. 
I have the honour to be, &., 
CasTLEBEAGR. 


Mr. Elliot io Lord Castlereagh. 
Private. Cleveland Square, November 23, 1798. 

My dear Lord Castlereagh— Yon will have thought me 
ead truant in point of correspondence ; but some private busi- 
ness which I have left for s long while unsettled obliges me to 
be much in the country, and I have depended on Lord Camden 
for supplying you with intelligence. 

‘The Speaker is still adverse to a Union, and, from all I hear, 
I think it dubious whether he will not entirely oppose it. 
Parnell, I understand, talks very loosely on the subject, but, 
on the whole, seems unfriendly to the measure. 

Tn consequence of the numerous difficulties in which the 
arrangement is involved, I shall not be surprised if the project 
of a Union is in the end abandoned: and, as Mr. Pitt has 
chosen to make the attempt upon the narrow basis, my regret 
at the dereliction of it will be much diminished. 

Camden says that it appeared to be the wish of the Ministers 
that you should come to England, and that the Duke of Port- 
land promised to write on this point to the Lord-Lieutenant. 
‘The Duke, however, I find, has not yet done it, but I reminded 
him of it to-day. 
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Farewell. I have not time to add a word more. In the conrse 
of the next or the succeeding post, I will explain to you the 
state of my feelings with respect to remaining another Session 
in Ireland, If the Union is persevered in on the plan proposed, 
I am afraid it will be impossible for me to continue without 
much embarrassment to myself and injustice towards those 
with whom I am to act. 


Believe me, with the tracat affection, &., 
W.E. 


Lord Castlereagh to the Right Hon. Maurice Fitzgerald. 
‘Phenix Park, November 21, 1798. 

My dear Sir—From the great personal regard I entertain 
for you, and the anxious desire I have that the King’s Go- 
vernment should have the advantage of your assistance, at ® 
critical period, and in a measure of the last importance, I 
take the sarliost opportunity of intimating to yon, in the atrict- 
est confidence, that the incorporation of the two countries by 
8 Legislative Union is seriously looked to as the best security 
of our fature peace and for the preservation of our present 
Establishments. 

The subject is beyond the compass of a letter. If your mind 
has not already entertained this proposition with preference, I 
foel confident that you will consider it with the temper and 
candour which go great a question deserves, I should wish 
tauch to have an opportunity of communicating with you per- 
sonally, and of explaining the general outline of the measure. 
I shall only at present assure you, that no other motive than 
a consideration of local as well as Imperial security weighed 
upon the minds of His Majesty’s Ministers in looking to this 
arrangement, so their views in respect to Ireland, in the detail 
of the plan, in the great points of Reprosentation, Trade, and 
‘Bevennes, are ss liberal as the best friend to this country would 
wish, 
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I beg you will consider this letter as written in the strictest 
confidence for your own eye only. 
Tam, my dear sir, &., 
OssTLERracn, 


Lord Castlereagh to Mr. Wickham. 
Phoenix Park, November 22, 1798, 

My dear Sir—As the Duke of Portland will naturally be 
anxious to learn the manner in which the officers of the Eng- 
lish Militia are impressed on the question of their return, and 
as there is considerable danger that the opinions which have 
been very freely stated by them may reach the men and direct 
their conduct, I think it necessary to be the more particular in 
my communications on this subject. When J last wrote, I did 
hope that the only question that could possibly arise was, 
whether the Regiments who volunteered to serve in Ireland 
subsequent to the passing of the Act made that offer in con- 
templation of the limited duration of the Acts; if so, they 
could not in justice be bound beyond the intention of the tender 
made: and, in this case, it would seem necessary to admit 
their claims, and appeal to their zeal rather than legal autho- 
sity, for a continuance of their service. I am sorry, however, 
to find that a considerable proportion of the officers defend 
thig opinion, and maintain that the whole body have a right to 
domand their recal at the expiration of the present Act. I 
have had communication with some of the gentlemen who en- 
tertain this sentiment, and they reason thus; they state that 
the Engliah Militia offered their services for the emergency of 
the Rebellion, not for the general defence of Ireland during 
the war; that the men, having this iropression on their mind, 
naturally have looked for some definite termination of their 
service here, the obvious period of which seems to be either 
the suppression of the Rebellion, or the expiration of the 
Act. 
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It is necessary to observe that, in point of fact, I have no 
grounds to beliove that this reasoning originated with the men. 
I have asked these officers whether they did not offer their 
aervices generally to the King for the suppression of the Re- 
bellion, and for the defence of an important member of the 
Empire against the foreign enemy. They assume that the 
Rebellion is suppressed, and that France hss sbandoned all 
intention of invading Ireland. Denying all these facta, I put 
it to them, as a question of common sense, whether a private 
soldier was competent to decide this point; or whether he 
obviously had not, by the spirit of his offer, surrendered thia 
discretion to the Crown, to be exercised by His Majosty under 
the control of Parliament. If the suppression of the Rebellion 
gave the Militia soldier a legal right to be sent back, of which 
fact he himself was to be the judge, the claim was destructive 
of all discipline, and they could not have answered for their 
men on parade, any one morning since the insurgents had found 
it impossible to assemble in force. If this principle was inde- 
fenaible, that which was founded on the duration of the Act 
could as little be maintained. The Act was not introduced 
when this offer was made, and its limitation was a restriction 
placed by Parliament, not by the troops, in the King’s power 
of employing them in this kingdom. 

Not being able to contest the point of law, they rely upon 
the fact that it is so understood by the men, and that they 
expect either to be sent back, or again applied to for s farther 
offer of service. Whether it is 80 at present or not, there is 
every reason to apprehend that thia may be their impression, 
from the extent to which it has obtained amongst the officers. 
Tho dilemmas with them arises, either to contest the question 
upon a principle of authority, in which there is a risk of being 
opposed, or, at best, feebly supported by the officers, or of being 
riven to a fresh communication with the men whose decision 
it is impossible to foresee. 

‘Were the British Militia to press their recal, there is every 
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reason to apprebend that several regiments of Fencibles who 
were induced by the same public motive to offer their sorvices 
in Ireland would do the same. The alarming effect of with- 
drawing from this country, where the treason is rather quics- 
cent than abandoned, the flower of its army, at a period when 
the King’s Ministers have in contemplation a great consti- 
tutional settloment, his Grace will feel. The Lord-Lieutenant’s 
opinion decidedly is that, without the force in question, it 
would expose the King’s interest in this Kingdom to hazard a 
measure which, however valuable in its future effects, cannot 
fail in the discussion very seriously to agitate the public mind, 
and upon which the well-disposed part of the community may 
be expected warmly to be opposed to each other. No degree 
of exertion has been omitted to counteract, as far as possible, 
the apprehended danger. Every effort will be mado by hia 
Excellency to impress upon the officera how deeply the publio 
interests are involved in their cheerful continuance in this 
Kingdom. Tho Lord-Licutenant will find himself strongly 
sapported by some of the officers, who are alive to the im- 
portance of removing any false conceptions the nen may have 
formed on a question which must affect, in a degree almost to 
decide, the fature destiny of Ireland. 
T have the honour to remain, &. 
CasTLEREAGH. 


PS.—Since I wrote the above, I have bad, by the Lord- 
Lieutenant's directions, a vory fall communicstion with Lord 
Buckingham. I was authorized to impress upon his Lordahip's 
mind the great danger his Excellency apprehended to the 
general security of this kingdom, were the Militia withdrawn; 
and, in such case, it would be his Exeellency’s duty to repre- 
sent to his Majesty's Ministars the extreme danger of hasarding 
the measure in contemplation. 

His Lordship saw the importance of their services in the 
same point of view with the Lord-Lientenant: he went 20 far 
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a8 to esy that, in his Lordship’s judgment, the event of the 
question of Union is altogether dependent on their continuance. 
He etated, that a difference of opinion prevailed amongst the 
officers as to the legal part of the question: that Lord Hert- 
ford held that they wore compellable to serve under the offer 
they had made, provided the English Parliament thonght fit 
to renew the Act. His Lordship entortained the opposite 
opinion, and I believe that the greater number of the officers 
agreed with him. 

In respect to the Buckinghamshire regiment, he had given 
them the most distinct assurances that their stay in Ireland 
could not be extended beyond the period of the Act. What- 
ever opinion might ultimately be entertained on the legal quos- 
tion, his Lordship could not possibly break faith with his men, 
or be the person to enforce an obligation in opposition to his 
own declaration. 

Ho expressed much anxiety that the Militis could be pre- 
vailed on to remain, but thought it impossible, unless some 
specific period of return was fixed. His Lordship asked 
whether I thought the 25th of March would give the State 
swliciont latitude ; for, in that period, he conceived it might 
be managed, if the officers acted in concert, and seemed in- 
clined to go into a consideration of what measures ought to be 
taken for that purpose. I ventured to suggest that, as it was 
a question altogether between the English Government and 
the Militia, and in which the Irish Government, however 
doeply interested, could only act under their instructions, it 
appears to me of the last importance not to take any step 
without knowing the sentimenta of the King’s Ministers, which 
might counteract their views, and promaturely pledge the 
officers. His Lordship was pleased to acquiesce in this 
idea, 

His Lordship adverted to Mr. Tone’s case, and observed 
that, the Proclamation of Martial Law being superseded by the 
King’s Bench, the English Militia were exposed to the vexa- 
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tions of the Civil Courts for all those acts of general policy 
not jastifiable by ordinary course of law, which they were 
directed to execute, I assured him the Lord-Lieutenant hy 
no means considered the Proclamation as in any degree super- 
seded; that, whatever might have been the decision upon 
Tone’s individual case, had he lived, his Excellency was de- 
sired not on any account to abdicate that summary discretion, 
although the Courts were sitting, the necessity for which 
Parliament had recognised, and which the public safety still 
required; that he had, since the case in question, approved of 
sentences by Court-martial, and directed them to be executed 
in other parts of the kingdom; and that his Lordship might 
depend on tho Militia being justified and protected to the 
utmost, in the execution of those orders which the Lord- 
Lieutenant felt it his duty to impose, whether strictly legal or 
not, for the security of the metropolis. His Lordship was 
perfectly satisfied. 

I trust the Lord-Lieutenant will shortly receive directiona 
how to act on this most important question. 


Mr. Wiokkam to Lord Castlereagh. 

Secret. Whitehall, November 28, 1798. 

My Lord—~I have the Duke of Portland's directions to 
request that your Lordship will communicate the following 
intelligence to the Lord-Lieutenant. 

‘A veesel named the Morgan Rattler, Captain Doyle, lately 
arrived at’ Hamburg from Dublin, with some Rebel fugitives. 
Ghe is now on the point of returning, She goes north about, 
and means to take the benefit of the first convoy as far as 
Leith. The captain takes letters and papers from Duckett, 
Call, a Colonel in the Rebel army at Wexford, Reed, who 
fled lately from Dublin; Duff, afiae Campbell, but whose real 
name is Dornan, or Dorner, and Fallarton, to their friends in 
Ireland. Directions have been sent to the officer commanding 
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his Majesty's ehips at the mouth of the Elbe to search the 
veusel for these papers, and to conduct the vessel itself into a 
British port. Doyle pretends that he knows Holt, and he 
proposed seeing him before he again returned from Ireland, 
which he meant to do soon. 

Burges, M’Cann, and Corbet arrived at Hamburg on the 
Srd from Bergen, having preceded Napper Tandy and Genoral 
Blackwell, who certainly had not then passed through that 
city. There is one Bolton at Hamburg, a fugitive Irishman 
from Dublin, who goes by the namo of Gordon. Campbell, 
alias Duff, whom I have mentioned above, and whose real 
name is Dornan, or Dorner, is said to have been concerned in 
the murder of a person of the name of Pentland, or Portland, 
at Drogheda, Besides Tone, there were certainly on board 
the Brest fleet Hamilton, of Enniskillen, Jennings, nephew 
to Kilmaine, Maguire, and Corbet, brother to the one who 
has arrived at Hamburg. The French mission uniformly re- 
fore them passports to return to France. 

A committee of Irish has been formed at Hamburg, to cor- 
respond with that at Paris. Grey and Bolton (who is there 
under the name of Gordon), are, I understand, making attempts 
through their friends to be allowed to return to Ireland. Their 
language (as woll as their conduct and connexions) at Ham- 
burg is such as to leave no doubt of their being very dangerous 
persons, and unworthy of any indulgence. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 
Wim Wicksax. 


Lord Castlereagh to the Right Hon. John Beresford. 
Private, Phenix Park, November 24, 1798. 
My dear Sir—I have postponed thanking yon for your 
letter, in hopes of sending you some news. Lord Cornwallis 
has been engaged this week in sounding the principal persons 
in town: if Lord Pery sees the objections in a strong point 
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of view, the rest are disposed to entertain the question, some 
with a greater degree of proference than others. The lawyers 
are more inctined to reason on the subject than they were some 
time back: they are by no means unanimous, though the non- 
contents still have it. Cork is, I am told, strongly for its 
Limerick slso. The subject, though much talked of, is little 
understood. We shall endeavour, in a few days, to have it 
stated ; it is necessary to encourage the discuasion, else there 
ig some danger of its being disposed of by acclamation. 

How long do you look to remain? I do not yet foresee 
whether I hall be able to get away for a short time or not. 
The country is pretty much as you left it, the Orangemen 
and Catholics likely to quarrel in the County of Derry. 

With great reapect and regard, &., 
CasTLEREAGH, 


Lord Castlereagh to the Right Hon. John Foster, Speaker of the 
Trish House of Commons. 


Phoenix Park, November 24, 1798, 

My dear Sir—I have been induced to postpone writing to 
you, from a wish to render you some explanation of the im- 
pression which the increasing expectation of the Union being 
brought forward seemed to produce on the public mind. The 
Bar, which showed most disposition to an active resistance, 
has as yet taken no step: the body is hostile, but there is a 
considerable company of disputants, The citizens aro disin- 
clined to the measure, but some of their oraclea are favourable 
to it, os the only means of preserving the Protestant State 
against the Irish Papists and their English supporters. Cork, 
I understand, is unanimous in its favour; Limerick the same; 
the North is yet torpid—the question scoms little understood. 

I regretted much not seeing you before your departure. It 
would have been a very great satisfaction to my mind to have 
communicated with you, on this most momentous question, 

Vou. 1. c 
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Looking to it with » sanguine preference myself, I am most 
anxions to know the extent of the difficulties which present 
themselves to your mind ; exclusive of the confidence 1 always 
feel in the sanction of your judgmont, I am thoroughly par- 
suaded that, on this most difficult measure, your active and 
hearty aseistance in the detail can alone carry us through it, 
80 as to give it its due effect. 

As far a3 Lord Cornwallis’s communications have gone, they 
are as favourable as could be expected in the present stage of 
the business, in which every man’s view of the subject must be 
materially influenced by the future impressions which the 
public may receive. Lord Pery* soems to entertain the strongest 
doubts, Great deliberation and caution are necessary. The 
people must not be precipitated in their decision, lest, in being 
committed against it, they may be committed against us, and 
forget that they are surrounded with treason, No question 
ever demanded so patient an investigation ; and the first object 
for our goneral safety is, that it may be made a question of 
calm disouasion. 

How long shall you remain in London? 

With sincere regard, &e., 
Oa8TLEREAGH, 


Lord Castlereagh to Lord Glentworth. 
Phonix Park, November 24, 1798. 

My dear Glentworth—I regret your absence from town at 
this moment, as I should have wished much to have communi- 
cated with you very fully and confidentially on the great ques- 
tion which at present occupies all our attention. Ix there any 
probability of your being soon in Dublin? 

Lord Pery seems more impresved with the objections to the 
measure than any of our statesmen here present. I have not 

” Baving filled the Speaker's chair in the Irish House of Commons 
from 1771 to 1785, he was in that year created Viseount Pery. 
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yet conversed with him aa fally as I could wish and shall do; 
as his ideas are always of ihe highest value, and bear the ap- 
pearance of the years he reckons. 

‘What are the impressions at Limerick! I should suppose, 
in common with Cork, favourable. 

Until you tell me I have any chance of seeing you, I 
shall add assurances of the sincere regard with which I am 
always, &o. 

OasTLEREAGH. 


The Duke of Portland to Lord Cornwallis. 


Whitehall, November 25, 1798. 

My Lord—In the letter with which I transmitted to your 
Excelloney the proposed articles of Union between this kingdom 
and Ireland, I informed you that it should be shortly followed 
by euggestions and obvervations, which it was hoped would tend. 
to facilitate the accomplishment of that very desirable events 
but, several doubts having arisen concerning the modes which 
had occurred for choosing the representatives of the Commons 
of Ireland in the United Parliament, it has been thought most 
advisable to confine the instruction which I am to give you 
upon this part of the measure to two grest outlines, and to 
leave the decision respecting the particular mode of election 
open, until we receive from your Excelleney the result of the 
conferences which you will have upon the subject with those 
who have the most immediate interest in the rights of voting 
and in the consequences of elections; aa well az with those 
who are best acquainted with the usages, customs, manners, 
prejudices, expectations, and wishes of the country, and best 
skilled in discovering and managing the disposition of the 
people, Your Excellency will therefore take such means as 
you judge most proper for making this investigation; and I 
have st present only to recommend to you to take most par- 
tioular care, throughout the course of it, that it may be clearly 

c2 


20 MEMOIRS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF {1798. 


understood that the preservation of the righta of election, in 
every county, city, and place which now sends members to 
Parliament, precisely in the same manner and form in which 
they are now enjoyed and exercised, is one of the fundamental 
points in which no alteration whatever will be suffered to be 
proposed; and the other is, that the number of reprosentatives 
to be chosen by the Commons of Ireland is upon no aecount 
whatever to exceed one hundred. 

Subject to these two conditions, in neither of which any 
relaxation will be admitted, it is not the wish of this Govern- 
ment to dictate or to intimate any other preferences than to 
that mode which is most consonant with the constitutional 
principles of Representation, which know no difference between 
« knight of the most opulent shire and the representative of the 
most insignificant borough in the kingdom ; but, whether the 
reduction which is to take place in the number of the Irish 
reprosentatives is to be effected by ove member being returned 
for the counties, instead of two, as at present, and claseing the 
boroughs in the manner adopted in Scotland, or by alternating 
some of the counties, of which examples are also to be found 
in the representation of that part of the kingdom, or by re- 
tarning the present number of representatives, and empowering 
them by ballot or otherwise to choose delegates for the whole 
body of electors, or for a part of them only, are considerations 
eo much of a local nature that it is to be wished that your 
Excellency may be able to collect the sentiments of the 
country upon them with sufficient decision to point out the 
mode which will be the most grateful to the general feclings of 
the Irish. 

With respect to the future representatives of the Peerage of 
Ireland, with the difference only in point of number, and of the 
admission of spiriteal as well as temporal Lords, it should 
seem that a better model could not be followed than that of the 
election of the 16 Peers for Scotland; and I ehould suppose 
that 32 at most, taken out of the whole body, 6 or 4 of whom 
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should be elected from smong the Bishops, would be thought 
avery competent number to represent the Peorage; which, 
exclusive of 42 or 43 who are already Peers of Great Britain, 
amounts, together with the Bishops, to about 180. With re- 
spect to the 16 or 17 Peera who are members of the British 
House of Commons, it is proposed to reserve to them their 
right of sitting in that House for the remainder of this Parlia- 
ment, unless they should happen to be chosen to represeut 
their own body, for which they should certainly be eligible 
during their continuance in the House of Commons; but 
whether the doublo capacity of representing their own body 
and the Commons of Great Britain should be reserved to them 
under certain restrictions is a question into which I need not 
enter at present. 

I think I have now enabled your Excellency to satisfy the 
inquiries which will be made of you upon the points of repre- 
sentation ; but I cannot entirely quit this subject without adding 
@ fow words upon it respecting the numbers. which I have 
stated to be the highest which pradence, and indeed the practi- 
cability of carrying on the business, will suffer to be admitted, 
for the purpose of observing to you that, though our minds 
are made up to receive 32 Peers and 100 Members from Ireland, 
it does not follow that the representation of the Irish in either 
House should of necessity amount to that number. If they 
should be disposed to be satisfied with a more limited represen- 
tation, I believe every good purpose proposed by the Union 
would be equally well attained by » smaller delegation from 
Ireland ; and it would certainly be a mark of confidence and 
forbearance on the part of the Irish which could not but be 
considered as an auspicious circumstance for the success and 
good effecta of the measure, I mast not omit to add, for fear of 
any misconception, that it must be distinctly laid down as a 
condition sine qua non, that, in case it shall be determined that 
the representatives of the Commons should be chosen in such 
@ manner az to be entrusted with the powors either of total or 
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partial delegation, they must be restrained froia any other busi- 
nesa, or discussing any other topic than that of the election 
which they are called together to make, under the same penalties 
to which the Peera of Scotland have beon made liable, which 
penalties will of course be made to attach to the Peers of 
Ireland ander the same cireumstances. 

The fairness and liberality which manifest themselves in 
the 6th and 7th Articles, which relate to Commerce and 
Bevenue, make it necessary for me to cbsorve on the queries 
which stand opposite to them. ‘The subjects reserved for eon- 
sideration are evidently pledges of a disposition on this side to 
do everything that is kind, generous, and friendly to the people 
of Freland. Upon the last query, it may be right to inform 
your Excellency, in confidence, that Mr. Pitt has a plan in 
contemplation by which there is reason to hope that means 
may be found to make every individual contribute to tho 
exigencies of the State in proportion to the fair amount of hia 
income; in which, if he should prove successful, it ia not 
possible to imagine a juster criterion to determine the quota 
which each country should bear of the public expense. In the 
mean time, other dats must be resorted to; and it should seem 
that fairer and better could not be fixed upon than the rela- 
tive proportion of the permanent war and peace establishments 
of the two kingdoms. This cortainly may serve as 8 basis for 
a temporary arrangement for » given term, subject, at tho ox- 
piration of it, to revision and alteration, as cireamstances may 
vary or require; and you may be very confident that every 
care will be taken in such sn arrangement to give no cause of 
complaint or jealousy to oar newly united brethren. 

‘When you shall have aufficiontly felt the pulse of the country, 
and have collected their sentiments, 20 aa to enable you to 
form an opinion of the mode by which the measure may be 
most likely to be brought to  successfal issue, I would submit 
to you to spare Lord Castlereagh, and to let him come over 
here for a short time, as I cannot but think that great facility 
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and advantage would be derived from personal communication 
with him in making these arrangements, without which I 
cannot but apprehend the accomplishment of this great work 
may be considerably retarded, if not exposed to fail. 

If avy doubts present themselves to you, or any questions 
arise upon which you have occasion to wish for informa- 
tion, you will always find me ready to give you every satis- 
faction in my power, and happy to relieve you, to tho best 
of my abilities, from any part of that weight to which you are 
subjected by the importance of your public station. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 
PORTLAND. 


The Duko of Portland to Lord Castlereagh, 


Whitebsll, Monday, November 26, 1798. 

My Lord—I beg your Lordship’s pardon for having thus 
long omitted to sequaint you that I had the honour of. laying 
your letter of the 15th instant before the .King, who was 
pleased to expreas his perfect confidence in your abilities and 
zeal in his service ; and, without presuming to think I can add 
to the weight of such s sanction, you will give me leave, I 
hope, to assure you very plainly and very sincerely that, in 
my humble opinion, the proofs I have had the pleasure to 
receive of your talents and knowledge in business fully justify 
the Lord-Lieutenant’s wishes for your assistance, and the 
sentiments which bis Majesty authorized me to communicate 
to you. ‘ 

In such a case as the present, and with s measure of such 
uncommon importance in contemplation, it cannot surprise 
your Lordship that all tho King’s servants, and that the 
peraon particularly who fills the situation in which I have the 
honour to be placed, shoald anxiously wish for a personal 

"eommunication with your Lordship; and, yon will find, by a 
letter which I wrote yesterday to the Lord-Lientenant, that 1 
only deferred making that request, or, rather desiring it should 
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‘not be complied with, until you should be fully prepared to 
sutinfy the object of it. But as, by what I have the satiafno- 
tion to learn from Mr. Wickham, there i resson to suppose 
that you are possessed of all the information I wished you to 
procure, I have corrected the paragraph of my letter to the 
Lond-Lieutenant, by requesting your immediate presence in 
this country, which I hope you will have no objection or diffi- 
culty in complying with, and that I may indulge the expecta- 
tion of seeing you here by the middle of the next week. 
I have the honour to be, &e, 
PortLanD. 


Draft of « Despatch to the Duke of Portland for the considera- 
tion of the Lord-Lioutenant. 
November —, 1798. 

My Lord—As your Grace aud the King’s confidential ser- 
vants may wish to be informed minutely of the steps which I 
have felt it my duty to take in consequence of your Grace’a 
despatch of the —— instant, enclosing heads of a Union be- 
tween the two kingdoms, I am induced to be the more cireum- 
stantial in my communications on this most important object 
given me in cbarge. 

In obedience to your Grace's instructions, I lost no time in 
opening the subject to the persons of the first consideration in 
thie kingdom who happened to be within my reach. Lord 
Oastlereagh has also, by my directions, communicated with 
othera, less considerable in point of situation, but whose active 
support is ecareely of less importance to the success of the 
meaaure. I feel myself justified in stating to your Grace that, 
as far as I have yet gone, there appears to me no general re- 
pugnance to the measure of a Union. Some persons, sa might 
naturally have been expected, are more strongly impressed 
with its difficulties than its advantages; and there are indi-* 
viduals of very great consideration, whose support it may not 
be in my power ultimately to obtain; but, upon the whole, 
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there seems » disposition to consider the question coolly, and 
many, notwithstanding their reluctance to make an absolute 
declaration of their intentions at eo carly a stage of the busi- 
nese, have not hesitated to assure me of their readiness to give 
it s decided support. 

As your Grace may wieh to be informed of the particular 
sentiments of the most leading characters, I think it necessary 
to mention that Lord Shannon,’ to whom I first addressed 
myself, ia impressed in the strongest manner with tho difficul- 
tiea and disadvantages of the present system, and is disposed 
to entertain the measure favourably: at the same time, his 
Lordship wishes not to declare himself openly till he aces that 
his doing so can answer some purpose, 

Lord Ely* (relying on the favour of the Crown in an object 
personal to himself) is prepared to give it his utmost support. 

Lord Pery* expressed strong doubts upon the question itself, 
and much apprehension lest the division of sentiment it must 
occasion might, at the present moment, be injurious to the 
public safety. His Lordship, in a subsequent conversation 
with Lord Castlereagh, said he should certainly not pledge 
himself hastily against it; and, should the measure in progreas 
receive such a support from Parliament and from the country 
as justified persoverance on the part of ministers, he should 
feel it hia duty to surrender his own opinion, and give it his 
best assistance in the detail. 

Lord Yelverton‘ had no hesitation upon the principle: it 
met his ful) approbation. 

1 Richard, second Earl. He was created a British Peer by the title 
of Baron Carleton in 1786. 

* ‘The Right Honoursble Charles Tottenham, crested 1785 Baron 
‘Loftus, 1789 Viscount Loftus, and 1794 Earl of Ely. 

® He had filled the Speaker's chair in the Irish House of Commons 
from 1771 to 1785, in which year he was created Viscount Pery. 

« Barry Yelverton, Attorney-general of Ireland in 1762, Lord Chief 
Baron of the Exchequer in 1784, and raised to the Peerage in 1795 us 
Lord Yelverton, Baron Avonmore. 
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Lord Kilwarden! expressed -himsdlf guardedly, but appeared 
‘vehawa no particular objection to the ides. 

‘Lord Carleton’ professed not to have considered the question 
with much attention, but at present saw many difficulties, 
which perhaps might disappear upon further investigation. 

‘Mr. Conolly had always been a decided friend to a Union, 
and waa resdy to give it his best assistance. 

The Attorney and Solicitor-General very well disposed. 

The Duke of Leinster,? to whom I felt it my duty to men- 
tion the measure, was reserved, and seemed disinclined to give 
an opinion, which I did not think it necessary to pross for 
from his Grace, 

The sentiments of the several other persons who have 
hitherto been communicated with, are, upon the whole, favour- 
able; but I have not yet sounded a sufficient number to enable 
me to judge of the disposition of the Parliament at large. 

Having put your Grace in possession of the opinion of some 
of the leading persons now in town, sa far as their minds are 
yet made up on the question, I should wish to give your Grace 
some information, were it in my power, how the public at 
large are disposed to it, As yet the measure is not suffi- 
ciently understood, nor has it boon brought into general dis- 
‘useion, 80 a8 to enable me to form any correct judgment on 
this point. Measures will be taken in tho course of » fow 
days to bring the general principle into consideration in the 
most favourable point of view. 

IT have reason to hope that the inhabitants of Munster, but 
particularly the citizens of Cork, are partial to the measure. 

‘ Arthur Wolfe, Solicitor-general of Ireland in 1787, Attorney 
general 1789, Lord Chief Justice of the Court of King’s Rench in 1798, 
and the same yeer created Baron Kilwarden of Newlands. 

* Hugh Carleton, Solicitor-general of Ireland in 1779, Lord Chief 
Justice of the Common Pleas 1787, crested Baron Carleton in 1789, and 
‘Viscount Carleton in 1787, 

* William Eobert, second Duke, elder brother of Lord Edward 
‘Fitegerala. 
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‘The principal opposition may be expected in Dublin, the 
rather, as the fears af decay incident to « metropolis will be 
much excited by the activity of the Bar. Communications 
have taken place and spplications been made to the Sheriffs, 
to call an aggregate mecting of the City so soon sz the mea- 
sure is avowed, to which they have consented. The Bar alzo 
have it in contemplation to meet. 

Every endeavour has been, and shall be used, to keep back, 
if possible, opposition till the question has been more discussed 
and is better understood. Already the repugnance of the Bar 
has, in some degree, been softened; and I entertain a sanguine 
hope that, if the country can be prevented from pledging 
itself precipitately, all classes of the community may be 
awakened to a sense of its advantages. 

Your Grace may depend on my utmost efforte being directed 
to the furtherance of this great work, so important to preserve 
this kingdom in connection with Great Britain ; and I shall 
not fail to communicate to your Grace the particulars of my 
progress in the execution of the task confided to mo. 

I have the honour, &c., 


Mr. Elliot to Lord Castlereagh. 

Private. Cleveland Square, 27th November, 1798. 

My dear Lord Castlereagh—Your letter of the 19th was 
six days in coming, and I hed not till yesterday an oppor- 
tunity of sounding the Duke of Portland's sentiments on the 
subject alluded to in it. Yon are, I hope, mistaken in think- 
ing that the Duke still retsina any jealousy of tho policy of 
the original measure adopted with respect to the State pri- 
soners. All the conversations I have had with him on that 
topio justify me in belioving that he is now porfectly sensible 
of the advantages which have reeulted from that act of your 
administration. He is, however, decidedly for the plan of 
strict custody ; and, as his despatch was written after a dis- 
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cussion of the point in the Cabinet, I do most earnestly recom- 
mend it to yon not to take any atep which may at all deviate 
from the course he has recommended, without « full regular 
official communication with him. For my own part, I cannot 
eonocive that any danger would be likely to aceruo from the 
exile of the lesders under the precantions you suggest; and 
it would certainly be for the dignity of Government to be 
guided by the most liberal oonstraction of the agreement, 
Nevertheless, if you ever relax the rigour of their confinement 
more than is warranted by the opinion of Government oon- 
veyed in the Duke of Portland's despatch, and it should excite 
any clamour, you might be brought into an embarrassing pro- 
dicament, unless there should be some previous official corre- 
spondence. I carefully concealed from the Duke of Portland 
that I had heard from you on this matter, as he is very sore 
about the want of official communication from Ireland. It 
would give me concern that this circumstance should reach 
Lord Cornwallis's ear, because I know his knowledge of it 
would not tend to heal the wound. I am confident that, if 
despatches of the nature I mentioned in s former letter were 
regalarly transmitted to the Duke, it would be the means of 
restoring harmony where it is much wanted. You, perhaps, 
might contrive to suggest’ the expediency of this sort of cor- 
respondence to Lord Cornwallis, without giving him an im- 
pression that there is any coldness or misunderstanding on the 
part of the Duke of Portland. 

I do not know whethor Mr. Pitt has soon the Speaker 
within these few days. Both Pitt and the Duke of Portland 
are sanguine on the success of the Union. 

Farewell. Iam called away, which I regret, as I wished 
much to write at length to you by this post. I shall, however, 
certainly write again to-morrow. 

Ever yours most truly, Ww. EL. 

PS. I return Emmett’s letter. 
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Mr. Elliot to Lord Castlereagh. 
Cleveland Square, November 28, 1798, 

My desr Lord Castlereagh — Since I wrote yesterday, I 
find Mr. Pitt has had another interview with the Speaker, 
which, however, has terminated in nothing decisive. He has 
also seen Parnell,! but I understand their conversation was not 
at all conclusive. Parnell, 1 shonld guess, is certainly to be 
gained; and I wish Pitt had begun to treat with him sooner. 
Since the measure is embarked in, I feel anxious for its sncoeas, 
Even on its present narrow and contracted basis, I believe it 
will be productive of advantage to the Empire. If the Oatho- 
lics are wise, they will acquiesce in it; but I am afraid we 
have left them ground of complaint. I cannot be easily per- 
auaded that, if more firmness had been displayed here at first, 
& Union might not have been accomplished, including the 
admisaion of the Catholic claims; but Mr. Pitt has, with a 
lamentable facility, yielded this point to prejudice, without, I 
suspect, acquiring » support in any degree equivalent to the 
sacrifice, Thus s question tending to generate dissension re- 
mains open, when it might have been closed for ever. 

My sentimenta on this topic were not unknown to you before 
my departure from Dublin, and, 1 must confees, they are 
rather confirmed than changed ; and they must, I fear, deter- 
mine me to withdraw from my present situation. At the same 
time, I do most sincerely assure you that my wishes are en- 
tirely the other way. At this critical conjuncture, I cannot 
help feeling an anxiety to remain st wy post under your 
banner. I shall ever retain the most earnest solicitude for the 
euecoaa of Lord Cornwallis’s Government, on the duration of 
which I am fully convinced the prosperity of the Empire 
depends ; and the friendahip I have formed with you has given 
me, in point of society, sn interest in Ireland I never expected 


1 Sir John Parnell, Chancellor of the Irish Exchequer. 
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to acquire. In the varions discussions on the Union, however, 
the Catholic question will, of course, be brought forward; and 
eines, after the most mature consideration, I cannot reconcile 
tho exclusion of the Ustholies to any principle, either of justice 
or of sound policy, it is quite impossible for me to vote against 
proposition for the admission of their claims.t 

If I could stay away from the House when the question is 
Aebated (and it may be agitated frequently), others would have 
& right to look for similar indulgence on more convenient ocea- 
wiona, and my example could not fail of operating injuriowly 
to Government in the progress of 8 measure, no part of which 
will probably be carried, without the enforcement of severe 
Partiamentary discipline. To avoid, therefore, this difficulty, 
and other embarrsasments srising from the seme source, I 
have, after much serious reflection, resolved to beg the Lord- 
Lieutenant's permission to retire, and propose writing to him 
either by this day’s or to-morrow's post. You msy, perhaps, 
think I have been dilatory in forming my decision on this 
subject ; but I waited, in order to ascertain the principle on 
which the Union was to be proposed, and I was unacquainted 
with the assurance given to the Chancellor until it was com- 
monicated to me in the letters which I received from Lord 
Cornwallis and yourself in the middle of the last week. It 
may, porhape, be deemed desirable that I should settle snd 
deliver over the business of the office to my successor; and, 
in this case, I shall with great pleasure stay in Ireland till the 
approach of the Session, and will postpone the private business 
which I came hither to adjust until my return, 

As the Duke of Portland has written to the Lord- 
Lieutenant, to request your coming to England, I hope to see 
you shortly, and beg you will let me know when we may 
expect you. 

‘There is no news. Iam afraid Austria will delay the com- 
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meneament of hostilities till the last moment; and, if posible, 
will, I sappose, make peace. I hope peace, however, will not 
be practicable to her. 

Farewell, my dear Lord Oastleresgh. Remember me in 
the most affectionate manner to Lady Oastlereagh, and believe 
me, most unalterably yours, 

W.E. 


Lord Castlereagh to the Bishop of Ossory. 
Phomix Park, November 25, 1798. 

My dear Lord—Your Lordship is, no doubt, acquainted 
with the genoral aspect of affairs on this side of the water, 
Our progress, on # particular subject, has not yet been sufi- 
cient to enable us to judge with precision of the difficulties we 
shall have to encounter. That they must be considerable is 
in the nature of the question. But I see no reason to appre- 
hend that, with firmness and perseverance, they may not be 
surmounted. . 

The strong interest your Lordship takes in the sucoses of 
this measure, and the very important services your Lordship 
is enabled to render in its proceeding, will, I trust, justify and 
exouse me to your Lordship in expressing » very earnest desire 
to see you in this kingdom as early ss your Lordship can make 
it compatible with your domestic arrangements, 

T have the honour to be, &0., 
CasTLEREsGa. 


Lord Castlereagh to Lord Longueville 
Phoenix Park, November 28, 1798. 
My dear Lord—My Lord-Lientenant much regrets your 
absence from town at the present moment. His Excellency 
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would have wished to converse with your Lordship on the 
measure of strengthening our connexion with Great Britain by 
a Legislative Union, which shall pledge the whole force and 
resources of the Empire to the security of every part, and 
make thst support which we now receive as an act of favour, 
an act of duty, on the part of England. The subject is too 
wide fora letter. I should be glad to communicate freely with 
your Lordship on this most important question, and am most 
desirous of knowing your Lordship’s sentiments, which cannot 
fail to have the greatest weight in the south, particularly in 
Cork. 
I have the honour to be, &., 
CASTLEREAGH, 


Lord Castlereagh to the Right Hon. Sir Laurence Parsons, Bart.’ 
Phamix Park, November 28, 1798. 

My dear Sir—The disposition I know you feel to consider 
deeply every proposition affecting the public interests aseures 
me, whatever may be your final decision, that you will coolly 
investigate the great question which has of late occupied the 
attention of the Governments of both countries. 

The times require that we should, if possible, strengthen the 
empire as well as this kingdom, Woe at presont require, and 
shall continue, I fear, to require, a larger military force than 
our own resources can supply. There can be little doubt that 
8 Union, on fair and liberal principles, effected with the good- 
will of both kingdoms, would strengthen the Empire; and 
there can be as little question that Ireland would be more 
gooure wore the resources of England pledged to her by incor- 
poration than as they are at present, but a a favour. 

The complexion of our internal system is most unpleasant ; 
it is strongly tinctured with religious animosity, and likely to 
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become more so. United with England, the Protestants, feel- 
ing lees exposed, would become more confident and liberal ; 
and the Ostholica would have less inducement to look beyond 
that indulgence, which is consistent with the security of our 
establishments. 

I should be happy to communicate with you at large on this 
interesting and momentous question. May I hope to see you 
in townt I know the Lord-Lieutenant is very desirous of 
seeing you upon it, In the hope thst you may be able to 
make it convenient, I shall only add assurances of the respect 
with which I am, &c., 

OassTLEREAGH. 


Lord Oastlereagh to Sir George Fitzgerald Hill, Bart. 
Pheenix Park, December 1, 1798, 
‘My doar Hill—It ia a circumstance of peculiar satisfaction 
to me that you are at present at Derry, The public sentiment 
at this critical moment cannot be in more discreet and judi- 
cious hands. As to argument on the question, the pamphlet 
which I enclose ig 8 magazine of the first materials ; reprint it 
at Derry, and circulate it as widely as possible; discourage 
warmth or oarly declarations on cither side; keop the public 
mind in a deliberate state; and I am sanguine enough to hope 
the event must be favourable, Derry, under its present 
guidance, has long been the counterpoise to Belfast, and the 
rallying point for the loyalty of the North. I trast its good 
sense will be equally distinguished on the momentous question 
we are now called on to consider. I have the utmost reliance 
on your address, influence, and zeal. 
I am, with great regard, 
CasTLEREAGH, 


} Member for Derry, und Colonel of the Londonderry Militia, married 
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Lord Castlereagh to the Rt. Hon. George Ogle, 
Phoenix Park, December 4, 1798. 

My dear Sir—I made an attempt to sce you last Friday, 
but my letter found you out of town. I was very desirous 
of communicating with you on the important question at 
present undet consideration in both countries. Ag I know no 
member of the Legislature who more anxiously and zealously 
endeavonrs to strengthen our constitution in Ohurch and 
State, I am induced to hops that you will feel the importance 
of incorporating our reprosentation with the Protestant Legis- 
lature of Great Britain, thereby making our eatablishments 
correspondent to our population, and pledging for ever the 
strength of the Empire to their permanent security. Nothing 
but the strongest sense of duty would induce the Government 
of either country to encounter a measure of such difficulty at 
such @ moment. They feel it essential to their joint interests, 
and, therefore, do not shrink from the undertaking. 

T shall be happy to avail myself of the first opportunity'of 
communicating with you more in detail on this important 
question. 

I have the honour to be, &., 
CASTLEREAGH. 


Lord Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland. 
Phenix Park, December 5, 1798. 

My Lord—Sineo I last had the honour of addressing your 
Grace on tho subject of the Union, I have had an opportunity 
of extending my communications with individuals, and of 
observing, in some degree, the first impressions prodnced 
on the public mind by the agitation of this important ques- 
tion. 

I bog leave to refer your Grace to Lord Castlereagh (whom, 
I trust, I ehsll be enabled to despatch from hence to-morrow 
evening) for the particular sentiments of the several persons 
who have been sounded, since I last addressed your Grace, on 
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the measure. The general result ensbies me to confirm the 
opinion stated to your Grace in my despatch of the ———, 
that the prevailing disposition amongst those with whom I 
have had communication ia to entertain the question dispas- 
sionately, and to rest their decision upon the merits of the 
arrangements when detailed, rather than to reject the prin- 
ciple of the meagure, 

The opponents of the Union are desirous to prevent the 
diseussion of the subject, and leave no meana untried to com- 
mit the public, in the first instance, against the measure, a 
subvorsive of the Constitution; and, as such, not to be enter- 
tained. Pains have been taken to represent an aoquiesconce 
in its principle as a violation of the oath of a yeoman, in which 
he swears to support and maintain the “‘ Constitution of this 
Kingdom as by lato established.” 

The Bar have been most forward in their opposition, and 
have been this day assembled as a corps, it is understood, with 
am intention of taking up the question. Should that learned 
body be so intemperate as to set an example to the yeomanry 
at large, unconstitutional in the extreme, and dangerous to 
the publio safety, I shall feel myself called on, in the outset, 
to meet this attempt to overawe the King’s Government and 
the Legislature with decision, 

Iam happy to observe that the leading Catholics, notwith- 
standing the measure is understood by them to be unoonnected 
with any immediate extension of constitutional privileges to 
their communion, express themselves highly in its favour. 
Lord Fingall,' whose good senso is as distinguished as his 
attachment to his Majesty’s Government and to the British 
connection, has expressed much satisfaction that it was not 
meant to complicate the question of Union by attempting, at 
present, any change in the Test Laws. He considers it ‘would 
be injurious to the Catholic claims to have them discussed in 
the present temper of the Irish Parliament, and was sstisfied 

+ Arthur James, eighth Earl. 
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it would hazard the success of the Union, without serving the 
Catholica; and considers it much more for their interest that 
‘the question should rest, till it could be submitted, in quieter 
times, to the unprejudiced decision of the United Parliament, 
relying on their receiving hereafter every indulgence which 
could be extended to them, without endangering the Pro- 
testant establishment. 

Lord Kenmare! joined in this sentiment, and is as warm 
advocate for the measure; both these noblemen expressed an 
anzious wish to see the Catholic clergy rendered less dependent 
on the lower orders, by having s reasonable provision ander the 
State. 

Lord Castlereagh has seen Dr. Troy, and finds his senti- 
ments perfectly correspondent with those of my Lord Fingall 
and Lord Kenmare. He expressed himself perfectly satisfied, 
provided no bar to their future hopes made a part of the mea- 
sare, and was ready to use his utmost influence in its support, 
Upon the whole, it appears to me, as far as the dispositions of 
the Catholics have yet disclosed themselves, that there is every 
reason to expect from them s preference for the measure. An 
active support from that body would not perhaps be advan- 
tageous to the success of the Union. It would particularly 
increase the jealousy of the Protestants, and render them less 
inclined to the question. 

I feel it unnecessary at present to trouble your Grace more 
st length upon this interesting question, as Lord Castlereagh 
will be enabled to explain to your Grace my sentiments on 
every part of the subject, particularly on the topics treated of 
in your Grace's despatch of the 25th, marked Secret. I trust 
that the Speaker sud Sir John Parnell will not have left Lon- 
don before Lord Castlereagh’s arrival, as I consider it highly 
important that he should have an opportunity of hearing them 
state their opinions before the King’s ministera on the ques- 

* Valentine Browne, created, in 1798, Baron of Castlerose, and Vis- 
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tion. Some of the King’s Irish servants appear to be amongat 
the most impracticable in their opinions, and I feel confident 
that your Grace will leave no means untried to impress these 
gentlemen more favourably before their return to this king- 
dom. 
I have the honour, &., O. 

PS. 1am happy to inform your Grace that the good senso 
of the Bar has prevailed, and that the meeting has dispersed ; 
it being the decided opinion of the majority that any delibe- 
ration on the question or political measure, in their military 
capacity, was highly criminal. I trust the failure of this 
attempt to make it s question of arms will secure us sgainat 
any interference of a similar description. A goneral Bar 
meeting is summoned, I understand, for Sunday next. 


Rt. Hon. Isaac Corry to Lord Castlereagh. 

My dear Lord—I send you enclosed a note, stating the pro- 
ceedings of the Bar on Sunday. I won’t take-up your time 
with any observations, other than to say I have seen a draft of 
a Protest or Statement on the subject. Cooke, who dintd 
with me to-day, has seen it here. 

Your faithfal, obedient servant, 
Isaac Corky. 


Mr, M'Clelland to the Rt. Hon. Teac Corry. 
‘Temple Street, Sunday evening, December 9, 1798. 

My dear Cotry—As I sm eure you are anxious to know the 
result of our meeting to-day, I will give you a hasty sketch of 
our proceedings, I intended to have called on you for the pur- 
pose, but professional business has prevented me. We met 
about twelve o'clock, and broke up about six, Ssurin opened 
tho debate, by proposing a Resolution that “the measure of a 
Legislative Union of this kingdom and Great Britain was an 
innovation which it would be highly dangerous and improper 


38 MEMOIRS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF 11798. 


to propose at the present juncture to this country.” This 
motion was artfully calculated to avoid giving an exprese 
opinion on the question of a Union; st the same time, that the 
public might be induced to suppose that we had given such an 
opinion, Saurin avowed such to be his object, by exprossing, in 
decided terms, his aversion to a Union, and his hopes that, by 
similar resolutions throughout the kingdom, the measure might 
be frustrated. He was seconded by Spencer. St. George 
Daly then proposed an adjournment for a month, in order to 
avoid a premature discussion of the question. 

This motion was followed by several violent harangues, some 
of them pronounced by men notoriously disaffected. These 
republicans (as might be expected) inveighed violently against 
the insidious views of Great Britain and its ministers, and 
attributed all our misfortunes to that source. I seized an 
opportunity of speaking immediately after one of these violent 
agitators; and, after reprobating as strongly as I could the 
language they had held, and the manner in which they had 
debated the question, I called upon the meeting to join with 
me in the sentiment that this kingdom must stand or fall with 
Great Britain, and that whoever ventured to bint at a sepa- 
ration of them was an enemy to his country. This proposition 
was received with the warmest approbation. 

Having thus roused the loyalty of the meeting, I urged, as 
strongly as I could, the reasons which occurred to me for 
postponing the discussion of tho subject, untit we hear the in- 
tended terms of the Union, or whether the measure would in 
any shape be brought before Parliament. I flattered myself 
on sitting down with a considerable support, but some deml- 
tory speeches afterwards drove away many who would have 
voted with us. On the division, thirty-two voted for the 
adjournment, and s hundred and sixty against it. The Reso- 
lution was then earried by the same majority. 

This is a defeat far beyond what I expected ; however, I 
hope we may in some measure defeat the great effect expected. 
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to be produced by it. Daly and I intend bringing forward a 
protest against tho Resolution, which will be signed by many 
not present at the meeting. I foreseo that, in withstanding 
and opposing the violence of the opposite party, I shall be held 
out asa marked object for censure and miarepresentation. 1 
have slready felt a good deal of this kind of conduct towards 
me; however, they shall not thereby deter me from opposing+ 
their views. I will tell you more of this when I see you. 

Excuse this hasty sketch of our debate, and believe me, 

Yours sincerely, 
James M’OLELLAND, 


The Eark of Londonderry to Lord Castlereagh. 
Mount Stewart, December 10, 1798, 

Dear Csatlereagh— You desire me, in your last, before sail- 
ing, to write to you in Loudon on the sabject of the Union, 
and let you know how it is relished in the North. Lord 
Camden lately expreased the same wish, which induced me to 
aond him a farrago, chiefly from my own brains, 8 I have had 
very little opportunity of collecting the opinions of others ; 
and, sinco possibly he may show it to you, I shall not repeat 
any thing I said to him. Few in this county know that the 
question is positively to be agitated, and of course it is not 
talked of seriously, nor with much earnestness. I have given 
the pamphlet you sent to some few to read, but have heard 
none argue with any keenness either for or against: Coun- 
sellor Jchnaon, I am told, speaks in approbation of it ; 80 dosa 
Oraufard: this I did not expect; but, as others of a certain 
description look up to them as political guides, I infer the 
popular current will not be very strong in this corner of the 
North against the messure. I conclude most of those who 
were actuated with a strong reforming spirit entertain’ such a 
dislike and antipathy to the present subsisting Parliament of 
the country, that they will not be vory adverse to any change 
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that will rid them of what they deem so very corrupt a legie- 
lature. Crsufurd’s opinion will be adopted by many of the 
Belfast people, for it will have further to recommend it, the 
idea of an influx of wealth, from & more extensive and flourish- 
ing commerce, of which Belfast is sure to have a principal 
share, The lower order of manufacturers and farmers, unleas 
eet going by the upper ranks, will concern themselves little 
about the matter. Olelland tells me he has written to you last 
Friday, not knowing of your sailing, to ssy M’Guan has con- 
eented to prosecute all the State prisoners confined in Belfast, 
or whose namea he returned, s very few excepted, unleas they, 
in one month after notice, consent to transport themselves to 
America, This intimation, I believe, ia operating upon Steol 
Dickson, as Mathews tells me he hears from Portaferry that 
he intends going to America. Having got this hold over 
them, I think Government should force them all to leave the 


country. 
Dear Castlereagh, 
Ever your affectionate Fathor, 
Lonponperry. 


Mr. Cooke to Lord Castlereagh. 
Dublin, December 11, 1798. 

My dear Lord—We have a good deal of natural ferment in 
town among bankers, merchants, &c., who are to have a meet 
ing on Tuesday next. 

I hear of an adverse Hunting Club at Dundalk, and some 
disposition to move at Armagh. 

Tho violent are very violent. No publications yet that are 
not entirely contemptible. 

The Bucke Militia are determined to retum: Lord Buck- 
ingham made a fine speech—only 200 would stay. They 
have lost great numbers by sickness, and the men are fright- 
ened. 

‘The Protest is going on. It waa drawn by William Smyth, 
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‘who was affronted with Saurin for not ssking his opinion as to 
calling the meeting of the Bar. 

There is a neat answer to Spencer: they think by a Mr. 
Johnson, of the Bar. 

‘Would the Star and Courier receive papers for a Union! 

I do not yet know what the Catholics will do. 

T could wish you would promize leave for M’Nevin, O’Con- 
nor, and Emmett, to go to the Continent, and settle something 
as to the Tenders, 

Ever, my dear Lord, &e., 
E. Cooxz. 


Mr. John Claudius Boresford* to Lord Castlereagh. 
December 12, 1798. 

My dear Lord—t should have called on you before you left 
Treland, to converse with yon on the sentiments of those two 
bodies of people in Ireland, on whose opinions you did me the 
honour of consulting me, but I waited for the meeting of the 
Aldermen of Skinners’ Alley, of which I am Governor, and 
which consists of # great number of freemen and frecholders 
of the eity of Dublin, and to which every loyal member of the 
Corporation of the City belongs ; as I knew I should be there 
most likely to hear the sentiments of the citizens of Dublin, 
the society being as much an exclusively political one aa can 
possibly exist in Ireland, where you know they always mix 
their politics with their liquor, and declare their sentiments by 
their toaate. 

This meeting took place on the 4th, and the universal 
opinion of every person was sgainst the measure, and violently 
against it, except one Alderman James, who ssid nothing 
openly, but whispered me that he thought it the only chance 
the Protestanta had: the other citizens of Dublin, that is, I 
mean the bankers and merchants whose businesa keeps them 
out of the way of these clubs, and whe have not the same in- 

1 flon of the Right Hon. John Beresford, and a banker of Dublin. 
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ducements to attend them that I have, are about to declare 
their sentiments in a more open manner, they having called 
on the Lord Mayor to summon a meeting at the Mansion 
House for that purpose, which he has consented to do, and 
named Tuesday next, and the parties who have sigued that 
requisition have agreed to mest together on Monday, to settle 
some plan of acting at the other meeting. I will bo at both 
meetings, and will write to you after each of them. I think 
there will be some violent debating there. 

‘The opinions of the other body of men, I mean, the Orange- 
men of Dublin, I cannot so accurately tell, as it has been my 
principal aim at all times to prevent them from debating po- 
litical questions, which would be very dangerous in a com- 
munity where their numbers are so great, that we should 
be actually reduced to that miserable situation of being go- 
verned by clubs, which, in my mind, has been the cause of 
half the miseries of France. But, talking to them individually 
at the monthly meeting, which was the first Wednesday of 
this month, 1 found them mostly adverse to the measure, and 
one gentleman attempted to introduce a debate on the subject, 
which I immediately put a stop to. I would by sll meana 
advise you not to attempt to procure declarations from 
them; it is ten to one they will not be on the aside you 
wish, and, if they should even, you will lay a dangerous pre- 
cedent. 

Aa I have so fully talked to you on the sentiments of other 
pereons, and the conduct they are likely to pursus, I will say 
8 few words to you on my own. I feel myself bound by the 
opinions of my constituents, and by the Jocal injary I am 
convineed the city of Dublin will receive by it, to oppose it. 
At the same time, I am by no means competent to judge 
whether the measure will be of general utility or not, nor do I 
think the Cabinet Ministers in England are fit persons to 
judge of it, being thoroughly satisfied of their ignorance of 
the internal situation of the country. However, this much I 
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am clear of, that nothing could be more injurious to Ireland, 
whether the motion was carried or not, than to suffer the 
jealousies of the people of either country to be increased by 
it; and, if it was in my power to be of the slightest assistance 
in that desirable end, I mean the maintaining of good humour 
Detwoen the two countries, let the question tarn which way it 
will, I ahall be extremely happy. If you think my continuing 
to write to you can be of any service, drop me a single line to 
say eo in answer to this. I shall not look for an answer to any 
other letter I may write you on the subject, as I am 3 man 
more of business than ceremony, and am convinced you have 
no time to throw away. 
Believe me, my dear Lord, yours traly, 
J. O. BERESFORD. 


Mr. Oooke to Lord Castlereagh. 


Dublin Castle, December 15, 1798. 

My doar Lord— Dublin violence increases. Pamphlets 
swarm—one or two good. A private mooting to-day of Ca- 
tholics. I hear the body are not ill-inclined, and, where 
immediate private interest does not clash, will not oppose. 
Do not yet be certain. Lord Fingall wavered the other 
day. 

The Dublin argument is this: Absenteeism will increaso— 
interest of the debt to England will increase—and we cannot 
bear the drain, Our manufactures will be ruined by putting 
an end t6 duties between the two countries. All the pro- 
prictors in Dublin must be injured. We shall be liable to 
British debte, &c. 

Some detailed plan is necessary to obviate this language. . 
Can the potion be sweetened for Dublin! 

I have nothing from the North. I wish yoor return much. 

All the Buckingham stay till April, and most of Lord 
Hertford’s. There has been much mancuvre. 
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Barrington! is writing—Bushe" is writing—Jebb* is writing 
—all against. 

The answer to Spencer is by William Johnson. I hope 
you like the Lawyers’ Protest. The Lawyers’ debate is for 
the question, I hope the subject will not be in the Speoch, 
but by separate Meazage. 

Should a diasolation take place previously to the final dis~ 
cussion of the subject ! 

No packets have sailed hence this week, and none have been 
received these five days. 

Still robberies and murders in Kildare and Wicklow. 

‘Wonld the Star and Courier fight for a Union by abusing 
the Orangemen and praising Lord Cornwallis? 

Ever most traly, &e., 
E. Cooxg. 


Mr. Alexander Know‘ to Lord Castlereagh. 
Friday Night, past Twelve. 

My dear Lord—I sit down to write, though I fear the 
embargo laid on the packet-boats by the “bleak north-east” is 
not yet over. We have now for three days been cut off from 
communication ;—happily for us the times are such as to 
make it of little consequence. 

‘Yooterday, there was a moeting of the Masters of the Orange 
Lodges in this city, and they came to s resolution that, having 
associated merely to resist insurrection, it did not become them 
to interfere with respect to any other political concern; and 
that, though they did not individually pledge themselves to 


Bir Jonah Berrington, MP., King’s Counsel, and Judge of the Court 
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any side on the Union, and should hold themselves at liberty 
to come forward on the subject in their towns and counties aa 
citizens and freeholders, yet that, as Orangemen, they should 
be perfectly neuter, and take no step whatever. This a strong 
Orangeman who visited me this morning (John Hill, Sir 
George's brother,) thinks will be universally adopted. 

T bad last night letter from Mr. Black, the Dissenting 
Minister of Derry, enclosing one from Mr. Cuming of Armagh. 
I find that both were much pleased with the Pamphlet,’ but 
hurt at a misstatement of the present prevailing sentiment of 
the Presbyterians relative to the differences between then: and. 
the establishment. This, however, will very easily be set to 
rights. I consider these two men's spprobation of the sub- 
atance of that pamphlet no bad symptom of the disposition of 
the Presbyterians of the North. 

Baahe, Barrington, and Mr. Jebb come forth in print to- 
morrow. Surely all Bedlam, not Parnassus, is let out. Not- 
withstanding all this rage, I have little doubt that liberal 
terms and discreet management will bring forward a muster of 
men of no personal feelings, (but who wish for tranquillity for 
the country, and merely fair play for themselves) who will 
much outvote the political Stentors who are bellowing to the 
high heavens. Delet dies commenta, confirmat judicium, or 
aome auch expression, is the sentiment of Cicero: I think we 
shail seo it verified in the present instance, notwithstanding all 
the strife of tongues. The worst of it is that eome of the 
strongest points cannot be brought before the public. I have 
felt this peculiarly this day or two, while endeavouring to write 
upon the subject ; and I feel it infinitely easier to say what ia 
true than to say merely what ought to be sent abroad into the 
world. Farewell-my good Lord, and believe me, &¢., 

ALEXANDER Knox, 


1 No doubt, Mr. Cooke's pamphlet, “Arguments for end against 3 
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Mr. Cooke to Lord Castlereagh. 
‘Dublin Castle, December 17, 1798. 

My dear Lord—There was a Catholic meeting of thirty- 
even leading men at Lord Fingall’s on Saturday. Lord Ken- 
mare wrote a Istter to the meeting, expressing his sentiments 
a decidedly in favour of Union. Mr. Donellan was against 
it, Mr. Bellow not decided. There was no division, but an 
adjournment to Saturday next. Many thought it foclish to 
oppose & measure which was opposed by their enemies, the 
Orangemen. On the whole, the appearance favourable, 

Bellew called on Marsden to-day, and gave him # general 
account, and seemed cool, but undecided. Marsden thought 
he wished to be talked to. Bellew talked much of the 
Speaker, 

I talked much to Mr. Simon Maguire, who was-formerly s 
leader. He thinks nothing but Union can save the country. 
He says nothing can exceed the rancour of parties, and that 
he thinks it is gradually increasing. Ho says that Lord 
Cornwallis’s conduct has, in his opinion, saved the country 
hitherto, but that, unless a Union is made, there will be a 
general burst in a few years, and a separation. He conceives 
the Catholics are in general well inclined. 

The corporation of Dublin is furious. They passed tha 
enclosed Resolutions to-day unanimously ; and Alexander tells 
me he has seen & Requisition with the Lord Mayor, desiring 
his Lordship to call a Post Assembly to address the King, to 
recommend it to Lord Cornwallis to take more active measures 
to prevent Rebels and persons who have protections from plan- 
dering and rourdering his Majeaty’s loyal subjects. 

This will be an excellent tail-piece. Pamphlets swarm. 
They say “Cease your fuming” is Barrington’s. Jebb’s is 
moderate and good, and admits s great deal to the purpose. 

Rellew told Marsden that he heard the United Irishmen 
conecived bringing forward » Union was playing their game. 
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I trust your Lordship and Beresford will come home ae soon 

as possible. T am ever, ie., 
E. Coorg. 

Keatinge writes in favour of a Union. 

Blake has written to you that, in case » Union is to be pro- 
posed, he may take the sense of his County. 

Bellew said that he knew that excluding the Catholics from 
their object, viz., the Legislature, was imposed on the Oabinet 
from hence. 


Hr. Cooke to Lord Castlereagh, 


Dublin Castle, December 18, 1798, 

My dear Lord—I enclose the Resolutions of the Bankers 
and Merchants, which are well conceived, and very strong. 
Digges Latouche moved, John O. Beresford seconded; the 
Bank Directors were present. Only the mover and seconder 
spoke, 

I am sorry to say our situation doea not mend. We hear 
of trees being cut in Tipperary and Wexford; and I hear that 
in Down and Antrim there are bad symptoms. Robbories, 
murders, and burnings continue; last night, the sentries on 
the bridges were fired at. 

This day Sirr took up a man of the namo of Farrell, who 
went down with Dobbs into the County of Wicklow. He had 
a dogger with him, and s large bundle of papers, similar to the 
enclosed. 

Dr. Drennan is writing, and he transmits his papers to be 
published by Stewart, in London. It is either Daniel Stewart 
who acta as a soliciting lawyer in England, and is concerned in 
a London newapsper,' or one of the Belfast Stewarts. 

I think the enclosed pampblet is the only one which con- 
tains any solid argument, or goes rightly into the.aubject. 

Ever most truly and faithfully, 
E. Cooxr, 
1 In the Courier, of which be was Editor, 1 believe. 
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Resolutions of the Mosting of the Bankers qnd Morchante 

of Dublin. 

At a numerous and respectable Meeting of the Bankers and 
Merchants of Dublin, held at the Mansion House on Tuesday, 
December 18, 1798, the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor in the 
Ohsir, the following Resolutions were unanimously agreed to: 

Resolved that, since the renunciation in the year 1782 of 
the power of Great Britain to legislate for Ireland, the com- 
merce and prosperity of this kingdom have eminently in- 
creased : 

Resolved, that we attribute these blessings, under Provi- 
dence and the gracious favour of our beloved Sovereign, to the 
wisdom of the Irish Parliament : 

Besolved, that wo look with abhorrence on any attempt to 
deprive the people of Ireland of their Parliament, and thereby 
of their constitution and immediate power of legislating for 
themselves : 

Resolved that, impressed with every sentiment of loyalty to 
our King, and affectionate attachment to British connexion, 
wo conceive that to agitate in Parliament a question of Legis- 
lative Union between this kingdom and Great Britain would 
be highly dangerous and impolitic : 

Resolved unanimously, that the Lord Mayor be requested 
to sign these Resolutions in the name of the Bankers and 
Merchants of Dublin, and that the same be published in all 
the public papers. 

‘Wm. Diggea Latouche, Esq., proposed the Resolutions; 
J.C. Beresford, Esq., seconded them. No other person spoke, 


Lord Castlereagh to the Eark of Leitrim. 
Cleveland Square, December 19, 1798. 
‘My dear Lord—The Lord-Licntenant gave it me in oom- 
mand, bofore I left Ireland, to take the earliest opportunity of 
* Robert Clements, first Earl of Leitrim. 
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seeing your Lordship, and to submit to you the general matters 
of the measure which the King’s Ministers have in contem- 
plation, for giving additional strength and security to out 
establishments, by uniting both countries, on fair and liberal 
terms, in one kingdom. I cannot, I fear, stop to see your 
Lordship before I leave England, my stay being necessarily 
limited to very few days; but I shall entrest to be favoured 
with the first possible occasion yon can afford me of communi- 
eating with your Lordship upon this most interesting and im- 
portant subject, 
T have the honour to be, &., 
OasTLEREAGH. 


Mr. Cooke to Lord Castlereagh. 

Dublin, December 19, 1798. 
My dear Lord—Bellew waa with Maraden to-day. He 
said there would be # large meoting of Catholics on Satur 
day; that they expected he would move a resolution; but 
ho understood Lord Cornwallis had expressed a wiah that no 
step should be taken at present—that, for his own part, 
not seeing that any partionlar benefit was held out for a 
Union to the Oatholics, he had intended to move that, 
as far as the Catholics were concerned, 8 Union was inoxpe- 
dient ; that he wished not to do anything unpleasant to the 
Government; that ho thonght, if he did not propose anything, 
no one clse would; and that he was not indiaposed to adjourn 

@ decision, if recommended. 
I aball peo Lord Cornwallis upon this point. Bellew ia to 
call on Marsden to-morrow. Symptoms of disturbance increase. 
Ever most truly, &e., 
E. Oooxe. 


Mr. Cooks tc Lord Castlereagh. 
‘Dublin Castle, December 20, 1798. 
My dear Lord—I am sorry to say there are symptoms 
of returning torbulence in Wicklow, Kildare, Wexford, 
YO, 1. z 
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Antrim, Down, Tipperary. The French were expected st 
Christmas. 

Bellew was favourable to-day: he sees his Excellency to- 
morrow. He thinks the plan of Union hitherto unfolded is 
unfavourable to the Ostholica, if it be considered aa a final 
adjustment: if not final, then they have less chance with » 
British Parliament where they have no influence, than with 
an Iriah one, where they have. He is for connecting the 
clergy with the State. He thinks the Catholics will not take 
the oath of Supremacy of the Bill of Rights. He will prevent 
an unfavourable declaration. 

I think Jebb’s pamphlet very favourable to the cause. It 
is cried up here and talked of: it admit all that is wanted. 
He is against an Irish Parliament vested with imperial powers, 
and for a Parliament with local and municipal powers. The 
question is reduced to this—which is proferable—one Parlia- 
ment for the Empire, chosen from all its parts? or the cutting 
down the Union Parliament to the power of a Grand Jury t 

Ever most traly, &., 
" B. Cooxe. 

My opinion leads me to wish that the Union waa not in the 
Speech, but made a substantive measure. 


Mr. J. C. Beresford to Lord Castlereagh. 
December 19, 1788. 

My dear Lord—Being much pressed for time these last two 
days, and detained at the meetings at the Exchange, which 
took place on Monday, and that which took place yesterday at 
the Lord Mayor's, until nearly the time of my leaving town, 
I was prevented from writing to you; I, however, enclosed to 
my father a parcel of papers which I desired him to show you, 
thinking the perusal of them would, in some degree, tend to 
show you the disposition of the people of Dublin. I conclude 
he has ehown them to you, as likewise the answer I sent to 
the Bricklsyers. The resolutions which we drew up st the 
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Exchange were yesterday passed with a small alteration, which 
I made in them before they were proposed. 

I told you unequivocally that I was an enemy to the 
measure, but my dislike to it would never induce me to lay 
aside my sincerity in any correspondence I might have with 
you on the subject: and, when I warn you of the universal dis- 
gust, nay, horror, that Dublin, and even all the lower part of 
the North, have at the idea of the Union, I do not do it with 
any idea that my opinion would have a weight in turning 
Government from their design, but from » wish that thoy 
should know what they have to contend with; for, I confess 
to you, that I fear more the effect the measure will have on 
the minds of the people (particularly those that were the best 
affected) than I do the measure itself. At the meeting yes- 
terday, Peter Digges Latouche proposed the resolutions. I 
‘was called on to second them; except what Mr. Latouche said, 
who made s long historical speech, and a few words that I 
said, not « word was spoken, The resolutions all passed 
unanimously, without a comment. 1 saw several of the prin- 
cipal Boman Catholic merchants, but none of the late demo- 
eratic ones. All the Preabyteriane were there, except John 
Lindsay. I must mention to you the meoting was a meeting 
of the merchants and traders of the City of Dublin, and not 
the free merchants. 

The conversations on this subject have given the slmost 
annihilated body of United Irishmen new apirite, and the 
Society is again rising like » phonix from its ashes. I know 
from certsin information that they are again meeting in the 
Qity and its neighbourhood, and are preparing fresh publica- 
tions to agitate the people. Mr. Taate’s pamphlet, I think, is 
a pretty specimen: Isend it to you, though I think it scarcely 
possible but that you must already have received it. Mr. 
‘Taafo, Lhear, isa Popish priest, who waa wounded in the Rebel- 
lion, fighting against hia Majesty's forces. The City resolutions, 
which you will seo in the public papers, area great deal stronger 

Ez 
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than ours. Unless something occurs which is worth relating, 
I shall not trouble you with a letter till I hear from you. 
Believe me, &., 
Joun CLavpivs Berzsrorn. 


Dr. Duigenan' to Lord Castlereagh. 
Dublin, December 20, 1798, 

My Lord—You have been, before you will receive this 
letter, informed that the corporation of the City of Dublin 
has decided against a Union of the two kingdoms, and pub- 
lished its resolutions in no very temperate terms, An assem- 
Dly of persons, styling themselves the bankers and merchants, 
have pursued the same line of conduct. Every traitor and 
democrat in the City of Dublin, who could pretend tothe 
character of @ merchant on the score of his having bought or 
sold @ roll of tobacco, attended at this last meeting, which, 
however, was honoured with the presence of many very respect- 
able citizens, headed by the Messrs. Latouches,* for whose 
eondust on this occasion I cannot secount. 

The Irish Bar led the way in this premature opposition, 
influenced by men to whom the Government has heretofore 
shown great attention, as much, perhaps more, than their 
merits entitled them to. In short, my Lord, the tide of oppo- 
sition to this measure runs so strong at present in this city, 
that some of the first and most popular characters who are 
perfectly convinced of the expediency, nay, almost of the 
necessity, of the measure, are afraid openly to proclaim their 
opinions, convinced that they would, by so doing, Jose that 
popularity, which they may in proper season use for purposes 
beneficial to Church and State. 

‘We have succeeded here in preventing the Aldermen of 

) Patrick Duigenan, LL.D., Member of Parligment for Armagh, 
King’s Advocate-General, and one of the most strenuous opponents of 
the Catholic claims. 

® Eminent bankers of Dublin, 
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Skinner's Alley, a very numerous society of citizens of Dublin, 
eminently loyal, from canvassing the business; and the dif 
ferent Orange Lodges throughout the kingdom, composed of 
the bravest, most active, and loyal Protestants, have been pre- 
vailed on to adopt the same line of conduct. This is the utmost 
service the friends of the Union have been able to effect, 

In troth, my Lord, I must plainly tell you that the unso- 
countable conduct of the present Lord-Lientenant, which haa 
rendered him not only an object of disgust, but of abhorrence, 
to every loyal man I have conversed with since my return 
from England, haa induced many persons to oppose a Union, 
who, if uninfluenced by resentment against the Marquess Corn- 
wallis, would have given no opposition, if they did not support, 
that measure. God Almighty send us a chief Governor of 
more conciliating manners, more understanding, and more 
knowledge of the real state of this unhappy, divided, and 
partly desolated country, and the dispositions of its inha- 
bitante ! I have the honour to be, &., 

Patrice DVIGENAN. 


The Duke of Portland to Lord Cornwallis. 
‘Whitehall, December 24, 1798. 

My Lord—The several points of the Articles of the intended 
Union with Ireland upon which your Excellency is desirous 
of receiving more detailed instructions having been stated to 
me in writing by Lord Castlereagh, togethor with a paper, 
containing the mode in which your Exeelleucy proposes to 
arrange the representation of the Irish Commons in the United 
Parliament, I laid them before his Majesty's confidential 
eervanta, by whom I am authorized to acquaint your Excel- 
lency that they very much approve the plan you have formed 
for that branch of the Legislature; that the advantage of it 
appears self-evident ; and that they observe, with great satie- 
faction, the superiority it posseasea over all the ideas which 
wore suggested to you in my despatch of the 28rd November, 
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and the great succes with which it promises to obviate the 
most serious of the objections which ocenrred in the reduction 
of the numbers of that representative body. It is not to be 
supposed that any material difficulty can occur in the selection 
of a borough to which a permanent seat is to be given, for the 
purpose of enabling you to reduce thore which are to choose 
alternately to an even number; nor need your Excellency 
apprehend any objection from hence if you should think proper 
or find it expedient for any reason to allow the City of Dublin 
two representatives, as has been hinted by Lord Castlereagh : 
the only condition respecting this part of the measure upon 
which I am to require your Excellency to insist being, that 
the number of the representatives of the Commons of Ireland 
ia not to exceed 100, and that the chartered and prescriptive 
rights of electors are to be religiously maintained. 

‘With respect to the election of the Peors, who are to sit on 
the part of Ireland in the Parliament of the United Kingdoms, 
it should seem, upon the best consideration that we have been 
able to give the subject, that, if the precedent of the Union 
with Scotland was to be exactly followed, the following diffi- 
culties would arise :— 

First—The principle of election for one Parliament only 
appears in itself to be adverse to the constitution and character 
of the House of Lords as forming a part of the British Legis- 
lature; and the inconvenience arising from this circumstance 
would evidently be much augmented when, instead of 16, as 
at prezent, so large a proportion as near 50 out of less than 
300 members would be so elected. 

Second—That, in this instance, the danger would be greater 
than in the Scotch Peerage, because, though that body has in 
the course of a century suffered some diminution, it is never- 
theless so constituted that it is little likely to anffer any far- 
ther diminution, and the body is still sufficiently numerous to 
afford a reasonable security against improper combinations or 
cabals; whereas, the Irish Peerage, being for the most part of 
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4 much later creation, and in almost every inatance limited to 
heirs male, is likely to safer a much more rapid diminution ; 
and, as the number to be clested is to be considerably larger, 
the effect may st no very distant period be extremely incon- 
venient, by subjecting the election of so powerful a body in the 
House of Lords to be dependent on the cabals possibly of a 
few individuals. 

Third—The taking from the Crown all power of conferring 
Irish honours would necessarily reduce very considerably the 
objects of fair ambition, to which persons of consequence in 
that kingdom may hereafter sapire; and it would, besides, throw 
on Government such @ pressure of claims for British Peerage 
as must in ita effects be highly ombarrassing, whether those 
claims be satisfied or not. 

I am, therefore, to recommend it to your Excellency to con- 
sider whether a new principle may not with advantage be 
adopted as to the election of Peers on the part of Ireland, and 
that, accordingly, the Irish temporal Peers, now .existing, or 
hereafter to be created by his Majesty, should elect, in the 
firat instance, 28 of their number to seats in the House of 
Lords for life, and should, by a like election, supply all vacsn- 
cies, and that all such of the electing Peers as are not now 
Peers of Great Britain, or shall be created Peers of the United 
Kingdom, shall be capable of being elected and sitting in the 
United House of Commons. Should, however, the last pro- 
vision be thought to bear hard on tho leading Commoners of 
Ireland, the Peers to whom this right is proposed to be given 
may be restrained from being elected by any county, city, or 
borough, within that part of the United Kingdom. 

Considering the number and the professional character of 
the spiritual Peers of Ireland, it haa been thought desirable 
that they should take their sents by rotation among. the archi- 
episcopal and episcopal Sees respectively, so that one Arch- 
bishop and three Bishops may be to sit in cach Parliament. 
But I incline to think that your Excellency will be disponed 
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to collect the opinions of the Primate, or of such other prelates 
as are within your reach, on the mode in which it ia most 
becoming thst that reverend body should be represented, 
previous to the public discussion of any proposal respecting it. 

‘By thia plan it is evident that the Irish Lorda, as well api- 
ritual as temporal, will be much less under the influence of the 
Grown, and at the same time will be free from the operation of 
private cabal. Should the temporal Peers of Ireland be desir- 
‘ous of retaining in the United Parliament the right they now 
posseas of sitting in the British House of Commons, it will occur 
to your Excellency that a question of some difficulty must un- 
avoidably arise, respecting the privileges of Peerage, which, 
though I am not prepared to offer you s solution of it, would not, 
I should hope, much retard or embarrass the conclusion of the 
measure when it has attained such # state of advancement. 

‘The only other point which it remains for me to mention re~ 
specting tho election of the Peers is that no meeting whatever 
should be held for that purpose, but that lists containing the 
namea of those for whom the Peers chose to vote (as is prac- 
tised in the case of the Scotch Poors) should be made and 
subscribed by them, and sent, properly authenticated, to the 
Speaker of the United Honse of Lords, who would be to de- 
liver them sealed up st the Table, and that this should be the 
only mode by which the representatives of the Irish Peerage 
should be permitted to be chosen. 

One of the greatest difficulties, however, which has been 
supposed to attend the project of Union between the two king- 
doms is thet of the expense and trouble which will be occa- 
sioned by the attendance of witnesses in trials of contested 
elections, or in matters of private business requiring Parlis- 
mentary interposition, It would, therefore, be very desirable 
to devine a plan (which does not appear impossible) for em- 
powering the Speaker of either House of the United Parliament 
to ingue his warrant to the Chairman of the Quarter Sessions 
in Ireland, or to such other person as may be thought more 
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proper for the purpose, requiring him to appoint a time and a 
place within the county, for his being attended by the Agonta 
of the respective parties, and redacing to writing in their pre- 
sence the testimony (for the Consents and Dissents, as the 
caso may be) of such persons aa, by the said Agents, may be 
summoned to attend, being resident within the county (if not 
there resident, s similar proceeding should take place in the 
county where they reside}; and such testimony eo taken and 
reduced into writing may, by euch Chairman or by the Sheriff 
of the County, be certified to the Speaker of either Honso, as 
the case may be. 

It seoms difficult to provide, by a detailed Article of the 
Union, for the various regulations which sach a proceeding may 
require; but the principle might perhaps bo stated there, and 
the provisions left to be settled by the United Parliament. 
All questions respecting the admissibility, competency, or ore- 
dibility of such evidence so certified must, of course, still remain 
with the House or Committee to whom it is to be produced ; 
but it does not appear that in such cases thore is any benefit 
of viva voce testimony, which might not equally be attained by 
written evidence in this form, 

Porhape, in arranging the details, it may be probably useful 
to consult the provisions now subsisting by the different Acts 
respecting the procuring evidence in the like manner for the 
East Indies. 

Tho reference in Article 6 to the Tariff of the Commercial 
‘Treaty concluded with France in 1786, was intended to convey, 
in the most intelligible terms, the intention of establishing a 
moderate Tariff of equal duties, which should secure to the 
capitals of each country employed in manufacture the fair benefit 
of their reepective markets: but as to the equal as well as 
the countervailing duties, which it is proposed shall be allowed. 
as long as any difference remains in the internal duties of the 
two countries, I will procure for your Excellency a copy of the 
terms which were agreed upon in that respect when the Irish 
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Propositions were under consideration, and which were settled 
by persons of such experience and competence in matters of 
trade and commerce and the mutual interests of both kingdoms, 
that it will be evident to those who are most conversant in sub- 
jects of this nature that Ireland will have every reason to be 
satisfied with the substance of the Article. 

‘With respect to Revenue, it is intended to propose for 6 
given number of years a fixed proportion for the contribution 
of Ireland towarda the poace establishment of the empire, and 
also a fixed proportion for her contribution towards the ex- 
penses of war. Whether the proportions shall be the same or 
different must be the sabject of separate and detailed discus- 
sion ; but, on the whole, as far aa relates to the Peace esta- 
blishment, it is not probable that, in the present arrangement of 
the business, Ireland will be called on for any additional expense 
beyond what would now be her establishment at the Peace, if 
the Union did not take place. 

It will be necessary that the present Irish Revenue should 
be made perpetual (subject to repeal and substitution of taxes 
by the United Parliament), and that it should be appropriated 
towards defraying the proportion to be so fixed of the general 
Peace establishment, ss well as the interest and Sinking Fund 
of the Irish debt, and the objects now provided for by annual 
grant of Parliament; and it may be matter of consideration 
whether any surplus of revenue beyond this proportion, which 
shall arise beyond the incressed produce of the Irish taxes or 
from the extinction of debt, should be appropriated or reserved 
for the extra expences, or should, to any limited smount and 
for a given time, be applied to objecta of local improvement. 

It only remains for me to satisfy the inquiries which your 
Excellency has directed to be mado respecting the mode of 
bringing forward the measure of the Union, and I therefore 
proceed to state to you what has appeared upon consideration 
to be the most advantageous course of proceeding op that sub- 
ject; namely, that the British Parliament should adjourn to 
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the 22nd of January, the day on which I conceive you are to 
meet for the despatch of business, and that the meseure should 
be recommended on the same day to both Parliaments ; to that 
of this kingdom by s Message to both Houses, and to that of 
Ireland by your Excellency’s speech from tho throne; with 
which view, I will not fail, in pursuance of the desire you have 
communicated to me by Lord Castlereagh, to send your Ex- 
cellency the draft of a paragraph for that purpose. Tho 
answer to the communications should in the first instance be 
quite general, and » day should be fixed for taking the subject 
into consideration, which day should be as nearly aa may be 
the ssme in both countries, and should be sufficiently distant 
for a call of the House in Ireland; whether that call should 
be proposed by the opposers of the measure, or it should be 
thought advisable, (as I rather collect it may) that the pro- 
posal should come from Government; and, upon talking the 
matter over with Lord Castlereagh, it appears that, if your 
Parliament meets, aa I conceive it will, on the 22nd of Jana- 
ary, the 5th of February will not be an improper day to sppoint 
for the first proceedings in the question of Union. On the Sth of 
February, then, or the day which may be fixed on, it does not 
appear to us that any other proceeding will be necessary than a 
joint address of the two Houses in each kingdom, expressing their 
disposition to promote so desirable an object on suitable terms, 
and requesting the King to appoint Commissioners of each king- 
dom to confer together, and to prepare a plan for that purpose 
to be submitted to His Majesty, and, if His Majesty shall think 
proper, to be laid before Parliament. 

T reckon that such an Address would pass, if at all, in the 
course of the first full week in February ; in the next six weeks 
T understand it would be impossible that the Irish Commis- 
aioners should come to England, on account of the. business of 
the Parliament; but much and very valuable time would be 
saved, if it should be thought expedient that the British Com- 
missioners should name a certain number of their body to go 
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to Ireland, to collect information there, and to confer with any 
Committes of the Irish Commissioners. If the persona selected 
for this purpose are well acquainted with the English and Irish 
trade, and particolarly with the latter, more progresa might be 
made towards a conclusion by a fortnight or three weeks of 
such discussion taking place upon the spot than in as many 
months of formal conferences between large bodies of Commis- 
sionors sitting in England. 

‘The report which Lord Castlereagh will make you of the 
conversation which he has had with Sir John Parnell will 
prove to your Excellency our concurrence in your opinion ro- 
speoting the propriety of bringing the leading members of Ad- 
ministration, and Sir John Parnell in particular, to a clear 
and distinct avowal of their sentiments and intention with 
regard to the Union ; and I desire to assure your Excellency, 
in the most explicit and unqualified terme, that every one of 
the King’s servants as well as myself will consider themselves 
indissolubly obliged to use their best endeavours to falfil what- 
ever engagements your Excellency may find it necessary or 
deem it expedient to enter into for the purpose or with a view 
of accomplishing the Union of Great Britain and Ireland. 

I wish I may have succeeded in giving your Excellency the 
whole of the information you expected, and satisfying the doubts 
which may have suggested themselves to you on the considera- 
tion of the Articles ; but, if I shall have failed, I shall have the 
satisfaction of thinking that the defect will be supplied by Lord 
Castlereagh, whose assistance we have had the benefit of at all 
the meetings which have been held upon the subject. I desire, 
therefore, to refer your Excellency to him, and to assure you I 
should most willingly have trasted to his report alone, would 
my duty have permitted me, in s case of auch delicacy and 
importance, to have appeared to have shrank from any part 
of the responsibility attached te my public situation. 


I remain, &., 
PoRTLAND. 
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Bee. Dr. Troy to Lord Castlereagh. 
‘North King Street, Dublin, December 24, 1798. 

My Lord—In acknowledging the honour of your Lordehip's 
favour of the 20th instant, I conceive it my duty to state that 
the adjourned meeting mentioned in my letter of the 15th to 
your Lordship, was held last Saturday at Lord Fingall’s. 
Lord Kenmare was one of the many respectable persons, 
gentry and principal merchants of this city, who attended. 

The general opinion of the meeting was that the Catholics, 
aa such, ought not to deliberate on the Union as a question of 
Empire, but only as it might affect their own peculiar interests 
as a body; and on this it was judged inexpedient to publish 
any resolution or declaration at present; wherefore neither of 
any kind was proposed or suggested, and the mooting adjourned. 
sine die, I have the honour to remain, &., J.T. Troy: 

PS. May I presume to request my compliments to Mr. 
Marshall! 


Lord Castlereagh to the Earl of Shgnnon. 
London, December, 1798. 
My dear Lord—As I shall so soon have the pleasure of s00- 
ing you, details shall be postponed till we meet. I cannot how- 
ever avoid troubling you with a few lines, to say that my com- 
munications here, I have no doubt, will prove satisfactory to 
you. Thore is the utmost anxiety to make the terms unex- 
coptionably just between the two countries, and Ministers are 
determined upon its taking » wide range throughout tho king- 
dom. Before we reach our port, we shall have many s rude blast. 
I trust our friends will not mind it, and we shall yet do well. 
‘With the most perfoct respect, I am, &., 
CasTLEREAGE. 
The Duke of Portland to Lord Castlereagh, 
London, Monday, December 31, 1798. 
My dear Lord—I have the honour of sending you enclosed 
@ copy of the paper which my friend the Bishop of Meath 
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took the trouble of drawing for me, with a view to facilitate 
and expedite the reading of Defoe’s History of the Union. I 
don’t know whether he would like to have it known that he 
‘was the author of this paper, and I therefore must desire your 
Lordship not to mention his name without his permission. 

¥ cannot send you these few lines without desiring you to 
let the Lord-Lientenant know that I received this morning by 
Herbert, the messenger, his despatch of the 25th instant, 
which gives an account of the country, which does not much 
surprise me, or make me very uneasy ; but appears to me, a3 
well as an secount which (I know) came from Lord Kilwarden, 
to contain the most powerful and unanswerable arguments for 
the necessity of a Union without delay. I must observe to 
your Lordship, én confidence, that Lord Kilwarden is com- 
pletely frightened, so much so as to think a Union ought to 
be proposed almost for the purpose of retracting the proposal. 
Lord Ely called upon me this morning. He regretted mach 
his not having met you on the road, and expressed disappoint- 
ment at not finding you here. He professed to have formed 
no opinion respecting the Union, of course, intimated many 
doubts, and affected ignorance ; and I am certainly not autho- 
riod to say more than that he is not averse from being con- 
winced of tho propriety of the measure, 

I have the honour to be, &., 
PortLanp. 

‘Would it be impossible to convert the prophecy to a good 
purpose! Might not the Revolution which has been announced. 
he interpreted to be their accession to a share of the Imperial 
power of the Empire? and, I believe you may safely venture 
to predict that the Dutch fleet will be no better able to inter- 
yopt thst event this year than the last; and that France has 
it not in its power to give the Dutch any assistance, or the 
Trish any annoyance, by ita ships or its troops. 

P. 
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SUPPLEMENT. 


Sketch of a Plan for strengthening the North. 

Yoomanry Corpa to be considerably augmented ; augmen- 
tation to be neither paid, armed, nor clothed, except in case of 
invasion ; to fall in with their respective corpa on the firat 
parade day in every month, and to receive pay for that day— 
to take the oath presoribed by the Act. 

Generals of districts to confer with Osptains of Yeomanry 
in the presence of their corps, that the numbers willing upon 
an emergency to do garrison duty may be accurately aacer- 
tained; garrisons to be appointed. In case of invasion, houses 
of persons notoriously disaffected to be converted into barracks 
for yeomanry, and the owners either put into confinement or 
ordered into towns, where they shonld be obliged to remain 
under # severe penalty ; this to be privately arranged between 
general officers and captains of corps. Return of number of 
horses, cars, and carts that osch corps would engage to furnish 
for the public service on the shortest notice. 

If possible, Brigadier General Knox for this service, in all 
the country’west of the Bann and Lough Neagh. 

All boats plying upon the Newry Canal, Upper and Lower 
ann, Lough Neagh, and the Blackwater, to be registered 
with General Officer, and security required that they should 
be produced at certain places on the shortest notice. - 

Fort of Charlemont to be very amply supplied with arms, 
ammunition, specie, blanketa, and tools for Pioneers. (In the 
Pioneer service the Yeomanry might be very useful). Querie, 
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a supply of pikes. Governor of Charlemont to have the oom- 
mission of the peace for counties adjacent. No license for sale 
of liquors in vicinity of the Fort, on any account whatever, 
without consent of Governor. 


Plan for a University for Ulster. 

Five, Royal Schools were established by Charles the First 
st Armagh, Dungannon, Rephoe, Enniskillen, Cavan. They 
sre endowed with lands amounting to about 7000 profitable 
acres, and about 2000 bog: they are let at present for about 
£4000 » year, It is proposed that these grants of Charles the 
First should be revoked by the Orown, or annulled by Act of 
Parliament, if necessary, and regranted to the University to 
be established at Armagh, in trust, for the following parposes. 

One fourth part of the produce of the lands to be divided in 
portions to five achoolmasters—Armagh, Dungannon, Raphoe, 
Enneskillen, Oavan. 

One fourth part for the maintenance of Professors and 
Scholars in the University of Armagh. 

One fourth part for the maintenance of Scholars in the 
University of Armagh. 

One fourth part for keeping the buildings in repair, both of 
the University and the Schools. 

‘The University of Armagh to consist of the Dean of Ar- 
magh, for the time being, to be Provost; the profits of the 
Deanery to be hia salary. 

The Librarian of Armagh to be s fellow in the present 
endowment. 

The Astronomer of Armagh to be a fellow in the prosent 
endowment, 

A Profossor of Classical Learning and History. 

A Professor of Mathematics and Experimenta! Philosophy. 

A Professor of Moral Philosophy and Law. 

A Professor of Divinity of the Church of England. 

A Professor of Divinity for Dissenters. 

Five junior Fellows. 
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Salaries for the five Professors to be £150 each; of the 
five junior fellows £50 each. 

Forty Scholars, at £25 a year cach; twenty of the said 
Scholars to be elected from the five Schools; twenty to be elected 
from such Dissenting Schools as shall be hereafter named. Dis- 
senters to be eligible to Fellowships and Profossorshipa, 

The Salary for each Sehoolmaster to be £100; if an Usher, 
to each, £60, £740 to be eet apart for Premiums. 

‘The sum bequeathed by the Primate of £5000 to be applicd 
in building. Parliament to grant as much more as may be 
necessary, Government to allocate two livings to the Univer 
sity, and each of the Northern Bishoprics to allocate one. 

The Primate to be Visitor, with power to name one of his 
suffragans to hold the annual commencement. 

The Provost to be appointed by the Crown. 

The Fellows to be elected by the majority of the Professors 
‘upon examination. 

‘The Scholars to beelected upon examination by the Professors. 











SCHOOLS.— Surplus Funds, satay, Aswan 

Money. Rent, 

Erasmus Smith's Foundations ........ss0re00 8,000 2,000 
Royal Free Schools. The produce of the Lands 
belonging to these Schools, which are five in 
number, belongs to the Schoolmasters respec- 
tively, duriig their incumbency. These 
Lands produce about £4,500 per annum, 
If, after the decease of the present Masters, 
#1000 per annum should be thought suffi- 
cient for the succeeding Masters, there would 

be @ saving of .. 3,500 
The late Primate’s Legacy towards building s 

University in Ulster 5,000 
£13,000 £5,500 


YOL, i. F 
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The Protestant Charity Schools have-perpetual funds to the 
amount of £130,000. 

‘The Annual Parliamentary grants have generally been from 
‘£10,000 to £13,000. 

Note. 

Suppose that the surplus of Erasmus Smith's fands, to- 
gether with the late Primate’s legacy, and one year's Parlia- 
mentary grant to the Protestant Charter Schools, was to be 
applied to the foundation of = College at Armagh, the Pro- 
fessorehip of Astronomy, and the Library founded by the late 
Primate, might be made extremely asoful. 

If the four Provincial Schools are adopted instead of the 
Diocesan Schools, a certain number of the free scholars might 
be elected annually to scholarships in this new College, and 
succeed to Fellowships upon certain terms. This would animate 
and encourage the schools, and provide a cheap education for 
students in either of the learned profeasions. 

[Indorned, “Mr, Pelham's Notes."} 


STATE OF THE PROTESTANT SCHOOLS IN IRELAND. 

His Excellency the Lord-Licutenant desires that the Arch- 
bishops and Bishops will make the following inquiries through- 
out their Dicesses at their visitations in the ensuing year, and 
will cause their Registrars to return the answers to 
at Dublin Castle before the first day of 





Queries respecting English Schools. 

1. What is the number of benefices in the Diocese of —? 

2. What are the particolar benefices in which there is an 
Englich School, socording to the Statute of 8 Heary VIIL, 
©. 18E : : 

3. What is the number of children in each School, dis- 
tinguishing their sexes t 

4. In what ate the children instructed in each School f 
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5. Who is the Schoolmaster? Is he a Protestant! haz he 
any Iand assigned to him agreeably to the Statute of 8 
George 1., 0. 12, 5 George IL, 0. 4. 
Queries respecting Diocesan Schools, 

1, Is there « Diocesan School in the diocese of ———? 

2. In there the ruin of a Diocesan School ? 

8. Is there any land, and what quantity, for the purpose of 
a Diocesan School ! 

4, What salary has the Diocesan Schoolmaster! 

5, How many Scholars has he, distinguishing boarders and 
day scholars ! 


Queries respecting the Protestant Charter Schools and Nurseries. 

1. Ia there a Charter School in the Diocese t 

2. What number of children does it contain, distinguishing 
the sexes! 

3. Is the building in proper repair? 

4. Are the children kept clean, properly ‘clothed, and pro- 
porly instrneted f 

5. Who is the Catechist! At what distance does he live 
from the School? Does he visit it constantly? 

6. Do the members of the Local Committee visit the School 
frequently ! 


Obsereations on the Paper entitled “ Queries respecting English 
Schools.” 





2. Instead of 8th Henry VIII. ¢. 15, it should be 28th 
Henry VIL, ¢. 15. 

5. After these words, “Has he any land sssigned to him 
pursuant to the statutes of Sth George I. 0. 1%, and 6th 
George II., ¢. 4,” should be added, or otherwise and how. 


Queries respecting the Protestant Charter Schools. 
8. It ia apprehended that all necessary information relative 
F2 
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to the Charter Schools can be best obtained by spplication to 
the Incorporated Socisty. 


Improcoments in English Schools. 

8. It is here proposed that the incumbent may be required 

to pay & Schoolmaster in each of his parishes forty shillings by 
the year. 


If it be thought expedient to found s School in ezery parish, 
ought not such Schools to be supported at the public expense 

By the 28th of Henry VIIL., c. 15, every beneficed clergy- 
man is obliged to keep, or cause to be kept, an English School 
in his benefice or promotion, at his own expense. And by the 
12th of Elizabeth, c. 1, the Bishop of every diocese is obliged 
to pay one-third part and the clergy two-third parts of the 
aslary of the diocesan Schoolmaster. 

There are in Ireland twenty-two dioceses, in each of which 
there is a diocesan Schoolmaster, and there are about eleven 
hundred beneficee, in each of which (as the law now standa) 
there is, or ought to be, a Schoolmaster, whose aslaries are 
paid by the clergy alone. 

Care certainly should be taken by every Bishop that these 
Schools should be established by every benoficed clergyman ; 
that proper and well qualified Masters shonld be appointed; 
and that reading, writing, and arithmetic, should be taught to 
all the scholars, and the Church Ostechism to such as are of 
the Established Church. But it probably will not be thought 
reasovable that any additional tsx should be laid on the clergy 
exolusively for this purpose, especially considering that the 
original reason for laying any such taz on the clergy of Ireland 
(to which the clergy of England are not subject) ia done away 
almost in toto, the beneficed clergy now being all able to speak 
English, and the people in general using the same language. 
But, should » School be founded in every parish, or any other 
more extensive plan of education than that now established by 
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law be adopted sad supported by any new general taxes, the 
clergy, it is apprehended, would very cheerfully pay their pro- 
portion of such new taxes in common with the rest of the 
people. If such Schoolmasters were to receive an annual 
premium or reward, proportioned to the number of children in 
their reepective Schoole, and to the progress in lesrning made 
by each child, might it not excite a useful emulation? 

Would it not be right that the Master of every School in 
the several parishes of each union should bring their respective 
echolara on every Sunday to the parish church, that the 
clergyman might examine them in the Catechism, &yo.? If this 
should he required, it might tend to excite emulation among 
the masters and scholars, and prevent both from making Sun- 
day a day of dissipation, Ought not impropriate parishes to 
be liable to sequestration, in like manner as appropriate 
parishes are, for the recovery of the diocesan echoolmaster’s 
aslary, by the statute 22th George I., 0. 9, 8. 52 


Improvements in the Protestant Charter Schools. 

It is hore proposed to chango tho situations of these Charter 
Schools. But it must be recollected that the Oharier Schools 
and all the offices belonging to them are already built at a 
most considerable expense, and that large tracts of ground 
have been either given, or let at small rents, for the use of 
them, to the Incorporated Society. Therefore, to move them 
now, and erect new school-houses and offices, and procure mew 
farms as sppendages thereto, would be attended with very 
grest expense, and it is doubted whether it would produce any 
one good effect which does not arise out of the present Schools. 

Government can obtain from the Incorporated Society now 
a8 accurate an account of all the Charter Schools as could be 
furnished by the mode here proposed (page 7, No. 2). It is 
apprehended that the education of the lower orders of the 
people in Ireland (though capable of extension and improve- 
ment) is leas defective than that of the higher ranks. For the 
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common people, there are many schools in almost every parish, 
where reading, writing, and arithmetic, are taught, which per- 
haps constitute the best education (with the addition of some 
religious instruction) thst can be provided for such persons, 
To educate properly the nobility and gentry is a much more 
difficult science: and as experience has shown, that this is 
better understood in England than clsewhere, may it not be 
advisable (if sufficient funda can be found for the purpose) to 
establiah two great Public Schools in proper parts of Ireland ; 
one in which no teachers should be employed, in the first in- 
etance, who were not bred at Westminster School, and another 
in which the Masters should be persons who had been all 
educated at Eton! 

By such means, the gentry of Ireland in general would 
derive al! the advantages from the most improved education, 
which are now confined necessarily to the few whose circum- 
stances enable them to seck them at a distance. And perhaps 
uch an education would be found to be the most effectual 
mode to civilize the country in general. 

It is not intended that in these Schools there should be a 
succession of Westminster and Eton Masters continually, nor 
any longer than until such Schools should be able to supply 
proper teachers out of the persons edueated therein. 


CHURCH LANDS AND BISHOPS" LEASES. 

The Primacy has 100,000 acres; Derry, 70,000; Clogher, 
80,000. The lands belonging to the Bishoprics in Ireland are 
of great extent, especially those belonging to the Northern Sees, 
They enanot be let for & longer term than twenty-one years, 
‘The tenautry of Ireland will not improve lands on so short 3 
tenure; whence it arises that the Church lands in Ireland are 
in a much worse state of cultivation than other lands. From 
the shortness of the leases, Bishops are often tempted not to 
renew with their tenauts, in order, at the expiration .of the 
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leases, to make beneficial leases to their families. This prac- 
tice ia growing common ; the Bishop of Derry and the Arch- 
bishop of Cashel have made great estates to their families by 
this mode. These circumstances throw an odium on the 
Church possessions, 

The present value of the Bishoprics in Ireland is as great 
aa it ought to be, in relation to the different orders of the 
State. They arein value from £8000 to £2000 a year each. 
It would be s pradent and safe measure for the Oburch, if 
their present relative value to the fartunes of other classes 
could be preserved, without increase or diminution, It ina 
custom in some Sees to make annual renewals of leases, by 
which practice the fine becomes sctually an increased rent. If 
this practice wero universal, and if the rent and fine were to be 
turned into e corn rent, and not a money rent, the object of 
preserving the value of the Bishoprics, in their present rela- 
tion to the fortunes of other classes, would be attained. Leased 
might then be granted for thirty-one years, or three lives, 
‘The tenantry of the Bishops would be in % state of security. 
Bishops’ land would be equally cultivated and improved with 
other land. 
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1799. 


‘The calamitous events which had desolated Ireland 
in the preceding year had finally determined the 
British cabinet to propose and to prosecute with 
vigour the long-contemplated measure of a legislative 
Union between the two countries, as the best means 
of preventing the recurrence of similar disasters. 
Though in Ireland the public mind began to be 
engaged towards the close of 1798 with this im- 
portant question, it was first announced in the 
British House of Commons on the 22d of January 
by the following message from the King :— 


BR. His Majesty is persuaded that the unremitting 
industry with which our enemies persevere in their avowed 
denign for separating Ireland from this country cannot fail to 
engage the particular attention of Parliament ; and his Majesty 
recommends it to the House to consider of the most effectual 
moana of finally defeating this design by disposing the Par- 
Tiaments of both kingdoms to provide, in the manner which 
they shall judge most expedient, for settling such a complete 
and final adjustment as may best tend to improve and per 
petuate » conuexion essential for their common security, and 
consolidate the strength, power, and resources of the British 
Empire. 

On the 81st of January, the measure was taken 
into consideration, when Mr. Pitt moved eight reso- 
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lutions as the basis of it. Mr. Sheridan proposed an 
amendment tending to negative those resolutions, 
which, on « division, were supported by 140 against 
15 votes. In the House of Lords, the question on 
the address to his Majesty’s message was car- 
ried without opposition. A committee was conse- 
quently appointed to draw up the address, which, 
after a conference with the Commons, was pre- 
sented to the King as the joint address of both 
Houses. 

The ferment still subsisting in various parts of the 
Kingdom had induced the Government to bring in, 
through the Attorney-general Toler, a bill investing 
the Lord-Lieutenant with discretionary power to sus- 
pend the Habeas Corpus Act, and to establish martial 
law. In consequence of this enactment, the County of 
Antrim was proclaimed by order of General Nugent, 
and placed under martial law; and Mayo was also pro- 
claimed by the Lord-Lieutenant. It may be that the 
powers delegated to inferior agents by this Act were, 
in some instances, overstepped either from revenge or 
malice, or, perhaps, in the improper and inexperienced 
exercise of authority. But, as it was impossible to 
distinguish the motives which actuated these excesses, 
many of which were, no doubt, prompted by zeal, 
intemperate, it is true, for the interests of the Govern- 
ment and the public, it was deemed necessary to 
provide an Act to indemnify all persons who had 
resorted to illegal measures. One of its provisions 
enacted that a jury should not convict, if magis- 
trates could prove that, in what they had done, 
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they had acted for the purpose of suppressing re- 
bellion. 

The Irish Parliament met on the 22d of January; 
and, in consequence of the reference in the King’s 
speech to the subject of a Union, s debate com: 
menced upon it, which lasted for twenty-one hours, 
beginning at four o'clock, and ending at one on the 
following day. Mr. George Ponsonby moved an 
amendment, which was very strongly supported, and 
lost by a majority of one only; the numbers being 
105 to 106. On the 24th, the Report on the Address 
was brought up, and Sir Lawrence Parsons moved 
the omission of the paragraph relative to the Union: 
another debate ensued, 109 voting for, 104 against 
ita being expunged. On this rejection, the City of 
Dublin, which had conceived a particular antipathy 
to the meagure, from a notion that it would affect its 
interests and prosperity, was thrice illuminated. In 
the House of Peers, however, there was a majority in 
favour of Union. Still, no decided opinion had been 
expressed by the Commons against the principle of 
a Union; and the Lords, by retaining the paragraph 
relating to it, had so far decided in its favour. The sub- 
ject was accordingly revived, and brought, on various 
occasions, before the House. On one of these, the 
discussion of the Regency Bill, introduced by the 
late Prime Sergeant Fitzgerald, the House being then 
in Committee, Mr. Foster, the Speaker, delivered a 
speech of three hours against the Union, attacking 
the statements with which Mr. Pitt accompanied hia 
Resolutions, and superciliously pronouncing his 
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speech “a paltry production.” On the 18th of April, 
when the Report on the Regency Bill was bronght 
up, the subject of the Union was again gone through, 
but, after an animated debate, further proceedings 
were put off, on the motion of Lord Castlereagh, till 
the Ist of August. 

The remainder of the year was occupied in unre- 
mitting exertions on the part of the Government to 
ensure a successful result, when the important 
measure of the Union should be again brought before 
Parliament in the ensuing session. A tour made 
by the Lord-Lieutenant in the autumn was rendered 
subservient to that great object; for the friends of 
the Government availed themselves of this oppor- 
tunity to procure addresses to his Excellency from 
the various towns and places through which he 
passed. Indeed, it behoved its supporters to make 
the most strenuous efforts of every kind for effecting 
their purpose; for the leaders of the Opposition 
exerted equal activity and assiduity to counteract it: 
and it was stated that the sum of £100,000, to which 
Lord Downshire contributed £1000, and the two 
Ponsonbys £500 each, was subscribed, in order to 
purchase seats to bring into Parliament members to 
vote against the Union; but the money paid for this 
purpose was returned to the subscribers. A second 
pian was to find able men to write it down. 
Mr. Grattan refers to a third plan, Which the Oppo- 
sition members contemplated adopting, and which he 
palliates by alleging that “it would have merely 
been acting on the principle laid down by the Castle.” 
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“ A meeting of the friends of Government had been 
convened”——I continue to quote Mr. Grattan—“ and 
the persons who were to support the several articles 
of Union were brought forward. Several members 
spoke on this occasion, and among them was 
Mr. St. George Daly: he was one of the boldest, 
particularly active, and quite decided. He declared 
(those were his words) that bis line had been taken, 
and that each of them must select their man; and 
that he had chosen his antagonist already.”! It re- 
quires something more than the mere tpse diwit of 
a professed advocate of the assassination of political 
adversaries to believe this story. 

During the whole of this year, the northern parts 
of France rang with the preparation of armaments, 
professedly destined for distant quarters, but mani- 
festly directed against Ireland. These movements 
continued to excite the niost vigilant attention of the 
English Government; and the numerous circum. 
stantial reports of the proceedings of the enemy 
along their whole northern coast prove that it had 
agents equally attentive. If small divisions did ocea- 
sionally succeed, under particular circumstances of 
wind or weather, in stealing out of port, encountering 
the flying squadrons of those daring and active offi- 
cera, Sir John Borlase Warren and Sir Edward 
Pellew, they either fell into the hands of the sea- 
devils, as our gallant tars were named by the French, 
or, baffled and beaten back, were obliged to ran the 

‘ Life and Thmes of the Right Hon. Heury Grattan, by hie Son, 
Henry Grattan, Eeq., MP. Vol. i, pp. 73-4. 
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gauntlet through our blockading fleets to regain their 
own harbours. 

To these disasters, in detail, was added the sur- 
render of the whole Dutch fleet in the Helder to the 
naval division of the expedition sent to Holland in 
the month of August. Though the primary object 
of that expedition, the liberation of the United Pro- 
vinces from the sway of France, was not accom- 
plished, still, the greater part of the Dutch navy fell, 
on this occasion, into the power of Britain—a result 
which relieved her government from all apprehension 
of further annoyance from that quarter. 

The Letters of this period afford evidence also of 
the watchful eye kept upon the proceedings of the 
United Irish refugees at Hamburg, to whom the 
attention of Sir James Craufurd, the English Minister 
there, was vigilantly directed. Such was the dread 
then entertained of the intrigues of secret political 
societies by the Sovereigns of Europe, that the 
Emperor Paul of Russia exercised all his influence 
with the Senate of Hamburg for the delivery of 
Napper Tandy, who, after his abortive expedition 
to Ireland, had taken refuge in their city, to Sir James 
Craufurd; and he was, in consequence, given up and 
sent to Freland. 

It required no profound consideration to convince 
the Irish Government of the policy of making friends 
amongall political parties and alt religious persuasions. 
Under such circumstances, the state of the two prin- 
cipal divisions of the Irish nation, the Roman Catholics 
and the Presbyterians, and the means of engaging 
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the good-will of both, could not fail to become a 
subject of deep interest and of serious inquiry. Icon- 
sider that the papers respecting the former, in par- 
ticular, must command attention at all times, and 
that they may be referred to, at the present crisia, 
with peculiar advantage. Being independent of the 
Correspondence, they are annexed in the Supplement. 


Lord Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland, 


Secret and Confidential. Janvary 2, 1799. 
My Lord—The renewed sotivity of the disaffected, which 
Thad the honour of stating to your Graco in my despatch of 
the 2st to bave been particularly observable in the Counties 
of Down and Antrim, has not yet been productive of any open 
effort. With what immediate view this attempt, which has 
‘been very general, was made to set the lower orders again in 
motion, it is difficult precisely to trace. I have no reason to 
believe that it was occasioned by any feelings arising out of 
the question of Union. In the North, an ides of co-operation 
from abroad prevailed, and this expectation may have been 
connected with the preparations going forward in the Texel, 
The Catholics, as a hody, still adhere to their reserve on the 
measure of Union. The very temperate and liberal sentiments 
at first entertained or expressed by some of the most con- 
siderable of that body were by no means adopted by the 
Ostholies who met at Lord Fingall’s, and professed to speak 
for the party at Iarge. Whether it was their original senti- 
ment to oppose the Union unless their objects were compre- 
hended in it, or whether this disposition was taken up when 
they observed Government to be either weakly supported or 
opposed by the Protestants, it is difficult to determine. 
Certain it is, they now hold off, which can only arise either 
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from an original disinclination to the measure, or an expect- 
ation that Government will be driven to a compliance with 
their wishes in order to carry it. What line of conduct they 
will ultimately adopt, when decidedly convinced that the 
measure will he persevered in on a Protestant principle, I am 
incapable of judging. 1 shallendeavour to give them the most 
favourable impressions, without holding out to them hopes 
of any relaxation on the part of Government, and shall 
leave no effort untried to prevent an opposition to the Union 
being made the measure of that party; as I should much 
fear, should it be made a Catholic principle to resist the 
Union, that the favourable sentiments entertained by indivi- 
duals would give way to the party feeling, and deprive us of our 
principal strength in the South and West, which could not fail, 
ut least for the present, to prove fatal to the measure. 

The clamour against the Union continues in Dublin and ita 
neighbourhood. The County is to assemble on Friday ; there 
can be no doubt of the result. * 

I do not understand that, as yet, any steps have been taken 
for calling any other County meetings. 

I understand Mr. Saurin was this dsy employed in aoli- 
citing the officers of the different corps of yeomanry in Dublin 
to sign a paper stating their determination to lay down their 
arma in case the measure of Union was brought forward. He 
was refused by Mr. John Beresford, who expressed his strongest 
disapprobation of the attempt. I much fear Mr. Saurin’s con- 
duct will render it necessary for me to submit, through your 
Grace, to his Majesty the indispensable necessity of with- 
drawing, from him those professional distinctions, of which his 
former conduct had rendered him so deserving. 

The acconnta from the Provinces are, apon the whole, favour- 
able. Cork certainly is at present perfectly well disposed to 
the measure. Should it be thought politic to encourage o 
declaration from that City, I have reason to believe it might be 
obtained. 
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Limerick, Waterford, and Werford, though less eager on 
the question, are understood to be inclined to the measure. 

The appearances in the North are by no means discou- 
raging. Belfast has shown no disinclination, st which some 
of the violent party in Dublin are not less surprised than 
indignant. 

In Derry, the most respectable merchants are decidedly for 
the measure; and I have understood, from several persons 
Intely returned from the North, whose information deserves 
credit, that the linen trade, looking to secure for ever the pro- 
tection they now enjoy in the British market, are friendly to 
the principle. Newry is quiet on the question, and disposed 
to consider it fairly. 

The Orangemen in the North have followed the example 
of the Dublin lodges in declining to interfere as Orange- 
men. I trast this instance of moderation will have weight 
with the yeomanry, snd preserve them from the influence .of 
the very pernicious example endeavoured to be set them from 
hence. 

I shall have the honour of seknowledging your Grace's 
deapatch, delivered to me by Lord Castlereagh, in which all 
the important featares of the measure are most distinetly and 
comprehensively treated, as soon as I have had an opportanity 
of making the neceesary communications to the leading indi- 
viduals, for which 1 feel myself now fully prepared by the 
very decided authority I have received, and the very ample 
Instructions with which your Grace has favoured me. 

I have the hononr to be, &., 
ConrwaLLis. 


Lord Castlereagh to the Duke of Portland. 
Dublin Castle, January 2, 1790. 
My Lord—Although the period of time which has elapsed 
since my arrival has not permitted me to inform myself with 
much accuracy of the circumstances passing here with which 
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your Grace might wish to be acquainted, yet I cannot suffer 
the messenger to depart without endeavouring, in some degree, 
to obey your Grace's commands, by sending you euch details 
aa may not in themselves be of sufficient magnitude to make a 
part of the Lord-Lieutenant’s official communication. 

‘The inflammation in Dublin is extreme, but is as yet con- 
fined to the middling and higher classes. The lower orders are 
naturally indifferent to the question, but will be easily sot in 
motion, should their co-operation become of importance to the 
leading opposer of the measure. It is said Mr. Surin pas 
been but too successful amongst the officers of the Attorneys” 
and Merchants’ Corps, in persuading them to lay down their 
arms, Dr. Duigenan, whose opinions on the question are 
strongly favourable, is, I understand, shaken by the Protestant 
cabal in the city, with which he is much connected. Mr. Ogle, 
from his not having replied to my letter, I fear is similarly 
affected. I shall see Dr. Duigenan to-morrow, and shall on- 
deavour to reanimate him. Your Grace will easily conceive that 
the measure cannot be expected to be poowliarly grateful to the 
members of either House of Parliament: this naturally creates 
s decrease of zeal in our friends, and their spirits are not a 
little damped by the clamour of Dublin, J have found that 
the decided language which the Lord-Lieutenant has been 
authorized by your Grace to hold to them has the best effecta, 
and will, I have no doubt, encourage them to give us a decided 
support. 

Nothing but an established conviction that the English 
Government will never ldse aight of the Union till it is carried 
can give the measure s chance of anceesa. The friends of the 
question look with great anxiety for Mr. Pitt's statement: it 
in not only of the last importance, from the ability with which 
the subject will be handled, but from the opportunity it will 
afford him of announcing to this country the determined pur- 
pose of Government in both kingdoms to be discouraged neither 
by defeat nor difficulty, but to agitate the question again and 

You, 1. « 
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again till it succeeds. This principle is the foundation of our 
atrength, and cannot be too strongly impressed on this aide of 
the water, I have stated it without reserve to several, and it 
has universally beon received by them sa a pledge of our sve- 
cess, and that, with a purpose so manly, our friends cannot 
hesitate to stand by us. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 


OsSTLEREAGH. 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
Private and Most Secret. Whitehall, January 7, 1799. 
20 minutes past 5. 

My dear Lord—Immediately on the receipt of your Lord- 
ahip’s letter of the 2nd inst., marked most secret, I waited on 
the Duke of Portland, at Burlington House, who, without loss 
of time, wrote both to Mr. Pitt and Lord Grenville on that 
part of the letter which seemed to press the most, and I have 
the satisfaction to inform your Lordship that a messenger will 
be sent off from hence in the course of to-morrow, with the 
remittance particularly required fur the present moment ; and 
the Duke of Portland has every reason to hope that means 
will soon be found of placing » larger sum at the Lord- 
Licutenant’s disposal: but upon this point I shall probably 
have ocession to write to your Lordship again to-morrow, aa 
well as on the subject of the Emigrants, to whom your Lord- 
ship alludes in the latter part of your letter. 

Tam, &., 
‘Wuiam Wicks. 


Cirowlar to Members of Parliament. 

Dublin Castle, Jannary 7, 1799. 
Sir—I am directed by my Lord-Licutenant to soquaint you 
that business of the greatest importance will be submitted to 
Parliament on the first day of the Seasion, and his Excellency 
trusts that it will suit your convenienee to be in town previons 
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to that time, when I shall hope to have an opportunity of 
communicating with you upon the messnres to be brought 
forward. 
I have the honour to be, &c., 
CasTLEREAGH. 


Lord Castlereagh to the Right Hon. Colonel King. 
Dublin Castle, Jannary 7, 1799. 

My dear Six—I should not have presumed to trouble you 
with the request contained in my last, but from an earnest 
desire to take the earliest opportunity of communicating with 
you on the important moasuro which his Majesty's Ministers 
have felt it their duty to propose to the Parliaments of both 
kingdoms, His Majesty will in his speech recommend to the 
Trish Parliament to take into their early consideration the 
means of drawing closer the connexion; and it is intended to 
propose, as soon after as the House can be called over, the 
enabling the Crown to appoint Commissioners to speak on the 
part of each country, and to submit to Parliament a plan of a 
Legislative Union for their consideration. This proceeding 
will admit of the measure being fully understood by the 
country before it in brought to a decision. 

1 shail be anxious for » meeting, to explain to you the out- 
live of the arrangement which is in contemplation, and hope 
that a measure, which appears to his Majesty's confidential 
servants essential to the interests of both countries, may moot 
with your support. 

* -LI have the honour to be, &., 
OaSTLEREAGH. 


Lord Castlereagh to the Duke of Portland. 
Dublin Castle, January 7, 1799, 
My Lord—I have to apologize to your Grave for omitting 
to enclose the sketch alluded to in my last letter, which haa 
already given a more favourable aspect to appearances in 
az 
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Dublin. The terms are considered as highly liberal, the pro- 
portionate arrangement of the expences having completely 
overset the argument on which the enemies of the measure 
had hitherto principally relied, namely, the extension of English 
debt and taxation to Ireland. 

I have the honour to enclose the draft of an address which, 
it is expected, will be sent up from Cork this morning from 
Lord Boyle, whose sentiments, I am happy to find, are in per- 
fect unison with Lord Shannon's, indeed, warmly so. 1 men- 
tion this with the more satisfaction, as it was intimated to me 
in England, and repeated by several persona since my return, 
that his Lordship was adverse to 3 Union, and disposed to use 
his influence with Lord Shannon against the measure. Our 
friends begin to declare themselves openly, and there is an ob- 
eervable hesitation in the opposers of the question. They give 
ua credit for sufficient strength to carry the measure, which is 
in itself a principle of support. 

Mr. Saurin called on me to-day. I had a very long conver- 
sation with him. I am inclined to think he will not persevere 
in his purpose of laying down his arms, 

The Oatholics still continue against us. The Ohancellor 
writea from Limerick that he has reason to believe that ordera 
to that effect have been sent down there within these fow days. 

Lord Caulfeild' has gone down to do what mischief he can 
at Armagh; the outline which is in circulation will counteract 
him in some degree. Very fortunately, the Speaker is still 
detained at Holyhead. Mr. Elliot left yesterday: on his 
arrival, he will find individuals pretty well informed, as well 
on the general features of the measure as of the determination 
of Government. He told me that his reason for not going by 
the north was, lest he should be pressed by the linen trade 
for an opinion. I hope the same spirit of exertion may attend 
him on landing. 

1 Sen of the Earl of Charlemont, one of the principal leaders of the 
Oppositi 
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Colonel Fitzgerald, Member for the County of Cork, inferior 
to no msn in personal respectability, is strongly with us. He 
assured me to-day that he would take whatever part was wished. 
in the debate. Lord Tyrawley has enlisted heartily. The 
necessary personal attention being paid him will gain many 
very respectable county members from Mayo, together with 
his other friends. Sir John Blaquiere ia disposed to exert 
himeolf very much. I mention to your Grace individuals as 
they occur. I shall do myself the honour of sending you 
@ corrected list, as soon as I can account for individuala more 
satisfactorily, 

I have the honour to be, &o., 
CasTLEREAGH. 


Lord Castlereagh to the Duke of Portland. 


Dublin, January 9, 1799. 
My Lord—I have the pleasure to inform your Grace that 
the addreas, a copy of which I had the honour of enclosing in 
my last, bas passed the Council of Cork unanimously. A 
great number of the principal inhabitants waited on the Couneil 
to oxpross their approbation of their Resolutions, s copy of 
which I enclose. I¢ will be submitted to the freemen at large 
in » few days, and it is expected that it will receive a very 
general support. I am not without hopes that Waterford 
and Limerick and Londonderry may follow their example, 
‘Tho Spepker is arrived. I have not yot seen him, but 
understand his language is very hostile, We are making 
every exertion to collect our strength on the first day of the 
Session; much depends in this country at all times on first 
impressions; it is therefore important to seaume a tone of 
confidence, and to svow at the outeef*boldly the measure to 
which the speech alludes. Decided language on the address 
will strengthen us in our future proceedings. It is better to 
provoke the discussion than to wait for the attack, IT shall 
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sndesvour to prevail on the Chancellor to make one of his 
strong apeeches in the Lords, which, thrown into circulation, 
‘will have ita effect. 
I have the honour to remain, &. 
CasTLEBEAGH. 


Lord Castlereagh to Lord Longuevitle. 
‘Dublin Castle, January 9, 1799. 
My dear Lord—I have received with great satisfaction your 
Lordship’s letter enclosing the proceedings at Cork. Your 
Lordship’s exertions have rendered a very important servioe to 
the King's Government on this as on former trying occasions. 
Nothing can be better conceived than the words of the address. 
I trust it may be equally well received by the freemen, and 
that the sontiment it breathes may pervade the province, 
The North is, upon the whole, well inclined to the measure ; 
Dublin still clamorous, but is too ignorant of the measure to 
be steadily disinclined. 
I shall be very happy indeed, my dear Lord, to meet you, 
and trust every thing will succeed to your wishes. 
Most faithfally, &e., 
CasTLEREAGH, 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 


Private. ‘Whitehall, January 10, 1799, 
My dear Lord—In answer to that part of your Lordship's 
letter of the second instant, which relates to the prisoners 
whom it is wished to wend to Hamburg,’ I am truly sorry 
1 In the beginning of December, the several State Prisoners bad re- 
ceived an official intimation that they might then go to any part of the 
continent of Europe not at war with Grest Britain, and thet, if they did 
not depart in the course of¥a month, they must remain in prison at their 
‘own oost, as the Gayernment allowance would then cease. From this 
release were excepted Arthur O'Connor, T. A. Emmett, Dr. M'Nevin, 
Samuel Neilson, John Sweetman, John Chambers, Matthew Dowling, 
‘Thomas Rusel, John Sweeny, Hugh Wilson, Joseph Cathbert, John 
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to easy that it is not yet in my power to sand you a satisfactory 
answer. Under the circumstances attending the arrest of 
Napper Tandy and his associates, both the Duke of Portland 
and Lord Grenville are anxious that no persons of that descrip- 
tion should be sent publicly to Hamburg, at least, not till 
after the result of this affair shall be known. 

It is therefore anxiously wished that his Excellency would 
not send any of these gentlemen either here or to Hamburg in 
a body, but, if at all, as privately as possible, and one by one, 
until further information shall have been procured by Lord 
Grenville of the disposition of the people of that State to 
receive them; as the difficulty would be greatly increased 
were they to be rejected on their arrival, and refused permis- 
sion to disembark, 

Tho Duke of Portland desires mo, at the same time, to esy 
that his Excellency may be assured that the utmost attention 
will be immediately paid to this subject, and that there is the 
strongest wish to relieve him from the unplessant situation in 
which every one is well aware that the Irish Government 
must necessarily be placed by these people remaining in the 
country. 

With respect to the leading State Prisoners, there ia a 
atrong disposition to adopt » former suggestion of the Lord- 
Lieutenant as to the postibility of removing them to the Forta 
in the Highlands of Scotland; and inquiry will be immediately 
made as to the possibility of their being received, lodged, and 
secured therp: but strong doubta are entertained of the legality 
of the measure under the existing laws, and it is thought that 
recourse must be had to the Legislature. 

Believe me, with the truest regard, &, 
Witiam WickHAM. 


Cormick, and Desn Swift, who were informed that particular cireum- 
qances prevented the Lord-Lientenant from permitting them to lesve 
‘the prison at thet time. 
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The Duke of Portland to Lord Castlereagh. 

Private and Secret. London, Fridsy, January 11, 1799. 

My dear Lord—I believe I have written ss fally as yor could 
expect to the Lord-Lieutenant upon all the points in which 
you wish to hear from ua, and at such times, and upon sub- 
jects of that sort, you must allow me to desire you to consider 
Istters addressed to him as much answers to those I receive 
from you as if they were directed to yourself. However, I 
cannot let the post go, without thanking you for the very 
satisfactory letters 1 received from you yesterday and to-day, 
‘nd congratulating you in particular upon the address from 
Cork, which I shall be most happy to convey to his Majesty, 
and which I hope will be # signal for the good eense of the 
reat of Ireland to show itself. It is more necessary upon 
account of our Militia than I should wish, or than many may 
choogs to believe: at the same time, it is impossible not to” 
feel certain degree of pride and satisfaction in the motive 
which occasions this necessity, as it is a love of liberty, though 
it may be mistaken or carried to excess. However, you should 
be aware that the necessity may exist, that, if no disposition to 
harm should be shown in Ireland, our Militia may consider it 
entirely ss @ Ministerial measure, and be more inclined to 
countenance than to reeist the opposition to it, should it even 
Proceed to acta of violence and outrage. A letter I saw you 
terday makes mo foel it necessary to give you this intimation, 
which is, of course, of the most secret nature; I hope it will 
be rendered of no consequence by the spirit which will show 
itself in the South and North, and by the endeavours which I 
will exert myself in procuring to be made, to relieve you from 
& part of the susponse which the dependence upon a force 
which can decide the duration of its assistance must necessarily 
expose you to. I am sorry to asy Lord Ely holds a very 
loose language indeed; he told me, and he bas repeated it 
since, that he has not yet formed any opinion ; and I know 
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that he has ssid that he hed not yet heard anything to oon- 
vince him of the necessity or utility of a Union. The Arch- 
bishop of Cashel acknowledges himself disinclined, but pro- 
fesses great and earnest desire to support Government. He 
thinks that the spiritual Lords should be represented by the four 
Archbishops, I really wish you joy of Lord Carleton, I shall 
be glad to see the 118 upon paper: from what your Lordship 
now tells me, I should hope that many of them will prove 
buckram men. 

Believe me ever, my dear Lord, sincerely yours, 

PortLanp. 

I hope you do not mean to go into the House with two of 

your Commissioners in opposition to the House. 


Lord Camden to the Honourable Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart.' 
Acslington Street, January 31, 1709. 
Dear Oharles—I sm surprised I should not have heard from 
you in consequence of the strong measures which are shout to 
take place in the 5th Dragoons. In Lord Cornwallis's repre- 
sentation of their state of insubordination and indiscipline, he 
does you great justice, and says that, meritorious as your 
conduct is, it is impossible that you, with all the rest of the 
officers in combination against you, can restore the regiment 
to discipline. I find it is likely the regiment ia to be broke, 
and I could not satisfy myself without inquiring from the 
Duke of York how the regiment was to stand. He means to 
advise the King that it shall be broke, but that yon shall 
remain on-pay till you are appointed to a Lieutenant-Coloneloy 
in another regiment of Dragoons, which will take place very 
soon. The Duke said that, so far from this event being of 
any detriment to your military objects, your exertions have 
been very great, and do you great credit. I thought it would 
be satisfactory to you to hear thts. Ever yours, 
Gampgn. 





* Now third Marquess of Londonderry. 
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Lord Cormealiis to the Duke of Portland. 
Beeret. Dublin Castle, January 11, 1799. 

‘My Lord—I feel it necessary to apprize your Grace that = 
very unfavourable impression has been made within the two 
last days against the Union, partly by the arrival of the 
Speaker, but still more by its being generally circulated and 
believed in town, that both Lord Downshire and Lord Ely 
are adverse to the measure. 

There seems but too much reazon to apprehend, from some 
expressions in a letter of Lord Downshire’s to Lord Osstle- 
reagh, that his Lordship’s opinion is, at best, unsettled on the 
subject; and, by the enclosed copy of a letter from Lord Ely 
to @ friend here, it is evident that his support can by no means 
be relied on. 

Your Grace will observe that Lord Ely’s expressions are 
verbatim those of the Speaker, Lord Downshire, Lord Cork, 
&o. It is reported that he means to bring Mr. Luttrell for. 
ward, who has been peculiarly active in London against 
the measure, which, if true, is not only a proof of his 
Lordship's present sentiments, but of the school in which 
they have been formed. It appears, by his letter, that 
he has been living with the Archbishop of Cashell, from whom 
‘he would infallibly receive similar impressions. 

I need not press upon your Grace's attention the insuper- 
able difficulties 20 unexpected and so important a defection as 
this must occasion in the accomplishment of the measure. It 
not only transfers 18 votes in the Commons to the Opposition, 
but strikes a damp among the supporters of the measure, which 
may operate in a fatal extent against us. 

Lord Castlereagh has been endeavouring to bring forward 
the friends of the measure to declare their sentiments openly, 
and with some success, notwithstanding the natural apprehen- 
sion of committing themselves in so important a contest with- 
out being assured how the strength will lie; but he finds the 
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unfortunste circumstances above alluded to have thrown new 
and considerable impediments in his way. 

In stating these considerations to your Grace, I have only 
most earnestly to entreat that every possible effort may be 
made on your side of the water to overcome the difficulties of 
these important characters, and to send us whatever assistance 
ean be collected from thence. 

T conclude that his Majesty’s Ministers will feel, whatever 
may be the issue of the present attempt, that they owe it not 
Jess to themselves than to the Empire, and particularly to 
those individuals who, at their instance, and under their 
assurance of a decided support, have been induced to declare 
themeelves in favour of the measure, to bring it into diseussion 
with every advantage which decision on their part can give it. 
Should it fail, it will require a very mature consideration how 
the powers of the State can be best exercised, with a view to 
ita fatare success, without materially impeding the present ad~ 
ministration of the Government. 

T have already felt it a question of considerable delicacy to 
decide in what instances and at what period it was expedient 
to remove persons from office who have either taken a decided 
line against the measure, or, who, without acting publicly, 
hold a language equally prejadicial to ite success, and equally 
inconsistent with their connexion with Government. In the 
instance of Mr. J. CO. Beresford, whose conduct has been very 
hostile at many of the Dublin meotings, the difficalty has 
been peculiarly felt. With » view of impressing our friends 
with the idea of onr being in earnest, hia dismissal seemed 
desirable; on the other hand, as we profess to encourage 
discussion, and neither to precipitate Parliament or the 
eountry on the decision, much less to force it against the 
public sentiment, there seemed an objection to @ very carly 
exercise of ministerisl authority on the inferior servante of 
the Orown. 


T have, therefore, thought it expedient to proceed, in the 
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first instance, with the Chancellor of the Exchequer,’ who hag 
not been altogether punctual in his engagement with Lord 
Castlereagh, of being here on the 10th, and not being yet 
arrived ; and shall then proceed, according to circumstances, 
or guch directions aa I may receive from your Grace, with the 
inferior members of the administration. 

There certainly is a very strong disinclination to the measure 
in many of the borough proprietors, and a not lesa marked 
repugnanee in many of the official people, particularly in those 
who have been longest in the habits of the current system. 
The secondary interests of course look to it as the destruction 
of their authority, and the leading interests as exposing them 
to fresh contests. These impressions, connected with the 
natural expectation which every individual forms of deriving 
some personal advantage by the change, make its accomplish- 
ment full of difficulty. The steady purpose of the English 
Government, and the naturel authority of the State in this 
kingdom, will counteract these principles in a great degree; 
but weighty names may encourage a general resistance, which 
would certainly leave those who sre supporters of the measure, 
from a conviction of its necessity, in s minority. 

I have taken the necessary steps for encouraging declarations 
from the towns of Limerick, Waterford, Derry, and Newry, 
as far as they can be obtained without too strong an appearance 
of Government interference, and am employed in counteracting, 
as far as possible, the County meetings, which are extending 
themzelves, 

I have endeavoured to impress upon your Grace the extent 
of the difficulties we have to surmount. Your Grace may 
depend on every exertion in my power to promote the success 
of & measure which I feel to be essontial to the British interests 
in this kingdom. 

I have the honour to be, &c., C. 

* Sir John Parnell, who was removed from that affice, and replaced 

by the Right Hon. Isase Corry. 
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Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
Seeret. Whitehall, January 11, 1799. 

My dear Lord—I know not what to make of the intelligence 
received from Brest, which will be transmitted to you together 
with this letter. I should not be at all surprised if the French 
should make an attempt to throw some forces into Ireland, if 
it were only in the hope of increasing the disorder, which they 
may naturally suppose must exist during the agitation of the 
queation of the Union. 

I know besides, notwithstanding the language that some of 
them might hold in Ireland, that most of the officers who have 
returned to France prisoners from the expedition under General 
Hardy, entertain » very mean opinion of the troops to which 
they were opposed, and are impressed with the idea which they 
will not fail to ineuleate at the Luxembourg that, had they 
landed but 6000 men instead of 1200, they shoald have 
secured the country. The vanity natural to Frenchmen makea 
them persuaded of the truth of what they say; and I have 
reason to know that the officers who passed through this town 
on their way to Dover, one and all, maintained that, had the 
second expedition effected its landing, the island could have 
been their own. 

‘We are at this moment destitute of intelligence, on account 
of the Elbe’s being frozen, and I cannot help fearing that, 
even when a thaw shall take place, we shall not find our in- 
formation from thence as important as it has been, and that 
we shall learn, on the contrary, that the French have opened 
some new channel of communication that we are not able to 
discover at present, which, as long aa smuggling shall exist, 
they may very easily do. In the mean time, it appears front 
the enclosed very carious papers, which the Duke of Portland 
desires may be laid before the Lord-Lieutenant, and afterwards 
deatroyed, or preserved in some other shape, that our country- 
men sre not idle; and your Lordship will not be surprised to 
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find Lady Edward Fitagerald among the most active. The 
next Hamburg mail may bring us a farther sccount of Mr, 
Morris. In the mean time, this expedition fitting out at 
Brest seems to coincide pretty well with the time that that 
geutleman’s Memorial, if scted upon at all, may have required 
for consideration, and for ordera to have been given in conse- 
quence to the ports. I beg your Lordship, however, to observe 
that these are merely my own conjectures. 

I send this letter by the post, by which conveyance I am 
also determined to send you the remaining parts of your bank 
billa, & messenger having been in readiness to est out for 
Ireland every hour for these last three days, and, one circum- 
stance or another having prevented his departure hitherto, I 
am fearful of a continuance of the same delay. 

I am ever, with sincere regard, 
Wuiias WicknaM. 

PS.—I do not find that any very late intelligence has been 

received from the Texel. 


‘Most Secret. 

Memorial of Citizen Hereey Montmorency Morres, late of 
Knockalton, in the County of Tipperary, Ireland, to Citiven 
Bruix, Minister of the Marine and French Colonies, 
Sheweth, 

That Memorialist has been s United Lrishman since the 
month of November, 1796: that in May, 1797, he was 
regularly chosen « county representative for Tipperary, and 
nominated Colonel of the Regiment of Nenagh Infantry. In 
February, 1798, he was attached to the general Military 
Commitice, and soon after appointed to the Adjutant-General- 
ship of Munster. 

Memorialist, having been deemed by the Irish Directory, 
from the number of years he had been in the army, and the 
large portion of actual sorvice he formerly experienced, to be & 
proper subject to fill this office, from this time was uncommonly 
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active in forwarding the organization in his province, and, aub- 
soquent to the arrest of the 12th March, he was taken into 
the Executive, and made an effective member of the Military 
Comusittes of Ireland, 

Upon the 28th of April last, an attempt was made by the 
Government to have Memorislist with several of his officers 
arrested, and, on your Momorislist’s escaping from his pur- 
suers, his oountry-house was taken possession of, &. From 
this time until the period of Lord Fitzgerald's massacre, 
Memorialist was continually engaged in working on the plans 
for the ensuing campaign, and in the intended attack upon the 
City of Dublin, be was to have the particular direction in the 
several attacks upon the batteries and magazine (or fort) in 
the Phonix Park, which plan was frustrated by reason of the 
“foresaid arrest, and a discovery made to the Government of 
the intentions of the Union. 

Moemorialist further sayeth that, on the 4th of June, he 
escaped from Dublin, and found means of holding himself oon- 
cealed in the County of Westmeath until‘the arrival of the 
French General Humbert, at Killala. Memorialist not ima- 
gining that General Humbert would bave risked a decisive 
battle with the British troops, particularly after he had sup- 
plied himself with a tolerable train of artillory, upon defeating 
General Lake. By the critical state of the inhabitants, Me- 
morialist used every effort to reatrain the ardour of the men 
of Westmeath, and prevented their rising, and exerted in like 
manner his influence in his own County of Tipperary to the 
same effect: but, upon hearing of General Humbert’s passage 
of the Shannon, snd rapid progress into the country, Me- 
morialist thought it © duty to lend his aid, and did conae- 
quently assemble the men of Weatmesth ; and, taking post in 
the right fank of Lord Cornwallis’s army, with: a body of 
from two to three thousand ill-armed peasants and several 
chiefs of the Union, Memorislist made such dispositions as he 
judged might prove most favourable to the progress of the in- 
vading army, 


96 MEMOIRS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF (1799. 


Upon the defeat and subsequent surrender of General Hun- 
bert’s corps, Memorislist disbanded his men, and, being pur- 
ued by a party of the King’s troops and a body of Yeomen 
Osvalry, Memorialist narrowly escaped to Dublin, whence he 
got into England, and arrived at Hamburg on the 7th inst. 

Memorialist is of opinion that, in case of future attempts 
upon Ireland on the part of France, the province of Munster, 
which abounds in good havens, and whose men sre the best 
Republicans in Ireland, is the point to be looked to; and 
Momorialist thinks that the port of Wexford or Waterford, 
(Passage) while thonght by our enemies to be most secure, 
would be one of the best places to land a fleet. For the reat, 
Memorialist implores the protection of the French Govern- 
ment for him and his family. 


Extract of a Letter from M. Maragan to M. Talleyrand. 


Most Secret. Hambourg, 29 Brumaire. 

Monsieur Hervey Montmorency Morres, de Kivesallen, on 
Trlande, s'est présenté chez moi de Is part de l'intéressante 
Lady Edouard Fitzgerald, il s été mis hors ls loi, et il craint 
de n’étre pas en sureté & Hambourg, Il étoit ami intime du 
feu Lord E. Fitzgerald; il a des-lors acquis des droits & 
Tinténét de sa vouve: c'est & ce seul titre qu'elle s'est permis 
de le témoigner. Monsieur Morres a été chef d'un corps 
nombreux d"Irlandais Unis: il est ruiné de fond en comble 
par une mite de dévouement & la cause de ls liberté. 1 
désire daller en France, od il s des choses importantes & com- 
muniquer ; il sttend au prémier jour un officier Frangais, qui 
s commandé quelque expédition, et il esptre de faire avec lui 
ee voyage. Sice moyen venocit 4 lui manquer, le Directoire 
n’syant encore donné aucune décision relative sux Irlandais, je 
ne pourrois Ini donner sucun passepert. Tl semble copendant 
qu'il eat des circonstances od une certaine latitude & cet égard. 
pourroit avoir une atilité réelle. 
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Anonyme & Bruiz. 
Hambourg, Novembre 14, 1798. 

Les nouvelles de Londres du 9 ne laissent aucun doute sur 
Is rentrée du Hoche dans Je port de l'ennemi; les infortunés Ir- 
landais, qui s'étoient trouvés a bord sont déja conduita & la 
eapitale et ne se trouvent peut-étre plus au nombre des vivans. 
Le point du débarquement fut mal choisi. Il ne faut plus pas- 
ser au Nord de I'Irlande, Mes raisona se trouvent détaillées 
dans mon avant-derniére lettre. La division de Rochefort 
avoit paru dans les eaux de Killala, mais aucune certitude n’ex- 
iste sur son sort. Une division ennemie, commandée par ’Ami- 
ral Howe, est & sa poarsuite. 

DD est arrivé dans cctte ville un Irlandais refugié qui avoit 
quitté son pays le 22 Octobre. 1 eat connu d’un membre qui 
compose le Comité Secret des Jrlandaia unis établi d Hambourg 
comme un agent trds actif pendant lorganisation Irlandaise. 
Tl m’a prié de vous faire passer un mémoire ; il ost écrit ¢n An- 
giais. Vous verrez alors vous méme quel encouragement il 
mérite. 1 est trés récommandé par la venve d‘Edonard Fitz- 
gerald, comme an ami intime du mari. Je crois qu'il pourra 
dévenir trds utile dans une déscente dirigée vera aon pays, 

Jo suis autorisé, citoyen Miniatro par le Comité Secret doa 
Inlandsis unis de cette ville de vous prévenir qu’ils sont résolus 
de corréspondre avec yous sur tout ce qui pourra intéresser le 
sort d’Irlande. 

Maragan 2 Talleyrand. 
‘Most Beoret, Hambourg, 3 Frimsire. 

Dans une précédente lettre, j'ai dit, au sujet de I'Irlandais 
Monsieur Morres, que, pour se rendre & Parie, il attendoit un 
officier Frangais qui venoit de commander quelque expédition. 
Cot officier vient d'arriver: son nom est Tendy. Il nest point 
Francais, mais il est attaché au service de la République. U 
parott maintenant que Monsieur Morres ne veut pas faire oo 
voyage avec lui, et qu'il s'est déterminé d'attendre la décision du 
Gouvernement & son égard. 

VOL, 11. H 
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TRANSLATION. 
Extract of a Letter from Ml. Maragan to M. Talleyrand. 

Most Secret. Hambourg, 29 Bromaire. 
‘M. Hervey Montmorency Morres, of Kivesallen, in Ireland, has called 
‘upon me, on the part of the interesting Lady Edward Fitsgerald: ho has 
‘deen outlawed, and fears that he is not safe at Hamburg. He was an 
intimate friend of the late Lord E. Fitsgerald’s; he has, therefore, 
soquired « right to the kindness of the widow, and it is on this ground 
alone that she has allowed herself to express it. Mr. Morres was the 
leader of the numerous corps of United Irishmen : he is utterly ruined 
in consequence of his attachment to the cause of liberty. He wishes to 
go to France, where he has important matters to communicate. He is 
expecting from day to day an officer, who has commanded same expe- 
@ition, and he hopes to make the journey with him. If this means 
should fail him, the Directory not having yet come to any decision 
respecting the Irish, it will not be in my power to give him a passport. 
Tt acems, however, thet there sre circumstances in which s certain latitude 
on this point might be of real utility. 


Anonymous to Bruiz. 
Hambourg, November 14, 1798. 

‘Tho news from London of the 9th lesvea no doubt that the Hoche has 
arrived in an enemy's part. The unfortunate Irish who wero on board 
have been already conveyed to the capital; and perbape are no longer 
numbered among the living. Tho point for landing was ill chosen. We 
must give up bearing away for the north of Ireland. My reasons are de- 
tailed in my last letter but one. ‘The Rochefort division had appeared off 
Rillala, but there is no certainty respecting its fate. An enemy's divi- 
sion, commanded by Admiral Home, isin pursuit of it, 

‘There is in this city an Irish refugee, who left his conntry on the 29nd 
of October. He is known by a member of the Secret Committee of 
United Irishmen established st Hamburg, as avery active agent during 
the Lrish organization. He has requested me to forward a Memorial to 
you; it is written in English. You will then see yourself what encon- 
agement he deserves. He is strongly recommended by the widow of 
‘Edward Fitegerald, as an intimate friend of her husband's I think be 
would be capable of doing very good service in any future expedition sent 
to his country. 

I em enthorised, citizen minister, by the Secret Committee of the 
‘Waited Irishmen of this city to apprise you thet they have resolved to 
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‘euncerned. 


Maragan to Talleyrand. 

Mont Becret. Hamburg, 3 Frimaire. 

In my present letter, Ihave said, concerning Mr. Morres, the Irishman, 
that, before he could set ont for Paris, he was awaiting the arrival of @ 
French officer, who had recently commanded some expedition. That 
officer has just arrived: his tame is Tendy [Tandy]. He is not «French- 
man, but attached to the service of the Republic. It appeara now that 
‘Mr. Morres will not travel with him, and that he has determined to await 
the decision of the Government respecting himself.” 


1 The vessel in which Napper Tandy and his companions sailed to the 
coast of Ireland wes driven by s storm to the coast of Norway, whence, 
apprchensive lest they might fall in with English cruisers at sea, they 
resolved ta proceed to France by land. Totelligence of their cljest and 
route was received at Hamburg soon after their arrival there, on the 22nd 
of November. They were tracod to the inn called the American Arma. 
Sir James Craufurd immediately waited on the chief magistrate, and ap- 
plied for a warrant to apprehend those persons as Irish subjecta in rebel- 
Yion against their Sovereign, but could not obtain it.’ Not discouraged, 
however, he made three morc spplications, and at length obtained an 
carder to the police to the desired effect. On the 24th, soon after four in 
the morning, Sir Jawwes, led by the officors of police, attended by « guard, 
went to the American Arms, which he completely invested, waiting till 
the doors wero opened, between five and six, when he entered with his 
escort, which instantly occupied every passage. The master of the house, 
being then called and asked for the strangers by their travelling names, 
pointed out their several apartments. Early as it was, Nepper Tandy 
was found writing. The officer who entered his room demanded his 
‘passport, which he said with great assurance he would produce; and, 
going to his trfink, he took out a pistol, which he presented at the officer 
saying, “This is my passport." Tho officer, » man of extraordinary bodily 
strength, seized snd wrested the pistol fram him. The guard, called by 
the scuffle, entered the room and secured Tandy; he and his amociaten 
-were soon afterwards put in irons and confined, by order of Sir J. Crau- 
fard, in separate gusrd-houses. 

In the morning, as soon as the circumstance was known, Maragsn, 
‘Minister of France, sent a nate to the Senate, claiming Tandy and hiscol- 
leagues as French citizens, and threatening to leave Hamburg if they were 
not released: Sir James Craufurd, on the other hand, opposed the demand 

Bz 
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Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
Secret. Whitehall, January 11, 1799. 
My Lord—I have the Duke of Portland's directions to 
transmit to your Lordship the enclosed letter from Captain 
‘Wolley, of the Arethusa frigate, to Mr, Nepean, containing 
some particulars relative to preparations going forward in the 
ports of Havre and Brest; and I am to desire that you will 
lay the same before the Lord-Lieutenant, for his Exoellency’s 
information. 
I have the honour to be, &., 
Wituiam Wioxnan. 


Arethusa, off Havre, January 6, 1799. 

Sir—A boat having got off from Havre yesterday, with a 
man from whom we are accustomed to receive intelligence, I 
have thought it propor to despatch the Thetis lugger to acquaint 
you that the ships’ companies of the frigates and corvettes in 
the Basin have been taken ont within these few days, and 
marched off to Brest by land, a few men only being left on 
board of each ship, they still wishing to appear in a state of 
preparation for sea. Mon are also left to man some of the flats 
and gun-bosts for the protection of the town. They are also 
transporting, at a great expense, by land carriage, » quantity 
in terms equally strong. In this perplexity, the Senate held on Saturday 
evening at fivo o'clock an extraordinary deliberation, which lasted till 
midnight. Another meeting was held, and the Senate, against the will 
and remonstrance of Sir James Craufard, ordered two of the prisoners to 
be unironed. ‘Tandy was in s bad state of health. The French chargé 
affaires, Le Maitre, apprehensive for the fate of the prisoners, offered 3 
considerable sum of money to an officer of the Hamburg reguisre who 
had the guard, to permit their escape; but he indignantly refused it, and 
proclaimed the attempt to dishonour him.—(Aan. Reg., vol. xl, Chro- 
nicle 102, 2.) 

In the same work it is said, under date of December 7: The English 
Cabinet have sent over instructions to their agents st Hamburg to insist 
on detaining Napper Tandy, Blackwell, and the other Irishmen in the 
military service of France lately arrested at that place. 
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of sails and cordage to Brost, where it is reported a lange arma- 


ment is equipping. Tam, &., 
Evan Nepean, Esq. Tuomas WoLLEY, 
Eztract of « Letter from Mr. Henry Alerander’ to Lord 
Castlereagh. 


Armagh, January 19, 1799, 

I have, my Lord, to request that this letter may be con- 
sidered as an extra-official paper, only weighing as confirmed 
by other circumstances, at the most, leading to a hint, 

T consider the proclaimed mendicancy of the Speaker by Mr. 
Ball the low cunning of » madman attempting to plunge a man 
of sense irrevocably in an abyes. It seoma a purchase for fluc- 
tuating integrity, but, my Lord (excuse my hint), be prepared 
for the worst. 

The Dementat prius has seized Buonaparte, may seize Foster, 
for the grand effect, and if he refusos all composition or good 
understanding, be prepared for hie declining the seat to give 
energy to his opposition. Rely upon it, he will either join yon, 
or that he has arrayed an opposition in England, from which 
he hopes to shake the English Administration, or that ho will be 
led further than he means—I shudder to state how far. But, 
if he dooa not explain himself, be prepared for the contingency 
of his declining the temporary possession of the chair, and 
think of the contingency. : 

I beg, my Lord, you will not record this possibly absurd 
conjecture, but attribute it to the inspiration of the blue devils 
and a solitary ride. Believe it also a proof of the confidence T 
have in your goodness, and that I am yours most truly, 

H. ALEXANDER. 
Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
Secret. ‘Whitehsll, January 12, 1799, 

‘My Lord—I have the hononr to transmit to your Lordship, 
for the information of the Lord-Lieutenant, by the Duke of 

1 MUP. for Londonderry, Chairman of the Ways and Means. 
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Portland's direction, s copy of a letter from the Prince of 
Bouillon to Mr. Huskisson, confirming the intelligence I had 
transmitted to your Lordship yesterday, of the preparations 
that are carrying on in the port of Brest. It should seam from 
this intelligence that the suspicions I had entertained of the 
enemy's having established & new mode of correspondence with 
the disaffected in Ireland were not without foundation. As 
this intelligence is communicated to the Admiralty, I have not 
adoubt but that that department will take effectual means as 
well to defeat the grest object of the enemy as to throw diffi- 
culties in the way of the correspondence. 
1 am ever, with the sincerest regard, &., 
Wrasam Wrexusm. 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh, 
Secret. ‘Whitehall, January 12, 1799, 

My Lord—I have the Duke of Portland's directions to 
tranamit to your Lordship, for the information of his Excel- 
lency the Lord-Lieutenant, a copy of @ letter from Captain 
Lloyd, of the Termagant sloop of war, to Lord Duncan, en- 
closing copies of several letters which were seized by Captain 
Lloyd’s directions, on board the Patrick and Fanny schooner, 
thon lying in the Elbe, and bound to Dublin. 

The secret intelligence which I have been in the habit of 
transmitting to your Lordship from Sir Jamea Craufurd, by 
his Grace's directions, for these three or four months past, will 
probably enable you to discover the real names of those among 
the writers of these letters who may have assumed feigned ones 
upon this occasion. 

I have the honour to be, &., 
Witiiam WICKHAM. 


‘Termagant, Cuxhaven, November 26, 1798. 
My Lord—I have the pleasure of acquainting your Lord- 
ehip that I have discovered the vessel which was mentioned to 
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me by tho British Minister. But, instead of a ship, a small 
Irish wherry, echooner-rigged, and, instead of the Morgan 
Rattler, I found her to bo the Patrick and Fanny, bound to 
Dublin. The master, Doyle, no doubt, is 4 most srrant Rebel, 
aa your Lordship will perceive, by the affectionate and friendly 
manner ho is noticed by the Rebel writers of the letters: your 
Lordship will perceive the letters themselves contain little of 
consequence, but the discovery of tho writers will be of great uso 
to the Minister at Hamburg, and those whom they are addressed 
to, to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland. Two letters, my Lord, 
the one from Pat Corbet, and the other from Burgos, if they 
wore made public, would, no doubt, have an excellent effect on 
the plebeians. Pardon mo, my Lord, for the observation. I 
havo takon possession of this vessel, and have the master and 
crew in confinement. The wind has beon casterly for some 
days; but, from these circumstances, I havo boon obliged to 
remain here until I had sottled everything with Sir Jamos 
Oraufurd. This morning I have rocoived another dospatch 
from Sir Jamea Craufurd, who desired I would sond a guard. 
up to Hamburg to convey down two prisoners of State, of 
great consequence, for me to take to England ; their names ho 
does not mention. He likewise requires me, in his Majesty's 
name, (which thero is no necessity for) to romain here for that 
service. I have, therefore, sent tho first lieutenant and a 
proper guard to convey these traitors down to the Termagant. 
I must acquaint your Lordship that I have a convoy of aixteon 
sail; and, as the wintor is now setting in very severely, and 
the port of Hamburg is already shut up by the ice, I think it 
my duty to seqnaint tho masters of the merchantmen that I 
am not to be considered their convoy, and am delivering out 
their instructions: they may sail, if they please, thereby to evade 
the Act of Parliament, and probably, in the end, save them 
from s winter's confinement in the small harbour of Cuxhaven, 
or many from being lost, which must be the case, if the winter 
ia pow aeriously setting in, which it has every appearance to 
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do at present. Most of these vessels are in ballast. Great 
part of the Hart's convoy are arrived. Should she be here 
soon, I will send her with this convoy, and shal! attend moat 
particularly to the Minister's wishes relative to the Rebels 
now in Hamborg; and the moment those two are brought 
down, I shall use the utmost despatch in conveying them to 
Yarmouth. Thus have I acted several parta unknown to your 
Lordship; but, ss it is for the welfare of his Majesty, I hope 
it will meet with your Lordship’s approbation. 

Since I wrote the above, I am informed by the master of a 
London trader, who is arrived from Gitickstadt, that the Elbe 
ia frozen up as far down as tho town of Blackenbagen, six miles 
below Hamburg; consequently, the communication by water 
with that city is ontirely shat up for the winter, 

The Minerva, Captain Krampte, that I gave your Lordship 
an account of through the Minister, is not yet sailed; she has 
been ready six months; she is at Altona; consequently, cannot 
proceed tHis winter. Sho is s ship with a lion head, yellow 
sides, and copper bottom, and sails exceedingly fast. I aent to 
Altona for this information, 26th November. 

Since the above, the wind is changed to the W.S.W., and 
‘the weather is become more mild. But it is the general opinion, 
my Lord, that Hamburg will continue frozen up for the 
winter. 

LT have the honour to be, &., 
Davip Lioyp, 


The Patrick and Fanny is about 30 tons, loaded with oil, 
honey, figs, lemons, vinegar, cream of tartar, and plums, con- 
signed to various people in Dublin. ? 


Captain If Aucergne, Prince of Bouillon, to Mr. Huskisson. 
Jexvey, January 8, 1799, 
Sir—I have the honour to sequaint you, for the informa- 
tion of Mr. Secretary Dundas, that orders, dated the 30th of 
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lsat December, have been received at the different porte, on 
the neighbouring coaste, to Isy an embargo on all the privateers 
as they return into port, and their crews to be immediately 
escorted by the gendarmerie to Brest, where the rumour is again 
circulated that all the ships susceptible of armament are to be 
equipped and navigated to the Mediterranean, Tho frigate 
launched at Solidor im November last, and which was nearly 
ready for sea, has been alao suddenly ordered to be dismantled, 
and her rigging and even masts commanded for Brest by land, 
about one hundred miles, which serves to prove the excessive 
penury of stores at the latter port. The communication by 
small smuggling vessels from the western part of the peninsula 
of Brittany is still maintained with Ireland, and there is a 
French agent at or near a place called Arklow, on the coast of 
Ireland, who communicates with Roscoff; the pretext is smug- 
gling, but the real purpose is the transmission of a correspon- 
dence. I have the hononr to be, &., 
D'Avverese, Prince of Bonillon. 


The Duke of York to Lord Oamden. 
‘Horse Guards, January 13, 1799. 

My Lord—Your Lordship seemed anxious, when I had the 
pleasure to see you last Friday, to be acquainted with Lord 
Cornwallis’s sentiments concerning Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart, 
of the Royal Irish Dragoons. I have the pleasure to enclose 
to your Lordship an extract of a private letter from Captain 
Taylor to Colonel Brownrigg, received this morning, which, J 
trust, will be thoroughly satisfactory to your Lordship. 

1am, my Lord, ever youra, FREDERICK. 
Extract of a Letter from Captain Taylor, to Colonel Brownrigg. 
Dublin, January 9, 1799. 

T have so many points to write to you upon, that I hardly 
know which to begin with. The most important, however, is 
to answer yours of the 5th respecting the 5th Dragoons, which 
I lost no time in laying before Lord Cornwallis. He has di- 
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rected me ta. state that his motives for not at once recommend- 
ing officially the reduction of the regiment arose principally 
from delicacy towards Lord Rossmore, who was Commander- 
in-Ohief in Ireland before him, is now in the kingdom, and had, 
for a very considerable period, the regiment within a few miles 
of his own house. He is of opinion that this regiment ought 
to be reduced, and that the example is extremely desirable, in 
order to bring the officers of other regiments in this kingdom 
to a proper sense of their duty. He wishes, ‘however, for the 
reagons I have stated, that the decision should originate in 
England, and has desired me to state to you, for his Royal 
Highnese’s private information, thet he strongly recommends 
the meaguro, but, at the same time, he trusts that an arrango- 
wont will be made to prevent Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart suf: 
fering any disadvantage. Hia individual exertions have been 
a8 meritorious as possiblo, and strongly entitle him to the most 
marked consideration; and Lord Cornwallis will feel obliged 
to you to represent in the strongest terma to his Royal High- 
ness his very great anxiety that his merit may not be suffered 
to pass unnoticed. His Excellency concludes that, in the event 
of a reduction of the regiment, the officers will be placed on 
half-pay, and what he wishes is that Stewart should be attached, 
ag supernumerary Lieutenant-Colonel, to a regiment in Eng- 
land, in which ono of the Lieutenant-Colonels may bo absent 
from Staff employmont, or otherwise, until he can be otherwise 
provided for. 


Lord Cornwallis to the Eart of Ely. 
Private, Dublin Castle, Jamuary 13, 1799. 

My dear Lord—Lord Osstlereagh has communicated to me 
your Lordship’s letter of the 9th instant. 

I lament exocedingly that the outline of the proposed 
arrangement between the two countries was not sufficiently 
digested previous to your departure so as to enable me to ex- 
plain to your Lordship the general idesa of the King’s Minis- 
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ters upon this most interesting and important subject. As it 
is proposed, before any specifie plan is eubmitted to Parliament 
for ita consideration, that the measure should be previously 
gone into by Commissioners, your Lordship will have amplo 
time to consider it in all its parts, before it ean be brought to 
final decision, The King, by the advice of his Ministers, 
feels it his duty earnestly to recommend to his Parliament in 
both kingdoms, to direct their immodiate attention to such 
measures as may appear to them best calculated to strengthen 
the connection, and to counteract the systematic attempts of 
our foreign and domestic enemies to separate them. 

I am confident your Lordship’s disposition to give effect at 
all times to his Majesty's anxious endeavoura to promote the 
happiness and security of Ireland will determine you, without 
hesitation, decidedly to support the full and fair investigation 
of & measure of such magnitude, in order that it may be sub- 
mitted, with every light that can be thrown on the subject by 
men of the most extensive information in both countries, to the 
mature deliberation of Parliament. 

I think it my daty to acquaint your Lordship that your 
opposition to a proceeding so reasonable in itself, and which 
his Majesty’s Ministers consider as indispensable to the in- 
ternal tranquillity of Ireland and to the security of the Empiro, 
would be considered by the King’s servants in both countries 
ag an absolute separation on the part of your Lordship and 
your friends from all ‘odnnexion with hia Majesty’s Govern- 
ment—an pvent which would be an equal subject of regret to 
me in my private and public situation. 

I cannot conclude without most oarnestly requesting your 
Lordship’s presence as carly as possible, and trust you will fool 
the indispensable necessity of losing no time in apprizing your 
friends of your wishes and support of the King’s Government. 

T have the honour to be, &e., 
CosnwaLuis. 
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Extract of a Letter from the Earl of Olanricarde to Lord 
Castlereagh. 
London, January 14, 2799. 

1 feel with your Lordship the great importance of the 
measure about to be submitted to the consideration of the 
Parliament of Ireland, and those feelings impress me with » 
due sense of the deliberation necessary, before any opinion 
should be formed on a subject of such moment and delicacy, 
On ordinary political occurrences, party-connections or motives 
of self-interest may influence the decisions of individuals. On 
an occasion like the spprosching one, the goneral good and 
public advantage ought alone to influence. But, if allowances 
are to be made for the biss which naturally arises from political 
attachments, or from the wish to expreas a sense of gratitude 
to Government for favours conferred on some people, it is most 
certain that no such considerations can attach to me. In 
every situation into which I have fallen, it has been both my 
endeavour and my good fortune to acquit myself to the satis- 
faction of those whom I served under and with. There is no 
person, either individually or professionally, who has fewer 
favours to boast of or to acknowledge than myself; and it is 
not unknown to your Lordship that occasions have occurred, 
however trivial they may have appeared to others, which have 
afforded me ground for complaint of disrespectfal treatment. 
Thongh I profess myself to be as Susceptible as any man, 
there are oscasions on which personal resentments ought to 
yield; and, without meaning to pledge myself in any shape 
with regard to my political conduct, I freely avow that the 
measure of s Union is of that description. 

I think it is but candid to acquaint your Lordship that, 
having heard some Oounty meetings had been convened to 
bring the messure under discussion, I authorized my friends in 
Connaught to say that my opinion went against such pro- 
ceodings, until the intentions of Government, with respect to 
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the conditions of the projected Union, were better known and 
understood. 

Before the end of the month, I hope to be in Dublin. 

I have the honour to be, &., 
OLANRICARDE. 
Right Hon. Thomas Conolly to Lord Castlereagh. 
Castletown, January 15, 1799. 

My dear Lord—I continue still very if] with this cursed 
influenza, and my exertions in riding after the banditti havo 
rather thrown me back ; but give my love to Lord Cornwallis, 
and let him be assured that if I am able even to speak ten aen- 
tences, I will do it on Tuesday noxt, as nothing ever was, or 
ig, so near my heart as the consolidation of the atrength of both 
islands into one Legislative Union. If this can be done, in 
spite of the private interest of one set of men and the nonsen- 
sical noisy clamour of the other, 1 shall die content. 

1 will call on Lord Cornwallis at the Park either to-morrow 
or on Thursday morning, if I am able to tell him what I now 
tell you, being 

Your affectionate Uncle and Friend, T. c. 


The Duke of Portland to Lord Cornwallis, 
‘Whiteball, Jamnary 15, 1799. 

My Lord—In pursuarite of your Exeellency’s wishes, I lost 
no time in Jaying before his Majesty’s confidential servants 
the draft you sent me of your intended speech at the opening 
of the Seasion, and I have the honour of returning it to you 
enclosed, with such alterations as, upon the best consideration 
of it, we are induced to recommend to you. Your Excellency 
will observe that, with the exception of one or two suggestions 
at most, the alterations submitted to you are principally con. 
fined to the style or manner in which some of the sentiments 
are originally expressed, and to the omission of one sentence 
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and the transposition of another, and I have therefore avoided 
specifying them in the form of margins! notes, conceiving that 
your Excellency would best judge of their bearing and general 
effect by their being inserted in the places in which they are 
intended to stand, and being presented to you in the usual form 
of a Speech. The only material alteration occurs in the first 
paragraph respecting foreign affairs. There are now, a8 your 
Excellency will recollect, nine mails due from the Continent, 
and no other intelligence from thence but what is received by 
means of the French papers; and, though the accounts they 
contain are probably exaggerated, we could not feel ourselves 
justified in encouraging expectations, which yon certainly liad 
a right to hold out when your Speech was first drawn. It was 
therefore thought advieable to give another turn to that sen- 
tenoe, and rather to state the effects which the succosaes of 
his Majesty's arms are entitled to operate upon other Powers 
than to anticipate the advantages their exertions may pro- 
duoe. 

With respect to the paragraph which is omitted, it appeared 
to us that it was liable to constructions so very different from 
the intentions with which we knew it to be dictated, and ca- 
pable of producing each unpleasant sensations and uneasiness 
in the minds of some of the best friends of Government, that it 
would be likely moreover to be used as a pretence for diseus- 
sions little suited to the gravity and temper becoming the great 
subject of their deliberations, that wedid not hesitate to strike 
it out of the Speech, and are persuaded that your candonr will 
incline you to admit the caution and digeretion by which we 
have beon governed in this respect. 

Tho transposition of the paragraph which points directly at 
the Union, as well as the other alterations, will, I think, ex- 
plain themselves, and consequently make it unnecessary for me 
to add anything more on this subject. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 
PORTLAND. 
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Lord Camden to Lord Castlereagh. 
Arlington Street, January 15, 1799. 

Dear Castlereagh—I received your letter late last night, 
and I should not be candid with you, if I did not say, with no 
little concern and pain, that it is the first line I have received 
from you since we parted. The anxiety I have felt upon the 
aubjoct of Ireland, the anxiety I flattered myself you would 
feol upon the subject of my health, has made me perhaps con- 
aider your silence more deeply than I should otherwise have 
done. However, having thus unburdened what has lain upon 
my mind, I will be ready to admit, in your case, what I never 
havo been in the habit of allowing, that businesa has prevented 
your writing to me. 

Your lettor and Lord Cornwallis’s dospatch of last night aro 
rather discouraging. 1 thought so little oncouragement had 
been held out to Lord Ely, that I desired to sec him on Friday 
last. I fonnd him bisssod against tho measure, but, as ho said, 
open to conviction ; and, upon my asking him how his frionds 
would vote on the 22nd, if an amendment should bo mado 
to the Address, he told me they waited for instructions from 
hence. 

T lost no time in acquainting Mr. Pitt with the state of 
Lord Ely’s mind, and he came up to town on purposo to seo 
him. I collected from Mr. Pitt that he gave Lord Ely to un- 
derstand his objects would be attended to, and, at all events, I 
underatood that his friends would not object to the discussion 
of the meseure, and that therefore they will not join in any 
amendment to the Address, Lord Cornwallie will, I suppose, 
hear from the Duke of Portland on the subject. 

Lord Downshire called upon me to-day, but I was not at 
home. I hear his conversation is hostile, and yet, when he 
understands that Ministers make a point of carrying the ques- 
tion, I doubt not he will support them. 

I fear the minority will be very large, and I do not learn 
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that the reasonable middling ranks express a favourable opi- 
nion, which will make it difficult to carry the measure, John 
‘La Touche is decided in his opposition as to the time of bring- 
ing the measure forward, and says that all his family will vote 
on that ides. 

Lord Oornwallis’s letter respecting the 5th Dragoons arrived 
while I was confined ; I therefore did not see it till Thursday 
last, when the Duke of Portland brought it to me with the 
King’s remark upon it, which was very strong, but did not 
quite authorize the regiment's being broke. As Lord Corn- 
wallis's public letter did not recommend that measure decidedly, 
and the King’s note did not completely authorize it, I entreated 
the Duke of Portland to delay his official letter till the next 
day, but he wrote me word that he had sent s messenger to 
Windsor on account of my remark on his Majesty's uote ; 
and, as the King had positively in explanation said tho rogi- 
ment must be broke, he could not withhold that communica- 
tion from Ireland. 

1 went to the Duke of York the next day, and nothing could 
be more kind, and, as it should seem, more sincere, than hia ox- 
pressions with respect to Charles ; but he said, as an example, 
he thought it necessary to advise the breaking of the regiment. 
He said he would read me Osptain Taylor's letter to Colonel 
Brownrigg, which was also very flattering to Charles ; but, in 
this private letter, the absolute breaking of the regiment ia ad- 
vised, although the public letter has not gone so far. Thus 
this matter stands. I fear it is impossible to prevent the 
regiment being broke: but allow me to ask, why is thia regi- 
ment singled out ; and why, after notorious disaffection or cow- 
ardice in the Longford and Kilkenny regiments, snd above one 
hundred of them going over to the enemy, are they suffered to 
exist {and why is such a step taken by the Lord-Lieutenant 
without some communication with his Secretary, when his 
brother is commanding officer? 

I mean to advise Mr. Pitt to send over all those persons 


1799.} VISCOUNT CASTLEREAGH. 118 


who have offices, Lord Carhampton' among the rest. I hear 
Parnell has not kept his word as to the time of hia arrival. 
‘That is of all others the shabbiest method of acting. “Beresford 
left London yesterday. I think you must make it an absolute 
point with those over whom you have any influence, not to 
agree to any amendment on the Addreas, which will give you 
time, and Mr. Pitt’s statement will get over to Ireland before 
the principal debate. I suppose Foster* will hardly remain a 
Commissioner, if the Speaker continues hostile. 

In reading over what I havo said at the beginning of my 
letter, I find I have expressed myself very strongly. You will, 
however, excuae it. 

Beliove me most affectionately yours, 
Campen. 
You will observe the Speech is considerably altered. 


Sir John Blackwood, Bart., to Lord Castlereagh. 
January 15, 1798 [1799.] 

My Lord—I received in s letter yestorday, from your office, of 
the 7th instant, an unusual summons to me, by the direction of 
the Lord-Lieutenant, to attend in Parliament on 22nd instant, 
on business of the greatest importance, which will be submitted 
to Parliament on that day, &. I have been s member forty 
years; by many of the Lord-Lieutenants I have been honoured 
even with social intercourse; none, however, have presumed 
to call for my attendance on any Parliamentary subject. This 
is the first, without any previous knowledge of me, who has 
eondescended to summon me in the style as to one of the 
vassals of Administration. The only suthority I acknowledge 
ia thet of our Speaker, as directed by the call of our House. 

1 wish to inform the Lord-Licutenant that I have the pride 
of fooling my own independenco—ulline addicts in verba 
jurare magistri—a pride I would not barter for any honour, 

1 John Luttrell, third Earl. 

* Calonel Foster, von of the Speaker. 

VOL. It. 1 
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station, place, or pension in his power te grant; and, while I ean 
waintain my own opinion and judgment gn all public quea- 
tions, I will not part with the approbetion of my own mind, 
nor permit the interposition of any Lord-Lieutenant without 
expressing my indignation at such treatment. 

‘Your Lordship knows I had intended to have attended my 
duty ; let it not be said I attend by the persuasion of his 
Excellency’s summons. Xntre nous, ag to the momentous 
question, I shall not be finally determined till I shall have 
heard and digested the best information on the subject in the 
House. I am now consulting old as well aa late constitutional 
authorities, as I never take assortions for historical truths. 

T have the honour to be, &@., 
Joun Buackwoop, 

If you can foreaeo that the business of the Union may not 
come on the 5th of February, as your last information suggests, 
I will be obliged by the earliest intelligence, as my health will 
be benefitted by the delay, the length of the day and the warmth 
of the weather increasing. The filling up the vacancies will 
require more time than you mention, and it will be decent to 
have the fullest House possible, 


Lord Castlereagh to the Right Hon. D. Latoucke. 

Private. Cleveland Square, January 16, 1799. 

My dear Sir—I was directed by my Lord-Lioutenant, upon 
my leaving Ireland, to take the earliest opportunity of com- 
municsting with you on the important question of the Union. 
I regret very much that your absence from town may deprive 
me of an occasion of submitting to you the outline of the pro- 
posed arrangement, as intended to be submitted to the Irish 
Parliament on their meeting. His Excellency is truly anxiouk 
to be informed of your sentiments on the measure, well knowing 
the authority your opinion will carry with it: he relies with 
confidence that the liberal principles upon which the measure 
will be brought forward will meet with your approbation. 
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Ishall return to Ireland the end of the week; should you 
by chance come to town dnring my stay, I shall esteem it a 
great favour to be honoured with an interview. 

T have the honour to be, &e., 
CasTLEREAGH. 


The Duke of Leinster to Lord Castlereagh. 

Carton, January 16, 1799. 
My Lord—I am favoured with your Lordship's letter of 
the 15th, informing me that you were directed by the Lord- 
Lieutenant to acquaint me that business of the greatest im- 
portance will be submitted to Parliament on the first day of 
the acasion, and hoping that it may suit my convenience to be in 
Dublin previous to that time, 1 supposo this business of im- 
portance must be the question of the Union. It ia with real 
concern that I should be obliged to take my seat in the House 
of Lords, to oppose any measure that comes from the Mar- 
quess of Oornwallia; aa I think hia humane conduct since 
arrival here merita the applause of every honest, independent 
man: I only dread the consequences if the measure is perse- 
vered in. Having made up my mind upon the subject, I am 
determined to give the question every opposition I oan; there- 
fore, do not sce any necessity for my sttendance till the mea- 

sure is tsid before Parliament. I remain, &., 
‘LEINSTER. 


Extract of a Letter from the Earl of Inckiquin to Lord 
Cornwallis. 
Bath, January 16, 1799. 
I bsve but one opinion or wish on the wabject of your 
Exoellency’s letter, and that has been for many years the 
same, from my thorough knowledge of the fixed spirit and 
disposition of the lower Pspists of Ireland, that nothing but 
a Union can keep thst bigoted spirit within bounds, inde- 
pendent of the grest and general benefit it will be to this 
12 
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kingdom, not only in commercial advantage, but to their morals 
and civilization, by the spreading of manufactures and trades 
through the south and south-west of the kingdom, at present 
little removed from original barbarism. If Government do 
not carry the measure now into effect, their power and infin- 
ence will be for ever lost in Ireland. 


Mr. Pitt to Lord Castlereagh. 
Private. ‘Downing Street, January 17, 1799, 

My dear Lord—I received this morning your letter, en- 
closing # paper respecting the contribution of Ireland to the 
Reneral expense, the suggestions of which I think entitled to 
great attention, particularly that (which is a very material 
addition to the ideas before stated) relating to the gradual 
equalization of taxes, and consequent abolition of all distinction 
in matters of revenue. I will lose no time in having an account 
drawn out of the produce and rates of duty on every material 
article here, and will be much obliged to you if you will let 
the same be done in Ireland, that some judgment may be 
formed how soon such an equalization might be effected. 

Lord Ely, with whom I had a second conversation yesterday, 
was to aet out for Ireland this morning. He professes to go 
quite unprejudiced, but is apparently very well disposed; and, 
I rather hope, has made up his mind to aupport. 

Thad a very long conversation with Lord Downshire,' who ia 
fall of elarm from the consequence of pressing the measure, I 
urged to him every degree of argument and persuasion that I 
thought most likely to weigh with him, but I cannot be sure 
that I succeeded in anything but convincing him that, in ail 
events, the Union will be persisted in. 1 endeavoured in vain 
to obtain a positive assurance from him that he would go him- 
self immediately, or write to his friends to support, but could 
not bring him to a point, and he left me, apparently undecided 
and embarrassed. 

3 Arthur, second Marques. 
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Lord Conyngham? hes just been with me to say that, ex- 
peoting Lady Conyngham to be confined every day, he cannot 
go over to the mesting, but will be there by tho beginning of 
February. In the mean time, his language is perfectly friendly ; 
but he expresses a atrong wish to know whether he is likely to 
be lected one of the twenty-eight Peers for Ireland.* 

The Duke of Portland seuds to the Lord-Lientenant a sug- 
gestion with respect to the mode of proceeding, on which we 
shall be anxious to receive an early answer, aa we shall be 
guided by it in fixing the time of considering the King’s 
Message. In the mean while, we shall on Tuesday only move 
an Address of form, and probably name that day se'nnight, in 
the first instance, meaning to put it off longer, if, on hearing 
from you, it should become necessary. 

Believe me, my dear Lord, yours very sincerely, 
W. Pir. 

L omitted to mention that Lord Altamont? has been with me, 
with very strong assurances of support. I do not trouble Lord 
Cornwallis with a separate letter, as he must have enough upon 
his hands. 


The Duke of Portland to Lord Cornwallis, 
‘Whitehall, January 17, 1799. 

My Lord—The snxiety with which Lord Castlereagh repro- 
sented the advantages which would be likely to result from the 
general plan of the Union being opened on the part of this 
Kingdom, previous to its being discussed in that of Ireland, has 
engaged hia Majesty's servants to consider the means by which 
that wish could be fulfilled; and I incline to hope that the 
Papers No. 1 aud 2, which I send your Excellency enclosed, 
will appear to you to remove the difficulties which, according 
to the mode of proceeding Inid down in my despatch of 

} Henry, second Baron; created Viscount 1789, and Earl 1797. 


His Lordship became one of the Representative Peers. a 
+ John Denis, third Ear). He was crested Marques of Sligo. 
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——-_, which was carried over by Lord Castlereagh, would 
have nearly rendered his wish unattsinable, and have made it 
almost impracticable, in 20 early a stage of the business, to 
have entered st large into » detail of its extent and effects. 

Great stress having been Isid upon the facilities and benefits 
which would arise out of the sppointment of Commissioners, it 
becomes necessary, on making an arrangement, upon the plan 
wished for by Lord Castlereagh, to form it in such » manner 
as should unite those two objects, and, if I do not much deceive 
myself, the plan which I have now to transmit to your Excel- 
Tency will be found to comprehend them both. With this 
view, you will observe, that, although the appointment of 
the Commissioners is not, as was originally intended, the first 
step to be taken after the Address, it ie only deferred until 
the principles upon which the measure ia to be entered into 
have been discussed and agreed upon, which I think mnst be 
qonsidered to be the fairest and most ingenuous method that 
can be adopted, and is certainly most conformable to the common 
practice which obtains in all analagous transactions, whether of 
s public or of a private nature. It ie hoped, besides, that, by 
laying down as preliminarios certain general principles, by which 
the consultations are to be governed, and which would be looked 
upon by the Commissioners in the light of general instructions, 
mach time may be saved; and, the foundatious and outline of 
the great work having been thus mutually agreed upon, the 
very firet_ meeting of the Commissioners may be employed in 
settling and marking out the detail of those particulars which 
are necessary to complote the several members of this great 
arrangement. 

‘The Memorandum which your Excellency receives enclosed 
makes it unnecessary for me to enter into further reszonings in 
justification or support of this deviation from the original plan ; 
but, lest objections should be made to it upon the ground of 
the delay which may be occasioned by the dissimilarity in the 
mode of proceeiling in the two Parliaments, I wish to obeerve 
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‘that it is imponaible that that difference oan affect the progress 
of the measure in any degree whatever to ita prejudice, It is 
admitted, on all hands, that decency requires that a fortnight 
st least chould intervene betwoen the Address on your Excel- 
Tency’s speech and the first discussion upon tho subject of 
Union. In this Parliament, no such interval is requisite; and 
in a week's time or leas, should it be desirable, the considera. 
tion of the King’s Message may be gone into, and the Resolu- 
tions, if agreed to, may be officially communicated to your 
Excellency by the earliest time which it seems to be in your 
contemplation to appoint for resuming the question ; but the 
facts and arguments respecting this part of the measure aro #0 
fully and clearly stated in the Paper No, 1, that I forbear 
saying any more upon it. But, notwithstanding the preference 
it, must appear that we fool for proceeding in the manner sbove 
proposed, not only from the probability it affords of expediting 
the conclusion of this great work, but from its embracing the 
two objects your Excellency has most at heart, your Excel- 
Tency will understand that our fixed determinstion respecting 
it will be suspended until an snswer can be received from you 
to this despatch. It is now impossible that it should reach us 
in time for fixing the day for the consideration of his Majesty's 
Message, which it is proposed should be the 29th instant, Not- 
withstanding the facility which the good sense and good humour 
of the people of this country afford to secure the accomplishment 
of the measure, we must look to your Excellency's local know- 
ledge and experience for the means which will be most likely 
to convince the Irish of the advantages which we are desirous 
of conferring upon them; and you may be fully assured that 
30 step whatever will be takon in any stage or part of the 
transaction until your opinion has been received of its probable 
effect. Bat, if you shall not have signified to me, on-or before 
the 29th, your consent to the mode of proceeding now proposed, 
and in terms that admit of no doubt of your opinion in its 
favour, it will, as the case may happen, either not be offered 
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ai that time, or be totally withdrawn, and the mode contained 
in the detsiled plan of instructions communicated to your Ex- 
eellency by Lord Castlereagh will be resorted and adhered to, 
unless your Excellency should suggest any better means of 
bringing the business forward than has hitherto occurred. But 
I cannot too strongly impress upon your Excellency’s mind 
tho determination of his Majesty's Ministers to propose this 
measure without delay to the Parliament of the two kingdoms, 
and to support it with all the weight and energy of Govern- 
ment. T have the honour to be, &¢., 
PortTuanD. 


Mr. J. D, Grady to Lord Glentworth. 
York Street, Jannary 17, 1799. 

My dear Lord—Upon the formation of our political oon- 
nexion, which, strong as it is, cannot exceed my personal 
attachment to you, I expressed my determination, in concert 
with your Lordship, to support the administration in Ireland. 
‘Under this impression, I have uniformly acted; and, if the 
minister of this country had found himself embarrassed by 
profligate and desperate faction, either in or out of Parliament, 
1 am persuaded your Lordship feels that I would not have 
‘been an idle or inactive adherent. Hitherto, the measures of 
his administration have afforded little opportunity of mani- 
festing the zeal and decision with which, in a more difficult 
conjuncture, I would bave asserted these our mutual principles, 
as the opposition to them in the present Parliament has been 
languid and unpopular. The present mesaure, however, bears 

* different complexion, and will be encountered by an oppo- 
aition formidable from talenta and popularity. 

Without discussing the question, which the limits of a letter 
will not allow, and which was not perhaps foreseen by the 
most experienced in politics at the time of my connexion with 
your Lordship, I think it but right to state to you how preg- 
nant of injury the measure is to me. Should I omit doing so, 


1799.) VISCOUNT CASTLEREAGH. 121 


I feel you might hereafter reproach me for not stating my 
situation and the loss Thad sustained in my expectations and 
Profession ; when, under s change of men and measures, (how- 
ever it might be your wish) it would be equally impossible for 
you or me to remedy the evil, Were I to addrees myself to 
® stranger, it might be matter of delicacy to state how I 
‘am ciroumstaneed with respect to my profession ; but in trath 
your Lordship may know, and the judges of the land know it, 
that the emoluments I reap from my profession produce and 
have produced me euch an income as has enabled me to pur- 
chase @ moderate and respectable independence; of a great 
portion of that I am likely to be deprived when my unoqui- 
vocal support of the present measure shall be known, from the 
spirit of party which obtains, and the declarations avowed on 
the part of the agents to exclude from the emoluments of the 
profession such barristers as shall take an active part in favour 
of the question. 

This may perhaps accouut to you for the conduct of 
gentleman of my name, who, however connéeted with a per- 
eonage in the highest situation in this country, fails not to 
blow cold on the measure, in the apprehension of being the 
object of an attorney's interdict. Let me add, alao, that I 
suffer much in my expectations, because, if 1 pursue my pro- 
fession, I must remain in this country; and it is idle to say 
that an individual here, however industrious or intelligent as % 
barrister, unknown to the British minister in the Imperial 
Parliament, can expect that situation of which, ss & member 
of the Irish Parliament, time, zesl, and fitness for judicial 
situation soquired at least through practice, might induco » 
reasonable hope. To ambition, connected else with emolument, 
this is s serious impediment ; it would indeed, in some respect, 
be removed if the city which I have the honour te represent 
were to be represented by two members in the Imperial Par- 
liament ; and, as 1 derive much professional emolament from 
my connexion in that city, I may even suffer in that respect 
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from the charge which may be preferred+that, in the part I had 
taken, I had not even made an effort to establish for that 
ancient, loyal, populous, and wealthy city that proportion of 
represeatation which, from these its known characteristics, it 
had « right to expect. 

The sacrifice of ambition, emolument, and professional con- 
sequence, naturally weighed upon my mind, and the result of 
the consideration was that I would even romantically adhere 
to more perhaps than the spirit of my engagement ; yet could 
I not avoid reflecting that others were involved in the conpe- 
quancee of this my determination, and upon this account I 
wished you to consider whether I had not a strong claim in 
the consideration of the minister for the part which, upon this 

jon and on its support, I shall take. Your reply was 
‘that the faith of the British and Irish minister should be pledged 
to the supporters of the present measure, and, in my instance, 
tome. Satisfied that I was not to be neglected upon the occa- 
aion, and knowing that others bad not concealed how circumspect 
they had been in making—whst I deepise—a dirty bargain, 1 
this day wished your Lordship to state to the minister my 
entire reliance upon whatever he asserts on behalf of the British 
and Irish administration respecting the supporters of the pre- 
sent measure, without one word in writing to that effect ; but, aa 
it waa auggested, and not by me, that such engagement, in the 
name of the administration of both countries, would prevent all 
misunderstanding on the subject, I of course could have no 
objection. 

I have written to you, my dear Lord, thus in detail, in 
order fully to apprize you of the nature of my situation, 
astaring you that I think I shall be greater sufferer person- 
ally and politically by the success of the measure than what ia 
called very high situation in the law-line, to say, Counsel to 
the Commissioners, or Chairman of Kilmainham, could at all 
afford adequate compensation for. You will sep the necessity 
of thia detail when you know how easy it is to provide for 
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lawyers who, althougitin Parliament, have little business, and, 
of course, can accept of small situations in their profession. 
Yours most sincerely, &., 
J.D. Grapy. 


The Reo. Nathaniel Alezandor® to Alewander Know, Faq. 
Armagh, January 17, 1709. 

My dear Sir—As Henry is not in Dublin, I write you « 
few lines respecting this neighbourhood, that may be eatia. 
factory to Lord Castlereagh on the subject of the proposed 
Dnion. After » great deal of canvassing, it was determined 
to convene the County of Armagh; and the strongest sppli- 
cations were made to various magistrates, gontlemen of pro- 
perty, to sign a Notice (I anderstand, from good authority, 
that Mr. M’Geogh, Mr. Johnston, Mr. More, and others who 
usually acted with Lord Charlemont, refused); and a paper 
was yesterday posted up in our coffee-room, addressed to the 
Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the County of Armagh, 
stating that meeting would be held on Tuesday, the 22nd, in 
the Court House of thia City, where their attendance was re- 
quosted to consider the present intention of uniting this King- 
dom to Great Britain, signed Osulfeild, Capel Molyneux, 
Brownlow, Richardson, and Jones. Last night it was taken 
down. Lord Caulfeild sent to the bookseller, with whom I waa, 
for all the Notices he had printed, and to stop his proceeding 
farther in the order, which was for two thousand; the book- 
seller had given but few about, but he considered himself 
obliged to go round and collect them sgain, which he did. 
Lord Oanlfeild set ont, I hear, this day, on his road to Dublin. 

Thad hinted to a friend of Lord Osulfeild’s that, if there 
was a meeting, I abould think it fair to propose an sdjourn- 
ment until after the King’s speech, that the people should 
have time to consider what was to be proposed, and that, as he 
had convened the County to take the sense of it, I trusted he 

1 Afterwards Bishop of Down. : 
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would be prepared to vote for the Univa, if his constituenta 
thought it was for their interest. I write this in = grest hurry, 
as the post ia going out, but I trust it will give you an ides of 
the business. Yours sincerely, 

NATHANIEL ALEXANDER. 


The Bishop of Limerick to Lord Oastlereagh. 
Limerick, January 20, 1799. 

My dear Lord—I received the honour of a very polite letter 
from his Excellency the Lord-Lieutensnt, expressing a wish 
that I should attend him in Dublin as soon as I conveniently 
could, as the very important measure of a Union with Great 
Britain would be brought forward in the two Parliaments of 
both kingdoms at the opening of the ensuing session, and I 
abould have obeyed his Excellency’s commands with alacrity, 
if real indisposition had not detained me: a complaint, not of 
a very dangerous nature indeed, but peculiarly afflicting to a 
traveller in a wheel carriage, confines me within the precincts 
of this city for this fortnight past, by a paroxysm of the 
gravel, now, I hope, almost at an end, as they do not usually 
continue much longer. 1 would, however, riak the pain I 
should suffer, if my temporary absence could be of any material 
inconvenience. But, in case of any close division on the 
question, your Lordship is in possession of my proxy, which I 
eft at your disposal when I had the honour of seeing you last 
May, just before the commencement of the Rebellion. 

Your Lordship knows that I am an Englishman and a 
Bishop of the Church of Ireland, and therefore you cannot 
doabi my wishes to support any measure that may beat secure 
the ascendency of the Protestant religion in Ireland, and 
cement for ever the connexion of the two kingdoms; snd I 
trnst that you are now convinced, by my adherence to my 
post in the worst times of danger, that no personal considera~ 
tions will induce me to take a lukewarm part in supporting my 


1799.) VISCOURT CASTLEREAGH. 125 


principles and hia Majesty's Government in this country. It in 
wy intention to hasten to Dublin ss goon as my health will permit, 

T have not been idle in this district since this interesting 
measure has been the subject of general conversstion, and do 
not find that the majority of this city are averse to it: they 
would be very inattentive to their own interests if they were. 

T have the honour to be, &., 
Tuomas Luyxnice. 

I am told that my old friend Qonolly means to support 

Government on this occasion ! ! 


The Hon. Syleester Douglas’ to Lord Castlereagh. 
Tannnry, 1799. 

My dear Lord—It has occurred to me that a compilation I 
made last sammer from the debates of the Irish Parliament, 
and those of the Roman Catholics of Dublin, of passages in 
anticipation of the measure of Union, and from De Foe's 
history, of similar passages or arguments in the Seotch debates 
in 1706, might save you some trouble. I therefore enclose 
& copy of it, which I mean for your use and sight only. You 
will find the Heads of Objection, to the amount of seven, col- 
lected in page 26. The coincidence of those in Ireland and 
Scotland is quite extraordinary ; and I do not perceive that, in 
the numerous publications and debates now going forward, any- 
thing new is stated, or anything that is not, at most, » different 
modification of those seven points, 

Your Lordship will find an important document in Lock- 
hart’s Memoirs, which is not in De Foe, being » general 
Protest against the Union, which the opposers had prepared, 

1 ‘This gentleman, o native of Scotland, was bred to the bar, acqmired 
considerable eminence in his profession, and was appointed King’s coun- 
vel. He obtained « nest in Parliament, wes nominated to varions offices 
suecessively in England and Ireland, and resided for some time in the 
fatter country in quality of Chief Secretary. In 1901, he was elevated 
to the peerage aa Lord Glenbervie. 
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and the Duke of Hamilton had undertaken to present, but 
which never was presented, this breach of engagement being 
one of the singularities of his conduct in that busines. 

We have been a good deal struck here with the cireum- 
stances of a meeting of the County of Lowth being called by 
Mr. Maclintock, Serjeant-at-Arms to the House of Commons; 
and we are all, as you may well suppose, most anxious about 
what shall pass in Ireland during the next three weeks, 

‘Will your Lordship do me the favour to desire Mr, Marshall 
to have the goodness to send me any account there may be in 
print or manuscript of the different righte of election in the 
different boroughs. I think, when the schemes for Parlia- 
mentary reform were in agitation, some euch statement was 
printed—I dare say, inaccurate: however, it would answer my 





purpose, perhaps. Tam, &., 
S. Dovatas. 
Lord Castlereagh to the Duke of Portland. 


‘Dublin Castle, Jannary 21, 1799. 
My Lord-—As I shall not have it in my power probably to- 
morrow to write to your Grace, I am induced to trouble you 
by this night's mail with a few particulars of onr situation. 
Tam not enabled to form a very accurate statement of 
numbers. There is s considerable body still undecided: we 
reckon from 160 to 170 with us, if they attend. Mr. Cooke 
thinks the Opposition can muster 100 certain, if they assemble. 
The Speaker is active and sppears sanguine. Their party had 
yesterday s meeting at Lord Pery’s. His Lordship’s advice 
waa not to fight or divide on the Address, but to wait fora 
more specific proposition. This opinion was not relished by 
the younger members, who were for starting from the post. I 
do not understand that they came to any determination, but 
éonelude an amendment will be moved to the Address. 
1 am happy to inform your Grace that Mr. G. Knox! has 
> Brother of Lord Northland. 
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relieved ua from: all embarrasament by resigning his office: he 
felt the awkwardness in which be was involving both Lord 
Abercorn and himself. The Prime Serjeant? has declined sup- 
porting the measure, Mr. Qoote, the Commissioner, has taken 
hia line decidedly with us, which balances Sir J. Parnell in 
the Queen’s County. 1 am not without hopes that Mr. Wolfe 
may do the same, which will confine the removala at that 
Board to Colonel Foster and Mr. Knox. The Members for 
Antrim are strongly with us. Mr. M’Naghten, ss s conntry 
gentleman, is an important individual: he gives mea favourable 
account of the North. ‘The general disposition is favourable 
to the measure, particularly the linen trade, I hope the 
Speaker's bolduesa in his address to his constituents may not 
alter their impressions. 

‘We have some thoughts of adjourning, after the addresses 
are disposed of, till towarda the day on which the House is to 
be called over, and the proposition made. It cannot materially 
affect our business; indeed, till Mr. Corry is ie-elected,* we 
are not in a situation to proceed with the supply. Koeping 
the Parliament open without business would expose us to col- 
lateral sitacks. As it is intended to send commissioners to 
Ireland, the delay is immaterial. The address to his Majesty 
will be moved in the Commons by Lord Tyrone,* and seconded. 
by Colonel Fitzgerald, member for the county of Cork; that 
to his Excellency by Mr. Jackson, member for Mayo, seconded 
by Mr. M’Naghten, member for Antrim. In the Lords, 
Lord Glandore* will move the address to the King, and, I 
believe, Lord Ormonde‘ to the Lord-Lieutensnt. In the other 


1 James Fitrgerald, who was removed fram his office for opposing the 
mousre, 

5 "The Right Hon. Tanae Corry hail jast been appointed Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, on the removal of Sir John Parnell. 

* Henry de la Poer, eldest son af George, firt Marquem of Water- 
ford. 

4 Jobin Crosbie, second Earl of Glandore. 

* ‘Walter, eighteenth Earl, created Marquess 1835. 
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Honse, the Speakers are allowed to move. Unless the Arch- 
bishop and Lord Carhampton' shall arrive in time, there seem 
no materials for debate. 

‘The violent part the Orangemen have taken up seoms to 
have made a considerable impression in gome of our most 
Protestant supportere. Lord Shannon's opinion is materially 
changed, and I think the Ohsncellor ie a little shaken. 


Samuel Lyle, Eog., to Lord Castlereagh. 
Coleraine, January 23, 1799, 

My Lord—Since I bad the honour of seeing you, I have 
had much conversation with many people in the Counties of 
Down, Antrim, Derry, and Fermanagh, on the subject of a 
Union with England, and J find that almost all the thinking 
people, or those whose opinion is worth notice, are in favour of 
it, provided the terms from England are liberal: the lower 
classes do not seem to mind it, and give little or no opinion on 
the subject. 

Our linen manofacture is in the most flourishing state, which 
makes the weslth of this province, and onght to make us all 
happy. I remain, with much respect, &., 

Samugt LYLE. 


The Right Hon. Sylvester Douglas to Lord Castlereagh, 

Private, Braton Street, Jannary 28,1709. 

My dear Lord—In the uncertainty and anxiety one is 
under relative to what may have passed yesterday in your 
Parliament, but hoping that the wisdom and steadinema of 
Government have been successful, I enclose you a statement 
which I have great reason to believe authentic, I have heard 
it stated by several persons that, for the first 50 years after 
the Union, Scotland suffered. I know not upon what faleo 
data this assertion is made, but the enclosed account of the 

3 Henry Lawes Luttrell, second Karl, 
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progressive population is a strong refutation of it in regard to 
the two principal cities of that kingdom, and furnishes 3 con- 
siderable argument as to the offects of a Union upon Dublin. 
In addition to this, Adam Smith, who wrote near thirty years 
ago, and did not advance snything on slight inquiry, makes 
no such distinction (which seems absurd on the face of it), but 
considers the Union as having been from the first highly 
beneficial to Scotland. 

The Excise and Customs of Scotland at the Union produced 
but £63,000, those of England near £2,500,000. In 1797, 
the Excise and Customs of Scotland amounted to £1,400,000; 
those of England only to 17 millions: whereas, in the old 
proportion, they should have been more than 50 millions, The 
gross Revenue of Scotland in 1797 was between £1,700,000 
and £1,800,000. 

Tam, my dear Lord, &¢. 
8. Dovaras. 


Progress of Population in Edinburgh and Glasgow. 


EDINBURGH AND LEITH. GLASGOW. 
Years. Inhabitants. Years. Inhabitanta. 
1678 «80,498 | From 1666101659 14,565 
1705 85,698 » 1660, 1602 12,901 
1722 40,887 1690, 1700 «19,714 
1755 (87,185 1766 31,840 
1775 70,480 1791 68,548 
1791 85,486 1798 69,706 
1798 92,673 

Pee te tros $6,698 

Inerease in 98 years 


since the Union } 56,881 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
‘Whiteball, January 25, 1709. 
My Lord—I have the Duke of Portland's directions to 
tranemit to your Lordship, for the information of the Lord- 
VOL. II. EK 
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Lientenant, 8 copy of an account received from Osptain Dundas 
of the enemy's forea in the Texel. 
I have the honour to be, &e., 
Wittux WIicknaM. 


Eatract of a Letter from Captain Dundas, of H.M.8. Juno, to 
ee Sanuary 16, 1799. 

1 learn that in the Texel there are nine sail of the line, but 
not fully manned, five Indiamen fitted for troops and stores, 
intended for Ireland, and fivo frigates fit to go to wes, At 
present, there are no troops near the Texel. 


The Lord-Lieutenant to the Duke of Portland. 
Dublin Castle, Janoary 25, 1799. 

My Lord—I have to state to your Grace that the party 
which on Tuesday supported the amendment to the address 
gained last night on the Report sufficient strength to expunge 
the original paragraph. The leaders of the Opposition were 
sanguine in their hopos of cementing the members who voted 
with them into » fixed Anti-Union opposition, and openly 
professed their expectation of overturning the present Adminis- 
tration. Sir John Parnell, who made strong declarations on his 
removal from office of his disinclination to engage in any fac- 
tious opposition, was encouraged to enter warmly into the views 
of the party, and, in his speech, particularly recommended 
to the House the sdoption of a general Resolution, pledging 
them conclusivoly against the principle of s Legiatative Union, 
Lord Osstlereagh, with a view of breaking up the party for 
general purposes, made an attack upon them, which, towards 
the close of the debate, appears to have made the country 
gentlemen the more eager to withdraw from their new aaso- 
eistes. The question was strongly argued by the friends of 
Government, particularly by Mr. W. Smith (Baron Smith's 
son), whose speech, I onderstand, tended strongly to ostablish 
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the measure in the feelings of the House; though it could not 
be expected to alter the decision of the question. 

Lord Castlereagh was strongly pressed to decline the agita- 
tion of the question during the present Session. He decidedly 
refused entering into any compromise, declaring that he should 
always keep himself free to propose it whenever the temper of 
Parliament and of the country appeared to him to render it 
expedient to do so, and professed that it was s measure 
Government never would lose sight of, convinced that cool 
reflection must recommend it to the House and to the country. 

Your Grace will be informed, by my official despatch, of the 
fate of Mr. Ponsonby's attempt to commit the House. I con- 
sider the party as partially dissolved ; but we must be pre- 
pared to find the Opposition considerably increased in strength. 

The Speaker, the Ponsonbys, and Sir John Parnell, have 
all possible inclination to hostility: whether they will be able 
to assemble numbers with any effect on general topics of oppo- 
aition I cannot yet pronounce. I am confiderft a considerable 
proportion of last night’s opposition will return to Government. 

Mr. J. O, Beresford this morning resigned his office, very 
liberally expressing his wish to relieve the Administration 
from all difficulties on his account, and desirous that the aup- 
port which he intended to afford the Government on all other 
questions might not be attributed, in any degree, to hia wish 
to retain his situation, 

Considering the Speaker as docidedy hostile, I cannot look 
to the possibility of making Mr. Foster an exception to those 
principles which have been adopted towards other servants of 
the Crown who have opposed Government; but I do not 
think his dismissal presses so much in point of time as to 
induce me to proceed without waiting for » communication 
from your Grace, intimating the general sentiments of Minis- 
ters upon the system to be 

Your Grace will recollect that I stated some time since the 
Catholics stand sloof, apparently with a view of inducing 

xz 
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Government to compromise with them, in order to gain popular 
strength in favour of the Union. Since the Opposition has 
sasembled in force, I have reason to believe that a negotiation 
has been set on foot to connect them with the opposers of the 
measure. I shall endeavour to collect further information, 
and shall not fail to communicate the result to your Grace. 
It ia anid that a committee on the state of the nation will be 
prepared, There was every disposition in the leaders of Oppo- 
sition to follow up their victory with addresses to restore the 
dismissed servants of the Crown. The Bar have entered into 
resolutions to give the Prime Sergeant precedence as at pre- 
sent. They met with the proper rebuke this morning from 
tho chief Judges (particularly the Chancellor) in their reapec- 
tive courts, I propose that tho Parliament should adjourn 
for ton days, to give time for the re-elections, and for the 
arrangoment of business, 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 

Whitchell, January 25, 1799. 
My Lord—I am directed by the Duke of Portland to 
tranemit to your Lordship, for the information of the Lord- 
Lieutonant, copy of intelligence which has been received 
from ® porson in London relative to the intended conveyance 
of a quantity of arms and ammunition, with about 250 Irish 

rebels from Brest to Ireland, to be landed near Youghal. 
I have the honour to be, &e. 
‘Wy. Wickuam. 


Extract of a Letter, dated London, January 19, 1799. 

A acheme is now going forward at Brest, to forward a large 
quantity of arms and ammunition with about 250 Irish rebels, 
to be landed near Youghall, under the direction of Thomas 
Hornett and Thomas Maurice, natives of that part of the 
country. I am in possession of the names of about 100 of 
the party, which, if thought proper, I shall give in to any 
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office your Lordship may order, and give every information in 
my power. Yesterday, I wrote to Earl Shannon with the 
information, aa ho is in that neighbourhood. 


Lord Castlereagh to his Grace the Duke of Portland. 

Private. Dublin Castle, January 25, 1799, 

My Lord—I endeavoured to explain to your Grace in my 
last letter the canses to which I attributed our failore on the 
Address, The same operated last night, and induced the 
House of Commons to forgot ita duty by the Crown, in ox- 
punging from its Address all notice of the King’s recommen- 
dation of taking into their consideration the best means of 
strengthening the connexion between the two countries, &. 

‘The impression of the second debate was more favourable 
than its jasue. It was argued with effect by our friends that 
the disinclination of the House to adopt Mr, Ponsonby’s 
Resolution is a tacit though not a recorded assent to the 
future agitation of the subject. The Opposition, exclusive of 
the Speaker, Sir J. Parnell, aud the Ponsonbys, is composed 
of country gontlemen, who are alarmed at 4 measure so new 
to them, and which interferes with their election politics. 

Were it possible, by adopting the principle of partial com- 
pensation, to give a groater proportionate weight to the coun- 
ties, without provoking an increased resistance from the borough 
proprietors, the measure would meet with much lesa resistance, 
particularly with that class of men who carry most weight 
with them—the country gentlemen. Considering the temper 
of Parliament and of the country, I do not see the possibility 
of re-agitating the question this Session with any advantage $ 
indood, I have great doubte whether it should be tried again 
in the present Parliament, it being, as I had the honour of 
stating to your Grace, most unfortunately composed, unless 
the leading interests can be prevailed on to embark more 
heartily in its support. Although no deliberative proceeding 
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should be taken at present in either Parliament, it is for your 
Grace and the other Ministers to consider whether much 
benefit might not arise from a statement from anthority, in 
either or both Parliaments, of the ontline of the measure. 
‘The Resolutions might be laid on the table and printed, and 
not proceeded in, 
I have the honour to be, &., 
CasTLEBEAGH. 

PS.—I understand that Lord Kenmare has sen the Lord- 
Lieutenant, and intimated to him that it was intended to bring 
on the Catholic Question. His Excellency will write farther 
to your Grace on this subject to-morrow. 


The Duke of Portland to the Lord-Lieutenant. 
Whitehsll, January 26, 1799, 

My Lord—I have not lost s moment in laying before the 
King yoar Excellency’s despatches of the 28rd, which were 
brought me this morning by Captain Taylor, and in consulting 
the rest of his Majesty’s confidential servants upon the points 
on which you are desirous of knowing our opinion. 

Although the result of the Debate in the House of Com- 
mons on your Excellency’s Speech from the throne makes it 
necessary for you to defer for the present the consideration of 
the measure of Union, and may possibly render it advisable 
not to resume it in the course of the present session, we are 
unanimously of opinion thst nothing that has happened ought 
to oocasion any alteration in the intentions we had formed, or 
any deviation from the plan which it was in our contemplation 
to parsue; and Mr. Pitt will accordingly open to the House 
of Commons, on Thursday next, the Resolutions of which I 
sent your Excellency a copy on the 27th inst., will resume 
them on the Tuesday or Thursday following, for the purpose 
of taking the sense of the House upon them, and, should it be 
as favourable as thore is certainly every reason to expect, he 
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will bring them up in the conrse of a few days for the concur- 
rence of the House of Lords, whose dispositions, I flatter 
myself, were too plainly manifested by the manner in which 
they recived the King’s message of the 22nd, not to entitle 
me to presume that they will feel, upon this important subject, 
an equal degree of liberality with the Commons and the rest 
of the nation, and that I shall receive his Majesty’s commands 
to transmit the Resolutions to your Excellency, to be commu- 
nicated to the Parliament of Lreland, at auch time and in such 
manner as you shall judge most proper and expedient. 

‘The union of the kingdom is a measure so evidently bene- 
ficial to the general interests of Ireland, that it is not possible 
seriously to suppose that the good sense of that country will 
not prevail, and ere long get the better of the opposition which 
it has now met with from the passions and projudices of the 
day; and it is moreover so necessary to the strength, the 
security, and the tranquillity of the ompire, that his Majesty 
will never suffer his servants to lose sight of it, nor will they, 
I trust, be ever so remiss or unmindful of their duty as to 
omit or neglect auy means of attaining so eslutary and im- 
portant an object, and which, unless it be sccomplished, will 
ever leave incomplete that final adjustment which was so much 
profeased to be the view of the arrangement which took place 
between the two kingdoms in 1782. This would naturally 
Jesd me to observe upon the extraordinary assertions of the 
Speaker and others, who have affirmed that the proceedings at 
that time were to be considered as a final adjustment between 
the two kingdoms; but, thongh I cannot pass them entirely 
by without notice, I will satiafy myself with referring you to 
the journals (I believe) of either Parliament, but to those of 
the House of Commons of this country, from the 9th of April 
to the end of that Session, where you will find the most ample 
means of contradicting and putting down this assertion. 

I therefore proceed to the only other point on which your 
Excellency expresses, and on which you instructed Captain 
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Taylor to urge, your desire of being immediately informed, of 
the sentiments of his Majesty's Ministers—I mean, the removal 
from office of those persons who have taken a part respecting 
the Union in opposition to Government. There can be no 
doubt of the measure to which our feelings would carry us, 
and that duplicity and treachery would not receive from us @ 
greater degree of indulgence and forbearance than open and 
active hostility, But we are sensible that, in auch & crisis as 
the present, other circumstances must be attended to, and that, 
though it may be nocessary to make the Speaker himself and 
the country sensible that his rank and situation can not pro- 
serve their employments to such of his family and dependents 
as act in opposition to the moasures of Government, it may 
not be advisable to use the samo degree of severity to those 
who, though they msy have shrunk from their duty and given 
way to the timid and speculative disposition of their minds, 
have not taken ao decided a part as to force you to deem them 
irreclaimable and incapable of being restored to » proper sense 
of their duty. 

As for the actors of an inferior order, I pasa them over 
entirely, and have only to recommend it to you to rely upon 
your own judgment respecting the treatment of political of- 
fenders of every description. At this distance from the aceve 
of action, tho imperfect view and judgment which ean be 
formed of the state of things very little enables me to pro- 
seribe the proportionate measure of firmness and moderation 
which the occasions may require. Your own discretion will 
cortainly be your best guide, and I hope it is unnecessary to 
assure your Excellency that, whatever your decisions may be, 
you may depend upon their receiving the unreserved sanction 
and support of his Majesty's servants. Whatever may be the 
conduct your Excellency may pursue with respect to the de- 
linquents, I am persuaded that every conciliatory measure 
will be puraued by you, and thst nothing will be omitted on 
your part which can convince the misguided of their errors, 
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snd that can reconcile them to s proper sense of their own 
interests, and of the real tendency of the measure you have in 
view. 

Lest it should be possible that the suocesa which may attend 
the attack to which you are exposed on the report of the Ad- 
dress may induco your Excellency to question whether the 
King’s Government here may not be disposed to suspend the 
intended plan of their proceeding, and alter the language they 
have hitherto held respecting the Union, I think it right to 
apprise you that such an event was a contingency which had 
not escaped our consideration, and that I am authorized to 
assure you that, whatever may be the fate of the Address, our 
deterinination will remain unaltered and our exertions un- 
abated; and that, though discretion and good policy may re- 
quire that the measure should be suspended by yon during this 
Session, I am to desire that you will take care that it shall be 
understood that it neither is nor ever will be abandoned, and 
that the support of it will be considered as » necossary and 
indispensable test of the attachment on the part of the Irish to 
their connexion with this country. 

Your Excellency is now so fully possessed of the expecta- 
tions and determinations of this Government with respect to 
the Union, that I have only to add that I am, with great truth 
and regard, Yours, &., 

PoRTLAND. 


Lord Camden to Lord Castlereagh, 
s Arlington Street, January 26, 1799. 

Dear Castlereagh—Captain Taylor has brought us accounts, 
which have certainly very much disappointed us. 

It givea me great satisfaction, however, to learn that your 
exertions were great, and your individual conduct approved of 
by all the friends of Government in Ireland, a well aa here. 
This information has not altered Mr. Pitt's determination to 
submit the intended Resolutions to the English Parliament, 
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and the Lord-Liewtenant will be informed that the measure 
will be persisted in by the English Government. I am yet to 
Jeatn how you and othera were deceived by the membera on 
whom you depended. It appears by all the accounts I saw, 
that very fow persons in actual office voted against you. 


Ever most affectionately, yours, 
CampEN. 


Lord Camden to Lord Castlereagh. 
(No date—Indorsed, 1799.] 

Dear Oastlereagh—I have received, and am much obliged 
to you for your two letters. 1 do assure you I told you no 
more than the trath when I informed you that your conduct 
had met with the approbation of the Ministers hore, and that 
the disadvantages under which you laboured were felt and 
aoknowlodged to be very great. 

Without being upon the spot, it is difftcult to judge, but I 
confess I was sorry the thanks to the Speaker were voted as 
they wore, because Mr. Pitt had heard from the highest 
authority that his conduct in the chair had been grossly 


T certainly advised you in one of my letters to endeavour to 
draw Parnell back to your counsels, but his conduct has made 
that measure almost impossible, and you know him enough to 
be aware that firmness is the only way of governing him. 

Tam much disappointed at Foster's most intemperate con- 
duct, snd I think, although he is now enjoying s momentary 
popularity, his character will suffer materially. 

I am not singular in my opinion that a decisive tone should 
be taken with those who act as the Speaker has done, and 
in thinking that a defeat in point of numbers is less to be 
dreaded than an appearance of being afraid to attack a popular 
character. 


Believe me over most affectionately yours, 
CampEn. 
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Lord Castlereagh to the Duke of Portland. 
‘Dublin Castle, January 28, 1799. 

My Lord—I feel it my duty to call your Grace's attention 
and that of his Majesty's other confidential servants, as well 
to the measures which are hereafter to be pursued in the Go- 
vernment of this kingdom as to the state of parties, which ia 
likely to arise out of the late discussion of the Union and the 
removals connected with it, trusting that the points which I 
shall have the honour of submitting will receive an early and 
fall consideration, and that I shall receive, with as little delay 
as possible, directions for the government of my conduet on 
the several delicate questions which may be brought into public 
discussion, in the course of the present Session. The question 
of Union was brought forward upon the principle that two in- 
independent Legislatures had a tendency to separate; that the 
independent Legislatures of Ireland and England had shown 
that tendency ; and that tho effecta of it were felt in divisions 
at home, and attempts of invasion from abroad. 

Parliament refuses to listen to the queation of Union; st the 
game time, wishes to continue and strengthen the connection. 
Tho opposers of the Union, with view of consolidating, ae far 
as possible, their party, and at the same time of diminishing 
the motives which exist for the adoption of the measure, will 
probably bring forward separately several of the points which are 
relied on by the friends of Union, in order to render either ite 
adoption lesa necessary, or to embarrass Government by throw- 
ing upon them the onus of rejecting them. 

‘The evils proposed to be cured by a Union are :—Religious 
divisions, the defective nature of the Imperial connection, and 
commercial inequalities. Additional motives in favour of the 
measure have arisen from an expectation that it would lead to 
‘a regulation in respect to Tithes, the most comprehensive 
cause of public discontent in Ireland, and an arrangement in 
favour of the Catholic and Dissenting Clergy. These ques- 
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tions may, and probably will be, brought forward upon an 
Anti-Union principle, and the resistance of them by Govern- 
Ment must tend to divide the Parliament and the kingdom 
into Unionists and Anti-Unionista. In the establishment of 
this party-principle, the question of British and Irish authority 
will be strongly at issue. The religious question will probably 
be firet taken up. 

It is plain that, upon a mere principle of pursuing power, 
ambition, and revenge, it ia the interest of the Catholics to ob- 
tain political equality without a Union; for, as the general 
democratic power of the Stato is increasing daily by the general 
wealth and prosperity, and as the Catholics form the greater 
part of the democracy, their power must proportionably increase 
whilst the kingdoms are separate, and the Irish oligarchy is 
stationary, or declining. The Catholics, therefore, if offered 
equality without 9 Union, will probably profor it to equality 
with a Union ; for, in the latter case, they must ever be con- 
tout with inferiority ; in the former, they would probably by 
degrees gain ascendency. 

In addition to the usual supporters of Emancipation, many 
of the Anti-Union party will now take up the Catholic cause, 
the better to defest the question of Union. ‘They will thus 
expect to detach the Catholics from Government, and to engage 
the mob of the whole kingdom against the Union. Were the 
Catholic question to be now carried, the great argument for a 
Union would be lost, at least, as far as the Catholics are con- 
cerned: it seems therefore more important than ever for Go- 
vernment to resist its adoption, on the grounds that without 
& Union it must be destructive ; with it, that it may be safe. 
Iam of opinion that the measure hereafter to secure its success 
must be proposed on a more enlarged principle; but, if the 
immediate object of Government is to resist the Catholie claims 
rather than to renew the question of Union, I mach doubt the 
Policy of at present holding ont to them any decided expocta- 
tions: it might weaken us with the Protestants, and would not 
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atrengthen us with the Catholics, whilst they look to carry their 
question unconnected with Union. 

‘With a view to obviate some of the imperial embarrasaments 
arising out of our present principle of connection, a Regency 
Bill, making the Regent of Great Britain ipso facto Regent of 
Ireland, will probably be proposed—they may also make a 
parade of offering to contribute proportionably to general ex- 
pences; farther than this I do not think they can attempt to 
go; and I should beg your Grace’s ideas on the best mode of 
meeting these propositions for partial and imperfect accom- 
modation. 

The Commercial question will be urged and stated not to be 
necessarily connected with Union—it cannot be pressed at 
present, however, with 3 very good grace, after the Parlia- 
ment has refused even to deliberate on question of Imperial 
safety. 

Your Grace must be aware that the party will carry the 
feelings of the country more with them upon the question of 
Tithes than any other. They will press Government to bring 
it forward, and impute their refusing to do so to a determina- 
tion to force the question of Union by withholding from the 
people advantages which might be extended to them equally by 
the Irish Legislature. They will also call upon Government 
to make provision for the Catholic and Presbyterian clergy, aa 
they have been taught to expect it: how far thia mossure, 
which appears so necessary in itself, ahould be postponed and 
connected with the Union, it is for Ministers to decide. 

I have endesyoured shortly to point your Grace's atten- 
tion to the topics of which the Opposition will probably avail 
themeclves, and your Grace will observe their tendency to 
consolidste an Anti-Union party, contending on ptinciples 
common to, but short of, those maintained by the friends of 


the measure. 
I have the honour to be, &., 
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Lord Oastloreagh to the Duks of Portland. 
Jannary 28, 1799. 

My Lord — Mr. Elliot, who sails, by Lord Cornwallis’s de- 
aire, for England to-night, will explain to your Grace more in 
detail than it is possible for me to do in a letter, the circam- 
stances, some unforeseen and others apprebended, which have 
occasioned a failure in the messure of Union. Begging to refar 
your Grace to him for particulars, the anxiety I feel that the 
King’s immediate servants in this country should stand jus- 
tified im your Grace’s opinion, as having done their utmost to 
secure success, induces me to transmit to your Grace some 
papers which will serve to explain the extent to which we were 
deceived and sbandoned by our friends; and I shall trouble 
your Grace with a few explanatory observations. 

When I had the honour of seeing your Graco, I did not 
spprehend that the question would have been fought on the 
Address, I did imagine that, whatever repngnance the House 
might ultimately feel to the measure, they would not resist the 
digoussion, and that all opposition would be postponed till a 
specific proposition on the subject was brought on by Govern- 
ment. The opponents of the measure, feeling it more advan- 
tageous to resist it by clamour than by argument in the several 
public meetings which took place, the principle of the incom- 
petence of Parliament, and the justifiableness of resistance on 
the part of the people, was openly relied on. This warmth, 
added to the feelings of the country gentlemen for their country 
interesta, sent them up to town much better prepared to talk 
treason than to listen to argument on the subject. 

Although I had written to every individual membor, re- 
questing to communicate with him on the subject, previous to 
the meeting of Parliament, many only came to town on tho 
day of the debate, which precluded my seeing them till I met 
them in the House. I the less apprehended any bad conse- 
quences from this, ss I did not conceive that clamonr would so 
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far prevail, as to induce them to refuse to entertain the ques- 
tion. The event, as your Grace has beon already informed, 
hsppened otherwise ; and the country gentlemen, as if they had 
been engaged in a fox-hunt, instead of s debate on most mo- 
mentous question, seemed to contend who should indulge most 
loudly in an outery too frequently unconstitutional. 

This was not the only untoward cireamstanoe that attended 
us, The disinclination, or, at best, the lukewarm disposition 
shown by Lord Downshire and Lord Ely, threw a manifest 
damp on our party. This was strongly confirmed by Lord 
Ely's not voting himself in the House of Lords, in the early 
part of the evening. Instead of bringing forward eighteen 
members, as these noble lords might have done, but five ap- 
peared; and one of Lord Downshire's, my colleague, Mr. 
Savage, voted against us the second night. 1 could neither be 
prepared for nor guard against this misfortune by any previous 
communication, as Lord Downshire was absent, and Lord Ely 
did not land till the Lord-Lieutenant was at the House, deli- 
vering his speech. 

Tho same neglect or inattention prevailed, on the part of 
other principal supporters, in bringing forward their members, 
as your Grace will observe by the lista. Some absolutely de- 
ceived us; others, from whom wo had expectations, were 
deterred by the appearance of disturbance in the metropolis, 
and even by personal threate: but what seemed to operate 
most unfavourably, was the warmth of the country gentlemen, 
who spoke in great numbers and with much energy against the 
queation. 

I should despair of the success of the measure at any future 
period, so weighty is the opposition of the country gentlemen 
in our House, were I not convinced that their repognanee 
turns more upon points of personel interest than a fixed aver- 
sion to the principle of Union. Indeed, their violence sub- 
sided evidently in the progress of the second night's discussion, 
‘Whether a more acceptable distribution of the Representation 
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can be made before the measure is again agitated, will deserve 
the attention of ministers, I am aware of the strong ob- 
jections which exist to the admission of more than one hundred 
members from Ireland: perhaps they are so weighty as to ren- 
der the measure, under different arrangements, neither desirable 
nor admissible; but 1 see no plan which would disarm private 
interest, and put the question at issue upon its own merits, 
but that of leaving the counties as they now stand, with two 
representatives, giving the thirty-one open boroughs and the 
University one member each, which would be esteemed equi- 
valent to the two thoy now return, and giting pecuniary oom- 
penestion to the remaining eighty-six boroughs for whatever 
diminution of their value might be occasioned by the mode of 
classing them adopted. If two boroughs are united, the loss 
of valuo will be about one half, or £7000, calculating an Irish 
aeat at £2000; if three boroughs are united, the compensation 
must be proportionably larger: in the former case, the groas 
expense would be £562,000, or, if fandod at six per cent., 
£33,720 per annum, an annuity of £40,000 would pay the 
interest and sink the capital in a term of less than forty years. 
The gross number of representatives, were the above plan 
adopted, combining only two boroughs, and giving Dublin and 
Cork two members each, would be 141: if three boroughe are 
combined, the numbers would be reduced to 126. 

I have ventured merely to throw ont these general ideas for 
your Grace's consideration, not presuming to give any opinion 
on the subject, and feeling thot, if there was any store either 
of forosight or liberality in our Parliament, the arrangement 
recommended by the King’s ministers would have been per- 
foctly astisfactory. So great an alteration in the present 
syatem of Great Britain was no inconsiderable risk to en- 
counter in favour of this country, however important the 
measure may be to the Empire; and it is impossible not 
to trace ite importance every day more strongly in the 
temper of the country. It is perhaps more reasonable that 
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Ireland should be left by experience to learn its true interests, 
than be tempted by arrangements on the part of England, be- 
yond what either justice or liberality requires, to conform to 
‘what its own safety 80 imperiously demands. 

Mr. Elliot will explain to your Grace how far he thinks the 
present temper of Parliament and of the country render s 
revival of the measure expedient in the present session. I 
think the agitation of the question bas been advantageous, both 
within and without doors, to its future success. A detailed 
statement of the outlines of the measure aubmitted to the legis- 
lature of both countries, but not proceeded in this session, 
would probably tend to prepare the publie mind for its more 
favourable reception hereafter. 

However I may have failed, from inability, in the discharge 
of the important trust committed to me, I am confident your 
Grace will believe there has been no defect of zeal; and I ven- 
ture to rely on your Grace's favourable interpretation of my 
conduct, T have, &c., 0. 


The Duke of Portland to Lord Castlereagh. 
London, Tuesday Evening, January 29, 1799. 

My dear Lord—The condnct you have observed respecting 
the Union, in the two extraordinary debates you have had to 
sustain, has been so perfectly judicious and so exactly what 
could have been wished, that I should do the rest of the King's 
servants, as well as myself, great injustice, was I to dofor our 
fullest assurances of the satisfaction it has given us, and of the 
important advantages we anticipate — I should aay, with more 
propriety, which have been derived from the temper, the firm- 
ness, aud the spirit you displayed on both these important and 
most trying occssiona ; for I must attribute to them the Kappy 
termination of the business on Thursday, and the defeat and 
total rout of Mr. George Ponsonby's motion, an event which, 
if improved, as I have no doubt it will be, I look to as being 
capable of affording greater facility and security to the com-~ 
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pletion of the Union than if the Address had been carried by 
Ro greater majority than we had latterly reason to expect. 
‘Without stopping to reconcile or to account for the apparent 
inconsistency and contradiction in the conduct of those gentle- 
men who voted against the concluding paragraph of the 
Address, and for the rejection of Mr. George Ponsonby’s mo- 
tion,7 1 should submit to you thst every advantage and use 
should be made of it to conciliate and reunite those who show 
any inclination to havo it accepted as an apology for their two 
proceding votes, and who consider themselves open to discusa 
the quostion of Union. And I cannot but hope that the 
opinion which ia said to have been expressed in the North, as 
well as tho South and in some parts of the Wost, in favour 
of the Union, will be cultivated with every possible attention ; 
and that, whenever (always understood that the attempt should 
not be made until it is warranted by a suitable temper in the 
country) a public declaration of that opinion can be manifested, 
it will not be neglected to be obtained. It seems as if the cry 
of Dublin had carried away many gentlemen whose interests 
in all respects must be benefitted bya Union ; and I have seon 
with some surprise, a4 well as with real concern, a deference 
expressed for the opinion of constituents which I conceive to 
have been as unnecossary as it is certainly unconstitutional, 
and in casos where tho reprosentative might have taken the 
lead and taught hia constituents the manner in which they 
‘were to consider the effects of this measure. 

Your Lordship will have seen, by ‘my despatch of last 
Saturday to the Lord-Lieutenant, what is the opinion of the 
‘King’s servants here on the measure which you suggest at the 
conelusion of yours (private) of the 25th. Mr. Pitt is perhaps 
‘at this time stating in the House of Commons the great prin- 
ciples upon which it would be desirable for a Union of the two 
countries to be formed, (of which you are in possession by the 
copy of the resolutions which I some time since transmitted 
to the Lord-Lieutenant) which resolutions he will propose to 
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lny before his Majesty with a joint address of the two Houses, 
submitting it to his wisdom to communicate them to the 
government of Ireland at such time and in such manner as he 
shall judge fitting. ‘They therefore may or may not be laid 
before the Irish Parliament, and discussed then or not in the 
course of this session, according to cireumstances, of which you 
‘will be able toinform us. I find some persone already very san- 
guine in their expectations of a rapid and general chango of the 
public sentiment respecting this measure; but, anxious aa J am 
for it, for the reasons which I will not now repeat, 1 hope you will 
not allow us to prevail upon you to bring it in again until you are 
satisfied that the country is in a proper state of mind to adopt 
it: and, in preparing it for the reception of that measure, I 
desire that your Lordship will not, from any sentiment of deli- 
cacy, or other motive whatever, decline calling upon me, or 
any other of his Majosty’s servanta, for our co-operation and 
exertions of every sort, and in every way which it occurs to 
you may, by any possibility, contribute to facilitate its accom- 
plishment, in which you may depend upon the most ready 
compliance, or with a statement at large of the reasons which 
induce us to withhold it. 

I wrote to the Lord-Lieutenant yesterday (which was one of 
the reasons which prevented my finishing this letter, which, 
you will observe, was begun on Tuesday night) on the subject 
of his conversation with Lord Kenmare, in which I deprecated, 
in the strongest terms, any encouragement being given to the 
Ontholios to hopé for any alteration in their situation, as long 
as the Parliament of Ireland should continue im its present 
atate. The more I consider that proposition, the more I am 
convinced that it never ought to be attempted, unless a Union 
takes place: that, in the present circumstances—I mean, the 
state of Ireland’s present independence — it would be equally 
injurious to the orderly Catholics, who are now posssased of 
landed and personal property, and to the Protestants, and that 
it would once more deluge the country in blood, and that what 
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is ealled Catholic emancipation cannot be attempted with safety 
to the persons of either persuasion but through the medium of a 
Union and by the means of a United Parliament. Nor do I hesi- 
tate to add that, for the sake of the professors of both religions, 
J hope it will not be one of the first acta of that Parliament. 
By lettora which I have received from Ireland since I began 
this, great as the fatigue and severo sa the trial has boon which 
you underwent, you must allow me at least not to regret it, and 
very cordially to congratulate you upon the issue of it, and 
suffer me to join in the opinion and wishes of two of my corre: 
spondents, who think you fully entitled to, and who are con- 
fident that you must have acquired, by your conduct on those 
two days, that respoct and confidence which will facilitate all 
the measures of your administration and your future course in 
life. I am, with great truth and regard, 
Yours, &.,  PorTLann. 


The Bishop of Meath to Lord Castlereagh. 
January 81, 1799. 

My Lord—I found a note on my table last night, informing 
me that tho Roman Catholics have, by common consent, post- 
poned their intention of coming forward in any way, and 
Tesolvod not to embarrass Government for the present. 

I should submit to your Lordship the expediency of sending 
for Lord Fingal and Lond Kenmare, and whomever else thoy 
would advise your Lordship to seo, and to have some conver- 
astion with them. If I could further presume to offer my 
advice; it would be to make the following an article of the 
Union:—That all paina, penalties, and exclusions whatever 
that are now in force against the Roman Catholics of Ireland 
should be repealed (excepting the Lord-Lientenant and prin- 
cipal Seoretary), and that their admission to seats in the 
United Parliament should be left to be settled by that Parlia- 
ment. can see no possibility of danger to the Protestant 
eetablishment in either country from such a regulation under 


1799.] VISCOUNT CASTLEREAGH. 149 


the proposed system of Union, although I might fear the con- 
sequences of it under the old system. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
T. L, Meats.) 


Memorandum relative to opposition to the Union from personal 
interests, By Lord Castlereagh. Sent to the Duke of' Port- 
land February 1, 1799. 

Exclusive of the difficulties naturally attendant on a moasure 
so novel and #0 important as a Union, it is worth examining 
in what degree private interest has obviously opposed an ob- 
stacle to its success; with a view, as well of considering how 
far, by a variation of the arrangement, this mighty impedi- 
ment may be removed, as of judging on more certain principlea 
with what hopes of s more favourable event it may be revived 
on @ futare occasion. 

I shall not take into the consideration the opposition given 
to the measure out of doors, in any other point of view than 


1 ‘This distinguished prelate, Thomas Lewis O'Beirne, was of a Catholis 
family in the County of Longford, and was eent with his brother John to 
the College of St. Omer, to be educated for the priesthood. On arriving 
at an age for duly investiysting the grounds of that religion, he found 
reasons for renouncing its creed, and adopting that of the Established 
Church, in whieh he took orders. At the commencement of the American 
war, he was chaplain in the fleet under Earl Howe, by whom he was intro- 
duced to the Duke of Portland; and he accompanied his Grace to Ireland. 
an his private Secretary, in 1782. When Earl Fitzwilliam was appointed. 
Lord-Lieutenant, he took Dr. O'Beirne with him as his firet chaplain. Not 
long afterwards he was promoted to the bishopric of Ossory, and, on the 
death of Dr. Maxwell,translated tothe See of Meath. His letteraand papers 
in this collection, relating to the Roman Catholics, proving hia fotimate 
‘acquzintance with the doctrines, spirit, and institutions of Romania, are 
fraught with considerations, which, even at the present day, deserve the 
‘most serious sttention of all who feel interested in the welfare of Ireland, 
‘A singular circumstance in the history of this prelate was that John 
O'Beirne, adhering to the religious tevete in which he was brought up, 
after the lapse of years, actually officisted as parish priest in the same 
diocese over which his brother Thomas presided as the Protestant bishop. 
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its affording the Members within a more plausible and popular 
pretence for acting upon their own private feelings. The per- 
sons naturally committed against 5 Union may be classed as 
follows :— 

The Borough Proprietors—The Secondary Interesta in 
Countics—-The Primary Interests in Counties—-The Barria- 
tera—The Purchasers into the present Parliament— Indi- 
viduals connected with Dublin. 

It is scarcely necessary to point out the various modes in 
which the measure goes to affect the classes above-mentioned. 
It is evident that borough property must suffer » diminution 
of valuo by the proposed arrangement. ‘There being but one 
Member for each county intended, thirty-two individnals, whose 
weight now returns them to Parliamont, muet stand abso- 
lutely excluded. 

The Primary Interests, thongh not threatened with ex- 
clusion, are exposed to new contests. 

‘The Barristers in Parliament look to it as depriving them 
of their best means of advancement, and of their present 
business in the Courts, if they support it, the Attorneys 
having formed a combination for this purpose. 

The Purchasers aro averse to it, as being a surrender with- 
out advantage of tho money paid for their present seats. 

The Individuals connected with Dublin, right or wrong, con- 
sider & Union na tending to lower the value of their property. 

Some estimate may bo made of the amount of value thus 
supposed to operate against the measure. It is proposed to 
alternate 108 Borougha: taking an Irish seat at £2000, and 
an English seat st £4000, the loss of value on an Irish 
Borough would be sbout one-half, or £7000 on each, making 
in the gross £750,000. 

Estimating a County seat at an equal value, where the 
superior pride of the situation counterbalances its uncertainty, 
the losa on thirty-two seats extinguished amounts to £224,000. 

The superior value of the other seat cannot, as in the 
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Boroughs, operate az 3 set-off, as it does not in the case of 
Counties belong to the same individual ; it can only counter- 
balance, in a certain degree, to the person possessing the leading 
interests, the superior risk and expence to which he will be 
exposed, 

It is difficult to estimate the Private Interests of the Bar- 
risters, but it must be pretty considerable; as they are about 
thirty in number, many of whom purchased their seats,—say 
£4000 each,—taking their seats and prospecte of situation 
together, which gives a result of £200,000. 

Tho purchasers into the present Parliament are very nu- 
merous; supposing only fifty, at £1500 each, seats being 
peculiarly cheap, gives £75,000. 

The Dublin influence it is difficult to estimate ; it arises out 
of property and houses, lands, canal shares, &c., which the 
owners very falsely conceive would suffer in Dublin—eaill it 
£200,000. The calculation will then staud Hens : 
£756,000 








200,000 

1,433,000 
If the above statement approaches towards the truth, there 
is a most formidable principle of resistance existing in the 
nature of the arrangement, which, connected with the general 
strength of opposition, and supported by local clamour, it is 
difficult for the weight of administration or the merits of the 
measure itself to overcome. Whst measure of national ad- 
vantage could prevail on the individuals of whom Parliament 
is composed to sacrifice a million and a half of their own pri- 
yate property for the public benefit! National calamity or 
popular authority might compel them to do so; but the danger 
must be more imminent, and their preservation be more ob- 
viously and immedistely connected than it is, or else the 
popular authority must be very strong in favour of the mesenre, 
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before they will yield their private to their public feelings. 
‘Without presuming to recommend any alteration of the 
plaa of representation desided on, it may be obsorved that, 
holding as it does a fair hand between the popular and borough 
influence, like all compromises, by its impartiality it pleases 
neither of the parties. If the obstacles above alluded to are 
go serious as to retard, if not defeat, this great measure, it is 
worth looking at the possibility of diminishing or removing 
some of them. 

‘The borough objection may be removed at once by pecuniary 
compensation ; the county impediment, by giving # second 
member, The other three classos cannot be resonciled by any 
change in the distribution of the representation. 

If the principle of compensation is taken up, it can only be 
applied to the boroughs, which are strictly speaking property, 
of which there are eighty-six. The boroughs which have an 
open election do not admit of being so compensated, and there- 
fore seem to require an equivalent in representation for what 
they now possess. Returning one Member to the United 
Parliament would be felt and admitted to be an equivalent, 
though it might lead in some towns, as in Limerick, where the 
infloence is divided, to an inconvenient collision of interests, Of 
this description, including tho University, there are thirty-two. 

Allotting s second Member to counties would be more than 
an equivalent—it would be an absolute increase of value; it 
ean only be looked to as disarming by far the most powerful 
opposition we have to contend against, Jt is a mere question of 
expedioncy; in strict justice, one Member is all they can demand. 

The expeuce of compensation would depend on the mode in 
which the close boroughs are classed. If the boroughs alter- 
nate, or two are joined together, the amount in eighty-six 
boroughs, at £7000 each, would be £602,000; if three 
boroughs are united, the expence would be about £800,000. 
The amount might be discharged in Debentures bearing an 
interest of six per cent., which, with the usual sinking fond, 
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would charge the State, in the former case, with an annuity 
not exceeding £40,000; and in the latter about £50,000, for 
a definite period. 

Should two Members be given to the counties, and only two 
boroughs connected, the numbers would stand thus: 
32 Counties ...... 
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Should it be thought expedient, with a view of diminishing 
the gross number of Representatives, to look to the Union of 
more than two boroughs, it may be worth considoring whether 
a certain number of the close boroughs, at the option of the 
proprietors, might not be bought out altogether, so as not to 
make it necessary to unite more than two boroughs. Intro- 
ducing a third, though connected with compensation in its due 
proportion, would leave an influence of an inconvenient de- 
scription. The election by three boroughs would be awkward, 
and be considered by the proprietors as not worth retaining. 

In addition to the difficulties above stated, as tending to 
obstract the ineasure, it is to be observed that the County 
members, either concluding the popular feeling to be adverse 
to the question, or apprehending that a clamour might be 
raised against it, upon electioneering principles, were con- 
tending with each other which should profess the strongest 
opposition to it. This motive alone was sufficient to oreste in 
every County an active party against the measure, which has 
been unequally and with little effect opposed by the friends of 
the measare. 
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Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
‘Whitehall, Febraary 2, 1799. 

My dear Lord—Though Mr. Elliot will set of to-morrow 
with s fall answer to all his written and verbal inquiries, yet, 
it is wo important that an explanation which was intended to 
have been given through him of a part of Mr. Pitt's spooch 
should not be delayed beyond this post, that the Duke of 
Portland has desired me to write immediately to your Lord- 
ship on the subject. 

In the tenth column of the Zrues Briton of Friday, Mr, Pitt 
is made to say that the advantages given to the Irish linen 
trado by this country were the effect of a compact between the 
two countries; but what Mr. Pitt really said was, that the 
trade at present rested on the independent discretion and the 
liberality of the Parliament of Great Britain; whereas, were 
8 union to take place, the trade would in the first place be 
wecured by formal and irrevocable compact, and would besides, 
from the identity of interest between the two countrica, have » 
security for its continuance worth a thousand compacts. 

I remain, &c., 
WiLuiaM WickHam, 


The Duke of Portland to Lord Cornwallis, 
‘Whitebsll, Sunday, Februsry 8, 1799, 

My Lord—I had yesterday the honour of laying before the 
King’s confidential servants the despatch which Mr. Elliot 
delivered to me on Friday from your Exoellency, and I hope, 
by the result I have to communicate to yon of our delibera- 
tions, that you will receive all the information you can desire 
upon the several important and delicate questions you have 
proposed for our consideration. If, however, I shali not have 
been so fortunate as to express myself as intelligibly as I 
intended, 1 have the satisfaction of thinking that Mr. Elliot 
returns to you with this despatch, and that, from the conver. 


1799.) ‘VISCOUNT CASTLEREAGH, 155 


sations he has had with Mr. Pitt and with me upon the 
different subjects, and from the comprehensive and distinctive 
powers he possesses, he will be able to explain any part of it 
which may appear obscure or confused, and illustrate any pas- 
sages of it, on the construction of which your Excellency may 
entertain any doubt. 

‘With respect, then, to the Union itself, the sentimenta of 
the King’s Government, which I conveyed to you in the de- 
spatch I had the honour of writing to your Excellency on the 
26th ultimo, have been so powerfully expressed on that subject 
by the speech in which Mr. Pitt introduced the Resolutions, 
and the heads of tho Address, with which it ia proposed that 
they should be accompanied whenever they are laid before his 
Majesty, that it would be extremely difficult, and must be 
almost unnecessary, to add anything to them by way of illus- 
tration or explanation ; but I cannot omit to observe that the 
whole of Lord Castlereagh’s conduct throughout the course of 
the proceeding has been so judicious and corrost, that it is the 
decided opinion of the King’s Servants that the line he has 
hitherto observed cannot be too strictly adhered to, and that 
no pledge should be offered different from that which he has 
already given on the subject. 

With respect to the Religious divisions which a Union 
might have tended to reconcile, if any attempt should be made 
by the Opposition to embarrass you upon that ground, either 
by bringing the whole of the Catholic question under Parlia- 
mentary discussion, or by moving for the repeal of any of the 
remaining penal laws against the Catholics, the opinion of the 
King’s Government has been 80 distinctly conveyed to your 
Exoellency by my despatch of the —, that I know not how 
to enforce it farther. 

Your Excellency will not omit any means of opposing such 
attempt with success; and I should hope that it will not be 
found impossible to satiefy every reasonable Roman Catholic 
and every man of property of that persuasion, that such an 
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attempt could not be made in the present circumstances without 
the most imminent danger to their properties and persons; 
that, in the actual state of the country, the acquisition of the 
privileges which are withheld from them could not be considered 
a secure and permanent, and that a Union is as indispensably 
necessary for the purpose of affording them a reasonable proba- 
bility of being admitted to s fall participation of righta in 
common with the Protestants, as it is to remove and quiet 
those apprehensions which are at present entertained of thom 
‘on account of the superiority of their numbers, and to render 
them no longer objects of terror or jealousy. 

In answer to the inquiry Mr. Elliot ia directed to make 
respecting the removal from office of persons who have taken 
® part against the measure of Union, I must beg leave to refer 
your Excellency to the despatch 1 wrote to you upon that 
subject, to which I will only add, by way of observation, that 
the strength of your Administration is the first object to be 
attended to, and again to endeavour to impress upon you that 
your Excellency cannot resort to so good and sure & guide aa 
your own judgment. 

The expectation which your Excellency expresses of the 
endeavours of the present Opposition to embarrass your Ad- 
ministration, by bringing forward motions respecting the con- 
nezion of the two couutries and the state of the Dissenting 
Olergy, as well of the Protestant as of the Catholic persuasion, 
require that I should soquaint you that, with respect to a Re- 
goncy Bill, it will moot with no objection from honee, provided 
it is formed upon the principles of the Annexation Act, and 
acknowledges, as with respect to the Crown, the same person 
for Begont of Ireland as shall be appointed Regent of this 
kingdom, and anbject to all the provisions and conditions with 
which the Parliament of Great Britain shall think fit to qualify 
the appointment, 

Aa for the Channel trade, or any fixed rate of contribution 
to the general expenses of the Empire, it must be observed 
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that these are matters which neither one nor the other Parlis- 
ment is alone competent to settle; that they are proper sub- 
jects for discussion, and can be adjusted only by agreement 
between the two Parliaments. With respect to the first of 
these subjects, it mast be obvious that it so materially depends 
upon the party who possesses the entire power of protecting it 
and the principal means of carrying it on, that any idea of ite 
being regulated by the Parliament of Ireland, or even of that 
Legislature taking the lead on such a subject, can hardly be 
seriously entertained: and, as for the latter, it would be so 
direct a resignation on the part of the Irish Parliament of their 
power of controlling their own expenditure, that I cannot con- 
ceive that your Excellency can be under any great difficulty in 
silencing any attempt to bring either of these questions forward. 
Should, however, the Opposition propose to Parliament to raiso 
a eum towards defraying the general expenses of the Empire, 
and to offer it as a puro free gift unconditionally, and without 
any stipulation with regard to tho application of it, your Ex- 
eellency may safely venture to assure them that it will be 
readily and thankfully accepted ; but, at this moment, I cannot 
look with much confidence to any such effusion of gratitude or 
liberality from the Irish House of Commons. 

Tho provisions which may be proposed for the Dissenting 
Clergy, a8 well of the Protestant as of the Roman Catholic 
persuasion, do not appear to me to require much more address, 
or to expose you to more difficulty or embarrassment in the 
treatment of them. We are of opinion that such a proposition, 
without adverting to the quarter from whence it may originate, 
or intimating a suspicion of the motives which may have sug- 
gested it, should moet with a favourable reception, and a general 
good disposition should be manifested to entertain and discuss 
it; bat, at the same time, the promoters of it should be called 
upon to bring forward a specific plan of the measure in detail, 
for which I shall be much mistaken if they are not 60 little 
prepared thst the business will be at a stand, and consequently 
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expose their real views, which I incline to think cannot but 
alienate both descriptions of Separatists from them, and sonvince 
those deluded people that it is to Government only that they 
can resort for indulgence as well as for protection. 

A directly contrary conduct is that which it is thought ne- 
ceasary for your Excellency to hold with respect to the ques- 
tion of Tithes. Should your apprehensions be realized by its 
being attempted to be made a subject of Parliamentary dis- 
cussion, your Excellency will resist the introduction of it with 
firmness and decision, and you will let it be understood that it 
never can bo entertained, unless some plan respecting them 
should so far receive the sanction of the Legislature of this 
country as to be thought deserving of its serious consideration. 

I have now, I believe, gone through all the topics which are 
either stated in your Excollency’s letter of the 28th ult., or in 
the Memorandum committed to Mr. Elliot’s care. I cannot, 
however, close this despatch without representing to your Ex- 
cellency the clear and unanimous opinion of his Majosty's 
eervanta that the only effectual means to which you can resort 
to relieve you from the effbarrassments which you apprehend 
‘will be the prorogation of Parliament. It appears to us the only 
measure which can give time for the ferment which has been 
raised to subside, and for the public mind to recover the degree 
of temper necessary to understand the advantages of a Union. 
‘The first and principal object, therefore, of your attention and 
study should be to arrange the business of the Session in such 
‘8 manner as can best tend to that event. Yam sensible that 
the change which you have been under the necessity of making 
in one of the important official departments of your Adminiatra- 
tion may unavoidably retard ite attainment ; but I have that 
opinion of the activity and diligence of your present Ohan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, that I am persuaded the experience 
of his predecessor will be fully compensated by those qualities, 
and that the Session will probably not be protracted upon that 
account beyond the usual term of its duration; and as, from 
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what I have been given to understand of the nature of Parlia- 
mentary business in Ireland, there are very few cases in which 
private concerns can stand in need of or become the subject of 
Parliamentary interposition, I should hope that the principal 
business of your Session may be concluded before Easter, and 
that, in the meeting after the recess, there will be little more 
to bo done than to receive and pase the Bills which have beon 
transmitted hither, and which shall be returned to you with all 
possible despatch. Besides the influence which you must have 
with those friends who have uniformly supported your Govern- 
ment, I am persuaded that, by the means you will employ with 
those who abandoned you upon the Union question, and whose 
desertion can be imputed only to the prejudices and passions 
of the moment, or to ignorance or misapprehension of the terms 
on which it was to be proposed to them, you will be able to 
reaniie them in such a manner as at least to defeat any of 
the attempts which havo been supposed, or any other which 
may be made to protract the duration of this Seasion; and by 
this counteracting and disappointing the hopes of the gentlemen 
of the Opposition, the Nation will be enabled to appreciate 
their real strength and the resl object of their designs—two 
points, which, if brought distinctly and obviously under the 
public eye, cannot fail to contribute to the tranquillity of your 
Government, and to facilitate ultimately the success of the 
Daion. I have the honour, &., 
PoRTLAND. 
February 4, 10 minutes past 4, p.uc, 

PS. As Mr, Elliot is of opinion that your Excellency will 
be anxious to be possessed of the sentiments of the King’s 
confidential servants upon the subjects of this despatch, I have 
determined to send it to you by = messenger, instead of waiting 
to convey it by that gentleman: but Lord Castlereagh’s letter 
of the 28th of January to Mr, Elliot, which he has only received 
this afternoon, contams matter of so mach importance, that I 
have prevailed upon Mr, Elliot to defer his departure till it has 
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dean submitted to the consideration of the Cabinet, which it 
will be to-morrow morning ; and, in the mean time, I desire 
your Excellency will not consider any part of the instructions 
in thia deepatch conclusive which relate 1 the repeal of the 
restrictions to which the Roman Ostholics are at present liable, 
or act upon them in any matter whatever, until you hear sgn 
from me upon the subject. 


Lord Castlereagh to the Right Hon. Syleester Douglas. 
Dublin Castle, February 4, 1799, 

My dear Sir—I owe you many acknowledgments for your 
Kind attention to my wishes in allowing mo to benefit by your 
very ablo and accurate materials on the question of Union. J 
wish the temper of our Parliament had given mo a fairer op- 
portunity of availing myself of the many valuable suggestions 
they contain, aa well for the conducting of the treaty as the 
discussion of the subject. 

‘We have failed for the present, and yet I am persuaded, 
setting aside the question of private interest, which is strong 
against ua, material progress has been made in establishing 
the measure. Considering the many classes of selfish politicians 
that wore ageinst us, our strength, notwithstanding the degree 
to which we were betrayed by some avowed friends and aban- 
doned by others, was considerable, and our party sensibly 
bronght up in tone on the second day. Though we lost the 
question by @ few votes, I am persuaded firmness will carry 
the measure, and that within # reasonable time. The opposi- 
tion is more of # private than a public nature, though the local 
clamonr of Dublin gives it s popular aspect. 

I shall keep your manuscript with great care till you send 


me your directions. 
With great regard, &., 
OasTLEREAGH, 
I shall send you from time to time any publications on the 
subject worth reading ; the enclosed is sensible, by a Mr. John- 
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son, brother to the counsel to the Revenue Board. Yon shall 
have Mr, Smith's speoch aa soon an it is printed; you will be 
pleased with his arguments. 


Mr. W. Elliot to Lord Castlereagh. 
Burlington House, Monday, February 4, 1799. 6 P.u. 

My dear Lord Castlereagh—Owing to the desperate atate of 
the roads, your letter of the 29th ult. did not reach me till 
to-day. Its contents are of so important and interesting a 
nature, that the Duke of Portland has sent s messenger to 
Mr. Pitt, who went to Holwood this morning, to beg he will 
return to town, and a Cabinet is summoned for to-morrow. As 
the Duke, under these circumstances, has pressed me to stay 
another night, I have begged him to send by a messenger the 
despatch which I was to have conveyed, and which contains 
the sentiments of the English Government relative to the most 
material of the points on which you wished for ingtructions. 

T cannot describe to you the pleasure I feel at finding that 
all your exertions have been justly appreciated here, and that 
you stand as high as possible in the esteem and confidence both 
of the Ministers and of the public. 

had # sad journey hither, and fear I shall not have a better 
on my return. The Holyhead mail-cosch, which ought to have 
arrived on Saturday, is not yet come. The Mail was brought 
by the guard on horseback, There has not been go heavy a fall 


of snow for several years past. 
Believe me ever, &e., Wiu1am Extior, 
ir. Wickkam to Lord Castlereagh, 


‘Whiteball, February 5,1799. 
My Lord—I am directed by the Duke of Portland to trans- 

mit to your Lordship a copy of a letter from the Prince of 

Bouillon to Mr. Secretary Dundas, together eae rer =: 


YOR. I. 
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closed in it relative to the movements of the enemy st Brest, 
and an extract of a letter from France, dated the 28th ult., 
containing information on the same subject, and I am to desire 
that your Lordship will lsy them before the Lord-Lientenant 
for his Excellency's information. 
I am, with the greatest respect, &c., 
Wuiiam Wickzau. 
Tervey, January 81, 1799, 

Sir—I have the honour enclosed to tranemit to your Excel- 
leney the information that reached me this morning from my 
correspondent at Brest; the tate very bad weather has pre- 
vented my receiving it in more detached parts, as the coast has 
been inscocasible to my messenger for upwards of a fortnight : 
the man resident at the place waa, however, instructed #0 de- 
apatch me an express, if anything had been pressing at that 
port. There are but fow troops yet arrived in Britanny, but 
dispositions are certainly making for the reception of a con- 
siderable body ; and if the Minister of the Marino, Bruix, ia 
really, as it is suggested upon pretty good foundation, at Brest, 
to lead the expedition, your Excellency will, perhaps, recol- 
Teot what Hoche said of him in his public despatches, after the 
failure of his Bantry Bay expedition: “ A ls mollesse du fsux 
patriote (Villaret) on peut attribuer la faillite de I’ ition : 
plat & Diew qu’étle ent été confiée au brave et intelligent Bruix! 
lui geul en eut assuré l’entier succds.” 

It was Bruix who brought them back in the frigate La 
Cocarde: he is acquainted in detail with the coast of Ireland. 
This same Bruix, by his observations, may, in the light way 
of his countrymen, have flattered himself to be able to second 
their insidious projecta against that kingdom. I shall have 
him sedulously watched with all the care and sttention in my 
power, and report very exactly to your Exoeilency all of hia 
movements that oan be observed. 

I have the honour to be, &., 
D'Auvererg, Prince of Bouillon. 
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Substance of communications of the movements at Brest, from the 
8088 of December, 1798, to the 25th of January, 1799, inclu- 
sive, received at Jersey, 31st of January, 1799. 

Brest, December 80, 1798. Thirty vessels of different eizes 
arrived in the road, with ship timber and hemp from Bordeaux 
and Boshfort, escorted by three corvettes and two cutters, 
vis., corvettes of 18 to 20 guns each, La Colombe, L'Etonnante, 
Jun Société Populaire; cuttors of 12 and 14 guns, Le Hargneuse, 
Le Renard. 

About sixty eail of this convoy were forced by the had 
weather to atop at Audierne 4th January, ‘99. The frigates 
Cornélie, Vengeance, Romain, Précieuse, Fraternité, continue 
ready for sea, and under orders. The three corvettes above 
have been ordered to proceed to Nantes, the Charente, and 
Garonne. The Précieuse sailed alone in the evening. 

Sth January, ‘99. The Préciouse frigate returned into.the 
Boad without having seen an enemy, with that.pert of the 
convoy (of the corvettes) that had stopped at Audierne. It is 
chiefly loaded with wines and brandy. 

The three corvettes sailed to the southward with about 
sixty sail of small vessels for the different porta in their way 
along the coast. The chips in the Road are the same as re- 
ported the 10th of last month: they receive men daily that 
are conducted from the interior under escort. Orders for 
armament have been received, and every preparation is making 
to fit, if possible, 24 line-of-battle ships for sea. The small 
convoys this winter have brought a few stores, but they are 
atill very ecanty and short. It is whispered to-day at head- 
quartora, that the frigates La Cornélie and La Fraternité, 
whose fore-topssils sre loose, are still intended to carry an 
Ordonnatow in the Isle of France; but this is thought a feint. 
Accounts were also mentioned of a new frigate and corvette 
coming from Nantes, having been driven and stranded on the 
coast by an English squadron. 

m2 
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19th to 24th January, inclusive. The greatest exertions 
to arm in the Road and the Port were begun the 19th at day- 
light in the morning. The line-of-battle ship the Jean Bart 
will haul to the Boom to-morrow, preparatory to going into 
the Road, and the two three-deck ships, Le Terrible and 
Invincible, will be ready to be warped to the Boom in a few 
days, and will soon be followed by the Tonrville, the Jemappe, 
the Tirannicide, the Pinton, and the Censeur. The Mutine has 
been disarmed, and furnished her materials to the preceding 
ones, The Entreprenant and the Convention are ordered to 
be decked, as soon as the Eole and Patriote come out; these 
two last are ordered for armamont. 

28rd January, ‘99. The artificera havo resumed their work 
upon the Indivisible, @ ship of larger dimensions than was 
hitherto ovor constructed in France. She is on the plan of 
Lané, and destined to carry 130 guna, and to be ready for 
launching at tho next oquinoctial spring-tide, aa will » frigate 
that is constructing on the slip of La Montagne. 

24th January, 99, All the ships in the Road have now 
about two-thirds of their crews on board: they are overhsul- 
ing and fitting their rigging, and a division of transports aro 
ordered to be got ready with despatch—reporteays, for India— 
but it is presumed it is for some project nearer home, as Ad- 
miral Bruix, the present Marine Minister, is designed to com~ 
mand the expedition, 

Admiral Le Large, who commanded the fleet, is accused of 
having sold and betrayed the division sent to Ireland, and eap- 
tared by Sir John Warren: in consoquence of this treacherous 
conduct he ia destitué, and Citizen Renandin is appointed to 
the command of the fleet in his place, and has hoisted his flag 
ou board L’Ocean. 

1800 seamen are on their way to Brest by land from Havre, 
proceeding from the crews of four frigates and four corvettes, 
which the vigilance of the English squadron has so long 
blockaded, and proved the difficulty of getting them thence, 
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that it bas been judged expedient for the servica to disarm 
them and employ their crews in the Brest armament. Tho 
ships in the harbour have near half their crews on board, and 
most of them have one set of new cables, but no spare ones, 
‘Rope from all the seaports has been collected and conveyed by 
land to forward the armament, which, however, it is expected 
cannot be completely ready before the latter end of March. 
Ammunition and different stores arrive daily at Brest, but no 
troops are yet come, except three companies of Artillery, who 
arrived yesterday, and escorted hither money to pay the crews 
of the ships in the Road. 
D’Avvencxe, Prince of Bouillon. 


Substance of the information received the 14th of February of 
the movements at Brest from the Ist to the 10th February, 
inclusive. 

Brest, Ist February, 1799. Orders have been given to 
equip a strong protection for the convoys along the western 
coasts that have hitherto been almost always interrupted. 

2nd February. Orders are received to send a division to 
Rochefort, where it is to be joined by the ships and frigates 
from L’Orient ; number, or names, of these last not known. 

8rd February. The division ordered for Rochefort received 
its orders this morning, and was put under the immodiate 
command of Citizen Redon. It is composed of the following 
ships :—Le Montblanc, Le Wattigny, Le Zélé, of 74 guns 
each; La Cornélie, La Fraternité, La Vengeance, La Pré- 
cieuse,” frigates of 40 guns cach; La Tsctique, corvette. 

Their crews have been completed, and they have only the 

number of troops usually embarked for the garrison duty of 

the ships; each of the line-of-battle ships has 700 matelots 
on board, and they are completed to four months ees provisions. 

Jt is‘ reported that they sre destined to clear the coasts of 

Gascony from English cruizers, and then essay to reach » port 

in Spain.’ 
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4th February. The convoy that sailed in January for 
Bordesux, escorted by the Etonnante and another corvette, are 
reported to have been taken, together with their escort, by an 
English division near Isle Dieu. 

6th February. The only changes in the Road, since the 
Inet report of the 24th ult., are the junction of the Jean Bart 
and Tirannicide. The following seven are completely armed 
(though short of cablea) in the harbour, and ready to haul out 
the first favourable weather:—Le Fougueux, Le Tourville, 
Le Jemappe, Le Censeur, L* Invincible, Le Terrible, Le 
Patriote. 

The srtificers continue working upon the Indivisible and 
the new frigate: they are always destined to be lsunched in 
March, Signal was made on board the Montblanc for Citizen 
Bedon’s division to weigh; they, however, staid fast, and the 
movement was apparently intended to cover the aafe entrance 
into the Road of a convoy of 17 sail arrived from I' Orient, 
escorted by a fine frigate (La Oréole) and two corvettes, The 
convoy ia loaded with timber, wines, and brandics. 

7th February. The Oisalpin and Berwick have received 
orders to prepare to reinforce the division of Citizen Redon. 
Citizen Bedon’s division, consisting only of the original three 
Tine-of-battle chips and four frigates, with the Berceau corvette, 
in lieu of the Tactique and the Vautour cutter, are riding at 
single anchor, It has made several efforts to sail, but always 
been prevented by the bad weather; but it will certainly pro- 
ceed the first favourable moment. Other ships are getting 
ready daily, and extraordinary exertions are making to equip 
them with as little delat as possible; us it is apprehended they 
are intended to be stolen out successively as they are armed, 
to rally at some other port, of which the egress may be more 
easy. The privateers, which are allowed to embark invalida 
only and novices, swarm from all the porta in Brittany, and 
send in very valuable prises almost daily, and indifferpntly of 
all nations. 
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State of the Road of Brest the 10th instant. Seventeen 
line-of-battle ships, six large frigates, and six corvettes, with 
twenty-seven transporta en flate. 

D’ Auvegrens, Prince of Bonillon. 


Eatract of a Letter from Francs. 
Janvier 28, 1799. 

SJattendois avec bien de limpatience le rétour de ndtre ami, 
pour faire on sorte de le faire répartir surle-champ, afin de 
‘yous instruire des avis importants dont j’attondois les ren- 
seignements, ainsi que je vous l'avois annoneé dans ma dernitre 
lettre, 

Tons les petits batimens de guerre qu'on a rassembl¢é a 
Dankerque n’étoient que pour les rétirer des sutres ports, d'od 
on fait enlever tous les Marins et conduire & Brest, escortés 
par la force armée. On fait égaloment enlever & tous les ports 
tous les agrbs et autres ustensiles nécessaires & l'armement, qu’on 
fait transporter aussi & Brest. On a également enlevé tous les 
agros des quatre frégates qui sont & Dunkerque, pour leur faire 
suivre Ia méme destination, et tous le transport se fait par 
terre, de manitre qu’ aujourd'hui tout paroit se diriger vors 
ee port, od il y @ environ dix gros vaisseaux armés ou préte A 
Yétre, ainsi que plusieurs frégates; et tout conspire & faire 
eroire qu'il va y avoir une expédition pour T'Irlande. Un 
Smissaire que j'avois envoyé dans .ce port m’s dit qu'il y eroyoit 
positivement, mais qu’suprés oe quill avoit pu découvrir, il 
eroyoit que l’éxpédition ne s'executervit qu’ avec dea frégates 
et quelques vaisseaux et autres petits bitimens. Je n'ai pu 
rien découvrir sur ’époque. Il suffira sans doute de connoftre 
Yea faite qui se succedent avec infiniment de rapidité. 


‘TRANSLATION. 

awaited with great impatience the return of our friend, in order to 
contrive matters 20 as to vend him off agsin immedistely, for the purpose 
of sequainting you with the important intelligence, the perticulars of 
which I was expecting, as I mentioned to you in my last letter. 
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All the mall ships of war which have been asembled at Dunkirk 
were ordered thither merely to withdrew them from the other ports, 
where directions have been given to take all seamen and to send them off 
to Brest, escorted by the armed force. Orders have likewise been ismued 
for taking away from all the ports all rigging and other materials neves- 
sary for equipment, which are also conveyed to Brest. ‘The four frigates 
lying st Dunkirk have, in like manner, been stripped of all their rigging, 
which is to follow to the same destination, and all by land carriage; 90 
that af this moment everything appears to be moving towards that port, 
where there are sbout ten large shipe armed, or nearly no, as well aa 
eoveral frigates; and all circumstances conoar to induce a belief that a 
new expedition will soon be despatched thence for Ireland. An emimary 
whom I sent to this port hes told me that he positively believed this; 
but that, from what he could discover, he believed that the expedition 
would consist of frigates only with a few ships and other smal) vessela. 
T could not learn anything certain as to the sume. It will doubtless 
suffice to be acquainted with these facts, which follow each other with 
oxtreme rapidity. 


The Rev. Dr. Lennan to the Rew. Dr. Troy. 

Newzy, February 7, 1799. 
My dear Lord—I have the pleasure to inform your Lord- 
ship that your friend Mr. Corry was this day re-elected 
for the town of Newry. Mr. Ball, with his partisans, after 
canvassing the town for cight days, declined the poll, and 
surrendered yesterday. The Catholics stuck together like 
the Macedonian phalanx, and with ease were able to turn 
the scale in favour of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. He iz 
very sensible of the officacy of your ‘interference, and their 

steadiness. 

I am, with the greatest esteem and the most sincere affection, 

Marr. Lewnan. 


No person but Mr. Corry knows that you wrote to me. 
Have you any ecclesiastical news, &c. 7 
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The Bight Hon. Thomas Oonolly: to Lord Castlereagh. 


Castletown, Friday, February 6, 1799. 

My dear Lord—I should be sorry you should think of a 
morning’s visit here in this weather, if yon had anything clso 
to mind. I am much better, nay, slmost well, by staying at 
home over the fire ; but it will not be in my power to attend the 
House on Monday, and I must, therefore, appear among the 
defwulters, if the House is called over. My physician, Dr. 
Lindsay, in Dublin, is willing to make oath that I cannot 
attend Parliament at this season of the year without evident 
hazard of my life. This risk I would most cheerfully run to 
carry the proposed union with Great Britain. In the mean 
time, among ourselves here, this monstrous coalition be- 
tween the United and Orangemen in Parliament will keep us 
in hot water for a long time, as they will not let their differ- 
ences sleep—the first from disappointment, the latter from 
their love of power and plunder, from both of which’ they are 
afraid of being kept out by Lord Cornwallis’s donduct. Both 
sides, therefore, wish him and his friends at the devil. 

I am your affectionate friend and uncle, 
THomas ConoLLy. 


Lord Castlereagh to the Duke of Portland. 
‘Dublin Castle, February 9, 1799. 

My Lord—The kind and infinitely too flattering terms in 
which your Grace conveys your own sentiments and those of 
his Majesty's other confidential servants, approving of my 
conduct on a late occasion, are the best, indeed the only con- 
solation I can receive for a disappointment, which, on public as 
well a private grounds, I sincerely deplore. Your Grace may 

? Lientenant-Colonel Commandant of the Londonderry Militia. He 
married Lady Louise Augusta Lennox, daughter of Charles, third Duke 
of Richmond, st whose decease his estates descended to his grand-nephew, 
E.M. Packenham, Baq,, who sssamed the name and ana of Conolly only. 
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rest aseured that so long aa I remain entrusted with the situa- 
tion I now fill, my undivided attention shall be directed to 
prepare the public mind for the more favourable reception of 
this measure, as well as to strengthen its support within the 
House of Commons. 

I cannot yet learn that the Opposition have determined 
on their line of conduct. Their object seems, in the first 
instance, to consolidate their party. Two motions were this 
day made by Mr. O'Donnell and Mr. Edgeworth, neither 
men of any consideration, evidently with this view. 

‘The firet waa 3 complaint in respect to paragraphs in the 
Sun; the second s vote of thanks to the Speaker. Tho publi- 
cations in the Sun could not be justified, nor could the thanks 
to the Ohair be resisted, upon any other grounds (whatever 
partiality had been observable in the Speaker’s conduct) than 
on the occasion not calling for this proceeding. As I con- 
ceived the real object of the motions was to induce the country 
gentlemen again to divide with thom, and ss the question, from 
the part they took in the opening of the Session, if resisted, 
would naturally have commanded their eupport, I thought it 
most advantageous to let them pass almost as of course, which 
I believe disappointed them. Mr. Pitt's speech was alluded to 
but ao loosely and by an individual of so little might, as to 
call for no attention. I was the less inclined to notice the 
observation, as I understand it is the Speaker's intention to 
take an early opportunity of observing upon it. The effect 
that admirable performance must have cannot fail to be con- 
siderable even in this intemperate country. We are employed 
in giving it the utmost possible circulation. 

The North continues, notwithstanding the Speaker's efforta, 
perfectly temperate on the subject. In Monaghan a protest 
has been signed by the majority of the resident gentry dis- 
senting from the Connty Resolutions. In Tyrone also I 
understand there is s protest; favourable dispositions have 
been ahown in other places. 
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I have not heard farther of the proceedings of the Catholics 
since I wrote to Mr. Elliot on the subject. Whatever degree 
of latitude may be given to the Lord-Lientenant in respect to 
connecting sny of their objects with the Union, it appears to 
me, great caution ehould be used in holding out the expecta- 
tion. Were it done with any appearance of eagerness on tho 
part of Government, it would argue weakness, and bear too 
much the appearance of a bargain to serve the cause. I oon- 
ceive the true policy is, by a steady resistance of their claims, 
ao long as the countries remain separate, to make them feel 
‘that they can be carried only with us through a Union. Tho 
Speaker's temper will probably lead him to play a high Pro- 
testant game, which will operate favourably both with the 
Presbyterians and Oatholics. 

Your Grace must be prepared for more difficulties, at least 
for some time, growing out of s rupture with the Speaker. 
‘His influence in the Commons is great; his address and talents 
will direct the measures and supply the materials for opposi- 
tion; the party, supported by Parnell, willbe strong in 
debate. What success they may have in steadily attaching 
to them the country gentlemen it is difficult to foresee. So 
long aa the measure of Union threatens private interests in the 
degree it is now felt to do, and it is understood to bo still 
hanging over them, we must be prepared to find them con- 
nected in a considerable degree by this apprehension. Weare 
not altogether without some doubts of other of our friends. 
1 trust, however, matters will end well. 

Allow me again to thank your Grace most sincerely for 
the favour you have shown. 


The Roo. Dr. Troy to Sir J. C. Hippisly, Bart. 
Dublin, Februsry 9, 1799. 

Dear Sir—I cannot sufficiently acknowledge your polite and 

friendly attention to me and to the interosts of Irish Catholics, 
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of which your obliging favours of the Sth ultimo and 2d 
instant are clear proofs. Most of my brethren lately assem- 
bled here aregone home. As the measure of providing for our 
Clergy seems connected with the question of Union, which haa 
been prematurely opposed in our Commons’ House, the former 
must be postponed until the other be coolly considered in Par- 
liament. Previous to the separation of my brethren, certain 
preliminary points were agreed upon and submitted by me to 
Lord Castlereagh, who expressed hia approbation of them, and 
probably sent them to the Duke of Portland. They are not 
to be made public until the business be concluded. Meantime 
Dr. O'Reilly, of Armagh, and Plonkett, of Meath, in con- 
junction with me, are authorized by our brethren to treat with 
Lord Castlereagh on the subject, when he may think it ex- 
pedient to resume it. 

The very able speech of Mr. Pitt cannot fail to engage the 
opposers of Union with Great Britain to consider the question 
dispassionately, and determine many of them in its favour. 
The Ontholics have pradently resolved to abstain from any 
resolution or declaration thereon, although many of them, 
especially in this city, are unfriendly to it. I did not attend 
at any of their late meetings, to consider of an address to the 
Lord-Lieutenant expressive of loyalty and their expectations 
of what is called emancipation. 1 think and have declared my 
opinion that such step, in the present circumstances, would 
only embarrass Government, and rather indispose it against the 
Catholics. There are very many of this opinion. Whatever 
be the result of their next meeting on this point, I have good 
reason to expect they will not call on the Opposition Members 
of Parlisment to move for emancipation, and hope I shall not 
be disappointed. 

I beg, when you see Lord Hobart,’ to present my compli- 

* Robert, eldest son of George, third Earl of Buckinghamshire. He 
‘was wummoned to Parliament in 1798, in the lifetime of his father, as 
Lord Hobart. Lady Castlereagh, it will be recollected, was his ister. 
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menta to hie Lordship, and have the honour to remain with 
perfect esteem, 
Your, &., 
J, T. Troy. 

PS.—I have just received Counsellor Smith’s address on 
the Union, which I take the liberty of sending to you. Mr. 
Coghlan will recsive another copy by this packet. I have not 
yet read it, but hear it much praised. Dr. Moylan, now here, 
returns his compliments to you. Dr. Egan departed this life 
last June. The allusion in Mr. Pitt’s speech to the Catholics 
of this kingdom doca not please many. They say that they 
expected he would be silent about them, or give them better 
hopes. They seem inclined to prefer their claims in an addresa 
to his Majesty or to the Lord-Lieutenant, but do not intend, 
I believe, to intorfere with the queation of Union. 


The Eart of Longford’ to Lord Castlereagh, 
February 12, 1799, 

My dear Lord—I return the Protest which I had the hononr 
of receiving yesterday, to which I have not put my name, be- 
cause I sm convinced that publishing at this time a Protest 
which had been entered into so long ago, which of course was 
supposed to have been dropped, would have strongly the ap- 
pearance of intending to push » measure against which the 
public mind has for the present shown itself so violently pre- 
judiced, which certainly, however unfounded the apprehension 
may be, will much increase the agitation now so unfortunately 
prevalent on the subject of Union. I have no difficulty in de- 
claring that my opinion coincides with the sentiments ex- 
pressed in the Protest ; bet, at present, I think the first object 
is to tranquillize, by allowing the ferment to subside; and I 
am persuaded that publishing the Protest would have the oo- 


1 Thomas Pakenham, second Baron Longford, who succeeded to the 
+ Earldom on the desth of his grandmother, in 1794. 


174 MEMOIBS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF 11799. 


trary effect, perhaps be the means of oceasioning another County 
meting, which might have bad consequences. 
I have the honour, &e., LonaForp. 


Lord Corswallis to the Duke of Portland. 
Dublin Castle, Febrasry 14, 1799. 

My Lord—It is with much pain I am to acquaint your 
Lordship that the lenient measures adopted by the Legislatare 
at the instance of his Majesty towards the close of the last 
seesion, have not been productive of those good effects in re~ 
calling the people to a sense of their allegiance which was due 
to, and might have been expected from, so merciful an interpo- 
sition in their favour. The same spirit of disaffection continues 
to pervade the lower ordera; and, though the rebellion is lesa 
openly persisted in, it does not fail to show itaelf in various 
outrages and depredstions not less destructive and infinitely 
more embarrassing than open insurrection. The province of 
Ulster is, upon the whole, more exempt from disturbance than 
any other portion of the kingdom; but even in this quarter 
the disaffected are not inactive; and in the county of Antrim 
during the Isat month, the houses of several loyal persons have 
been by night entered and stripped of arms. In the other 
provinces, the treasonable disposition exists in ite fall force, and 
© general insecurity prevails: the mails and travellers are 
frequently intercepted and robbed, the roads being infested by 
banditti. The counties of Wicklow and Wexford remain dis- 
tarbed. In the county of Cork the usual resistance to the 
payment of tithes continues, accompanied by the cruel perse- 
cution of those employed in collecting them ; and in the Weet 
the old system of houghing cattle has been of late revived, and 
carried to sn extent which threatens the most serious conse- 
quences not only to this kingdom but to the Empire. 

‘The amount af the cattle destroyed is already very great. I 
cannot afford your Grace better information on this subject than 
by enclosing an extract from a letter from the Prime Serjeant 
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to Lord Castlereagh, on this subject. The evil pervades the 
Oounties of Galway and Mayo, snd is likely, if not speedily 
checked, to extend itaelf.1 

T have made the necessary distribution of troops, to repreas 
as far as possible this mischief; but your Grace must feel how 
little it ia in the power of the military to prevent the commis- 
sion of crimes perpetrated at night over the face of ao extended. 
@ district. 

In my despatch of the —, I had the honour of stating 
to your Grace the difficulties which had arisen in the exercise 
of the summary powers, enjoined by the Proclamstion of the 
24th of May, and approved by both Houses of Parliament— 
a difficulty which nothing but the interposition of the Legis- 
lature can solve, so long as the King’s Courts are open. 

Under the peculiar pressure of the present moment, I have, 
by the advice of the King’s law servants, directed a bill to be 
brought into Parliament on this subject without loas of time, 
a copy of which I have the honour to trauemit with this do- 
spatch. I could have wished that the draft of a bill of #0 much 
delicacy and importance had been revised in England before it 
was introduced here; but, having understood from your Grace 
that the principle of the Bill was approved by Ministers, I 
havo thought it inexpedient to delay 8 messure #0 indispen- 
sable to the public aafety, the rather aa we shall be enabled to 
avail ourselves of any suggestions with which your Grace may 
favour me in the fature stages of the measure. 

I have the honour to be, &., Connw Luss, 


Hr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
Whitehall, February 215, 1799. 
My Lord—-I am directed by the Duke of Portland to trans- 
mit to your Lordship » copy of a letter received at the ‘Admi- 
* Tam not aware that in any other country on the fhoe of the earth 
besides Freland bas this savage and cowardly practice ever been known 
at 
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ralty, from Captain Dacres, of his Majesty's ship Astrea, to 
Vico-Admiral Dickson, containing intelligence of the onemy’s 
foree in the Texel ; and I am to desire that you will lay the 
same before the Lord-Lieutenant for his Excellency’s informa 
tion. Ihave the honour to be, &c., 
Witiam WiornaM. 


Astres, off Camperdown, February 6, 1799. 
Sir—From the large quantity of drift ico we moot with, I 
think it unsafe for the Diligent cutter to remain out; have 
therefore ordered her in. I yesterday had a very good sight 
of the Dutch fleet, and am convinced, from their riding with 
the wind a-beam and strong ebb-tide, that they are froze in— 
indeed the frost is so severe, there can be no doubt of it—shall 
endeavour to keep to windward; but, if I find am not able, 
shall bear up either for Yarmouth or the Humber. I hope 
you have some account of the Tisiphone. 
T have the honour to be, &., 
RB. Daores, 
PS. The Dutch fleot are fifteen large ehipe—yards and top- 
masta down, 
To Vice-Admiral Dickson. 


The Rev. John Blackwood to Lord Castlereagh. 
+ Bledy, February 16, 1799. 

My Lord—Knowing well your great perseverance in public 
business, I trespass again upon your moments, so much en- 
grossed in the guidance of the State. Seeing, by the votes, 
that Dill is to be brought into Parliament to amend the 
Insurrection Act, especially as it regards damages from lawleas 
insurgents or robbers in numbers, I think it necessary to state 
to your Lordship, thst, in the plunder and partial destruction 
of my glebe house at Rathcormick, the principal object of the 
banditti was to destroy my tithe-notes and processes founded 
on them, which I had been obliged to serve st three successive 
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sessions, on account of my proctor being induced, by threats 
or bribery, to abandon my business. That thia was their 
object, appears from their having forced every place in my 
house where they suspected the papers were, and, when found, 
they burned all my papers, tithe-notes, books, and sermons, 
before my hall-door. It is also to be observed, that the cause 
of murdering the soldier in my house was, that they did not 
find the processes served by the man murdered, lest he should 
prove the service, and I find, notwithstanding the destruction 
of my notea and books, some other method of ascertaining the 
original debts, which would affirm the processes. 

J farther observe that no person but myself can prove the 
los at all. I request an answer to this letter. Your Lord- 
ship will give the observatione the atteution they merit. 

Tam your most obedient servant, 
Joux Buackwoop. 


Mr, Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
Whitehall, February 17, 1799. 

My dear Lord—Immediately on the receipt of your Lord- 
ehip’s private lettor of the ith instant, on the subject of 
Dr. Elrington’s' dispensation, I spoke to the Duke of Portland, 
who seemed much aurprised that he should have been so much 
misunderstood by the Lord Chancellor. It is the Duke's 
decided opinion that dispensations of this kind ought not to 
be granted in any case; snd his Grace ssys, that he wag per 
wuaded he had expressed himself to that effect to the Lord 
Chancellor, when he had the honour of seeing his Lordship in 
London ; adding that, if it were found necessary or expedient, 
by his Majesty's Government in Ireland, to give to the Senior 
Fellows of Trinity College the power of marrying, whilst they 
retained their fellowships, it should be done generally to the 
whole body, and not by way of dispensation to individuals, 

1 Thomas Elrington, D.D., M.B.LA., Senior Fellow and Progemor of 
‘Mathematics in Trinity College, Dublin. 

Vou. 11. N 
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I did not chow your Lordship’s letter to the Duke, as his 
opinion upon both the points, viz., on the question itaelf, and 
on his recollection of his conversation with the Chancellor, was 
fo very decided ; and I shall wait to hear again from your 
Lordship before I take any further steps in the business, sub- 
mitting to your Lordship (as an opinion only that strikes me 
at the moment) the propriety of the Lord-Lientenant sending 
an official despatch on the subject, to be laid regularly before 
the Duke, 

¥ am confident there is no person to whom the Duke of 
Portland would be more sorry to have given pain to, or to 
have shown the slightest mark of inattention, than to the Lord 
Chancellor; and, as it is evidont that the conversation at Bur- 
Jington House haa been misunderstood by one or both of the 
parties, I had rather not mention the subject again to the 
Duke of Portland till your Lordship shall have been made 
acquainted with that fact, and till I shall have had the advan- 
tage of receiving your opinion, formed on circumstances with 
which you could not have been scquainted when your last 
letter was written. I will only now observe, that there must 
be some mistake about the oficial communication which 
your Lordship supposes to have been lately made. Nothing 
of the kind, indeed nothing at all upon the subject, has ever 
reached the Duke of Portland’s office aince I have been in it, 
nor did 1 ever hear it named till I received your Lordship's 
letter, 

T have the honour to be, &., 


Wituiam Wickaax, 


Hr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
Whitehall, February 22, 1789. 
My Lord—I am directed by the Duke of Portland to trans- 
mit to your Lordship copies of letters from Sir Charles Hamil- 
ton, Captain of his Majesty's ship Melpomene, and from 
Oapiain Gore, of his Majesty’s ship Triton, containing intelli- 
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gene of the enemy's force in the port of Brest; also the sub- 
atance of some further information on the same subject ; and I 
am to desire that your Lordship will lay the same before hia 
Excellency the Lord-Lieutenant. 
I have the honour to be, &., 
Wiriam WicxnaM. 


To Mr. Nepean. 

‘Melpomene, et Ses, February 14, 1799, 
Sir—I have to inform you, for the information of my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, that the badness of the 
weather prevented me from effectually reconnoitring Brest, till 
the 18th instant, when, having brought the Point of Camaret 
to bear South by East, per compass, distanco two milea and 
half, I discovered, vis., two three-deok ships, one with a flag 
st the mizen, the other s broad pendant; twelve two-deck 
ships, four or five frigates, and other small veasela. I there- 
fore conclude that no man-of-war has sailed during the easterly 
‘winds, as this statement agrees very nearly with the informa- 
tion given by Sir Edward Pellew. They had all their lower 
yards and topmasts struck, and several had their topsail yarda 

fore and aft in the top. 
Lam, &c., 
Caarixs HaMILToN. 
To Mr. Nepean. 

‘Triton, at Sea, February 12, 1799, 
Sir—On Tuesday, February 5, 1799, Ushant bearing North 
about four leagues, the Triton fell in with » Danish brig, which 
sailed from Brest that morning, bound tq Malaga, in ballast. 
On the atrict examination of the Master, I learnt that the 
enemy had fourteen sail of the line, three of them three decks, 
and six frigates lying in Brest water, apparently in good 
condition, but very ahort of men; that in the Arsenal they 
had twenty sail of ships of all descriptions, all of which wore 
undergoing repairs, and a great number of artificers were em- 

R2 
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ployed about them. He likewise informed me that the general 
subject of conversation was an intended invasion of Ireland in 


force. 
ie Joun GorE. 


Lord Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland, 
Private. Dablin Castle, February 23, 1799. 

My Lord—I have the honour herewith to enclose to your 
Grace the eopy of a Bill which was yesterday presonted to the 
House of Commons by Mr. Fitzgerald, the late Prime Sergeant, 
“to provide for the Administration of the Government of Ire- 
land, whensoever and as often ae it shall be administered by a 
Begent or a Regency.” 

When notice was given of thia measure, Lord Castlereagh, 
in pursuance of my directions, and of the authority which I 
had received from your Grace, stated that he should readily 
sssiat in the measure, provided that it was brought forward in 
the fall spirit of the Act of Annexation of the 33rd year of 
Henry VIII, and that its provisions reached all the cases of 
emergency which might arise. 

In the draft enclosed, the principle of the dependency of the 
crown of this realm upon the Crown of England seems to be 
fully expressed, though perhaps not so satisfactorily aa if the 
words of the statute of Henry VIII. had been exactly fol- 
lowed; but difficulty arises with respect to the provio which 
subjects the Regent for Ireland to exercise the regal rights 
under the same restrictions and limitations aa the Regent of 
Grest Britain shall be subject to. 

The Bill slso does not ascertain the power by which s 
Regent or Regency of England may rightfully be made. The 
words in the preamble—‘may happen to be vested in and 
committed to a Regent, or Regency, or some person or persona 
by some other title, name, and description”—seem to include 
such person as may usurp the Regency on an assumed principle 
of right, as well as the person who may be appointed Ragent 
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“by the two Houses of Parliament of England by Address, or 
by an Act of Parliament, to which the Royal assent may be 
given by Commission under the Great Seal or otherwise.” 

And, if the Bill were to use words which should ascertain 
the power by which alone » Begency could be rightfully ap- 
pointed, the Irish Parliament would im that case assume and 
exercise the right of deciding the constitutional suthority and 
powers of the British Parliament and nation in a contested 
point. 

On the second reading of the Bill, Lord Castlereagh will 
atate these difficulties to the House, and will move to adjourn 
the Committee on the Bill for such a period as will enable me 
to receive your Grace's sentiments upon this important subject. 
His Lordship will also state the possible cases whorein it may 
be expodiont that the Regent of Ireland should be under dif- 
ferent restrictions from the Regent of Great Britain. If, for 
instance, on the appointment of a Regent in Great Britsin by 
the Parliament thereof, he should be enjoined in certain eases 
to act by the advice of the Privy Council, under the Bill en- 
closed, it would be s question whether, in a similar case, he 
would not be obliged to act in Ireland by tho advice of the 
Privy Council of Ireland ; and if this regulation attached to 
the circumetances of making treaties or declaring war, n0 
‘treaty could be made, nor war declared, without the advice of 
the Privy Oouncil of Ireland. And, as many possibilities of 
this kind may be stated, Lord Castlereagh will endeavour to 
insinuste that the only complete measure for putting an end to 
the difficulties which arise from the present situation of Ireland 
is 8 Parliamentary Union. 

At the same time, while I suggest these difficulties to the 
Bill, it might have prejudicial consequences, if such an offer on 
the part of the Parliament were to be nogatived ; and I should 
hope that, though the measure may not be complete, it may 
be received as tending to prevent a separation of the two 
Kingdoms. CornwaLiis. © 


182 MEMOIRS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF [i7se. 


Mr, Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
Private. ‘Whitehall, Februsry 23, 1799. 

‘My dear Lord—-Mr. Wogan Brown called on me to-day, 
bringing with him young Aylmer, who acted so distinguished 
a part in the Rebellion, and desiring to know whether there 
could be any objection to his being suffered to reside in thia 
country. 

The Duke of Portland directa me to inform your Lordship 
of this circumstance, and request that you would mention it to 
the Lord-Lieutenant, and favour me with his Excellency's 
opinion on this point for his Grace's information, 

I am, with sincere regard, &c., 
Wittiam WIi0cKHAM. 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
‘Whitehall, February 25, 1799. 

My dear Lord—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Lordahip's private letter of the 20th instant, which I immedi- 
ately communicated to the Duke of Portland, who highly ap- 
proves of the directions that his Excellency has been pleased 
to give to the general officers commanding in the county 
(province f] of Connanght, 

‘The opposition to the Attorney-General’s Bill which the tate 
ofthat province has rendered so necessary, is as vexatious as it 
is unnatural and extraordinary, considering the quarter from 
which a part of it appears to come. 

Tn this atate of things, your Lordship must naturally be very 
anxious to have the draft of that Bill, which his Excellency 
‘transmitted to the Duke of Portland, returned to yon sa soon 
as possible. I have spoken to the Duke upon the subject this 
morning, and have received his directions to press the Law offi- 
cers to whom it ia referred to give their opinion as speedily as 
possible. 

The Solicitor-General, having submitted his opinion on the 
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subject to Mr. Pitt and Lord Grenville, has, I know, boon de- 
sired to reconsider it in one or two material points. I sincerely 
hope that by to-morrow, or next day, ail difficulties will have 
‘been removed. 

I shall shortly have to write to your Lordship on the subject 
of the United Irishmen, who threaten soon to become ex- 
tremely formidable in this metropolis. As, however, we are 
well informed of all their motions, I trast that no real danger 
or mischief can be apprehended, and that the leaders may at 
any time be taken into custody, whenever they shall bo pre- 
paring to execute any of their nefarious designs. 

Some passengers arrived, in a cartel from Gravelines, affirm 
that a new levy of 100,000 men has been decreed in France, 
and that war is upon the point of being declared against the 
Emperor. I believe that uo other intelligence to the same 
offect has been received. Not 9 newspaper was suffered to pass, 

‘You will have learnt from the public prints what serious 
alarm is entertained for the fate of Mr. Thomas Grenville.’ 
Nothing has been received since the report of the captain of 
the packet-bost, which you will have seen published. 

Believe me, ever with the highest regard, &., 

Ww. Wicxnam. - 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
Private. Whitehall, February 27, 1799. 

My dear Lord—I oponed, and forwarded to the Duke of 
Portland yesterday, your Lordship’s private letter of “the 22nd, 
enclosing s printed plan, supposed to be Mr. Tighe’s, of » regu- 
lation in respect to Tithes, which Mr. Pitt, to whom I had 
an opportunity of showing it before I sent the messenger off 
to Bulstrode, considered aa quite inadequate to the object, sup- 
posing the object were now desirable, 

1 (Phis gentleman, brother of Lord Grenville, who had been appointed 
Minister to one of the continental courts, was stopped by the ite, in hia 
‘Buwage up the Elbe, and there frozen up for s considerable time, during 
‘which the anxiety felt in London for his safety was traly intense. 
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‘The Attorney-General's Bill, which your Lordship inquires 
after, is still before the Law officers here, after having been oon- 
sidered by a Osbinet, at which those gentlemen were called to 
attend, I have written this morning to the Solicitor-General, 
to request that it may, if possible, be rotarned in the course of the 
day ; snd, a soon aa it shall be received, not a moment will be 
lost in transmitting it to Ireland. From tho opposition that your 
Lordship seems to expect, I fear that this delay will occasion 
much difficulty and inconvenience ; but the measure is in itself 
0 Vory extraordinary and s0 directly connected with aome of the 
greatest: and most delicate constitutional questions, that the 
Duke of Portland, though thoroughly convinced of ite necessity, 
did not consider himself authorized to give it his sanction, in the 
exact shape in which it has been brought forward, until it had 
been thoroughly considered in all its parts by the Law servants 
of the Crown here. 

The account your Lordship gives of the present state of the 
Catholics is very satisfactory. If Government has its own 
difficulties to encounter, I am persuaded that Opposition, com- 
posed aa it now is, will meet with as many, which, though of a 
difforent kind, will not be less formidable ; and in this persus- 
aion I own that my hope of your getting well through the ses- 
sion rests. 

‘We are still without any accounts of Mr, Thomas Grenville. 
1 am however much inclined to hope well for the safoty of the 
passengers, if not of the erew, from the circumstances that 
have been related to me as to the situation in which the 
Proserpine was seen during the time that she was in the Elbe. 
It will be most extraordinary if they had not, during part of 
that time, the means of communication from the ship to the 
shore. : 

Iam not without hopes that the Secret Commities will be 
tuabled to report on Friday. © Their report will be followed or 
preceded by the arrest of a number of United Irishmen in this 
capital. 
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Soon after I had forwarded your Lordship's private letter 
above mentioned to Bulstrode, I received, opened, and forwarded. 
two Despatches from the Lord-Lieutenant of the 23rd instant, 
brought by the Messenger Doyle, the one on the subject of 
the Regency Bill, the other on the state of the Counties of 
Galway and Mayo, and the new system adopted by the leaders 
of the United Irishmen in Dublin. The latter contains addi- 
tional reason to make us lament the delay thst has necessarily 
occurred in returning the draft of the Attorney-General’s Bill. 

‘The Regeney Bill will be taken immediately into eonsidera- 
tion, Mr. Pitt having desired the Duke of Portland to summon 
a Osbinet Council for that purpose on Friday, when the ques- 
tion of the disposal of tho State prisoners will also be deter- 
mined. I have the honour, &o., 

Winiram Wick#aM. 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 

‘Whitehall, February 28, 1799, 
My dear Lord—I take the esrliest opportunity of acquaint- 
ing your Lordship, by the Duke of Portland’s direction, for the 
information of his Excellency the Lord-Lieutensnt, that hie 
Grace has been positively assured that there are now at the 
top of Boulton Hil, in the County of Kildare, upon the Earl 
of Aldborough’s estate, chests of muskets and bayonets which 
belonged to Lord Aldborough’s Yeomavry, who ware routed 
and lost their arme in an affair during the Rebellion ; and that 
there are near Tally Hill, seven miles from Dublin, in the 
County of Wicklow, four large choste of pikes, &., buried 
under a large bush in s bog at the bottom of the Hill iv one of 
Cughan’s meadows. I attach the more importance to this in- 
formation as it has been given by a person deep in the confi- 

dence of the Irish Rebels who have taken shelter in London. 

Believe me, ever, &., 
Wriuam WICKHAM. 
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Information of Joseph Holt, gicen coluntarily, and by his own 


Cove, February 27, 1799. 

Says, that since the arrival of the convicts from Cork, viz., 
Dry, Desmond, Cox, Fitzgerald, and several others, they have 
held conversstions, all of which tend to state positively that 
there are 20,000 rebels organized at Cork and ita neighbour- 
hood, and that they are determined to make a rising on the 
evening of Easter Sunday next, when they expect the French. 
A foint ia to be made at Killala, but the principal attack is to 
be made shout Cork. That he has heard through those 
people, and from the conversations of several there, that the 
whole country is organizing with more activity than ever, 
especially in Munster, and ia assured and believes that great 
numbers of the Militia soldiers sre sworn and ready to join 
them, and expresses strongly a desire that the Government 
will be very attentive to the conduct of the Militia soldiers. 
He ia certain they have given up meetings, but they carry on 
their plots by writing little notes to one another, and that they 
encourage the disaffected to enlist in the regiments of Militia, 
‘These are, on what they call the big day, (Easter Sunday) to 
assassinate the well disposed, and to secure their arms and 
ammunition. He is certain that the country will experience 
great disorder noxt summer, and recommends again and 
strongly the strictest watch of the Militia, who, he saya, and 
is cerjain, are not to be trusted, and that the country is now 
preparing for rebellion more strongly than ever, and in greater 
numbers, The Datch, and particularly the Spaniards, are ex- 
pected to come to their assistance. With grest anxiety he 
again entreats that Government may exert itself in time, and 
take measures to prevent, a rebellion, that is cortainly deter- 
mined on, and that of the most universal nature. The com- 


* One of the most noted of the leaders of the insurgent in the late 
rebellion. 
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mon conversations are, that there is not a Catholie who would 
not kill a Protestant as noon as he would a rat. He is 
satisfied that if there were but five Catholics, they are deter. 
mined and will pursue this principle and intent a3 long as 
they exist, Joseph Holt adda, that he is himself s Protes- 
tant. 


Sir J. O. Hippisly to Lord Castlereagh. 
‘Most Private. Curzon Street, February 27, 1799. 

‘My Lord—It was my intention to have followed my corre- 
spondence with Lord Hobart, by addressing to your Lordship 
extracts from the original documents, which would have clearly 
substantiated anything I adeanced in those letters which Lord 
Hobart thought of sufficient importance to be transmitted to 
your Lordship.’ I had, in fact, begun upon this task early in 
Inst woek, and told Mr. Dundas that J should address your 
Lordahip as on Saturday last; but I have, since that period, 
been very ill; and, from some additional circumstances of 
family distress, I fear I shall not immediately be able to fulfil 
my intention. Lord Hobart tells me that he mentioned to 
your Lordship that I had seen the Speaker, who approved of 
wy ideas, The fact is, that I went through the whole subject 
in repeated interviews with the Speaker, who was much struck 
at the information, which he said was entirely new to him, and, 
as he observed, would present the subject in a different light 
to Mr, Pitt from what he had ever viewed it in. I enclose 
to your Lordship a copy of the Speaker's last note on this 
subject. 

‘With respect to Dr. Troy, having expressed myself 20 fally 
in my letters to Lord Hobart on the diatinotion of ragulars and 
seculars, I think it incumbent on me to aay also to your Lord- 
ship that Dr. Troy may be made much good use of ; though, 

3 "The important papers here referred to will be found in the Supple- 
ment to this year (1799) under the head CarHoLacs. 
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from the circumstance of his being a regular and a Dominican, 
in many cases he will certainly be influenced by Peaprit du 
corps. Your Lordship will, I am persuaded, feel the necessity 
of keeping my communications on this subject profoundly 
eecret, aa certainly even great public inconvenience might 
result from Dr. Troy's being acquainted with my sentiments. 
I believe him, however, to be sincerely attached to the King’s 
Government, and it is his interest 0 to be. 

Mr, Macdonnel, the chaplain of the Glengarry regiment, 
showed me, this morning, a letter from the titular Bishop 
Delany, who mentions I)r. Troy having read my letters to the 
assembly of Ostholic bishops before they left Dublin. Delany 
speaks highly in favour of the Union, but says the excesses 
committed on many of the Catholic clergy still obtain. 

I did not mention, in my letters to Lord Hobart, the eub- 
stance of a letter from Dr. V. Bodkin, dated Galway. He did 
not know, when he wrote that the Friar Concanen waa made a 
Bishop, but he says, “Ooneanen and Conolly,” (Dominicans) 
“those sublime characters, whom you discovered so oom- 
pletely, prior to your departure from Rome, both had friends 
amongst the new revolutionary government, and obtained their 
Jeave to remain there.” He concluded, “ My countrymen are 
very warm, violent, aud easily roused, but they as soon fall 
back and return to a better sense. I am far from thinking the 
Union lost; » little time will rally and bring back the die 
heartened and disaffected. It is the only means left to aave 
from rain and destruction that poor, infatuated Ireland.” Hig 
letter is from Galway, the Ist of February. 

Tho regulars will all speak ill of Dr. Bodkin, so will they of 
his predecessor at Rome, Dr. Bellew, titular Bishop of Killala, 
who was many years agent for the Secnlars. The new titular 
Bishop Concanen, I have said, was Dr. Troy’s agent. He, aa 
well as Dr. Troy, opposed national superiors of the Irish Ool- 
lege in Rome, knowing those nationals must be secular priests. 
‘Their efforts were ineffectual} and Dr. Troy, being outvoted 
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by his brethren in Ireland, submitted to the arrangement 1 
sbtained of the Pope]. Concanen had induced the Irish 
students to apply to the Cardinal York; but this is a deli- 
cate subject, and I trust it in profound confidence to your Lord- 
ship, entreating you to burn this scrawl as soon sa you have 
read it, 

In my hasty PS. to my last letter to Lord Hobart, I 
suggested the ides of separating the requisition for a complete 
report and return of the Catholic ecclesiastics. It occurs to 
me that, when Government shall have obtained that return, as 
a preliminary to s future arrangement of provision, and when 
the numbers and distinctions of the regulars shall sppear on 
the face of that retarn, the restrictive arrangement will natu- 
rally grow out of it; and Dr. Troy, though a regular, by a” 
little address, may be brought not to oppose a limitation a0 
perfectly consistent with the practice even in Catholic States. 
Yonr Lordahip will excuse this, I fear, illegible effort, which 
I make with grest pain, having an influenza in my head: but 
I thought the subject demanded this communication. 

I told the Speaker I had the means of procuring the most 
certain communication with the Pope, when anything was ripe 
enough to be referred to that quarter, which was by a Catholic 
pricat, highly respected by the Pope and hie ministers, and aleo 
well known to the Speaker and Mr. D{unds}s. He left Italy 
but « few months since, and is at present in Scotland. 

I have the honour to be, &., 
é J. O, Hiprrsty. 


Lord Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland. 
‘Dublin Castle, Febroary 28, 1799. 
My Lord—On Tuesday last, the Bill for the more speedy 
Suppreasion of Rebellion was resd a second time. On this bill 
being firet introduced, I understand an attempt waz made to 
unite all the persons who had voted against the Union in oppo- 
sition to it. 
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One principle privately urged was, that it gave a power to 
the ministry to force that question, and another, that it de- 
graded Parliament, and tended to prove that it was incompe- 
tent to manage the country ; that it ehould, therefore, be eon- 
sidered as s Union question 5 and that, if it were to be allowed 
to pass, it should be restricted in its operations, and its dura: 
tion limited for s few months, or during the session of Parlia- 
ment, I understand that the Speaker, Sir John Parnell, and 
Mr. Ponsonby, sounded gentlemen on these points: but it wae 
found that so many of the country gentlemen felt it their duty 
to strengthen the Executive power as much as possible, that all 
attempt to cement them in a regular opposition was impossible. 
Mr. Ponsonby, therefore, and Sir John Parnell, kept a back- 
ward line, and it was determined by them not to divide on the 
principle of the Bill, but to let it go into Committee. 

‘This refusal of the country gentlemen to unite against this 
Bill proves that all sttempts to form s party against Govern- 
ment, with s view to overturn this Administration, haa entirely 
failed, and that, however on some particular questions — con- 
siderable opposition may appear, there is not any probability 
of ita being successful in any measure which is necessary for 
carrying on the King’s Government. 

The Attorney-General opened the debate in a speech of con- 
siderable length, in which he entered into the state of the 
country and the necessity of arming the Executive Govern- 
ment with s legal authority to exercise Martial Law, in order 
to prevent the clashing of jurisdiction with the Courts of Law. 
The chief opposers were Mr. Barrington, Mr. Dobbs, Mr. 
Plonkett, Mr. Ruxton, who are barristers, and Sir L. Parsons, 
who, though he voted for the Bill going into Committee, apoke 
against its principles with great violence. 

The tendency of tho Opposition went to modify the power 
and localize the operations of the Bill. Upon this, Lord 
Castlereagh rose to defend its principle, and to declare that, if 
the Bill were to be modified, he would relinquish it. His 
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Lordship stated that the sole object of the Bill waa not to 
confer any new power or prerogative on the Crown, but to 
render ita known powers compatible with the continusnce of 
the jurisdiction of the Courts of Law; and if Martial Law 
could not constitutionally co-exist, it would therefore be 
necessary for the Government to shut up the Courts of Law, 
and to prevent all the ordinary administration of justice, or for 
Parliament to authorize Martial Law to be exercised in con- 
currence with their jurisdiction. His Lordship also stated 
broadly this principle—that, on every great emergency, the 
Executive Government was bound not to wait for the previous 
sanotion of the Legislature, but boldly to meet the emergency 
for the safety of the kingdom, relying upon its own responsi- 
bility, trasting to the future approbation of Parliament; but 
that this principle disappeared when the urgency was not 
transitory, and where the mischief to be obviated was perma- 
nent ; and that a new principle then arose, which was that the 
Parliament never ought to suffer for any long period a oon- 
tinued deviation from the ordinary practice of the Conatitu- 
tion; but that it ought entirely to check such a doviation, if 
improper, or to legalize it, if necessary. 

Some observations having been thrown out by Dr. Duigenan 
and Mr. Ogle, that the system on which I had acted had been 
different from that of my predecessor in office, his Lordship 
entered into a sstisfactory explanation on that subject. He 
contended that the true principles of conduct had been equally 
applied by my predecessor and myself; that the coercive mea- 
surea which were pursued by Lord Camden were necessary, on 
the breaking ont of a rebellion, for its suppression, and that I 
had continued the eystem of rigour while the forces of the 
‘Rebels remained in any degree collected ; but that, when they 
were dispersed and subdued, I should have acted contrary to 
every principle of policy, if I had endeavoured to drive the 
remains of the Rebels to desperation, and had not opened a 
door for their return to allegiance. Hie Lordship also showed, 


192 MEMOIRS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF L799. 


from documenta which I hed supplied, that, in endesrouring 
to reclaim the minds of the people, and to sttach them to the 
mildness of our Goverument, I had not failed to apply, on 
proper occasions, a due messare of severity; and he exem- 
plified thie assertion by stating that, since the French invasion, 
380 Rebels had been tried by Martial Law, that 131 had been 
eapitally convicted, of whom 90 had suffered the punishment 
of death, 

I understand his Lordship’s speech had very great effect 
tupon the House, and that several members who had intended 
to vote against the Bill withdrew their opposition. 

The Bill being read a second time, about two in the morning, 
the Opposition pressed to put off the Committee till thia day 5 
and Sir John Parnell, who had just returned from dinner, said 
he would secede from the House upon the moasnre, if the Com- 
mittee was pressed forward. The question, however, was 
carried for going into Committee yesterday. When the House 
met, Mr, Dawson, member for Monaghan, pressed to adjourn 
the subject until to-day; but, after some debate, there ap- 
peared 72 for going into Committee forthwith, 33 for post- 
poning it. 

In the Committee, Mr. Dawson moved that the Bill should 
operate only in Counties proclaimed, which produced = long 
and dosultory debate, which was so far satisfactory, as it proved 
that there was no concert in the conduct of the opposers of the 
Bill, The amendment was nogatived, on division, about two 
o'clock in the morning, 121 to 18. Colonel Foster, the 
Speaker's son, voted in the majority. Some other amend 
ments were proposed and nogatived, and the Bill was ordered 
to be reported. The mombers having beon much fatigued, 
there was not = Houee to-day; but I have not any reason to 
believe that the Bill will be further resisted. When the 
Regency Bill was read s second time on Tuesday, Lord Castle- 
reagh stated at length the difficulties which mnst attend any 
Bill upon the sabject, and expatisted on the topics which I 
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have stated to your Grace in my despatch upon this subject. 
Mr. Fitsgerald merely said that he should endeavour to ob- 
viate the objections which bad beon thrown out, and it was 
agreed to put the Bill in Committeo on Tuesday next. 
Comnwatis. 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
‘Whitehall, February 28, 1799. 

My dear Lord—In my letter of the 22nd of February, 
marked seoret, I sent your Lordship, enclosed by direction of 
the Duke of Portland, for the information of the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant, copies and oxtracta of the last intelligence received from 
Brost. It seoms certain that a formidable expedition is pre- 
paring there; and, though intelligence of a contrary nature haa 
certainly been received, yet many concurrent circumstances, in- 
dependent of the present state of the country in Ireland, which 
must naturally tempt the enemy to an invasion, make it ex- 
tremely probable that Ireland is the real object of the expedition. 

Your Lordship will find enclosed, marked A, the report of 
& very intelligent person who has lately been employed to visit 
the ports of France, the general tenour of which has beon con~ 
firmed by other information of the same nature. It appears 
alao certain, from authentic information lately collected here, 
that the United Irishmen in Dablin have received advices from 
France, and have communicated the same to their friends here, 
that an expedition will be undertaken from Rrest to the coasts 
of Ireland in the course of the ensuing month, or the beginning 
of April. 

In 6 late letter, either to your Lordship or Mr, Cooke, I 
mentioned that one Doyle had then Iately gone over to Ireland 
with a number of printed cards (one of which I sont encloaed) 
struck in commemoration of what the disaffected call the Mar- 
tyrdom of Quigley. This man is lately returned, and haa 
brought with him, to the leaders of the Union here, the assur- 
ance that such an expedition will take placo at the time shove 
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mentioned, and that measares are now taking, with the utmost 
activity, for a general rising in Ireland ss soon as the French 
shall appear on the-coast. He brings instructions, at the same 
time, which have been communicated only to three leading 
persons here, to endeavour to cause a rising at the same moment 
of the United men in the capital, and, if possible, in Rristol 
and Manchester, so as that this country may be prevented from 
sending any troops to Ireland. If rising cannot be effected, 
they hope to be able either to set fire to = dock-yard, or to 
assassinate hia Majesty or Mr. Pitt, in the hope of making as 
much confusion and cresting aa great an alarm as possible. 

Lam sorry to inform your Lordahip thst, in furtherance of 
theee views, the organization of Societiea of United Irishmen 
in this capital is now carried on with an alarming activity, and 
that all their proceedings are directed by Irishmen lately come 
over, all of whom have been more or less concerned in tho late 
Rebellion. All of them, however, are more or less under the 
direction of the Binnaes; and, as the Duke of Portland is posi- 
tively informed, and as he has every reason to believe, are anb~ 
ject to the control and direction of the Executive Committee 
in Ireland, which has been appointed by such of the State 
prinonere as originally filled that office, and who are now, of 
course, incapable of executing it. 

‘Under these circumstances, the Lord-Lieutenant will pro- 
bably receive immediately a despatch from the Duke of Port- 
Jand, recommending the renewing, enforcing, and even ex- 
tending the provisions of last year, with respect to persona 
pasaing from one country to the other; and similar provisions 
‘will also be made, and similar precantions taken on this side of 
the water, 

Beliove me ever, &c., 
Wiiuiam WIcKHAM. 
Hatract of a Letter from a person lately arrived from Francs. 

From Rochefort, where I found 3000 men of the force which 

was to have followed General Hardy to Ireland, I went to 
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Nantea, but was not allowed to visit Brest. At the former 
place, however, I waa met by an officer of the Marine (Gerard 
de In Coudraye) employed at Brest, who told me that the pre~ 
nent object was to man eight ships of the line for the next ex- 
pedition to Ireland, and that they were then (beginning of 
January) not more than half resdy. From Nantes, I came to 
Paris, where I learned that the Directory, though not without 
some hesitation and difficulty, had consented to risk 5000 men 
more in an attempt upon Ireland, and that the Delegates at 
Paria, after frequent disappointments, had received promises to 
this effect. On tho 16th of January, I was told by one 
Latairidre, aide-de-camp to General Championnet, who brought 
from Italy some colours, &c., taken from the Neapolitana (and 
who for this had been promoted), that he was to be employed 
in the expedition, and that he had received orders to hold 
himself in readiness ; that 3000 of the troops would consist of 
those he saw at Rochofort, and the remainder be collected from 
detachments on the coast and in Brittany. 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 

Private and Confidential. ‘Whitehall, March 2, 1799. 

My dear Lord—Your Lordship will be surprised, and per- 
haps disappointed, at not hearing from me again on the subject 
of my letter marked private and confidential, of the 28th inat., 
after the faithful promise I made to communicate to you, with- 
out loas of time, such information as I could collect on the 
subject from Mr. Rose or Mr. Long. The motives of my silence, 
however, I am confident your Lordship will not disapprove. 

‘The truth is that, upon due consideration, I thought that it 
would be both more satisfactory and more pleseant to your Lord- 
ship that I should remind Mr. Pitt of what he had said to me, 
and ask him to have the goodness to explain to me what had been 
usually done previous to the opening of the Irish Budget that 
had been omitted on this occasion, and what were the communi- 
cations that he expected should take place on such occasions in 
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fature, thet I might convey such information as he might think 
proper to give directly to your Lordship, without putting you 
under the necessity of applying to anybody elee. 

Mr. Pitt, with the greatest readiness, and many expressions 
of kindness and attention to your Lordship, immediately do- 
sired me to say that though, by such a measure, the necessity 
of tho Lord-Lieutenant’s writing fally on the eubject to the 
Seoretary of State was by no means taken away or diminished, 
yet it had been ueual of late years, whenever a loan was mado 
by the Government of this country to that of Ireland, or even 
when the Government of Ireland borrowed money in this 
country, but not of the Government of England, for the Ohan- 
cellor of the Exchequer in Ireland to communicate very fally 
on the subject with the Chancellor of the Exchoquer here, and 
not only to state the precise sum he should want, but also 
something of the purposes to which it waa to be applied, and 
the Ways and Means by which provision would be made for 
the payment of the interest, previous to any measure being 
proposed to Parliament. He added that, of late years, the 
Trish Chancellor of the Exchequer had come over to England, 
for the purpose of giving all the necessary information, and 
arranging all matters that might be subject to any difficulty, 
or require any previous discussion or explanation. 

He said that Sir John Parnell, when in England, had stated 
to him genorally that a sum which would probably not exceed 
£1,500,000 would be wanted by way of loan from this Govern- 
ment, to which Mr. Pitt had immediately assented ; but that 
little had been said and nothing definitively settled aa to the 
lean that the Irish Government might have occasion to make, 
independent of what it should receive from the Government of 
this country; that, however, it was essentially requisite that 
he should be fully, and, as far ss possible, timely informed 
on that point, as, without such information, he would neither 
be able to make his own calculations with advantage to tho 
public, nor give to the bidders for the loan that information 
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which they had a right to expect of the quantity of money that 
would be wanted in the year for the general service of the 
Empire. This was all that I learned directly from Mr. Pitt; 
but, aa soon as the outline of the business is settled between 
the two Chancellors of the Exchequer, I find from Mr. Long 
that the detail ia entirely conducted with the Secretaries to the 
‘Treasury by Mr. Puget, the Irish agent. 

Since writing the above, I have been informed by Mr. Pitt, 
that he has this morning received a letter from Mr. Corry, 
giving him all the necessary information. 1 shall not, how- 
ever, the lesa communicate to your Lordship all that this letter 
contains, not only because I was bound by my promise to 
write again on the subject, but because it may possibly be a 
satiafuction to your Lordship to know what is really expected 


here. Iam, &., 
Wriiiam Wickham, 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
Whitehall, March 2, 1799. 

My dear Lord—t feel for your Lordship and your friends, 
when I consider all the trouble that this unfortunate Bill, 
which the miserable state of the country has rendered necessary, 
will give you. I tremble lest the Bill already before tho 
Commons should have reached the Lords before the Lord- 
Lieutenant will have received the despatch of this evening ; 
and yet, upou farther reflection, I am not quite sure that a total 
reconsideration of the aubject by the Lords well managed and 
adroitly suggested, thus giving to their Lordships the eredit 
of superior wisdom, might not be the best and least objectic nable 
mode of getting out of the difficulty. However that may be, 
the opinion here is as decided as it is unanimous, that the Bill, 
as bronght in by the Attorney-General, canuot, on any account, 
be anffered to pass. I reproach myself, and I fear your Lord- 
ship will havo reproached me, with not having written to your 
Lordahip very fully on the subject the moment the Bill was 
received. But, the fact is, that it wax taken out of my hands 
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before I had read it, and not returned to me till it had under- 
gone the consideration of everybody else: and your Lordship 
may collect, from the letter I wrote to you on the 25th ult., 
that even then [ was unacquainted with the nature of the 
difficulties that had occurred. 

Au it is extremely late, and the messenger waiting, I shall 
beg leave to do nothing more than acknowledge the receipt of 
your Lordship’s letter of the 25th, with an account of the 
opening of the Budget, and inform you that the Duke of Port- 
land has received one of the same date from your Lordship, 
containing the account of Mr. Elliot’s illness, and also a private 
one from the Lord-Lieutenant of the 26th. 

T have the honour to be, &., 
Wituam Wickham. 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
Whitehall, March 12, 1799. 
My Lord—I am directed, by the Duke of Portland, to 
transmit to your Lordship, for the information of the Lord- 
Lieutenant, a copy of intelligence received from Lieutenant 
Hawes, of the Phanix lugger, relative to the enemy's move- 
ments in the Texel; together with an extract of a letter from 
Captain Temple, of the Jalouse, on the same subject. 
I have the honour to be, &., 
Witiiam WioKHaM. 
March 10, 1799, 
Lieutenant Hawes, of the Phamix lugger, who arrived in 
Yarmouth Roads yesterday morning, reports that, st four 
o'clock on Thursday evening, the 7th instant, he was close in 
the Texel, by the Hake Sand, where he counted about twenty 
pendants, all exactly in the same situation aa they have been 
daring the winter, moored head and stera; says the Jalouse 
is seldom or ever out of sight of the enemy, keeping, st all 
times, close in by the Sand, co that no alteration whatever can 
take place in their motions without his knowledge. 
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Extract of a Letter from Captain Temple, of his Majesty's 
sloop Jalouse. 
Off the Texel, March 7, 1799. 
The French prisoners from the privateer I took report that 
fifteen thousand French troops are soon to march into Holland, 
to be embarked in transports, 


Mr, Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
Becret. ‘Whitehall, March 5, 1799. 
My Lor’—I am desired, by the Duke of Portland, to 
tranamit to your Lordship herewith » copy of s letter which 
I have received from Mr. Nepean, enclosing intelligence from 
Vico-Admiral Kingsmill,’ at Cork, relative to some further 
rebellious proceedings in Ireland; and, in particular, au in- 
tonded insurrection at and in the neighbourhood of the above- 
mentioned port on the day stated in the said intelligence 5 
and J am to desire that you will lay the same befort the Lord- 
Lieutenant for his Excellency’s information. 
T have the honour to be, &., 
Wuiam Wioxnam. 
Mr. Nepean to Mr. Wickham. 
Admiralty Office, March 5, 1799, 
Sir—I am commanded, by my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, to send you, for the information of his Grace the 
Duke of Portland, the enclosed copy of intelligence received 
this morning from Vice-Admiral Kingsmill, at Cork, relative 
to some further rebellious proceedings in Ireland ; but, in par 
ticalar, an intended insurrection st and in the neighbourhood 
of the above-mentioned port on the day stated in the ssid 
intelligence. Ian, &., 
Evan NEPEAN. 
1 ‘The letter of Admiral Kingmnill, referred to by Mr. Wickham and 
‘Mr. Nepean, I have not been able to find among these papers. 
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Mr. Wiskkam to Lord Castlereagh. 
Private. Whitehall, March 8, 1799. 

My dear Lord—I send your Lordship enclosed, by direction 
of the Duke of Portland, for the information of his Excellency 
the Lord-Lieutenant, extracts of Secret Reports from = person 
employed in Holland, which arrived by the last mails, and 
which may not prove uninteresting to you at this present 
moment, 

In my letter of yesterday, I omitted to insert the name of 
Doyle's brother (the person with whom Doyle is to lodge) ; 
he is a pawnbroker, and lives in Chancery Lane. I under- 
stand that Doyle only means to stop in Dublin for s fortnight : 
as he intends, afterwards, to go into the country. 

Believe me ever, &., 
Wituiam WickHAM. 


Extrait Pune Lettre de Wesel. 
Janvier 7, 1799, 

‘Les Frangais, apres bien des instances, ont obtenu du Direo- 
toire Batave de faire sortir d'Hollande six vaisseaux de ligne, 
deux frégates, ainsi que deux barques canonidres, pour faire, 
% ce qu'on asaure, une descente en Irlande, On croit qu’ils se 
joindront & quelque flotte de Brest, ou de Rochefort. 

Tusqu’s présent, trois capitaines seulement sont connus : 
vis, Van Braam, Capellen, Eatberson le jeune: plusieurs 
autres s’étaient adreasé au Directoire pour représenter P'impos- 
sibilité do réussir. 

Extrait Pune Lettre de Rotterdam. 
Janvier 12, 1799. 

A Amsterdsm on répare le Vischer on Vanguerde, 76, qui 
portera 80 canons, et un autre de méme grandeur, ainsi 
qu'un autre de 68 vient d'éire mouillé: un sécond de 68 en 
réparation, avec les Etate-Généraux de 64. 

A Rotterdam deux de 74, on construction et deux de 64 en 
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réperation. Pour le printemps ils sercient prite 2 de 74, 
4.do 68, ot 2 frégates. 

Dans le port du Texel, 2 de 74 canons, 6 de 68, 2 de 56, man- 
quent & oompléter les équipages de ces navires 1600 hommes ; 
Mars, de 46; Ambuscade,de 36; Amphitrite, de 36; Hector, 
de 44; l’Heroine, de 36, hors d’état do service; Dauphin, 
de 24, 

TRANSLATION. 
Extract of « Letter from Wesel. 
January 7, 1799, 

‘The French, after many entreaties, have prevailed upon the Bstavian 
Directory to despatch from Holland six ships of the line, two frigates, 
to make, as it is awerted, s descent in Ireland. It is believed that they 
will join some muadron from Brest or Rochefort. As yet, three captains 
only are known, viz, Van Braam, Capellen, and Estberson, junior ; 
several others had addremed themselves to the Directory, for the pur- 
‘pone of representing the impomibility of succeeding. 

Bstract of « Letter from Rotterdam. 
January 12, 1799. 

‘At Amsterdam, they are repairing the Vischer, or Vanguerde, 76, 
which will carry 80 guns, and another of the same size; likewise another, 
of 68, bas just been moored; ® second, of 68, is under repair, with the 
States-General of 64. 

At Rotterdam two eeventy-foure building, two sixty-four under repair. 
By epring, there will be ready two of 74, four of 68, and two frigates, 

In the harbour of the Texel, 2 of 74, 6 of 68, 2 of 56-—wanting to com- 
plete the crews of these ships 1600 men; Mars, of 46; Ambuscade, of 36; 
Awphitrite, of 86; Hector, of 44; Heroine, of 86, unfit for service; 
Dauphin, 4, : 

The Duke of Portland to Lord Cornwaltis. 
Secret und Confidential Whiteball, March 8, 1799. 

My Lord—The public attention, notwithstanding the 
avowed determination of Government not again to ‘bring 
forward the question of Union in the course of the present 
Session, appears to be so entirely occupied by that subject, 
its influence so evidently manifests itself in the discussion of 
every measure which comes under the consideration of the 
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House of Commons, and it enables the Opposition to em- 
barrase and retard the progress of business to so great a degree, 
that I am to recommend to your Excellency to take, without 
further delay, such means as, without sbandoning the measure, 
you may judge to be most effectual for allaying the sppre- 
henaions which have been conceived of its effects, and which 
may best tend to reconcile to it those who, with the exception 
of the proprictors and trading inhabitants of Dublin, must be 
principally, if not solely, affected by it. 

By very ingenious and interesting letter of Lord Castle. 
reagh’s, which I had the pleasure of receiving on the 7th ult, 
(and to which I have not sooner adverted, from the necessity 
of scquiescing, for the present, in what was to be collected 
from the debate on the Report of the Address to be the opinion 
of the Irish House of Commons) the different descriptions of 
persons whose present interests dispose them to be adverse to 
the measure are so justly and accurately defined, the causes 
of their opposition are so clearly and distinctly detailed, and 
the meana of removing them so judiciously and satisfactorily 
pointed out, (and they seem, moreover, so much within reach) 
that I should advise your Excellency to resort to them with- 
out losa of time, was I not sensible that your general local 
knowledge, and the means your situation gives you of ob 
serving the temper of the country, as well as the disposition of 
its leading interests, enable you to choose the most favourable 
mode and opportunity of making this new arrangement known, 
either by an open avowal of it and specification of it in detail, 
(which, at this moment, we conceive would searcely be prudent) 
or by letting it get out by degrees, as 8 project that might be 
in the contemplation of Government, if, on communication with 
individuals, it should be found likely to recommend the general 
measure of Union. But, at whatever time, whether on re- 
osipt of this despatch, or at a remoter period, your Excellency 
shall determine to open this plan, I conclude that your frat 
communication will be of that part of it which is intended to 
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conciliste the County interests, and to restore you the support 
of the independent and most reapectable members of the House ; 
and that they will be informed, in the first instance, that their 
relative situation in respect of seats will be exactly the samo 
in the United as in the Irish House of Commons. For, upon 
the best consideration which his Majesty's servants here have 
been able to give the subject, they are convinced that, under 
whatever circumstances the measure of Union may be brought 
forward, the County representation should remain exactly on 
the same footing that it is at present, and that, consequently, 
each county should continue to send two Representatives. 

By this arrangement, the two most important of Lord Castle- 
reagh’s classes, viz., the first and second interest in Counties, 
considered in that point of view only, are left, not only without 
& pretext of complaint, but, without their being exposed to any 
tisk, expence, or trouble, in addition to that which they are 
now subject to, their situations necessarily become doubled in 
value and importance. How far it may be insisted on that a 
Union will give additional security to the first County interests 
your Excellency will best judge; but, inasmuch as it will 
necessarily reduce the number of all species of Parliamentary 
Adventurers, they will gain, in common with all other landed 
proprietors, and, aa it may render it loss an object to any one to 
endeavour to create a Catholic interest in a County, both these 
classes, but the first in particular, cannot but find themselves 
considerably benefitted. These, however, are contingencies 
on which I lay’no particular stress: there are such abundant 
other reasons for reconciling these two classes to the measure, 
that, when onee their fears respecting their own situations are 
quieted, they cannot but anticipate the personal as well as 
public advantages which must result from its adoption, and 
become strenuous advocates in its favour. 

‘With respect to the borough proprietors, though I cannot 
subscribe to any proposal for increasing the number of Repre- 
sentatives beyond 100 at the utmost, and am not prepared to 
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admit Lord Castlereagh’s valuation of either English or Irish 

I have no difficulty in authorizing your Excellency 
to hold out the ides of compensation to all persons possessed of 
that species of property, and I do not soruple to advive that 
the compensation should be made upon s liberal principle. 
But, as this part of the plan cannot be carried into execution 
without attending to a variety of considerstions and entering 
into great details, I will go no farther into it at present than 
to aay that I should strongly incline to follow, as noarly as 
may be, the method adopted in Scotland of claasing the 
Boroughs, which haa, at least, the authority of near a century's 
experience. But I cannot conclude this part of the subject 
without expressing a hope that, from the additional value which 
the Borough seats will acquire in the United Parliament, ex- 
elusive of any consideration of the seats for Counties, it will 
be found that this very great and never to be lost sight of 
object: will be attained upon much easier terma, in all respects, 
than the caution of Lord Castlereagh will allow him to imagine. 

As to the lawyera and those adventurers, who were tempted 
to speculate in Parliamentary politics by the cheapness of 
seats, at the last general election, there can be no pretenders 
to compeneation whom I should be less disposed, and, I should 
hope, it will be less necessary, to consider than both, particn- 
larly the last description of them, 

Au soon as the two descriptions of County interests are 
seoured, of the practicability of which I have little doubt, and 
in which a considerable part of the third class, or Borough 
proprietors, is necessarily included, there seems a most obvious 
and easy mode of settling the protensions of the professional 
Politicians, and, at the same time, an opportunity of giving an 
additional boon to all the Borough proprietors. Your Excel- 
Toney will anticipate my meaning, and infer that I can allude 
to nothing but dissolution of the present Parliament—a step 
which, I should imagine, would be much approved by the 
Public, and would be highly agreeable to such of the Borough 
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Proprietors as would, by that means, be restored to the posses- 
sion of their own natural weight and importanee, and be com- 
pletely relieved from the tyranny of those declaimers whom 
they unwarily brought into the House of Commons at the 
last general election. Asa popular measure (as far as thet may 
be thought worth attention), it might havo its effect in being 
represented as a proof of the candour of Government in resort- 
ing, on such an occasion, to the sense of the constituent body. 
But this is an idea which I throw out with entire deference to 
your better judgment, becanse, notwithstanding the advantage 
which it seems to afford, in the point of view in which I see it, 
it may be capable of producing consequenoss which, in the 
opinion of a closer and more experienced observer, may render 
it too dangerous an experiment to be attempted. 

The apprehensions of sll descriptions of Proprietora and 
resident inhabitants in Dublin are too natural to be treated as 
prejudices, or to be expected to be got the better of by the 
common means of persuasion or influence, Nothing, however, 
should be omitted that can conciliate or dispose them to ac- 
quiesce in the measure. In respect to representation, T con- 
ceive there could be no objection to put them upon the same 
footing as the Countios, and to leave them in possession of the 
two Seats they now have in the House of Commons. Any 
and every other indulgence might slso be conceded to them ; 
but, at the same time, they must be given to understand that, 
whenever it shall be thought advisable to bring on the measure 
of Union, their’suppozed local interests will not be considered 
as any obstacle to it, and must not be expected to be put in 
competition with those of the kingdom in general, and the 
stability and aggrandizement of the British Empire. 

I have gone at greater length than I first inteuded into this 
sabject ; but I have been irresistibly led to pursue the masterly 
outline, which has been traced for me by Lord Castlereagh. 
My anxiety, also, that the remainder of your Seasion ehould 
be rendered as easy as, I am persuaded, it will be honourable 
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to you, was a farther inducement ; nor was it the least of my 
Motives to suggest to your Excellency the best means which 
occurred to me to quiet the alarms and jealousiea which pre- 
vailed, and reunite the power and property of the kingdom, 
as well for the purpose of diseonraging the enemy from at- 
tempting, and defeating him ahould he attempt to invade you, 
as for the purpose of promoting the success of a Union, the 
necessity of which is faily and incontrovertibly proved by the 
event of every day. 
I have the honour, &., 
PoRTLAND. 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh, 

Whitehall, March 12, 1799. 
My Lord—I am directed, by the Duke of Portland, to 
transmit to your Lordship, for the information of the Lord- 
Lieutenant, a copy of « paper, which has been received from 
Osptain d’Auvergne, Prince of Bouillon, containing intelli- 

gence from Brest and St. Maloes. 
T have the honour to be, &., 
Wituiak WIckHAM. 


Substance of the information received the 3rd day of March, 
Of the movements at Brest to the 24th of February inolusive, 
and at St. Maloes to the 2nd of March, 1799. 

Brest, Febrosry 19th. The Montblanc, Wattigny, and Tell, 
with the frigates Cornélie and Fraternité, were mustered this 
morning, and received order to go out to Bertheaume. 

Fobrusry 24th. Simall detachments of troops that have 
embarked upon the former have been landed, and their sailing 
suspended till further orders. ‘The four frigates and 2 corvette 
(frigntes Cornélie, Fraternité, Precieuse, and Vengeance, 
corvette Tactique) are stili under ssiling orders, with four 
months’ sea provisions. Their crews have been paid two 
months in advance. 
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State of the Road on the 24th of Febrnary—2 ihree-deck 
ahips, 12 of 74 guns, 8 frigates, 1 corvette, 1 cutter, and 
2 privateers, The convoy thet came on the 6th, under the 
escort of the frigate La Creole, is in the harbour unloading. 
‘The seven ships ready in the harbour will soon be out in the 
Road, sa their crews are completing daily by the arrival of 
new levies. 80 waggons, loaded with rope, have arrived within 
these few days, but cables continue scarce. The Terrible and 
Invincible have landed their lower deck-guns, for what purpose 
it is not known. Within the last ten days, money to the 
amount of seven millions of livres has arrived at the Treasury 
from Paris. Five millions more are on their way. It is 
atated, that all this money is intended to be embarked in the 
frigates destined for the secret expedition in contemplation, 
which, although there is no affectation about the head-quarters 
to say it is intended for the colonies, it is suspected that Ireland 
is its more probable destination, as officers of that nation bave 
arrived at the same time, though as privately as it was possible. 
The artificers have ceased working on the Indivisible and 
Vengeur. 

St. Maloes, 27th February. Four of the gun-vessels of 
Granville have brought iron ballast for the frigates at Solidor. 

March 2nd, The garrison of the town consists now of 
2100 men, part of which is about to proceed for Brest. 

The greatest activity is put to collect seamen for Brest. 
The invalids of this district are distributed on the stationary 
vessels, and all the able crews are sent to Brest; and, as the 
privateers return, their crows are equally sent there. 

D*Avvzeang, Prince of Bouillon, 





The Duke of Portland to Lord Castlereagh, 
London, March 16, 1799. 
My dear Lord—In consequence of your Lordship's desire to 
be informed of my sentiments respecting the part it may be 
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advisable for you to take on the usual motion for voting the 
thanks of the House to the Speaker for his speech in present- 
ing the Money Bills to the Lord-Lieutenant, I must observe 
to you that, among the advantages to which Ministers are 
entitled, it appoara to me that the right of introducing and 
conducting all measures which affect the public interest may 
be reckoned one of the most material, and ought never to be 
suffered, if possible, to pass into other hands. As the proceed- 
ing therefore in question is of s public nature, and has been 
always, a6 I understand, brought forward by the Chief Secre- 
tary, I cannot hositate in advising your Lordship to keep it in 
its ancient course, and, if the terms in which the Speaker de- 
livers himself do not exceed the bounds of decorum in such a 
manner as to call upon the House rather to pasa a censure 
upon him than to make him a compliment, I should hope that 
you would be yourself the mover of the vote of thanke, I 
neither recommend nor should I have pleasure in seeing ad- 
vanooa made by the Chief Secretary to Mr. Foster; but an 
acknowledgment, in conformity to an accustomed , practice, 
made on the part of the Secretary to the Speaker, for his 
having performed an official act of duty with propriety, is oer- 
tainly no degradation of the private or public character of the 
former; whereas, I am not sure that transfer of the usage, 
even into the hands of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, might 
not be construed to be an act of soreness, which would be treated 
as an avowsl of the Speaker's superiority—a consolation which 
I should be sorry, and which I cannot believe will be afforded 
him as long as I am at liberty to indulge the ides of the tri- 
umph yon gave all the real friends of Government by your very 
jodicious snd liberal determinstion of supposing you could not 
but have been invited to the Ways and Means dinner. 

‘With reepect to Government, no difference ean be made in 
the common estimation of the public whether the thanks to the 
Chair sre moved by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the 
Chief Secretary, or any other of the confidential advisers of 
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the Lord-Lientenant, and, after having adverted to the circum- 
stance which I have mentioned ini the preceding paragraph, 1 
should be ashamed of touching again upon the personal ground, 
cannot, however, but wish you to look at the subject in an- 
other point of view, and to consider the embarrassments to 
which you may be exposed if the Oppomtion, or even any of 
the young independent members, should take possession of the 
motion ; for, slthough I am inclined to believe that the visible 
alteration in the temper and feelings of the Honse, the broken 
and distracted state of the Opposition, the Speaker's being 
convinoed of the decline of his party and influence both within 
and without doora, and the proofs daily given him that the 
‘Union neither is in reality nor can be made an unpopular mea- 
sure, may restrain him from expressing himeelf upon this ooca- 
sion in a manner which ought to deprive him of the usual 
mark of civility. It is not improbable that persons of the de- 
scription I have mentioned may be eager to pay him thia oom- 
pliment, and may have unwarily accepted suggestions, which 
may commit the House, though not into a direct engagement 
against a Union, into such an approbation of his conduct as 
may imply a disapprobation of that of Government, and retard 
the composure of those differences which have impeded the re- 
establishment of that confidence to which Government is 
entitled: I therefore cannot but submit to your Lordship that 
the best and perhaps the only moans of guarding against this 
species of mischief, and securing the House from giving way 
to an extravagant sttain of compliment, and being deluded by 
the appearance of civility to the Speaker to imply a disappro- 
bation or dissatisfaction at the conduct of Government, will be 
to take the measure into your own hands, and to let him and 
the public seo distinctly and precisely the reasons for which 
the thanks of the House are to be given to him. 
Notwithstanding, however, what I have assumed upon the 
authority of what I conceive to be the existing circumstancea 
of the country, both as they affect the Speaker and the public, 
VOL, U. P 
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I am very far from thinking it impossible thst he may imagine 
‘his case to be so desperate as to hazard on the occasion of pre- 
senting the Bills the avowal of opinions and sentiments which 
may oblige your Lordship to make a motion of a very different 
natare from that which I have been discussing, and to call for 
the animadversion and censure of the House; and, although I 
am assured, by the repeated proofs I have of your temper and 
forbearance, that, if such a proposal shall be made by you, the 
honour and character of Government have rendered it indispon- 
sable. I mast not omit to recommend it to you not only to resist 
the motion of thanks, but to anticipate it if necessary, by taking 
posseauion of the House the moment the Speaker resumea the 
chair, and calling upon them to assert and vindicate their own 
honour and their own privileges, by protesting against the 
breach of them of which the Speaker was guilty at the Bar of 
the House of Lords, in presuming to give his own as the sen- 
timents of the House, and usurping powers inconsistent with 
his situation and with the trust reposed in him, Bat I do not 
mean to suggest the mode which it will be best for your Lord- 
ship to adopt under the last supposed circumstances, the exis- 
tence of which no man can deprecate more sincerely and 
earnestly than I do, and in which, if you shall happen unfor- 
tunately to be involved, your own abilities and judgment are 
fully capable to extricate you from them. But, aa the case 
may happen, I thought it my duty to advert to it, and not to 
leave @ doubt on your mind of the propriety of meeting it and 
repelling it with all the fortitude and energy of Government. 
1 am, with great truth and regard, &., 
PoRTLAND. 


Mr, Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 


‘Whitehall, March 16, 1799. 
My Lord—I am directed by the Duke of Portland to trans- 
mit to your Lordship herewith an extract of a letter reosived 
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from the Continent, from a person employed to collect infor- 
mation from Holland, and I am to desire that yon will lay the 
eame before the Lord-Lieutenant, for his Excellency's infor- 
mation. T have the honour to be, &c., 


Wiuism WICKHAM. 
Extract. 


By 6 person lately from Amsterdam I am informed that 
the Dutch fleet have received orders to be in readiness for im- 
mediate sailing. Four thousand land troops are to be em- 
barked on board this fleet. It is conjectured that a conscription 
militaire for the levying an army of 90,000 Bataves will soon 
take place; some young men have already left Holland on 
that account, and it is thought great disturbances will arise in 
consequence thereof, 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 

‘Whitehall, March 16, 2799. 
My Lord—I am directed by the Duke of Portland to trans- 
mit to your Lordahip, for the information of the Lord-Lieute- 
nant, & copy of a letter from Lieutenant Harrison, commanding 
the Spider cutter, stating the intelligence he had received of 
the sailing of a force from Bourdeaux ; also a copy of one from 

‘Mr, Nepean to Admiral Kingsmill in consequence thereof. 
T have the honour to be, &c., 
WILiiam WickHAM. 


Spider, off Falmouth, Merch 10, 17996 raat. 

Sir—At noon this day I boarded a Prussian vessel eight 

days from Bourdesnx, from whom I obtained the following in- 

telligence, which I conceived of moment to communicate to 

their Lordships. Have stood in with the schooner for Fal- 
mouth, being the nearest port to forward this letter. 

Intelligence. 

On the 27th of Fobrusry, five frigates, four transports, and 

three store-shipe, with troops (the number unknown), sailed 
PQ 
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from Bourdeaux, and, on the following day, eighteen eail more, 
consisting of privateers, armed vessels, and small craft, with 
‘troops also sailed, the report said for Brest. 

‘The man from whom I had this information is an American, 
had been taken by the French about six months past, and had 
got off in the above Prussian vessel. He appeared to be an 
intelligent man, and was master of the American ship when 
seized by the French. He farther adds they wore building 
several privateers at Bourdeanx from 16 to 24 guns. 

Tam, &., Bicuarp Harrison, 


Bren Nepean, Tay. Admiralty Office, March 18, 1789. 

Sir—I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the 
Aduiralty to transmit to you the copy of a letter which I have 
this day received from Lieutenant Harrison, of the Spider 
cutter. Though their Lordships have no reason to suppose, 
from any intelligence which had before reached them, that the 
enemy had any foree to the extent mentioned in the letter at 
Boardeanx, or any information that could lead them to suppose 
that any expedition of that description was likely to sail from 
thence for Ireland, they have nevertheless thought it right to 
reinforce the aquadron under your command by the ships 
Buesell, Phoobe, and Proselyte, to be employed by you as occa- 
sion may be found to require. The three ships are now at 
Plymouth ready to sail, and may be expected to join you very 
shortly after the receipt of this. 

Tam, &., Evan Nepean. 
Admiral Kingsmill. 


Hr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
Whitehall, March 16, 1799, 6 P.M. 
My dear Lord—Secret information ia this instant reosived 
that gives strong reason to believe that a military forcs is about 
to embark on board the fleet in the Texel, Probabilities are 
that its destination is for Ireland, but I have seen nothing yet 
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to give me that certainty that was acquired of the destination 
of the last expeditions from the cosst of France to that 
country. 
Believe me, with the sincerest regard, &0., 
Wriuram WickaaM. 


The Duke of Portland to Lord Cornwallis. 
Whitehall, March 18,1799, 

My Lord—The comnrunication made to your Excellency of 
the sentiments of the King's confidential servants, respecting 
Regency Bill, at the timo I was firet informed of them, giving 
reason to believe that it waa in the contemplation of the gen- 
tlemen in Opposition to bring forward such 8 measure, and the 
observations then enbmitted to you as to the terms and con- 
ditions on which its introduction might be consented to, in- 
clined me to imagine that it would not be necessary for me to 
reeur to that subject, and I was the more confirmed in that 
opinion by your Excellency’s despatch of the 23d of February, 
by which you informed me of the very able and judicious 
manner in which Lord Csatlereagh had proposed to treat the 
aubject, and the advantages which he expected to derive from 
the discussion of it in favour of the Union. But, as I find 
that my conclusion was not well founded, and that the Bill is 
now suspended for the purpose of allowing time for further 
consideration, and for your receiving auy observations or sug- 
gestions which may have occurred to his Mejesty’s Govern- 
ment here, I hasten to acquaint you that the opinion we 
originally ontertained of the measure remains exactly the 
asme; that, though it was generally considered to be unneces- 
sary and a consequence which might be well insisted on to be 
necessarily dependent on the Annexation, that as it did not 
appear that any injury to the Constitution or connexion of 
the kingdoms was to be approhended from it, should it be 
adopted, with the restriction I bad the honour of stating to 
you, it was judged advisable in tho pressure of the moment, and 
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assailed a8 you then were by every description of parliamentary 
schemers, to wave the objection which its futility and useless- 
ness suggested, and to make this concession with the view of 
the possibility of its enabling you the better to resist attempta 
of » more insidious and dangerous tendency. 

Tho objection which is suggested by Lord Castlereagh, and 
in which there is certainly great weight, namely, it is a mea- 
sure which ought not to have found its way into the House 
but by a message from the Crown, did not, I confess, occur to 
any of us at the time of our deliberation upon the intended 
Bill, and it haa now been so long before the House that I 
incline to think the point of form would not now be brought 
forward with any kind of grace were the expectations of the 
advantages that are to arise from the discussion of the measure 
to be wholly abandoned ; but, even supposing the objection 
should be started by some independent member, who is 
friend to order, I should recommend that it should be resisted 
on the ground of the distinction which exists betwoen an Act 
for the appointment of » particular person to be Regent, or 
which gives a power of such appointment to the Crown, and 
one which purports only to be explanatory of the Act of the 
834 of Henry VIII. 

I should hope now that I had so fally explained the views 
of Government respecting this question, that no farther doubt 
could remain with your Excellency concerning that subject, 
for the fall investigation of which Lord Csetloreagh has created 
an interest which I never expected to feel, from the indiffer- 
ence with which I first looked to ite final termination. 
Desirous, however, ss I may be that he should have the 
opportunity he hse eo much reason in thinking this measure 
would afford him of establishing the necessity of a Union, I 
would submit to your Excellency whether it may be worth 
while to delay the conclusion of the Session for that purpose, 
and the mors 20 as I am much disposed to believe that the 
means of conviction are most substantially employed, and the 


1799.) VISCOUNT CASTLEREAGH. 215 


work of conciliation more easily and securely effected in the 
recess of Parliament than in the bustle of s Session. 

I cannot close this letter without congratulating your Excel- 
Jenoy upon the acquisition you have made of Mr. Oorry’s 
talenta and activity, by placing him in a situation where both 
can be so advantageously employed, and where, I hear, they 
have been 0 eminently displayed throughout the course of 
the Session. Tam, &., 

PoRTLAND. 

Ihave the honour to sequaint you that the Bill for the 
anppreasion of the Rebellion and the other Bills were brought 
here this morning by Hyde, the messenger, and that I 
hope nothing will prevent his returning with them on Wed- 
neaday, which is the first day his Majesty will bo in town 
again. P. 

« Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
‘Whiteball, March 16, 1799. 

My desr Lord—The bearer, Captain Schouler, being charged 
on the part of his Prussian Majesty to inspect such of the 
Trish rebels, now in custody, as may be found fit for rervice 
and willing to engage in the service of his Prussian Majesty ; 
the Duke of Portland has granted him permission to proceod 
to Ireland for that purpose, and I am dosired by his Grace to 
recommend him to your Lordship’s protection and good offices. 

Beliove me ever, &., &., 
f Wuiiam Wicknax. 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 

Whitehall, March 20, 1799. 
My dear Lord—The Report of the Secret Committee was 
made on Friday, by Mr. Secretary Dundas, and the Report 
ordered to be printed. I am sorry that it will not bein my 
power to transmit your Lordship a copy of it before it comes 
from the press. 1 had hoped to have been able to procure a 
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printed copy of the Report itself without the Appendix, bat it 
contains a history of the Societies that had been formed in the 
metropolia and the rest of the kingdom since the French revo- 
lution, connecting the whole together, and showing that, under 
different names, shapes, and pretences, they have all pursued 
but one and the same object, namely, the destruction of the 
existing Government, and the establishment of a Democratical 
Republic, after the manner and under the protection of Franco. 
The Report then goes on to explain the present state of things, 
ins manner that must draw the attention of the public as 
well to a sense of the genoral danger as to the means of pre- 
venting it. 

‘What legislative measures will be adopted in consequence of 
this Report, I cannot say, as I believe that the Cabinet has not 
yet come to any resolution on those which have been submitted 
to their consideration. The Committee, before they reported 
to the House, had but too good reason to be satisfied of the 
evidence on which a material part of their Report was founded. 
Some doubts having arisen whether the Society of United 
Irishmen in this metropolis was regulsrly organized and 
formed into divisions, » warrant was granted by the Duke of 
Portland last Sunday week, and one of the houses searched, at 
which a division was said regularly to meet. 

Fifteen persons wore found sitting round a little table, with 
a letter from Doyle, of whom your Lordship haa often heard, 
open before them, addressed to No. 2; a list of the secretaries 
to some of the other divisions was also taken, s copy of which 
your Lordship will receive after the examination of these 
people, which will take place to-morrow. 

The Attorney Gonoral’s Bill will be returned to-day: I hope 
and trast it will now answor every purpose. I hope to write 
your Lordship more fully on the subject to-morrow. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 
Wiuiaw Wiorsau. 
I have just obtained the Report of the Committees of Secrecy. 
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Mr. Wickham to Lord Casllersagh. 
‘Whitehall, March 20, 1799, 

My Lord—I send your Lordship enclosed, by the direction 
of the Duke of Portland, extract of letter from the Prince 
de Bouillon, to Mr. Seorstary Dundas, containing secret in- 
formation respecting the preparations carrying on in the 
port of Brest, and I am to request your Lordship will bo 
Pleased to lay the same before the Lord-Lioutenant for his 
Excellency’s information. 

T have the honour to be, &., 
Witttam Wioknan. 
Substance of information received the 11th March, 1799, of the 
movements at Brest, from the 25th February, to the 4th 

March, inclusive. 

Jersey, March 12, 1799. 

Brest, February 25, 1799.—The corvettes 'Etounant and 
Ja Mignonne sailed this morning to go and mest a convoy 
expected with wines from the Garonne ; one was signalized in 
aight at the time they sailed. 

Febrnary 26.—'The four frigates under orders make demon- 
atrations daily of a disposition to proceed to sea the first 
favourable opportunity ; the four line of battle ships, which, 
together with the sbove, formed the division rondy for sea, 
under the orders of Citoyen Redon, are kept ready, but not 
expected to proceed with tho frigates, upon whom the money 
lately arrived and some Irish officers are embarked. Waggons 
are arriving in large convoys every day from different quarters, 
loaded with cordage and requisition naval stores; 1,800 wag- 
gons are announced st the bureaux with such stores to complete 
the armament of the aquadron equipped for Admiral Bruix to 
command, whieh is pressed to be ready early in Germinal. 

March 4.—Tirannicide, of 74 guns, and the frigate La 
Cosarde, are resdy to go into the road. The Convention, the 
Matine, and the Entreprenant, all three of the line of battle, 
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are got into the bason to be cut down ras, as ia also the Ber- 
wick to be, a8 coon ss there is room for her. Citoyen Morand 
de Galles has received his commission of Commandant d° Armes 
of the Porta of the Levant, and ordered to proceed to Naples, 
where Citoyen Renaudin is already gone to inspect and order 
preparations for an armament. Citoyen Consant succeeds as 
Commandant d’Armes (Admiral of the Port), Morand de 
Galles, and the Ohef de Division, Bois Sauveur, ia Commandant 


en second. 
D’AvvERGNE, Prince of Bouillon, 


Right Hon. George Rose to Lord Castlereagh. 
‘Old Palace Yard, March 21, 1799. . 
My dear Lord-—-The question yon put on the Bill enclosed 
in your letter of the 14th is an extremely difficult one for mo 
to anawer, especially az I am not scquainted with many of the 
circumstances which are entitled to consideration on the im- 
portant subject. On the Bank here suspending their payments 
in cash, an Act was passed permitting the isaue of small notes 
on demand, which, having been continued from time to time, 
is this day renewed for some months, and, I am inclined to 
believe, will be prolonged before the end of the Session: 20s. 
notes are now allowed, whereas heretofore nothing under £5 
was suffered ; and in Scotland, where nothing under 20s. was 
permitted, they are now allowed to issue as low as 10s. It 
certainly does not, however, by any means follow that a similar 
practice should beallowed to prevailin Ireland; the authority, 
indeed, under which your Bill was introduced is so respectable 
3 one that I feel a strong disinclination to expreas even the 
slightest doubt about it, although your proceeding is directly 
opposite to ours, as you are about to restrain s right which we 
thought it expedient to extend. 
T hasard the suggestions I sm about to offer with extreme 
diffidence, I assure you; I submit them only because I think 
T should not be justified in withholding anything that may 
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have the remotest chance in being useful in assisting the de- 
Tiberations you will have on the business before it is again 
disoussed in public. Is it possible for the Irish Bank to be 
prepared to pay in cash the whole of their paper before the 
24th of June next? Without knowing the amount of the 
amall notes current, or the sum in guineas which the Bank of 
Ireland can spare in addition to those now in circulation, that 
cannot, I think, be answered. 

It is, perhape, intended that Irish bank-notes shall be sub- 
stituted for the others, which would lessen the risk of mischief, 
and the question would be only whether one National Bank 
should monopolize the whole paper circulation of the country, 
or whether it should continue to be divided among the banks 
generally. If I could venture an opinion where I have so little 
information, it would be against such | monopoly, Any 
measure that would bring into considerable danger the mercan- 
tile credit at such a time as the present should be well 
weighed. If the amount in circulation is large, and the paper 
to be called in so suddenly as the 4th [24th £] of June, many 
issuers of those notes might be distressed to got bank-notes to 
change for their own, and the apprehensions of distress wight 
hort both the individual and the general mercantile credit, 
which might likewise probably involve your national credit. 

Tt may have happened the bankers and others may have 
lately issued more notes than usual, from the necessity of 
keeping gold to answer them being lossened, from the general 
understanding that no man’s credit can be hurt by his not 
being able to pay in cath. Persons on your sido of the water 
may have also been led to make larger iasnes than they would 
otherwise have done with a view of preventing a distress and 
diseredit which the convulsion in the country might otherwise 
have produced. If that conjecture is nearer the truth than a 
supposition that the evil has arisen from an extravagant specu- 
lation st euch a time as this, a possible remedy might be to 
compel the private banks to proceed only pari passw with the 
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National Bank in offering certain cash paymente—which would 
perhaps be measure just in itaelf, and might deter the banks 
from any extravagant additional issues, as they could not 
know how soon they might have to pay cash in an increased 
proportion to their more recent issues. 

Another expedient might be to require security of Irish 
Fands, or otherwise—such a one has often been thought of 
here—or the number might be limited by licences to the pre- 
sent issuers ; or both these ideas might be adopted to secure the 
solvency and reapectability of the persons who take up the 
trade. 

I am not sure whether forgeries (of which the danger must 
be considerable) would not be more likely to be checked by the 
small circulating paper being Yamued by private banks, rather 
than being confined to the public one; as, in the former case, 
the notes much oftener return into the hands of the isauers 
than in the latter. 

Is it not worthy of consideration, too, whether, under ox- 
isting circumstances, the general circulation of notes may not 
aasiat in interesting the Irish people who hold them in the 
support of property; and is it not possible that too largo a 
substitution of guineas might lead to a system of hoarding, 
either from malevolence or timidity? It is now incontro- 
vertible that almost the whele mischief here, in 1797, arose 
from the latter, to which I alludo in my pamphlet. I think, 
too, the danger is not entirely visionary of the Bill in its 
present shape creating a distress among the lower and middling 
olass of people, by depriving them suddenly of a amall cireu- 
lating medium, and frequently compelling shopkeepers and 
others to sell on credit. The Anti-Unionists may talk of the 
dissimilarity of the Bill going through the English and the 
Irish Parliaments. 

? ‘The pamphlet, then just published, to which Mr. Rose refers in this 
and the following Letter, was entitled, “A brief Examination into the 
Therease of the Revenue, Commerce, and Manufactures of Great Britain.” 
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Another consideration has since presented itself, which ia, 
that the Irish bankers may be under an increased difficulty to 
find cash to pay immediately their small notes, from their 
having kept by them a much smaller quantity since the custom 
has prevailed of not psying in cash than they formerly used 
to keep: they used probably to trust to getting guinena from 
the Bank of Ireland when other resources failed them. 

I cannot flatter myself with a hope that anything I have 
said can be useful to you; but it is really not in my power to 
give you further assistance, without being better informed on 
tho subject than I am. Iam, &., 

GzoRcE Rose. 


Right Hon. George Rose to Lord Castlereagh. 
Old Palace Yard, March 22, 1799, 

My dear Lord—I answered your letter yesterday in the 
best way J could, in tho midst of urgent business pressing on 
me before the holidays ; since which, it has occurred to me 
that it might be useful to suggest to your Lordship further 
that the Bank of England ia permitted, not directed, to pay 
cash, after certain notices given to such part of their creditors 
as they please; and that, in pursuance of such permission, 
they have paid their Notes under £5 (that is, those of 21 and 
£2) which had been issued to certain period. The amount 
of them they have, of course, always known, and, after 9 cortain 
interval, it is probable they will pay Notes of a like kind to a 
lator period, though they have not promised to do so. Our 
Bank have hitherto prescribed to themselves no bounds to the 
number of these small Notes; but have given as many as were 
aeked for in exchange for larger ones. Thus a possessor of 
large Notes has s reasonable prospect of exchanging them in 
time for cash. This prospect, however, would be less pro- 
mising if any serious calamity should be apprehended. 

I mention these circumstances to show how I understand 
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what is mesnt to be done by your Bill, because your Lordship 
observes there is s willingness on the part of the Irish Bank 
to pay their Notes under £5, as has been done in England ; 
which, you suppose, might in itself go » great way to check 
the inordinate circulation of private paper, as the issaers would 
feel themselves under the necessity of adopting « similar ar- 
rangement ; whereas, it appears to me that such a one would 
secure only the payment of private Notes of an old date, which 
might be replaced by tho iasue of new ones ; and the private 
Banker would possibly claim a right to exercise the same dis- 
cretion aa to the number of old Notes he should discharge that 
is exercised by the National Bank ; and thus he would not 
like to adopt either exact times of payment, or the date they 
might fix for their Notes to be paid off, The public Bank has 
ita option ; it pays when it likes, and only as much as it likes : 
the private Banks would, I presume, be compelled to pay, and 
to do 80, even in the event of the present partial and occasional 
payment of the public Bank being suspended, which would 
certainly make an important difference. 

But, the most important difficulty to which I referred in 
my letter of yesterday is—how are the issuers of small Notes 
to possesa themselves of the necosaary cash? In ordinary 
times, the private Bankers had, I take it for granted, a certain 
sum, in cash, lying in their houses, which was calculated to be 
sufficient for the ordinary demands upon them ; but, from the 
eustom of not paying in cash, they may not be provided now. 
On the other hand, I am sure there are very great incon- 
veniences to be apprehended from the unrestrained issue of 
mall Notes by individuals. Your Lordship, and those with 
whomt you advise on the spot, can best judge whether the sug- 
gestions I offered yesterday as expedienta to check the practice, 
or any other better or more effecttal ones, can be adopted. 

Taend you « second edition of my pamphlet, for the sake of 
the statemente in p. 38, which show, for the first time, the 
‘true state of our trade, which we could never give till we were 
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enabled to do so by the operation of the Convoy Tax. The 
statements are from acoounta before the Houss of Lords which 
have been sent to you. Iam, &., 
: Gzoroe Ros. 

Knowing that our Chancellor entertained an opinion on the 
subject of the issue of small Notes being permitted, I sent him 
both my letters to you, and I enclose you his letter on the 
subject. 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
‘Whitehall, March 23, 1799. 

My Lord—I have the honour to send your Lordship, en- 
closed, by direction of the Duke of Portland, six Extracts of 
letters from Sir James Oranfard, his Majesty's Minister at 
Hamburg, to Lord Grenville, received by the last Mails, oon- 
taining aecret information respecting United Irishmen now in 
that town, together with a copy of a Memorial of Dennis 
O'Neill to the French Government ; and I am to request your 
Lordship will be pleased to lay the same before the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant, for his Excellency’s information. 

With the greatest trath and regard, I am, &e., 
Witiiam WicknaM. 
EXTRACTS. 
‘Hamburg, January 24, 1799. 

Hastings, who eacaped from the custody of Basilica, the mes- 
eenger, has beon for some time at Altona. I have not taken 
auy measures to have him arrested, conceiving that, if it had 
deen an object of any importance to his Majesty's Government, 
T should have received instructions to that effect. 

I have learnt, since writing the above, that one of the 
United Irishmen, who lately went from hence to Paris by the 
way of Holland, has written to ono of his friends here that 
something will sti be done, snd that the fleet in the Texel is 
preparing to put to sea. He adda, “ I dare say no more for 
fear my letter should miscarry.” He then mentions that some 
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of the Irishmen st Paris are ordered to Rochelle, from whence 
they have it in contemplation to send another expedition to 
Ireland. 

T have also been informed of a circumstance which seema to 
confirm this supposition. It ia, thatthe French Government 
have, of late, intercepted all correspondence between the United 
Irishmen here and their committee st Paris, which measure 
has been uniformly adopted upon the eve of the departure of 
the several expeditions which they have sent against Ireland. 

Jannary 25, 1799, 

There are two persons, by name H- and B—., United 
Irishmen, I understand, lately arrived here. They are going 
to France, under the names of D-——— and F_—,, or F-—, 
There ia also one J-— here, an Irishman, of the aame descrip- 
tion, but of whom I know nothing more. This, therefore, parti- 
onlarly considering how common a name he bears, is very vague. 


February 5, 1799. 

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a few 
hints which I have received respecting the following United 
Irishmen. 

One M’O—,, of Belfast, said to have been very active in 
organising the Rebellion in Wexford, is at the country-seat of 
his uncle or brother, an eminent watchmaker and jeweller, in 
King Street, Ohespside, London. 

One P——., of Dublin, is, with one St. J——, of the Post 
Office, at a friend's, No. 151, Drury Lane. St. J has 
taken the name of J. a 

One C——, who is here, has hada letter from one O°-M——,, 
of the County of Meath, desiring to know where the arms are 
concealed; that “many Counties bad already risen,” &. 
O’M-——- was 6 captain under C—, in the late insurrection. 
He says, in his letter, that O’Connor and his companions are 
in aa high repute as ever with the poople. 

This intelligence is in itself of no other importance than, as 
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it shows, that something might be learnt from 0°M——'s oor- 
reapondenoe, were it intercepted. 

One D——,, arrested at Oliver ‘Bond's, but now st largo, ia 
a member of the new Executive Oommittee lately chosen in 
Dublin. 

One O‘H——,, of Antrim, now a merchant in Dublin, is 9 
great patron of United Irishmen. 

At the foot of the vault in St. Bride’s churchyard, Dublin, 
are some hundred pikes and bayonets, in a fir box, at about 
five feet deep. These are the arma wrote for by O'M- to 
C-—.. It will be of conseqnence to have these arms taken 
away with as little éelat as possible; as, I believe, no one 
knows of this depét besides the parties concerned and tho 
person from whom I have received this information, who, of 
course, is afraid of being committed. 

I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of a 
Memorial sent by one Dennis O'Neill, a United Irishman, to 
the French Government, in which he says that he left Ireland 
the second of December, at which time the people had become 
more united than ever.” 

One Longmarre, a Frenchman, who act out to-day for 
England, but without a passport from me, has been pointed 
out to we es a suspicious person, whether justly or not I have 
yet no means of knowing. An active correspondence is kept 
up, I underatand, between the coast of Holland, particularly 
the port of Flushing, and the cast coast of England, by 
means of smuggling vessels. 








February 12, 1799, 
MO—, St. I, and P——, whom I mentioned to your 

Lordship ss frequenting No. 151, Drury Lane, aro, I am in- 

formed, on the point of setting out from London for this place. 


1 Mr. Wickham here makes a long quotation from O'Neill's Memorial, 
which, as the Memorial ia hereafter grven entire, it would be superfluous 
to introduce. 

VOL, 11, @ 
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One D——, alias Q—, who murdered Pentland, the 
Revenue officer, at Drogheda, a man much esteemed by Mr. 
Beresford, I understand, is ow here. 

Ono O°R—, an Irishman, lately arrived hore from Copen- 
hagen, ia just setting out for Paris. 


February 26, 1799, 

Certain sccounts have been received from France that the 
Directory have sent orders to Brest for the equipment of 
twenty-four ships of war. The number of ships of the line 
is not specified, 

I am informed that one Smith, who acted as a general officer 
in the rebel army at Ballynahinch, and for whow s reward waa 
offered by his Majesty's Government, is now st Liverpool, 
where, I am told, he is concealed by H——- and Q-—, Irish 
woollen-drapors, sottled in Pool Lane, Liverpool, to whom, [ 
understand, that Irish Rebele usually address themselves for 
assistance on their arrival in that town. G—— and B—, 
two Irishmen, I have also frequently mentioned, and who go 
by the name of Gordon, are said to be on the point of return- 
ing to Ireland. 


March 12, 1799. 

O'R——.,, whom I mentioned in a former despatch, is lately 
gone to Paris, 

There is here one S——, an Irishman, a friend of Duckett. 
He will shortly set out for Ireland, or, perhaps, ia already 
gone, from whence he is to correspond with Duckett. He is 
about thirty years of age, five foot cight inches high, very thin, 
delicate complexion, and wears at present a red curled wig. 

Since writing the above, 1 am informed that O’R—— is now 
at Amsterdam, with a cousin of O’Connor, and a relation of 
General Kilmaine. O°R——, I am told, writes word, that 
they hope to set out soon with the expedition which ie pre- 
pating at the Texel for Ireland. 

One M’Carthy, captain of an American trading vessel now 
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here, ix, I understand, to set out to-day for London. He 
leaves his ship here. He has been represented to mo as an 
sequaintance of some of the Rebel Trish now here. 


Eetrait Pune Letire de Bréme. 
Fevrier 12. 

On est tree oceupé & mettre la flotte en état do méme qu’a 
rassembler les troupes destinées & &tre embarquées. Elles con- 
sistent en sept bataillons d’ infantérie, qui devaient dtre com- 
plettés par les deux autres bataillons do leur demi-brigade, et 
deux bataillons de chasseurs. Je ne suis pas encore informé de 
Ja foroe des corps d’artillérie et de cavalerie, qui doivent sussi 
dtre embarqués. Quelques ingénieurs seront aussi du voyage. 
Daendels sure le commandement de ces troupes, fort contre 
son gré, mais le général Francois, qui est laesé de Jui, insiste 
Ti-desmuz, Le tems nous apprendra si l'on osera risquer de 
faire sortir la flotte attendu que le mécontentement qui y régne 
de méme que partout ailleurs néat point un secret. ~ 

Vous surez vi dans les gazettes le plan d’ organisstion des 
bourgeoisies. Lee Francois veulent que ce plan soit mia en 
exécution sur-le-champ, parcequ’ila ont exigé qu'on rendit 
mobile un corps de quelques milliers d’hommes, ou bien qu'on 
leur payat cinquante millions. On a consenti’ la premibre de 
cos réquisitions & cause de T'impossibilité de satisfaire & la 
seconde. La désertion parmi les troupes est incroyable. On 
eat adja obligé d’employer des bourgeois, pour s’y opposer at A 
camper. Une compaguie entidre de grenadiers ost aux arréts, 
ne voulant absolument pas se laisser embarquer. Ij en est de 
mémoe dea dragons, qui sont de Is plus manvaise volonté, ot 
qn’on garde & yue. 


Extrait Pune Letire de Bréme. 
Fevrier 23. 
‘D'spras toutes les informations qu’on regoit de V'intérieur, 
fl ne pout plus rester de doute que ordre ne soit donné de 
Q2 
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faire sortir la flotte au premier bon vent, et, va Je nombre 
dea tronpes qu'elle a abord, le projet est d’entroprendre quelque 
descente sur la céte d'Irlande. JI parcit également que l'état 
dans lequel se trouve Ia ligne de défonse de I’ Yesel a commencé 
& donner des inquidtudes aux meneurs, puisque l'on vient de 
nommer une commission pour inspester cette frontibre et rogler 
ce qui pourroit manquer, ou étre amélioré pour sa défense: le 
tout & ly suite des remontrances sérieuses du Général Brone 
sur l'état négligé od se trouve la défense du pays. It s insisté 
également qu’on consentit & ce que les troupes francoises 
aujourd’bui en Hollande fussent sugmentées de 25,000 
hommes, sur le méme pied que celles qui s’y trouvent. 


‘TRANSLATION. 


Batract of « Letter from Bremen. 
Febroary 12. 

They are very busily engaged in getting the fleet ready, and likewize 
in collecting the troops destined to be embarked. ‘They consist of seven 
‘battalions of infantry, which are to be completed by the two other bat- 
talions of their demi-brigede, and two bettalions of chasseurs. I am not 
yet informed of the strength of the corps of artillery and cavalry which 
ture likewise to be embarked. Some engineers will sccompany them. 
Daendels will have the command of these troops, very much against his 
inclination; but, the French general, who is tired of him, insists on that 
point. ‘Time will show whether the Government will dare venture to 
send off the fleet, while the discontent which prevails in it and every- 
where alse is no secret. 

‘You will have seen in the newspapers the plan of the organization of 
the burghers. The French insist that this plan be put into execu- 
cution immediately, because they have required that a corps of several 
thousand men shall be rendered mobile, or that fifty millions be paid 
them, The first of these requisitions has been amented to, on secount 
of the impossibility of complying with the second. The desertion 
‘smong the troops is incredible. It has already been found necessary to 
employ the burghers to oppose it, and to encamp. A whole company of 
grenadiers is under arrest, having absolntely refused to embark. The 
pane is the case with the dragoons, who are in the woret disposition, and 
are closely watched. 
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Estract of a Letter from Bremen. 
February 23. 

According to all the information that we receive from the interior, 
there cannot be any doubt that orders have been given for the sailing 
of the fleet with the first fair wind; and, from the number of troops 
which it has on board, the design must be to effect some landing on the 
coast of Ireland. It appears, likewise, that the state of defence in which 
the line of the Yevel now is excites some uneasiness in the leaders, be~ 
cause 8 comtnission has just been sppointed to inspect that frontier, and 
to settle what is wanting and what improvements may be made for its 
defevce: the whole in comsequence of the serious remonstrances of 
General Brune on the present neglected state of the defence of the 
country. He has, likewise, insisted that the Government should consent 
to increase the French troops in Holland by 26,000 men, on the same 
footing as thove which are now there. 


Seoret Information respecting Oaptain Bosch. 

According to accounts, Captain Bosch is to have the com- 
mand of the fleet, which is now in great forwardness at the 
Texel, and the destination of which is generally supposed to 
be Ireland. That officer served in the navy under the former 
Government. He is said to be a prisoner of war on his parole 
(a fact which may be easily ascertained); and, having obtained 
leave some months ago to leave this country and to proceed to 
tho Continent, he promised to return immodiately on boing 
recalled. According to authentic information, he has expressed 
himself (during his last stay in London) on the subject of 
Treland in very improper and suspicious manner, repentedly 
declaring that, notwithstanding all the measures which Govern 
ment was taking, that country would soon and infallibly be 
revolutionized. It is worthy of remark, that the aforesaid 
Captain Bosch ia married to the daughter of a person of the 
same of Jameson, who lives at Cork, where he was commissary 
or agent of the Dutch trade and navy under the former Govern- 
ment, and where it is not impossible that the same person may 
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now fill, under the authority of the Batavian Government, 
similar functions to those with which the house of Evers and 
Vandyke, in London, is entrusted by that Government. Cap: 
tain Bosch is supposed to have been in Ireland from the time 
he was taken or detained in 1795, till the time he went to 
Holland. 


Momorial of Dennis O'Neill, of Enniscorthy, Colonel of the 
Insurgents during the late attempt for the recovery of liberty 
in Ireland, transmitted to the French Government through 
their minister at Paris, 

‘Hamburg, January 30, 1799. 

Memorialist, having been a long time member of the Society 
of United Irish, joined the Insurgents on their first taking 
‘up arms at Enniscorthy, where he had been appointed Colonel, 
was at the battles of New Ross, Newtownberry, Arklow, 
Corrughroo, and Vinegar Hill. Thence he sooompanied Father 
Murphy? through the County of Kilkenny in various akir- 

1 This was Father John Murphy, one of the most sanguinary of the 
Jeadere of tho rebellion in the County of Wexford. He was the son of 
& petty farmer at Tincurry, in the parish of Ferns; and, after receiving 
instruction st « bedge-school, seems to have pursued his studies at Seville, 
‘im Spain, where he received holy orders in 1785. He furnished a striking 
instance of the frait to be derived from education for the priesthood in 
Jesuits! colleges. 

‘He was one of a number of priests in the County of Wexford, who, in 
the month of April, 1798, signed for themselves and their parishes the 
following sddrem to the Lord-Licutenant, Earl Camden:—"We, the 
‘Boman Catholic inhabitants of ——, in the barony of ——, and County 
of Wexford, do think it our duty to come forward at this crisis of 
internal distarbance, thus publicly to declare our unalterable attachment 
to his Majesty King George the Third; and we do hereby declare, and 
in the most solemn manner pledge ourselves to support with our lives, 
fortunes, and inffnence, his Majesty's happy Government established 
emonget vs, determined ea we are to exert ourselves for the suppremion 
of rebellion and sedition, And we do likewise solemnly pledge ourselves, 
should any person attempt to disseminate amongst na seditious or levelling 
principles, all of which we hold in the utmost abhorrence, that we will 
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mishee, and in the three severe actions of New Bridge,-Castle 
Oorner, and on the borders of Wexford and Kilkenny, and 
afterwards at. those of Carnew and Hackotstown; became 
soquainted with Holt in Wicklow, and engaged in the battlea 


‘280 our utmost endeavours in bringing such miscreants to condign punish- 
ment. And we do further assure all our Protestant brethren of our sin- 
cere affection for them, and our absolute determination to co-operate with 
them in every means in our power for the support of this happy consti 
‘tution, the suppression of rebellion, the welfare of his Majesty's Gavern- 
meat, and in love and loyalty to his secred person.” ‘This address was 
signed by John Murphy, carate, for himself and 757 of the inhabitants 
of Kilcormick, at the chapel of Boulavogue, on Munday, April 9th, and, 
accarding to his own journal, which he dropped in his retreat from 
‘Vinegar Hill, and which was picked up by Captain Hugh Moore of the 
5th Dragoons on the 26th of the following month, he commenced the 
insurrection with fire, blood, and devastation. 
‘The journal just mentioned is s very curious document :— 


“Saturday Night, May 26, at 6 a.m. 1798. 

“Began the Republick of Ireland in Boolavogue, in the County of 
‘Wexford, barony of Gorey, and parish of Kiloormick, commanded by 
the Bev, Doctor Murphy, parigh priest of the sald pariah, in the afore- 
said parish, when all the Protestants of that parish were dimrmed, and 
amongst the aforesaid a bigot named Thomss Bookey, who lost his life by 
his rashness, 

«98. From thence came to Oulart, a country village adjoining, when 
the Republic attacked a minister’s house for arms, and was denied of; Inid 
elege immediately to it, end killed him and all his forces. The same day 
burned his house, and all the Orangemen’s houses in thet and all the 
adjoining parishes in that part of the country. 

“The mme day,» part of the army, to the amount of 104 of infantry 
and two troops of cavalry, stacked the Republick on Oulart Hill, when 
the military were repulsed with the lows of 112 men, and the Republick 
four killed, and then went to a hill called Corrigrus, where the Republick 
encamped that night, and from thence went to a town called Camolin, 
which wes taken without resistance, and the same day took ancther town 
and sate of = bishop.* At three in the afternoon, the mme day, they 
Ini cioge to Enniscorthy, where they were opposed by an army of 700 
men; then they were forced to set both ends of the town on fire, 


* Meaning Ferns. 
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of the Seven Churches, Devil's Glynn, and Glynn of Downs: 
from that he penetrated into Kildare, the Bog of Allen, and 
Counties of Dublin and Meath, with a body of the Insurgents, 
for the purpose of raising the people in those parte. Having 


and then they took the town in the space of one hour, and then en- 
camped cn « hill near the town, called Vinegar Hill, where they remained. 
that night. 

“Bara Bowosa.”* 

“Orangemen are men that formed alliance to kill and destroy all the 
Catholicks in the kingdom. 

“Garsr Lacsy.” 

“98th, At thred in the afternoon, which was Whitstn-Monday, they 
marched towards Wexford, and encamped on « hill that night called the 
Mountain.” 

The details of the atrocities committed by this man and his followers, 
ts fully substantiated by legal evidence given in the Appendix to Sir 
Richard Musgrave's History, are many of them terribly affecting. Samuel 
Whealey, farmer, of Drangy, in the parish of Kilcormuck, related npon 
oath, at hia examination in Dublin in the following September, that early 
on the morning of Whitsunday, John Murphy, after burning many 
Protestant housea in the neighbourhood, attacked that of the Rev, Mr. 
Burrowes, a Protestant clergyman, and that, soon after, he saw the house 
on fire; that Murphy proceeded in his destructive progress, burning the 
houses of Protestants, until he arrived st the hill of Oulart, where he 
‘encamped with a numerous body of rebels, and where he was joined by 
‘one Edward Roche, of Garrylough, attended also by s considerable body 
of rebels, Having been informed thet they meant to burn his house in 
the night of Whitsunday, Whealey ordered his family to take out the 
fumitare, which they did; and the same night, aa soon as it grew dark, 
‘the rebels, headed by Murphy and Hoche, went to his house and burned 
it. While it was burning, he lay in ditch so close to the house, that 
he could ecarvely endure the heat. ‘The rebel carried off or destroyed 
the whole of his furniture except one bed-tick. Next day, a great body 
of them went in quest of examinsnt, in order to put him to death, but 
that he lay concealed in ditches, at Dranay. Two or three days after the 
burning of his house, his two daughters dug hole in the bawn of the 
house, and, having laid some oak planks upon it, and covered them with 


* ‘Thos far is supposed to have been written by one Bulger, who ao- 
companied Father Murphy as aide-de-camp. 
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arrived near the River Boyne, and finding their number 
amount to upwards of 40,000 men, they resolved on attacking 
Dublin, Some disagreement taking place among the leaders, 
tho scheme was given up, when they were surprised by the 


straw, and afterwards with the ashes af the burned building, he lay con- 
cealed in thst hole for about one month, being supplied during that time 
with food by hie wife and daughters, but in the night only, lest he should 
‘be discovered. During his concealment, the rebels came often, and 
‘examined the rains of the house and the neighbouring fields and ditches 
in search of him, declaring, at the same time, that they would put him to 
death, and often saying, during their search, that he was a bloody Orange- 
man, though be never ssw an Orangemsn, nor knew what they meant by 
that appellation, except that he has been universally informed that they 
meant Protestant by the word Orangeman. We added that, one day, 
when they went to the ruins of his house, they knocked down hie son, 
only nine years of age, with the but-end of s firelock, because he refused. 
to tell them where bis father was concealed, and at three different times, 
they placed the boy on his knees, declaring that they would shoot him, 
unless he revealed the place, bat he persisted to the last in declaring his 
ignorance of it, During his confinement st Dranay, @ great number of 
Protestants were shot or killed with pikes in the environs of his house, 
while flying from the merciless rage of the rebels. When the King’s 
troope were victorious at Vinegar Hill, his daughters called to his assist- 
ance three of the Ancient Britons, who conveyed him to Oulart, on 
horseback, for he was unsble to walk, having had » bad fever from his 
confinement, and he was afterwards conveyed by bis two sons to Gorey, 
where Mr. Peppard gave him » small house, es his own at Dranay and 
all his property were destroyed. 

‘The Rey. Mr. Burrowes, mentioned im the preceding examinstion, 
having arms and ammunition for eight or nine pervons, resolved, with his 
household, to defend the place to the last extremity. The rebels, three 
or four hundred in number, meeting with a warm reception, set fire to a 
Tong range of outhouses adjoining to the dwelling-house, and commani- 
cated the flames to the Inter. After s stout defence of half an hour, 
Murphy the priset promised protection to Mr. Burrowes if he would 
agree to surrender hia arms. Leaving the house, where it was imposutble 
to remain any longer on eccount of the fire, Mr. Burrowes went forth, 
delivered the arms, and was immedistely barbsrously attacked and mur 
dered, while his son was extended, by stab of s pike, apparently dead 
by the side of his father. ‘The houve, with furniture and everything of 
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Royaliste, and totally defeated. A Proclamation, offering par- 
don to all the privates being at this time issued, the insurgenta 
Teturned to their respective counties to take the benefit of the 
amnesty, or formed into small parties of banditti. Memo- 
risliat, being an officer, was proclaimed, and a reward held out 
for his apprehension, consequently obliged to keep concealed 
till an opportunity of quitting the kingdom occurred. This 
did not take place till the 2nd of December, st which time the 
people had become more united than ever. The Oatholies had 
seen the impradence of separating from the Protestanta, which 
they looked on aa the cause of all their disasters, A now 
choice of officers had been made, and none appointed but such 
as ehowed ability and courage during the insurrection. They 
hsve the most part of the arms left by General Hambert at 
Killala, and immense quantities of pikes aro better organized, 
and more eager in the glorious cause of freedom than they ever 
have been. Thore are many instances of persons at the time 
of the insurrection most violent aristocrats, who with difficulty 
saved their own lives, lost their properties, and had their 
frionds and relations put to death by the patriots, that have 
now espoused the side of the United, and are ready on the 
first opportunity to support the banners of liberty; but this is 
owing to the infamous conduct of the Government, where 
everything is managed by jobbing, bribery, and intrigue, It 
waa the gonoral wish to make » second attempt, but to wait 
some time for assistance from the great nation, which they 
fondly hoped would be sent, notwithstanding the recent melan- 
choly events. Such is the present situation of Ireland, and I 
pledge myself to the authenticity of the fact. 
(Signed) Dennis O'NEILL. 


value that it contained, was utterly destroyed, and his family reduced to 
the lowest indigense; and the son, being picked up alive, never recovered 
from the effects of that wound, of which he died in 1900. Seven of 
‘Mr. Burrowes’s party wore butchered on this occasion. 
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Hr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
Private and Secret. ‘Whitehsll, March 24, 1799, 

My dear Lord—Among the persons apprehended at the 
Division, No. 2, of United Irishmen, is one Beedal M’Kenzie, 
or M'Kinley (the latter I believe to be the true name), a 
description of whose person I send enclosed. He is said to be 
a native of Belfast, and to have been concerned very actively 
in the Rebellion: he has been principally concerned in organ- 
izing the United Irishmen here, and is pushing them into 
some desperate undertaking. 

The Duke of Portland desires mo to request your Lordship 
to lay this information before the Lord-Lieutenant, and anbmit 
to his Excellency the propriety of sending over some one to 
identify M’Kinley, should it appear on inquiry that any person 
of that name and description has been concerned in the Re- 
bellion. 

I have the honour to be, &«., 
Wittiam, WickHaM. 

Boodal M’Kenzie, 24 years of age, 5 feet 6 inches, black 
hair, inclining to curl, black eyes, crooked nose, florid com- 
plexion, black whiskers, high forehead, a coach-painter to Mr. 
Lucaa, in the Edgeware Road, and lodges at No. 58, Davies 
Street, Berkeley Square. 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
‘Whitehall, March 25, 1799. 

My dear Lord—I bog leave to scknowledge your Lordship’s 
private letter of the 19th instant, which I showed to Mr. Pitt 
on Friday, as soon as I had received it, He promised to write 
to your Lordship that very day, on the subject of the Loan, 
and on everything connected with it; so that I ahall not fatigue 
your Lordship by repeating to you what he said to me. 

J take no more notice of another subject of your Lordship’s 
letter, viz., the Regency Bill, because you will before this have 
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received from the Duke of Portland the fall opinion of the 
Cabinet upon that question and the mode of tresting it in 
Parliament, . 

I believe that, before this time, the prisoners from Dublin 
‘will have been safely conducted to Fort George. No particular 
instructions either as to the expense of their maintenance, or 
the mode of confining them, have as yet been transmitted to 
the Governor ; but it is wished that your Lordship would have 
the goodness to communicate to me, for the Duke of Portland’s 
information, tho regulations under which they were confined in 
Dublin, and particularly the allowance they received from Go- 
vornment, according to their respective situations and condi- 
tions in life, or that which was paid on their account to the 


Should any more prisoners be sent to Scotland, have the 
goodness to take care that the Duke of Portland be informed 
of their names in time to send warrants down to meot them at 
the port where they shall be disembarked in Scotland. Some 
apprehension is entertained Jest a habeas corpus should be 
moved for the two persons who have been sent over, in the 
place of Deane Swift and John Cormick, before their arrival 
wt Fort George. Ithink, however, this can never happen un- 
legs the Messengers should refuse to take charge of them as 
not. being named in their original warrant, which I scarcely 
conceive probable. The warrant for their detention at Fort 
George will probably arrive in time. It is the present inten- 
tion that a Bill should be brought into Parliament immedi- 
ately after the recess, confirming what has been done, and 
authorizing the detention of these gentlemen and of others 
whom you may send over. At any other moment, a Bill of 
this kind might have and perhaps ought to have mot with 
opposition ; but I rather think that there will be an unwilling- 
ness on the part of Opposition to bring the name of Arthar 
O'Connor into question. 

All the correspondence relating to the negotiation with the 
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Statoprisonera haa been put together, and the whole has been well. 
read and studied by Mr. Pitt, who will probably take this 
occasion of saying something on the infamous charges that 
have been brought against the Irish Government of having 
broken their faith, &c., which O’Connor has taken great pains 
to circulate among his friends here, and which, for the suke of 
better intentioned persons, it msy be as well to refute openly 
ones for all. 

T am anxious to know what will be the result of the Prussian 
mission to Dublin. I have been obliged to send an interpreter 
with the officer, and he can neither speak French nor English. 

Believe me, ever, &c., 
Wruasm Wickham. 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
Private. Whitehall, March 26, 1799. 

My dear Lord—I send your Lordship enclosed a copy of 
the letter from Doyle, that was found under the table at the 
Division of United Lrishmen, No. 2. I should be curious to know 
whether the Address to the Irish Nation, found at the same 
place and printed in the Report of the Secret Committes, was 
known in Ireland, and in general circulation there. It is stated 
to have been brought over by Doyle. 

Enclosed I send your Lordship a list of names found on the 
table, supposed to be the names of the Secretaries of the Divi- 
sions. These Divisions had a general Committee composed of 
the Secretary and Tressurer of each Division, and from this 
Committee three persons were chosen to treat with Doyle, ox- 
amine the proposals he brought over, and report them to the 
Committes, without mentioning any names. Of these three 
two are alresdy in custody, and, the third being aware that 
there was a warrant out against him, has come privately for- 
ward and made a full avowsl of all that he knew, promising 
his eervices in future, 
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It appears, as well from the testimony of thie man ae from 4 
cipher, of the key to which we are in possession, that Doyle's 
instructions were given to him by one Henry Beard, concern- 
ing whom I have already written to your Lordship. It is 
farther stated that Beard was only the instrument, and that he 
received them from the Direetory at Dublin, with whom it was 
Seen. stated by Doyle that the State prisoners communi- 


“Te proposals brought over by Doyle were that the United 
Trishmen here should rise, even with the certainty of being de- 
feated, the moment the French should land in Ireland; aud 
that individuals of the Society should be trained to the pur- 
pose of assassination ; #0 that, if they should not be strong 
enough to effect a rising, the life of the King or Mr. Pitt should 
be taken at the moment when such an event might produce the 
greatest mischief and confusion. 

T remain, &., 
Wiliam WickHaM. 


Letter from Thomas Doyle to Division No.2 of United Irish- 
men, taken at the Royal Oak, Marck 10, 1799. 
To No. 2. 

LT have to lament the malignant and malicious propagations 
of aome of my countrymen, whom I cannot conceive from what 
motive or reason they should exert themselves in 20 mysterious 
manner to defame my character among men, whose principles 
and society I have preferred since my introduction among 
them. At the same time, they are confident of the virtue of 
my principles, in consequence of their being put to the test by 
thirteen weeks” imprisonment on a charge of “ treazonable 
practices.” If, after this and the present persecutions, I am 
to be treated with cool indifference and neglect, it is very hard: 
the reflection of which to me is more severe than the ides of 
the punishment in the Bastile. However, I wili once more 
submit to the enlightened and generous understanding of my 
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countrymen whether they think me culpable in those little in- 
sidious reports propagated probably by envy, and caution you 
‘not to let an improper idea bolt into your minds respecting my 
attachment to you. I must observe, the last time I was with 
you, it seemed to me as if the whole of you was completely 
incensed against me, every one starting up te accuse, and for 
what ?—why, truly, that euch 8 person said you said so and 
so. But I will not occupy your time with these vague arpu- 
ments; your attention st present should, and I hope will be 
directed to a greater object, that is the subject of organization, 
which occupies Europe. I am conscious I have done my duty 
by you, and am ready to render you any general service my 
slender abilities are capable of. I expect you will give orders 
to your Representatives to vote me the trifling sum you allow 
persons that stands in the predicament I do at present. Your 
compliance or noncompliance of this last request will be ac- 
cepted of, worthy cita, by your sincere and devoted, &¢. 


Copy of a Paper found on Sunday, March \0, at Diviston No.2 of 
United Irishmen, held at the Royal Oak, Red Lion Passage. 


1. Mooney «18. Delap = 85. M‘Grath = 69, Banffeld 
@. Whelan 19. Brown 36, Burk 88. Cain 

8. Corcoran 20. Calahan 37. Healey 64, Kenting 
4. Canavan = 21. Murphy 38. Grifith 55. G. Whitney 
5. Namecfinoed 23. Kennedy 89. Sullivan 6. M'Kiney 
6. Nowlan 23. Cronan «40. M'Corter «57. gan 

7. Bradshaw 94. MNamare 41. White 68, Christian 
8. Kelly 25, Sweeny 42. Carey 69. Higgins 
9 Chford “96. Hammond 48, Kelly 60. Riordan 
20. Corcoran 97. Smailman 44, Correy 6}, Keunaly 
1, Boller 28, Coleman 45. Moore 62. Grey 

19, Corregan 29. Smith 46, Kelley 63. Lyon 
13, Lynch 90, Anderwn 47. Harrinton 64 Boyle 
14. Walker «31. Baif 48, Neagle 65. Des - 
15. Dovdle 32, Thomas 49. O'Shaughnessy 6. Tunnigen 
16. Price 39. Franklin 60. Gilbert 67. Bury 


17, Mayers 34. Leary = 51. James 68, Boylon 
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Lord Castlereagh to the Duke of Portland. 

Dublin Castle, March 27, 1799, 
My Lord—Foeling the advantage of your Grace’s sugges- 
tion, if poseible by an adjournment to avoid any further dis- 
cnasion, which might distarb the present temper of Parliament, 
1 have made every exertion to get the business pushed forward 
as expoditionsly as possible. Notwithstanding that Parliament 
has continued sitting during the holidays, the Bills will not 
have passed the Commons sooner than the 5th or 6th of 
April; they cannot be returned from the Lords (sach of them 
as are Money Bills) before the 10th, which is the day named 
for taking the Regency Bill into consideration: under these 
circumstances, we cannot with any grace avoid the discussion 
ofthe measure, I do not observe much disposition to warmth 
amongst our opponents, snd sm induced to believe that the 

Speaker, if he does speak, will not assume very lofty tone. 
As far as I have yot been informed of the procesdings at 
the several aasizes, they have been much less unfavourable on 
the question of Union than we had any right to expect, The 
question has been stirred in but few counties. The grand 
juries of Mesth and Cavan are the only two that have come 
to resolutions against the measure. In Tipperary, which is a 
leading county, from its extent, the party favourable to the 
measure has prevailed. I have the honour to enclose, for your 
Grace's information, Lord Donoughmore’s! letter on this sub- 
ject. Upon the whole, I consider the general silenos of the 
grand juries as a very favourable indication. It was not 
thought prudent to urge our friends in the several counties to 
a trial of their strength on the present occasion, Our arrango- 
ments may be better prepared before the autumn Circuit ; 
* Richard Hely, iret Baron Donoughmore: in 1797 he had been 
created Viscount Suirdale. He wes « Lieutenant-General of the army, 


Governor of Tipperary, and Lord Treasurer's Hemembrancer in the 
Trish Court of Exchequer. 


1798.) VISCOUNT CASTLEREAGH. 241 


and I do not despair of operating most powerfully on the 
public mind in the mean time, by the diligent circulation of 
the many able arguments which the debstes on your side of 
the water have furnished us with. Arrangements have been 
made for the most extensive and general distribution of theae 
valuable productions, and I am happy to learn that they are 
read with avidity even in Dublin. 

Tam happy to inform your Grace (perhaps it is s tolerable 
indication on which side the strength is likely ultimately to 
lie) that Lord Ely has declared positively for the Union. The 
alteration intended in the plan for the representation has had 
its weight, uo doubt, with his Lordship. I cannot but con- 
sider this determination, taken at the present moment, as a 
very favourable omen, and extremely important, notwith- 
standing it is clogged with some awkwardness, He has 
brought into Parliament a Mr. Shaw and Mr. Luttrell. 
Lord Ely says that neither shall vote sgainet us, and pro- 
mises, if possible, to got rid of Mr. Shaw. I should hope 
the Lord-Lieutenant might succeed in persuading Lord 
Carhampton that his son had not sufficiently considered the 
question : at present, his Lordship’s efficient force is reduced 
to eix. 

I should submit to your Grace, whether it might not be 
advantageous that Lord Downshire should be early apprised 
of the scheme of representation at present in the contempla- 
tion of Ministers. Jt might, perhaps, tend to reconcile him. 
His declaration jn favour of the measure would have the most 
powerful influence. I also beg leave to suggest that Lord 
Donegal is an object of considerable importance. He is as yot 
‘unpledged, but, sa I am informed, rather adverse. His friends 
in Parliament, during his father’s life-time, voted against us. 
Lord Leitrim ia not well satisfied with the part his eon took 
in his absence, and well disposed to avail himeelf of s change 
of circumstances, to prevail on his friends to altor thei: 
conduct. 

VOL. I. R 
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Without troubling your Grace at present with farther de- 
tails, 1 shall merely add that I by no meana despair of the 
measure being accomplished, even without having recourse to 
a dissolution. 

I have the honour to be, &., 
Bb CASTLEREAGH. 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 

Whitehall, Merch 28, 1799. 
My dear Lord—I have the satisfaction to inform your 
Lordship that wo have sccured M. Jigerhorn, who was 
coming ovor hero on a mission similar to that which he under- 
tvok some two years since, when he mot Lord Edward Fitz- 
gerald in London. As soon as ho shall have been examined, 
I will take care to inform your Lordship of anything material 

that may be collected from him, 
Believe me ever, &., 
W. Wicknam. 


Henry Alecander to Lord Castlereagh. 
Mareh 28, 1799. 

My dear Lord—The report of the English Secret Com- 
mittoo has producod hore a great shock. It has created, how- 
ever, in my mind, an opprehonsion that the popular panic will 
bo eueceoded by popular fury, and that the English mob will 
adopt a kind of persecution against the Irish in England, and 
unpleasant reactions in Ireland may flow to augment the eur- 
rent of national pride and vulgar animosities, Here every- 
thing is more prosperous than could be expected by the moat 
aanguine mind. Even this last week, cloth and -yarn have 
risen very considerably ; and I really have not found « single 
mau, in the day or two I have been here, who objects to a 
Union on any other principle than thinking themselves so 
well off, that their situation is not improvable by any Legis- 
lature, however composed, 
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Y send up to Knox various parcels of American newspapers, 
for the purpose of making extracts. 

Mr. Robert Moore, of Londonderry, commenced a preacher 
of treason in Americs, st the Roman Catholic Chapel, in con- 
nection with Reynolds. On being interrupted hy some of the 
Americans, they prodaced pistols which were wrenched from 
them, and they were well thrashed and thrown into gaol, pro- 
bably consigned to hard labour for life. 

All letters from America tend to show their Anti-Gallican 
Principles. The hatred of the American captains to that 
nation is extreme, and the Scriptural solemnity of their ex- 
pression gives a quaintness, that catches the attention of our 
people, Such passengers as have returned are full of stories 
of French plunder, and I believe they extenuate nothing. 

One torn American papor I enclose to you for Knox, to 
communicate instantly to the public. I will have it inserted 
in the next Londonderry papers. 

Our Grand Jury have 18 Unionists to 5 Anti-Unionista, 
and to-morrow I shall be able to decide how far they will 
apeak out. 

‘Youra moat sinceroly, 
HENRY ALEXANDER, 


Lord Castlereagh to Mr. Pitt. 

‘Dublin Castle, March 29, 1799. 

‘My dear Sir—I am sorry it was not in my power to com- 
municate with you earlier, and more in detail on the money 
business of this country; but Mr. Corry was not enabled 
before the 24th of this month to ascertain from the moneyed 
men, with any precision, what Loan might be obtained in this 
market. The moment I received his auggestions, I lost no 
time in transmitting them through Mr. Bose for your consi- 
deration, with such hasty observations as I was enabled to 
add before the departare of the mail. I am induced again to 
trouble you on this subject. not so much from feeling that T 

Re 
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can add anything material, in point of information, to what has 
been stated by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, but from an 
anxicty that you should distinctly understand why the de- 
mands from hence are 80 much beyond what you had been 
taught to expect by Sir John Parnell. 

In the provision for 1798, Sir John reckoned upon the Quit 
Rents for producing a million, aud relied upon their being 
either sold within the year, or advanced upon by the Bank, 
in both which expectstiona he was completely disappointed. 
Relying upon thia resource, his application to you for a loan 
was the more moderate ; but the difficulty did not fail the lesa 
to ocour befure the end of the year, and, in part, to fall upon 
Great Britain, The million was required for the service of 
the year, and was obtained, one half by an anticipation of the 
fonds intended by you as a provision for the current year; the 
other half by an advance from the Bank on last year's Vote of 
Credit, repayment of which was limited to six montha from 
December last ; so that, in the last year, the money advanced 
by England for the service of this country was, in fact, two 
millions and a half. 

I believe it waa in December last Sir John Parnell stated 
to you that the Irish Government would require only two mil- 
Tions from Great Britain for the ensuing year, by which I con- 
clude he mesnt that that sum would be sufficient to carry on 
the public servico till the 25th of March, 1800, the usual 
period to which our Supplies are voted. From the amount of 
the above sum, I sm inclined to think his calculation was 
formed upon # view of the usual establishment merely, and 
that he did not advert either to the deficioncy of a million in 
his means for the former year, or to the oxtraordinary charge 
of another million for the British Militia and Loyalists; 
if he had, he must have stated his wants at double the amount. 
£500,000 has been already remitted to Ireland, and three 
millions and s half are stated by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer to be farther requisite in aid of the loan of two mil- 
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lions to be raised in this kingdom. Thie provision, among 
other charges, goes to cover repayments to be made to the 
Bank, in the course of the year, to the amount of £700,000. 

The Bank, upon the condition stated in their correspond. 
ence with Mr, Pelham, (which I left with you when in London) 
are willing to advance a million to Government. Should their 
proposal meet with your approbation, our demands upon you 
would be reduced to two millions and s half. Should their 
application be deemed objectionable, we may possibly prevail 
on them to continue to us what is now outstanding; but I 
cannot indulge much expectation of a further advance. In 
truth, had the expenditure of Iast year been adequately pro- 
vided for by loan, the only new demand which Mr. Oorry 
would have called on yon to assist him in providing for, would 
have been for the British Militis and Loyalists. There is a 
general increase upon all the nsual Military Estimates to the 
amount of £700,000; but this is covered by the Irish Loan 
boing increased in ita amount from £1,300,000 to £2,000,000. 

Having mentioned the British Militia and Loyalists, I shall 
shortly trouble you with sn explanation of the nature and 
extent of those heads of expence. 

It is difficult for us precisely to estimate the charge for the 
British troops serving in Ireland. Their numbers must bo 
fluctuating, and their stay uncertain. The prosent force, in- 
cluding the Guards and the regiments of the Line (the latter, 
though lIstely placed on this establishment, being an addition 
to the estimate a4 voted and provided for by Parliament) 
amounts to 15,000 men. The estimate for the year, mado 
upon the amount of their establishments aa complete, amounts 
to £666,000, as the regiments are by no means full, I con- 
ceive the above sum sufficient to cover the five quarters from 
the’ 25th of December, including the incidental expence oon- 
nected with that force, in sddition to the sum to be repaid to 
Great Britain. 

The number of the Loyalists whose claims have beou given 
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in is above 8,500; their amount sbout £600,000. The Com- 
mission sppointed by the Bill of Jast year has been found very 
inadequate to the investigation of these claims within any rea- 
sonable time, It is proposed, therefore, to make such changes 
in it as may complete the inquiry in the course of the year. 
It ie intended that & reduction on each claim, proportioned to 
the amount, should ultimately be made, as was done in the 
case of the American Loyalists, and that snch proportion of 
the damago should fall upon the county in which it was sus- 
tained, as cau be borne by the inhabitants without serious 
inconvenience ; the reat to be paid by the State. 

As these proportions cannot be adjusted till the inquiry ia 
completed, and ag the claimants are in general in the utmost 
distress, it is proposed to make a partial liquidation of the 
claim as speedily as they are examined and certified by the 
Commissioners; the claimants for sums under £500 to reosive 
one-third, which will leave an ample lstitude for such reduc- 
tion as may be finally determined on. To effect this, with 
some further demands on account of damage done by our own 
army when in the field, will probably require, in the course of 
the year, from £250,000 to £800,000, issuable in proportion 
as the claims are disposed of. 

‘You would bo confined to the Militia and Loyalists relying 
upon your ability, without sny previously aasured provision to 
afford us relief, in the event of rebellion or invasion making it 
necessary for the army to take the field, and for a greater pro- 
portion than one eighth of the Yeomanry, the number now 
estimated and provided for and actually serving, to be placed 
on permanent daty. 

I trust you will be able, from the above statement, to measure 
the extent of our wants, aud the probable means we have of 
providing for them. Whatever relief you think fit to give us, 
you may rely on our best endeavours to make it answer, as far 
as circumstances will permit, for carrying on the public service. 
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The Right Hon. G. Rose to Lord Castlereagh. 
Private. Old Palace Yard, Sunday, March $1, 1799. 

My dear Lord—I lost no time this morning, after the receipt 
of your letter, in communicating it, and the enclosure from 
‘Mr. Corry, to Mr. Pitt; he will cither write himself on Tuesday, 
or suthorize me to do so. In the mean time, I have no hesita- 
tion in promising to your Lordship that I am sure the inclina- 
tion of his opinion is that it would be impossible for him to 
propose « ‘oan here for all the money Ireland wante, when we 
are raising so very large a proportion of the supply here by a 
direct tax on income, Four millions is as much as we shall 
permanently fund in this country ; and I am porsnaded that it 
would not be possible to reconeile a loan to that extent for the 
service of Ireland to our House of Commons, the Bank, or the 
moneyed men, unless it could be shown satisfactorily that the 
money can be had in no other way. Your only resource would 
be a similar measure with ours. I aend you, therofore, our 
Act of this Session for the Income Tax, and on Tucsday (when 
I @ome to town) I will send you the explanatory one: you 
will find all the machinery in the first. You will only have to 
aubstitute persons for our Commissioners of the Land Tax; it 
will be to be considered whether they should be named in the 
Act, or be appointed by the Lord-Lieutenant, 

I write this in great haste: it may, however, be useful to 
give your Lordship, as well as the Lord-Lieutonant and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, an opportunity of considering the 
whole subject before you hear from Mr. Pitt. 

I find that the Speaker persists in his declarations that 
the linen manufacture of Ireland has flourished greatly from 
the measures of the Parliament of Ireland siues 1779—can he 
show that this is owing to an export to any country but Great 
Britain? Her exports to all the rest of the world are nearly 
the same; I think, then, even his ingenuity cannot show how 
that has been aided by the Irish Legislature. 

Tam, &., Gzoace Rosi, 
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Mr, Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 


Private. Whitehall, April 6, 1799. 

My dear Lord—I have received your Lordship’s letter ofthe 
‘Int instant, and ask a thousand pardons for having troubled 
your Lordship unnecessarily on the subject of the State 
prisoners, The Duke of Portland, as well as myself, having 
received froquent applications for instructions how these gentlo- 
mon wore to bo treated and confined at Fort George, and having 
ono of the letters on that subject open before me, I wrote a fow 
Lines to your Lordship, to ask for advice and explanation, quite 
forgetting that I had already written to Mr. Cooke, from whom 
T have since received a very full and satisfactory answer. 

The prisoners will be perfectly safe at Fort George, and 1 
trost that means will be taken to prevent them from having 
any improper communication cither with each other or with 
any persons out of the pricon. I shall be able to transmit your 
Lordship, in a very few daye, the instructions that will be peut 
tw the Lieutenant-Governor for the regulation of his conduos, 

As I am very much hurried to-day, and as the Duke of 
Portland is writing as well to your Lordship as to the Lord- 
Lieutenant, I shall beg leave to defer answering the other parts 
of your Lordship’s letter, as well as the other letters I have 
roovived ot the same time, till Monday. 

Tam over, &., 
Witiiam Wicknau. 


Hr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
Private. Duke Street, April 7, 1799. 10 Pa. 

My dear Lord—-I have this instant received the enclosed 
letter for your Lordship from Mr. Pitt, with directions to send 
it off immediately by @ moseonger. 

I take this opportunity with pleasure of informing your 
Lordship that the Hamburg mail, arrived to-day, brings s full 
confirmation of the Archduke’s success, as far as the 22nd. 
There are letters of that date from Lindau, Ulm, and Mem- 
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mingen, which give some details, and speak of Jourdan having 
boon in great danger, and of Lefevre being severely wounded. 
There are two other facts mentioned, which seem to leave no 
doubt of the French having retreated to a considerable distance, 
and of the A ustrisns themselves having the best hopes of further 
succeas—I mean, the Austrian magazines and the heavy baggage 
of the army being ordered to advance from Ulm and Mem- 
mingen to Phalendorf, and Gensral Hotze having marched from 
Feldkirch to join the Archduke. 

There is no distinct account of what had passed on General 

Hotze’s flank and reer later than the 17th, on which day 
General Laudohn had made a French general and six hundred 
men lay down their arma in the Engadine: but it ia certain 
that the same General had arrived at Feldkirch on the 21st, 
from which it is fairly to be presumed that he had cleared all 
the country behind him. General Hotze marched from Feld- 
kirch the same day, and entered Lindau the 22nd, meaning to 
push further on that night with ten thousand infantry. 
+ There are letters from Strasburg of the 25th, and from 
Bastadt and Frankfort of the 27th, all of which epeak of tho 
French as being much discouraged. Had the French recovered 
the check of the 28rd, as has been reported, it surely must 
have been known on the 27th at Rastadt. General Suworoff 
was at Virane on the 25th, 

I send your Lordship enclosed # copy of the examination of 
M. Ftigerhorn, and of the letters found upon him, which the 
Duke of Portland will thank your Lordehip to communicate to 


the Lord-Licutenant. Tam ever, i0., 


Wits WickHaM. 


Mr. Pitt to Lord Castlereagh. 
Private. ‘Holwood, Sunday, April 7, 1799, 
My dear Lord—After fully considering the communications 
respecting the sum wanting for Ireland, and particularly your 
Jast letter of the 29th, I wish to state to you all that occurs to 
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me on the subject (meaning, when I have done a0, to adopt 
whatever line Lord Cornwallis may judge, under all the ciroum- 
stances, to be most advisable). I need not dwell on the evident 
objection which must srise hore to creating any large additional 
capital of permanent debt, transferable in our market, on account 
of Ireland, when the country is making euch unusual exertions 
to avoid any accumulation of debt on our own account. The 
intereat of the Irish loan will indeed bring no direct charge on 
this conntry, but the effect on the Funds and on the state of 
eredit, from the increase of Stock, ia the same aa if it were a 
Joan borrowed for ourselves. It does not, therefore, seem 
reasonable that Ireland should resort to ua for such assistance, 
at least till the same exertions have been made there for raising 
a part of the supplies within the year, which have been success- 
fally adopted here. I should not think it fair, in the present 
year, to let this objection weigh (though strictly applicable in 
ite principle) against o loan to the amount originally intended 
of two millions: but it seems impossible to overlook it when it 
is proposed to sugment the loan to four or even to three 
millions. The first sum would produce a capital of near eight 
and the second of near six millions, which would probably not 
be extinguished by the Sinking Fund in Jess than forty years. 
‘We have imposed a tax of 10 per cent. upon all Ineome, to 
avoid the inconvenience, both present and future, which would 
arise from any such addition of debt, The same motives which 
operate upon ua seem to apply at least. aa forcibly to the casa 
+ of Ireland. The ultimate saving by such a system will be in 
proportion. Here s dificulty was felt in raising the whole 
sum wanted by loan ; in Ireland it is impossible. Tho necessity 
for general oxertion is there, if possible, stronger than ever 
here, and the sources of income arising from Jand (which muat . 
bear s large proportion of the tax) are there untouched, while 
taxes in general are lower. Besides theee considerations, which, 
in fair argument, seem to me conclusive, I confess that, on 
reflecting on the subject, I also feel that great advantage would 
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» 
arise from adopting the measure I propose in the present year, 
instead of leaving it to be brought forward in another, as a con- 
sequence of the Union : it is evident that, when that event takes 
place, the tax on Income must, if the war continues, be extended 
to Ireland, 

It must, I think, equally be so extended in another year, if 
the Union ahould not take place; but, as I trust there is now 
every reason to look forward to its accomplishment next 
Session, it seems very desirable that thia question should be 
previously discussed on its own groands. I should, there- 
fore, feel an earnest wish that, if possible, this tax should be 
imposed before your Session concludes, 1 have but very im- 
perfect. means of guessing at its probable produce; but, on a 
rough comparison of the different articles of the estimate framed 
here, I think it could hardly be supposed to yield less than a 
million, or perhaps # million and a half. At all events, if the 
measure was fairly tried, we could have no difficulty in supplying 
what might be farther wanting, or in making the necessary ad- 
vances till the produce could be received. If the principle is 
adopted, little delay, I conceive, could arise in framing the 
Bill, which, in most part, would be » transcript from ours. 
The regulations for settling the proportion of the tax, the de- 
seription of Income and mode of valuing it, the exceptions 
and abatements, and the mode of collection and payment, seem 
all equally applicable to Ireland. The new part would chiefly 
consist in the appointment of commiasioners, surveyors, asses 
sors, &0., which probably are descriptions unknown in Ireland, 
or, at least, not on the same footing aa here. But this point, 
J imagine, you would find no groat difficulty in arranging. If, 
however, this subject should sppear to you in a different view ; 
and if, either from the importance of ending the Session withont 
any delay, or from the state of political parties, Lord Cornwallis 
should judge the attempt too hasardous, or attended with too 
material inconvenience, I shall be ready to go a8 far as possible 
in relieving you from any embarrassment, 
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In that case, I should hope the demand on us might atill be 
confined to three millions in the whole (including the half 
million already anticipated), and that the farther eum wanting 
may be obtained from the Bank. I should also wish that some 
separate provision might be made for the speedy redemption of 
the capital created by the additional million, which perhaps 
might be effected by mortgaging to us the quit-rents which 
were before intended to have been sold, and which might, in 
that case, be reserved till cironmstancea are more favourable to 
their sale. Above all, I should hope that, on this supposition, 
it would be distinctly and generally understood that the loan 
ig likely to be furnished by this country only in consequence of 
the pressing circumstances of the present moment; but that 
such an assistance can, in no case, be expected in another year, 
until Ireland has made exertions equal to those made here for 
raising as much of the Supplies as possible within the year. I 
need not say that it will be, in every view, much more satis- 
factory if you can adopt the suggestion in the former part of 
this letter, and Lord Cornwallis will, I am sure, give it 
@ full ond impartial consideration. If he thinks the objec- 
tions to it too strong, I shall cheerfully acquiesce in the other 
alternative, 

Belicvo me, my dear Lord, 
Sincerely and faithfully yours, 
W. Pirr. 


Copy of a Letter from General Valence to M. Jégerkorn, 

referred to in the examination of the latter. 

Sai retrouvé votre ami, mon cher voisin. J°ai bien fait votre 
commission, et il part pour vous joindre. Jo lui ai remis ce 
dont il s besoin, et malgré ce qu'il pourra vous dire, et ce quill 
falloit qu'il vous dise, cela me regarde. 

‘Votre femme se porte bien: elle a soutenus avee courage Ia 
mort de son besu-frare. Elle est tourmentée & cause de ses 
gone, mais tout cela ne fora rien, et ils reprendront lear ouvrage 
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& Pordinaire. Les domestiques de co pays-ci sont tels quion 
nen vit de pareils nutle part. 

Teapére par le premier courier vous marquer la conclusion 
finale do vétre affaire. J'ai va notre viewxami, J'acquitterai 
vos ordres dda que j'surai moi-méme I'argent nécessaire: il 
m’s gagné l'autre jour assez d'argent au whist pour attendre 
patiemment. M. Padenheim me paroit étre et vétre ami et 
un excellent homme, J"espére qu'il reviendra avec vous et que 
je pourrsi trouver l'occasion de lui tre de quelque utilité. Jo 
yous envois un peu de I'éeriture de M. Th. Vous pourriez 
la montrer & mon ami, et cela vous servira pour vos questions, 

Adieu, mon bon ot cher voisin. Portez-vous bien, réussites 
au gré de vos désirs, st que vétre voyage & Londres comble 
tous vos veux! Il fait le plus besa temps du monde, Jveapére 
que ni le vent ni Is maladie ne contrarieront votre voyage. 
Conservez-moi votre amitié. 

Le 18. T. J. 

Je remets 8 M. Padenheim la petite bodte- avec un des 
potita bijoux. 

General Valence to M. Jégerkorn. 


Sai un voyage & faire, mon cher ami, qui rend tres désirable 
pour moi d'avoir le plaisir de vous revoir. J'ai reyn votre 
dernitre et bien aimable lettre, et je désire fort Je succts de 
votre machine, et fort aussi d’apprendre vétre rétour. J'ai 
entendu dire que votre ami d’ Amérique étoit venu & Londres. 
Eat-eo vraif “Revenez, mon cher Jiigerhorn, rejoindre dea 
gens qui s’occupent de vous avec le plus tendre intérét, et une 
femme qai trouve sa situation pénible. Vous sentirez ei je 
pars ponr ls Suisse combien il seroit affligeant de ne vous avoir 
pas vu auparavant. Le moment des pres est arrivé; celui de 
faucher loa bleds n'est pas éloigné: c'est & vous % juger vos 
intéréte. Mon amitié ne peut que vous offrir ses vooux. 

F. A. 

Mes complimens & vdtre cousin, de qui j’si regu une lettre & 
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son arriyée en Angleterre, et & qui je ne réponds pas par 
éeonomis, 

Le 23. 

Declaration of M. Fégerkorn. 

A Ia réponse [de la question] qui m’est fait de ce quo j'avoia 
entrepris pendant ma dernier séjour en Angleterre: 

Le but de mon voyage étoit do faire travailler une modele 
méchanique. Avec eolai-ci, mes connoissances dans les en- 
virons d'Hambonrg, ot des amis et parents de Lord Fitzgerald, 
dont j'avois fait Is connoisaanco & Hambourg, m’avaient 
chargé de m’sboucher avec le méme Lord Fitzgerald, pour lui 
conjurer de ne point se méler aveo lea affaires des insurgena 
@Trlands. Tl n'étoit point présent. Je lui fis avertir que 
javois & Tui parler, Ti est effectivement arrivé & Londres. 
Je Pavois parlé sur cette affaire. I) m’avoit aesuré que malgré 
Ia grande intérét qu'il prenoit dans tout ce qui touchait os 
patrie, il n’y était pour rien. Je Vavois laissé Ja, ot jo suis 
parti en rendant compte & ses amis & mon retour. Depuis ce 
tems, je n'ai plus eu aucune connoissance ni Ja moindre rélation 
avec tous ces affaires, ayant véeu tranquillement & ma cam- 
pagne appellée Reinbeck, denx lienes d’Hambourg, dans le 
pays de Holstein. 

‘Au reste, je avis prot de répondre & tous les questions dans 
cette affaire, ou dans tous les sutres qui me régardent specielle- 
ment, ot de donner des preuves non équivoques de Ja véritable 
véneration et de Y'attachement que j'ai pour ls cause dont Ie 
Gouvernement Anglois défend sveo tant de vigueur et de 
gioire, et lesquelles sentimens mémes m’ont decidé de venir 
métablir dans ce pays. 

F. A. Jicennorn Srvnma. 
Copy of a Letter from Lord Edward Fitegorald referred to in 
MM. Féigerkorn's examination. 

Monsieur—Je yous remercie bien de votre lettre et de vétre 

souvenir dea agréables moments que nous avons passé avec nos 
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amis de Sith. J'étois sur fe point de partir pour Londrea 
pour y conduire une de mes seurs, st je compte certainemant 
vous voir: sinsi attendez moi. Monsiour Padenheim, qui 
part ce soir, vous remettra cette lettre. Je compte partir 
demain an soir. 
Votre ami avec bien du respect, 
E. F. 


[Question.} De la part do qui recutes-vons la commission do 
parler & Lord Fitzgerald en Angleterre!—[Réponse.] Du 
Général Valence, 

A quel époque !—Il y deux ana au mois d’Avril, 

Qu'elles étoient les instructions précises que vous donna le 
Général Valoncef—De dire » Lord E. Fitsgerald qu'il ne se 
mélat point dea affaires dea insurges en Irlande. 

Avez-vous connu Lord E. Fitagerald svant votre arrivée 
eu Angleterre en 1797!—Oui, je l’ai connu & Hambourg en 
1796, par Mr. Valence, qui étoit mor voisin & Is campagne. 

L’avez-vous vu chez le Ministre Reinhardt !—Non, jamais. 
Je ne connoissois pas le Ministre Reinhardt & cot époque, et je 
ne eavois pas méme & cet époque qu’ils avoient des relations 
ensemble. Mais jo l’ai au depuis. 

Comment avez-vous su depuis qu’ila eurent des relations en- 
semble!—Je I’ai su depuis par M. Valence, qui s’eat ouvert 
aveo moi A ce snjet. 

‘M. Valence » done su que Lord E. Fitsgerald » on dos 
relations avec le Ministre Reinhardt, au sujet dea afinires 
d@'Irlande !—Oui, car il m’en a parlé, 

‘M. Valence vous a-t-il donné d’adresee on Angleterre f— 
Ancune, excepts celle de Lord E. Fitzgerald en Inlande. 

Nraviez-vous point Padresse de quelques negocians & Lon- 
dres?—Oui; pour Mesers. Theluszon et Goldsmid. 

Dans quelle maison avez-vous rencontré Lord E. Fitzgerald 
—Danz la maison of je demeurois dans les Minories: je ne 
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me rappelle pas de numero de is maison, mais elle est tenue 
par une femme nominge (& e6 que je crois), Brown, vera le 
milieu de la rue, & main droite en descendant vera Is rivitre. 

Qui vous s trouvé cette maison!—Monsieur Nisser, le Ohape- 
Jain du Ministre de Sudde. 

Qui = conduit Lord E. Fitegerald chez vous !~—Personne. 
Je Ini avois donné mon adresse. 

De quelle manidre lui avez-vous communiqué votre sdreese f 
—J'ai envoyé un de mes amis (un Suédois qui a fait le voyage 
avec moi de Yarmouth & Londres) & Dublin. 

Comment appelez-vous cot ami?—M. Padenheim. II étoit 
vonu ici pour sea affaires, ayant servi dans J, Compagnie de 
Sierra Leone. 

Lui aver-vous donné une commission verbale —Non: seule- 
ment une lettre cachetée de mani8re qu'il ignoroit oe dont il 
Gtoit question, 

Vous apporta-t-il une réponse écrite!—Non: seulement une 
réponse verbale c. a. d. que Lord E. F. devoit conduire ss 
scour dans une 15 de jours et qu’alors il viendroit me voir. 

Ne fites-vous pas chargé de remottre & Lord F. une lettre 
de Is part de quelqu'un {—Non, pss & Milord mais A Miladi de 
la part de Mademoiselle Matheason. Cette lettre m’a été 
remise ouverte; elle ne contencit que des souhaits pour sa 
santé et pour la voir tranguille. 

Qu’ avez-vous dit & Lord F. dans la lettre que vous lui avez 
Gerite!—J'ai dit que j'6tois venu dans ce pays-ci, et que je 
serais bien aise de le revoir et de renouvellor sa connaissance, 
et quo méme j’avois dea choses 4 lui communiquer de la part 
de ees amis & Hambourg. 

Lord E. F, est-il venu vous voir plusieurs fois t—Non ; rion 
qu'une seule fois. 

Le matin ou le soir?—Le matin vera les 12 heures. 

Combien de tems s-t-il pases chez vous!—Jusqu’a trois & 
quatre heures aprés midi. 

A cet entretien Lord F, vons parut-il disposé de snivre vos 
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eonseils!—Oui; il parut éeder & mes conseils A plus forte 
raison qu'il m’a parlé des affaires des insurgona comme presque 
désespérées. 

Vous a-t-il parlé dans ce tems d'un nommé M‘Kenzie!— 
Non. 

Ou dun nommé Smith !—Non. 

‘De qu'elle manidre yous a-t-il parlé des affaires des insurgens 
comme étant désespérées ?—I] dit qu’ils n’avoient ni armes, ni 
munitions, ni méme argent, ni sucune éspérance de secours 
étrangor, et quo de 100,000 Irlandais Unis il n'y avait que 
6,000 d'arméa. 

Vous nomms-t-il aucun de ses amis parmi lea Irlandoia 
Unis !—Non ; il parla beaucoup de l’éxpedition de Hoche, me 
disant que, si ce général fit venu dans le Nord, il y auroit ou 
plus do probabilité d'un soulévement. 

Connoiasez-vons Monsieur Dahlman, officier Suedoist—Oui. 

Depnis quand le connoiascz-vous'—Depuis 1792, 2 quel 
époque je l’ai connu & Paris. Je I'si vO pour la dexnitre foie 
en partant d’Hambourg. 

A-t-il 6té au service de France 7—Non, jamais. 

Qui est le M. Ferrier dont je trouve l'adresse dans vétre 
portefeuille !—C'eat le nom qu’a pria le Général Valence. 

La lettre quo jo trouve dans votre portefeuille, datée le 23, 
qui commence avec cos mots, “Jai un voyage 2 faire,” ot 
finit, “Mon smitié ne pout que vous offrir ses veux,” ot 
rigné F. A., avec un post-seriptum qui finit par le mot “ é00- 
nomie,” par qui est-elle crite! — Par le Général Valence, ot, 
comme je crois, pendant mon séjour en Angleterre. 

De qui veut-on parler par la personnage designée comme 
“votre ami d’Amérique!—Probablement, de Lord E, Fitz 
gerald. : 

‘De qui veut-on parler sous le nom de “ vétre cousin f”— 
Apparemment de Monsieur Padenheim. 

Comment avez-vous regu cette lettre !—Je eroiz, par la poste. 

Comment les zens de Ila poste savoient-ils of trouver votre 

‘YOL. IL 8 
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adrease, vi qu'elle n’est pas marquée sur Is lettre t — Proba- 
blement, elle m’est parvenne sous I’enveloppe de quelqu'un 
Wautre, je ne rappelle pas de qui. 

Avies-vous un chiffre quelqu'un, ou des mots convenus pour 
exprimer certaines choses avec Lord E. F.!— Non, rien de 
semblable, 

‘De Is part de qui est Is lettre tronvée dans votre portefeuille 
adrosséo “A M. Jagerhorn Sporila,” sans date, ef signée 
* yOtre ami avec bien du respect, E. F.1°— Elle eat de Lord 
ELF. 

Vous étiex done trompé lorsque vous m’aviez dit que M. 
Padenheim vous avoit apporté une réponse verbale et non 
crite !—Oui, je T'avoia oublié, 

Quo veut dire le mot “ Silh” dans cette lettre #—C'est la 
terre de M. Valence, od j’ai fait connoissance aves Lord 
E.F. 

Aves-vous connu M. Padenheim avant que de partir d’Ham- 
bourg, en Avril 1797 ?—~ Oui, je l'ai connu avant: il a méme 
resté quelques jours chez moi & Ia campagne. 

Lui avez-vous communiqué le projet de votre voyage !—Oui, 
bien le projet, mais non pas l'objet. 

Lui avez-vous donné un rendezvous & Londres !—Oui, chon 
le Ministre Suedois, 

Savox-vous ei le voyage de Monsieur Padenheim a été payé 
par quelqu’nn, et par qaif— Je saia que Monsieur Valence lui 
adonné dix guinées pour venir en Angleterre. Un moment 
avant son départ, jo Tai rencontré, et je lui ai proposé de 
payer le prix de aon voyage pourvu-quil yint avec moi. 
Comme il ne pouvoit pas m'accompagner, M. Valence a payé 
Je prix de son voyage. 

Connoissez-vous la lettre tirée de vétre portefeuille, et 
adressée «A M, de Jiigerhorn Spurils, & Londres f"-—Oui, 
elle ost de M. de Valence. 

Que veut dire M. Valence par l'expression suivante qui s'y 
trouve,  Maloréf”—Je n’on puis pas en rendre compte. Mais 
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cela doit nécosssirement regarder argent que M. Valenco a 
remis & M, Padenheim. 

Gest donc de M. Padenheim qu'il veut parler, sous le nom 
de vétre ami ?—Oui, i] parott. 

Qui est Is personne dosignée dans la lettre de M. Valence 
eous le nom de M, Th‘ Jo ne Ia connois pas. 

‘Fiites-vous porteur d’one lettre ou d'un papier quelconque 
écrite en encre blanche, de Is part de M. Valence, ou de qui 
que ce soit, lorsque vous étes venu en Angleterre (—Non, 
jamais. 

En avez-vous recu écrite en oncre;blanche pendant vétre 
séjour en Angleterre ?—Non. 

Qui est Is personne designée par M. Valence, sous lo nom 
de son ami !—Appsremment, Lord Edouard Fitzgerald. 

Quelles étoient les questions quo vous deviez lui faire t—Je 
ne me rappelle pas d’aucune question que je devois lui fairo. 

Avez-vous en des relations avec M, Padenheim depuis vétre 
‘voyage en Angleterre, en 1797 !—Oui; il 9 méme.reeté chez 
moi juaqu’a son départ pour la Sudde. 

Qui @ payé son voyage on Irlande!—Jo Vai payé, 

Et eon retour & Hambourg !—Moi. 

Avoz-vous une terre prés d’Hambourg! — Oui, maie jo l'ai 
vendu le 15 Fevrier passé, pour 36,000 deus. 

Quelle on étoit Is revenne ?—A-peu-prde 2000 sous. 

Cette terre, est-elle chargée de dettes !—Oui. 

Tusqu’d quelle comme !—Susqu’s 32,000. 

Aver-yous d’autre revenue 7—Oui, une pension de Is cour 
de Russie, de 2000 roubles. Elle est regulitrement payé & 
mon banquier & Pétersbourg. 

De retour 8 Hambourg, de votre voyage en Angleterre, en 
1797, aves-vous fait un rapport de vdtre conversation avec 
Lord E. F., et a qui?—J’en ai fait un & M. Valence. 

L’avez-vous avait fait verbalement, ou par écrit {—Je l’ai 
fait ot verbalement et par écrit. 

M. Valence, qu’s-t-il fait de oe rapport !—Je n’en sais rien. 

82 
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‘TRANSLATION. 
General Valence to M. Jigerhorn. 

Thave found your friend agzin, my dear neighbour. I have duly ex- 
ceuted your commision, and he is setting out to join you. I have given 
‘him what he needed, and, notwithstanding what he may tell you, and 
what be must tell you, that ix my concern. 

‘Your wife is well: she has borne with fortitude the death of her 
‘brother-in-law, She is tormented om account of her people; but this 
will come to nothing, and they will go to work again as usual. Servente 
in this country are much that you nowhere find any like them. 

Thope, by the first courier, to fix the final conclusion of your affair. 
I bavo ecen onr old friend. I will pay your ordere as soon se I shall 
myself have the necessary money: the other day, he won enough from. 
me at whist to wait pationtly. M. Padenheim appears to me to be both 
your fricnd and an excellent man. I hope that be will come back with 
you, and that I may be able to find occasion to be of some service to him. 
Tsond you a little of the writing of M.Th——. You can show it to 
my friend, and that will serve you for your questions. 

Farewell, my good sod dear neighbour; I wish you health. May 
you succeed to the extent of your desires, avd may your journey to Lan- 
don crown all your wishes! We have the finest weather in the world, 
‘Thope that neither wind nor sickness may annoy you on your voyage. 
Continue your friendship to me. 

‘The 18th. TJ. 

T hall send the small box, with one of the little jewels, to M. 
Padenbeim. 

General Valence to M. Jagerkorn. 

I have a journey to take, my dear friend, which renders it very de- 
sirable for me to have the pleasure of seeing you again. I have received 
your last and very amiable letter, and I heartily wish success to your 
machine, and heartily also to hear of your retarn. I have been told 
that your American friend is come to London. Is this trae? Come 
beck, my dear Jagerhoru, and rejoin people who think of you with the 
most affectionate interest, and = wife who finds her situation uncom- 
fortable, You will be sensible, if I eet out for Switzerland, how dis- 
treasing it will be not to have seen you first, Hay-time is here, that 
for resping is not far off: it is for you to judge of your interest. My 
‘friendship can only offer you its good wishes. RA 

‘My compliments to your cousin, from whom I received a letter on his 
arrival in England, and which I bave not answered out of economy, 

‘The 284, 
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Declaration of M. Jagerhorn. 

In anawer to the question put to me what I was doing during my 
atay in England, 

The object of my journey was to get e mechanical model made. 
‘Besides this, my scquaintnce in the environs of Hamburg, and friends 
and relations of Lord Fitzgerald, with whom Ihad become acquainted at 
Hamburg, hed charged me to converse with the same Lord Fite 
gerald, and to entreat him not to intermeddle in the affairs of the 
insurgents in Ireland. He was not present [in London}. I sent him 
‘sn intimation that I had something to say to him. Accordingly he came 
fo London. Iepoke to him on thet subject. He smured me that, 

the warm interest which he took in all that related to 
his country, he was there but a cipher. I left him there, and set out, 
Tendering an account ta his friends on my retaro. Since that time I 
sve neither had any knowledge of, nor the least concern in, those afthirs, 
having lived quietly at my country-house, called Reinbeck, two leagues 
from Hamborg, in the territory of Holstein. 

For the rest, I ar ready to answer eny questions about this affair, or 
about any others that specially concern myvelf, to give unequivocal 
Proofs of the real veneration and attachment to the cause which the 
British Government is defending with such vigour and glory, sud which 
‘very sentiments decided me to come and settle in thie country. 


Latter from Lord Edward Fitsgerald referred to in M. Jagerhorn's 
Esamination. 


M. Jagerhorn Bparila. 
Sir—I thank you heartily for your letter, and for reminding me 
of the agreeable moments that we passed with our friends at Silk. 1 
was on the polnt of setting out for London, to escort one of my sisters, 
and I reckon to a certainty on seeing you: so expect me. M. Paden- 
heim, who starts this evening, will deliver this letter. I mean to be 
off to-marrow evening. 
‘Your friend, with much respect, ER 


Esamination of M. Jagerhora. : 

Qvestion.—On behalf of whom did you receive the commission to 

speak to Lord Fitzgerald, in England?—Asswer. Of General Valence, 
About what time ?—Two years ago in the menth of April, 

‘What were the precise instructions given you by General Velenoe ?— 
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To tell Lord E. Fitsgerald not to intermedile in the affairs of the insur- 
gente in Ireland. 

‘Did you know Loni E. Fitegerald before your arrival in England in 
1797 ?—Yeo; I knew him st Hamburg in 1796, through M. Valence, 
who was my neighbour in the country. 

‘Hod you seen him with Reinhard, the minister?—No, never. I did 
not know Reinhard, the minister, at that time, and I did not even know 
then that they had any intercourse, Bat I have known it since, 

‘How did you know since af the intercourse subsisting between them ? 
-~-I have known of it since through M. Valence, who opened himself to 
tne on this subject. 

M. Valence, then, knew that Lord E. Fitegerald had intercourse with 
Reinhard, the minister, on the subject of the affairs of Ireland ?-—Yes, 
for he spoke of it to me. 

Did M. Valence give you any address in England ?—None, exoepting 
that of Lord E. Fitsgerald in Ireland. 

Had you not the address of some merchants in London ?—Yes, for 
Mesers, Theluseon and Goldmnid. 

In what house did you meet Lord ¥. Fitegerald ?—At the house where 
‘I lodged in the Minories, Ido not recollect the number of the honse, 
but it ia kept by a woman whose name (I believe) is Brown, about tho 
eee oh Sie re oa Se Tiga ae a ee eve Sores 


TT wr hic thal ates you?——M, Nimer, chaplain to the minister 
of Sweden. 

‘Who brought Lord E. Fitagerald to you?—Nobody : I had given him 
any address. 

In what manner had you communicated your address to him PI seut 
to Dublin one of my friends, s Swede, who had travelled with me from 
‘Yarmouth to London. 

‘What is the name of that friend?—M. Padenheim. He had come 
over on business, having been in the service of the Sierra Leone Com- 
peuy. 

Did you give him « verbal commission P—No, only a letter, scaled in 
such « manner thet be could not know anything of the contents. 

Did he bring you a written answer?— No, only « verbal answer, thet 
Lord E. F. was to bring his sister in about a fortaight, and would then 
call to see me. 

Were you not charged to deliver to Lord E. F. s letter from ecme- 
‘body ?—No, not to my lord, but to my lady, from Mademoiselle Mathie- 
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son, This letter was given to me open: it contained nothing but good 
wishes for her health, and to see her happy. 

‘What did you say to Lord F. in the letter which you wrote to him? 
—I told him that I bad come to this country, and that I should be very 
glad to ace him again, and to renew my acquaintance with lum, and that 
‘Thad, moreover, things to communicate to him on behalf of his friends 
at Hambarg. 

Did Lord E. F. come several times to see you?—No; only a ingle 
time. 

In the morning or the evening ?—In the morning, about 11 o'clock. 

‘How long did he stay with you P—Till between 3 and 4 o'clock in the 
afternoon, 

Af this interview, did Lord F. appear disposed to follow your advice? 
—Yes; he appeared to yield to my advice, and with the stronger reason, 
Decause he spoke of the affairs of the insurgents as being almoet desperate, 

‘Did he speak to you, at this time, of « man named M'Kenxie?—No. 

Or of one Smith ?—No. 

In what manner did he speak to you about the affairs of the insur- 
gents being almost desperate ?—He said that they had neither arms nor 
munitions, nor even money, nor any hope of foreign aid, and that ont af 
100,000 United Irishmen there were but 6000 who were arnied. 

Did he name to you any of his friends among the United Irish ?—Nos 
he talked ® great deal about Loche's expedition, and said that if this 
general had gone to the North there would have been greater proba- 
bility of a rising. 

Do you kuow M. Dahlman, s Swedish officer ?—Yea. 

How long have you known him ?—Ever since 1792, at which period I 
knew him in Paris. I ssw hima for the last time when leaving Hamburg. 

‘Has he been in the servico of Francef—No, never. 

‘Who is the M. Ferrier, whose address I find in your pocket-book P— 
It is the name assuméd by General Valence. 

Who wrote that letter which I find in your pocket-book, dated “the 
28d,” beginning with the words, “Ihave a journey to make,” and ending 
“My friendship ean only offer you ite good wishes,” and signed F. A, 
with a postecript which ends with the word “ coonomy P” — General 
‘Valence, and, as I believe, during wy stsy in England. : 

‘Who is the person mentioned by the designation of “ your Ameriesa 
friend "Probably Lord Edward Fitzgerald. 

‘Who is the person spoken of under the name of “your consin ?”— 
Apparently, M. Padenheim. 
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‘How did you reseive this letter ?—By the post, I think, 

‘How conld the people of the Post Office find ont your address, since it 
is not specified on the letter ?—Probably it came under cover to some 
frlend or other; I do not recollect to whom. 

Have yon any kind of cipher, ar words agreed upon to express certain 
things with Lord E. F,?-—-No; nothing of the sort. 

‘From whom is the letter found in your pocket-book, nddressed “A 
‘Monsieur Jigerhors Sporils," without date, and signed, “ Your friend 
with much respect, E. F.?"—It ia from Lord E. F. 

‘Then you were mistaken when you told me that M. Padenheim brought 
you a verbal and not a written answer?—Yes; I had forgotten, 

‘What is the meening of the word “ Silh” in that letter ?”— It is the 
country-seat of M. Valence, where I made acquaintance with Lond 
EF. 

Did you know M. Padenheim before you left Hamburg, in April, 
1797 P—Yes, I knew hit before: he bas even stayed some days at my 
house in the country. 

Hod you communicated to him the plan of your journey >—-Yes; the 
plan, but not the object. 

Did you settle where to meet him in London?—Yes; at the Swedish 
minister's, 

Do you know whether M. Padenbeim's trevelling expences were paid 
by some person, and by whom ?—I know that M. Valence gave him ten 
guiness to come to England. A moment before his departure, I met 
‘him, and proposed to pay the expences of his voyage, provided thet be 
would go with me. As be could not accompany me, M. Valence paid the 
cost of his voyage. 

Do you know the letter taken from your pocket-book, and addressed 
“To M. Jigerhorn Spurila, London?” —Yes; it is from M. de Valence. 

‘Whet does M. Valence mean by the following expression which it con- 
tains, “Notwithstanding,” &c.?—I aw not able to explain it. But this 
aust necessarily allude to the money which M. Valence gave to M. 
Padenbeim. 

‘Then it is M. Padenheim that he is speaking of, under the name of 
your friend ?—Yes; so it appears. 

‘Who is the person designated in M. Velence’s letter a» M. Th-—-f 
—I do not know. 

‘Were you the bearer of a letter or paper of some sort, written with 
white ink, from M. Valence, or whomsoever it might be, when you came 
to England ?—No, never. 
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Did you reecive any such peper written with white ink, during your 
etsy in England ?—No. 

‘Who ie the person meant by M. Valence, under the designation of his 
friend Apparently, Lord E. Fitagerald. 

‘What were the questions that you had to put to himf—I do not 
recollect any question that I was to have put to him. 

‘Have yon hed relations with M. Padenheim since your journey to 
England, in 1797? Yes; he even stayed at my house till his departure 
for Sweden. 

‘Who paid for his journey to Ireland ?—I paid for it. 

And for his return to Hamburg ?—I. 

Had you an estate near Hamburg ?—Yea; but I sold it,on the 15th of 
February last, for 36,000 crowns, 

‘What was the income from it P—Wearly 2000 crowns. 

Is that property encumbered with debts? —Yee. 

To what amount ?—32,000, 

Have you any other income?—Yes; a pension from the court of 
Bussla of 2000 rubles. It ia regularly paid to my banker at Petersburg, 

On your return to Hamburg, from your journey to England, in 
1797, did you make any report of your conversation with Lord KE, F., 
and to whom ?—TI did make ane to M. Valence. 

Did you make it verbally, or in writing? —I made it ‘poth verbally 
and in writing. 

‘What did M, Valence do with that report? —I know nothing sbout 
that. 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
Private, ‘Whitehall, April 8, 1799. 
My dear Lord-—I am directed by the Duke of Portland to 
transmit to your Lordship the cnclosed intelligence from Ply- 
mouth, relative to a projected descent on Ireland, and J am to 
desire your Lordship will lay the same before the Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, for his Excellency’s information. 
I have the honour to be, &., 
Wittiam WicknaM. 


Intelligence from Mr. Hawker, Plymouth. 
On the 4th inst., at 8 p.xt., arrived hore (Plymouth) the 
Swedish brig Count Wrangel, Captain Danbourg, from Dieppe, 
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in ballast, bound to Norfolk, Virginia. In her came passenger 
Captain John Lennan (late commanding the schooner privateer 
Young Jonah): he reporta he left Dieppe the 3rd inst., about 
noon (msde his eecspe), and that a requisition was to take 
place throughout the coast on the 15th Germinal (4th April), 
on all privateers, and, aa they return, their people (and all 
fishermen) are taken from them to equip the grand armament 
now preparing for a descent on Ireland ; it is reported no less 
than forty ships of war (of all sizes) will sail to protect them. 
In addition to which information, he informs me of another 
expedition preparing for St. Domingo (by report), consisting 
of four sail of the line, and a sufficient number of transports 
to embark 15,000 troops, the whole of which is going forward 
under the direction of Commodore Barney (an American), who 
is invosted with high powers over them. Seventeen large ships 
are ougaged as a part of this flotilla. 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 

Whitehall, April 10, 1799, 
My Lord—I am directed by the Duke of Portland to 
transmit to your Lordahip the enclosed copy of information of 
the principal movements and occurrences at Brest during the 
month of March, 1799, communicated by Captain D’Auvergne, 
Prinoe of Bouillon; and I am to request that your Lordship 
will ley the same before the Lord-Lioutenant for his Excel- 

leney’s information. 
T havo the honour to be, &., 
Wriiaw WIckHaAM, 


Substance of the information received the 6th of April, of the 
principal movements and occurrences at Brest during the 
month of March, 1799. 

Brest, March 15.—The frigates La Cornélie and Fraternité 
sailed the lat of March, to meet a convoy from Rochefort to 
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Bourdeanx, that had put in Benandot under the escort of the 
five corvettes, La Mignonne, Enfant Prodigue, le Veutour, 
le Berooau, and la Levrette. In the evening, the two frigates 
met an English frigate in the Race, and passed within pistol- 
shot. The English asked their names in English, and the 
Fratemité and Cornélie made their private signals, which 
drew the fire of the English frigate. The formor, not being 
ready for action, prepared during the night, but at daylight 
were out of sight of the English ship, but wore joined by the 
frigates la Charente, Is Bravoare, and la Semillante, from 
L’Orient, and who chased the former two as far as Groiais, 
before they wore overtaken and known. The corvettes and 
convoy from Benaudet came in the night of the let, having 
lost eight brigs on their passago, that had been taken by two 
English frigates. 

Accounts from L’Orient state thst the Argonanute, a new 
line of battle ahip, is almost completely rigged, and the Sirsne 
frigate is likewise near ready at that port to join the Brest 
division, 

March 17.—~The fleet in the Road gathers strength daily 
by the ahips that are fitted successively hauling out. There 
are this morning in the Road twenty-two line of battle ships, 
whereof the Ocean, Republician, and Terrible are three-deckera, 
four of eighty guns, two-deckors, and fiften of seventy-four 
guna: their names will be transmitted when they are arranged 
in line of battle, when the minister has arranged it. Most of 
the captains are-deatituted, and others are to be appointed im- 
mediately. It isnow known that Citizen Bruix comes to expo- 
dite the armament, and not to command it in person. 

Notwithstanding the forced levy, the crows aro still very 
weak and ill composed, having few real seamen. There are 
only the ships of the division, so long since under sailing 
orders, that aro any way complete; the rest have, on an 
average, only 400 of their ship's company on board; the 
Terrible had only twenty messes on board belonging to her 
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yesterday. N.B.—Each mess in the Fronch ships consists of 
seven individuals. 

March 18.—The Invincible hauled into the Road, as did 
the Fougueux. The Tyrannicide has got again to the trans- 
porting buoy, and will be out in a day or two, ss will the 
Centaur shortly. Large convoys of ropes, cables, and stores 
arrive daily by land, and the most active exertions are made 
in every quarter to prepare the armament; and, by the pub- 
lisity and parade that attend it, many here judge that a part 
of it only will go upon service, and the eurplus to intimidate 
by appearances: indeed, the whole will, st all events, be very 
incomplete, if it continues subdivided as it is at present. The 
rich Portuguese prize of the frigate La Bravoure was disposed 
of within these few daya. 

March 20.—The division of three ships of the line and the 
frigates are always under orders for sea, and frequently make 
domonstrations of moving, but are still here. The corvettes 
that broughit the last convoy are also under sailing orders for 
Bourdesux, Nantes, and L’Orient. 

Preparations have been made for the arrival in this town of 
7000 troopa: their destination is for embarkation, and sup- 
posed for Ireland. From the proportion of storea and sea 
provisions disposed for them, it appears they cannot be de- 
stined for a long voyage. The minister has, since his arrival, 
accelerated the equipment, by attributing every store where 
it was most wanting: no expence is spared to convey them 
hither by land; 1200 waggons (chariots) and teams are 
in requisition, betwoen this and Laval on the road east- 
ward. 

Apri] 1.—The Tyrannicide is still at the transporting buoy. 
‘The only change in the Road since the 17th ult, in the fleet ia 
the addition of the Invincible and Fougueux. Notwithstanding 
the activity of the colounes mobiles in their pursuit of sea- 
faring mon, very fow only are brought in, as the country 
speople universally secrete them. Orders have beon given to 
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quarter troope upon the familiea who have seafaring relations, 
and who neglect to appear when called upon. 

‘The frigates Cornélie and la Fraternité have come into the 
harbour, and are disarmed, for the purpose of distributing 
their crews in the line of battle ships. An English privateor, 
named the Tartar, was bronght into Brest on the 30th by 
LUtile, privateer of Bourdeaux, 

Accounts were likewise received from Rochefort at the 
bureau, that one line of battle ship and three frigates are 
completely rigged, and near ready, to join tho Brost division, 
with whom they expect to be by the latter end of Germinal 
{about the middle of April), A part of tho Belgic conscrip- 
tion levies (about 1200) arrived at Brest the Ist of April. 
The only changes yet known are: Citizon Delmotte, Oontre- 

Amiral, has, since the arrival of the minister, executed the 
functions of Oommander-in-Chief in the Road; and tho 
Contre-Amiranx Bedouin and Courand command the van and 
rear divisions, and Chef-de-Division. Linvis, is appointed Major- 
General of the fleet, and the Chef-de-Division, Pallidre, Adju- 
tant-General. Citizen Rividre, who waa for a second time 
taken this war in the Hercule by the Mare, is appointed to 
the command of the Terrible. The whole of the seamen to 
whom pay was due were paid three months last Docado. 

D°Avvereng, Prince of Bouillon, 
Jersey, 6th April, 1799. 


Lord Castlereagh to the Duke of Portland. 
Dublin Castle, April 12, 1799, 
My Lord—The Regency Bill was last night committed. I 
stated the inadequacy of the Bill as then before the House, 
expressing my readiness to support it, if it was made a com- 
plete remedy for the evil it admitted, which could only be 
done by leaving the entire regulation of the regal power to the 
Parliament of Great Britain. Considering the measure as 
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only going to remedy one of the many cases in which a similar 
inconvenience might arise, I did not feel myself justified in 
taking part by moving any amendment in epplying so inade- 
quate and feeble a remedy. 

‘The alterations made in committee by Mr. Fitegerald have 
rendered the Bill atill more incomplete and absurd, and it is 
my intention to-morrow, on the report, to propose that it bo 
rejected. The Speaker, in the Committee, made his long 
threatened speech. It was of above fonr hours’ duration, 
embracing an infinite variety of topics, and delivered with ani- 
mation and ability. It was the speech of an able partisan in a 
bad cause, everything escrificed to popular impression ; but well 
calenlated to impress every class of men with aversion to the 
measure of Union. It was pointedly hostile to Mr. Pitt, 
Nothing could be more undeserved than his observations aa 
addressed to him. It was » speech of considerable impression 
as such, but not calculated to produce an effect to be appre- 
hended, should he think fit to give it to the world. I consider 
it advantageous that the Speaker has had an opportunity of 
doing his best. We have encountered our principal adversary, 
and his arguments will be well understood and answered before 
the subject comes again into decision. 

The House betrayed less warmth on the question than 
formerly, but still I seo no perceptible change within our walls, 
which could render the present prosecution of the measure in 
Say Sear peste I have the honour, &., 

OasTLEREAGH. 


Lord Castlereagh to Mr. Pitt, 
Private. Dublin Castle, April 14, 1799. 
My dear Sir—I am directed by Lord Cornwallia to state to 
you the result of the opinion which he has been led to form 
‘after communicating with the principal friends of Government 
on the subject referred to his Excellency’s decision in your 
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letter of the 7th. He perfectly agrees in opinion with you 
that Ireland, to stand entitled to the accommodation of raising 
Toney under your saspices in the British market, must adopt 
the principle of raising an equsl proportion of her supplies 
within the year, The messuresuggested of taxingincome, though 
certainly connected with much grester difficulties in ita eollec- 
tion, from the disturbed state of the country, than a land-tax 
of equal amount, sppears preferable as tending to assimilate 
the system of the two countries, and to establish a eriterion of 
their respective resources which may hearafter be of advan- 


His Exoellonoy is equally convinced that this measuré 
should on no account be suffered to be involved or connected. 
with the Union, were even the temper of Parliament at this 
moment prepared for the adoption of that measure. So 
strongly is his Excellency impressed with the importance of 
this consideration, that it wonld be his advice that the inoome- 
tax should distinctly precede, and not be suffered even to ac- 
company the Union. 

With this view of the subject, 1 am to state to you the 
reasons why Lord Cornwallis considera it more expedient to 
call the Parliament together in the month of October, for the 
special purpose of considering this measure rather than to 
submit it to their consideration before the close of the present 
Seasion. 

‘The bnainess ia at present eo far advanced as to admit of 
cur adjourning in the course of next wook. The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, being altogether unprepared with msteriala 
for carrying this measure into effect, could not bring it forward 
with any advantage for a considerable time. This delay, and 
the obstractions which would infallibly be given to it by the 
Speaker and Sir John Parnell, would keep the Parliament open 
for a considerable time, and detain the members in town, when 
their services are peculiarly required with their regiments or 
at their country places. Another consideration weighs with 
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his Excellency. It would postpone the proposed dismissal, 
which have bean delayed till the close of the Session, to a dis- 
tant day, which would embarrass him with his friends as well 
sa his opponents; and the messure would now be proposed 
under considerable disadvantages, no sort of intimation having 
been given that such an intention was entertained, and it would 
‘be complained of as a surprise. 

‘The proposed delay cannot be material to the ultimate 
object, which is getting at the produce of the tax. Were it 
now onacted, the arrangements for ita collection would after- 
wards bo to be made; whereas, the whole may be so propared 
ae to come into operation immediately after the passing of 
the Bill. 

There are other reasons which induce Lord Cornwallis to 
think that a short Session before Christmas would be partica- 
larly desirable. Were the Income-tax and the Union to come 
before Parliament together at the usual time of meeting, the 
two measures would materially obstruct each other. To give 
the Income-tax the lead, if other circumstances were favourable, 
would be to postpone the Union inconveniently late in the 
Session ; whereas, by calling the Parliament in October, we 
may get thia measure out of our way. It will be taken upon 
grounds of necossity in no degreo to be traced to the project of 
Union; and, by having an opportunity of ascertaining with 
accuracy the temper of Parlisment, we shall judge with much 
greater precision of the prudence of bringing the Union for- 
ward than we could do if the members were to remain dis- 
perted till the usual period for meeting. This disadvantage 
waa severely felt on the late occasion. 

Lord Cornwallis trusts the reasons which I have stated will 
induce you to concur with him in opinion that it is inexpedient 
to submit the measure to Parliament at the close of the present 
Session, and, if it is, that you will be disposed to give the pro- 
ference that he does, to the suggestion of assembling the Par- 
Tiament in October, rather than letting it stand over till the 
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month of Jaonary. In the mean time, the difficulty will be 
distinctly intimated to Parliament that naturally and justly 
occura to our raising the very large loans required for the 
service of Ireland in the British market, and that the country 
must be prepared to make corresponding exertions in a fature 
Session with their fellow-subjects of Great Britain. In the 
mean timo his Excellency relies on your assistance. 

I shall not fail to arrange with the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer a clause by which the Quit Rents shall be mortgaged 
to Great Britain for the additional million which you propose 
to obtain for us, A similar provision was, as you will obsorve, 
made in the Bill of last year (a copy of which I enclose in 
favour of the Bank of Ireland, in case of their being prevailed 
on to advance upon the Quit Rents. It will only, in the pro- 
sent instance, be necessary to vary the terms, so as to cover 
whatever rate of interest the money romitted may bear. The 
sale can always be regulated under the existing powers of the 
Act, according to your wishes, and the valuo of the Quit Rents 
will, when sold, liquidate the capital. 

I have the honour, &c., 
CasTLEREAGH. 


Lord Castlereagh to the Duke of Portland. 
Dublin Castle, April 14, 1799. 
My Lord—The business of our Session bas ran into groater 
length than was apprehended, when I Inst had the honour of 
addtessing your Grace. There are four or five Bille still in 
progress, which will keep us sitting till the middle or ond of 
next week. Your Grace will perceive that thie after-sossion 
could not have been avoided ; and, as circumstances have 
turned out, I do not think that any unfavourable consequences 
are likely to roault from it. Tho Speaker's hostility being de- 
cided beyond all question, it certainly is advantageous that his 
attack should have been wasted, at a moment when the ques- 
tion of Union was not really at issue. Although his speech 
VOL I. 2: 
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has had its effect, there will be ample time for combating his 
arguments before the subject is again brought into discussion ; 
and that it may be done with success your Grace will have 
little doubt when you have perused his arguments an published 
by himself, 

The discussion and decision on the Regency Bill has been of 
much service to the cause of Union: by throwing the labouring 
car ontiroly upou the opposite party, we have obtained a complete 
admission of the danger resulting from the present principlo of 
connection and of their inability to remove it, without alter 
ing and surrendering up their final and immutable settlement 
of 1782. The measure was brought forward to place Govern- 
ment in the dilemma of refusing a remedy to an evil on which 
thoy relied, or of diminishing the necessity for a Union, by 
providing for the case of Begency. The attempt has completely 
failed ; the dilemma has been thrown back on the proposors, 
by compelling them to relinquish this attempt as impracticable, 
unless they purposed to surrender up their Parliamentary in- 
dependence, and with it their assertions that the settlement of 
1782 was fandemontal and irrevocable. 

Notwithstanding a visible impression produced by the 
Speaker's argument, I can confidently assure your Grace that 
the measure of Union is making its way in proportion as it is 
canvassed and understood. At the same time, I feel it my 
duty to guard your Grace's mind against an impression which 
might lead to disappointment, namely, as to the degree in which 
the public sentiment has undergone s change. The clamour 
has certainly subsided and the measure has more open advo- 
cates who were before silent; but I cannot perceive either in 
or out of Parliament that impression which can lead me to 
form sny opinion of when the measure may be carried. Within 
the House, some persons who were not decided on alate occasion 
are now more explicit, but 1 cannot as yetreckon on many declared 
converta, I only mention the subject in this point of view, 
and think it of importance to state that, although the difficul- 
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ties which stand in our wey may yield without any very 
considerablo delay, yet we must neither be dispirited nor 
disappointed if the resistance should prove obstinate, and the 
Opposition be kept together to ® degree which may render the 
accomplishment of the measure in the next Session extremely 
problematical. 

In anawer to a letter from Mr. Pitt relating to an Income 
Tax in this country, I threw out, by the Lord-Lieutenant’s 
directions, for consideration, the expediency of calling the 
Parliament in October, with view to that measure. A Ses- 
sion before Christmas would enable us to feel our ground with 
certainty as to Union. It clearly is of importance not to risk 
a second failure, and no other means occur hy which the dis- 
position of the House may be ascertained so aa to enable your 
Grace and the King’s Ministers to form your determination, 
and to take your measures as to bringing on the question, 
without being exposed on the one hand to act upon uncertain 
grounds, and on the other having your decision eo long delayed 
aa to waste a portion of the usual session after Christmas, 
which might otherwise be advantageously employed in the 
fartherance of the measure. 


I have the honour to ba, & , 
CasTLEREAGH. 


Michael Burks, Esq. to Lord Custlereagh, 
Ballydogan, April 16, 1799. 
My Lord—1 send you a letter I received from Mr. Blake, 
father of our member, stating his sentiments and those of 
several other Catholics, respecting the Union, In a late con- 
verestion I had with him, he came over to our opinion, but 
has since changed it on account of the Catholic claims. I 00, 
by Mr. Foster's speech, that he throws out hopes to the 
Catholios of obtaining their claims from s separate Parliament. 
‘As, by his conduct on the question of Union, he has sacrificed 
the peace and prosperity of the country to gratify his pride 
T2 
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und ambition, be will of course, when he thinks it necessary, 
alto sacrifice to the same objects his favourite plan and prin- 
ciple, if any he hag, of excluding the Catholics. 

I think I know their sentiments tolerably well; if they find 
that Foster and those Anti-Unionists who have hitherto 
opposed their claims, now encourage their hopes of strongly 
supporting them, they will, im general, oppose the Union 
strongly, as they consider they would have much more weight 
when admitted into a separate, than they would in a United 
Parliament. They aleo consider that, on the decease of the 
King, or the removal of Mr. Pitt (both events, I hope, 
far distant from us), their claima will be admitted. If, 
therefore, it is the intention of Government to admit those 
claims at the time of a Union, they can't be too soon in 
making it known to them, to prevent their getting into the 
dangerous hands of Mr. Foster and his associates. Those of 
our religion, who may apprehend their being admitted at some 
fature period, under s separate Parliament, may now probably 
consent to their being admitted into the United Parliament, 
to guard against the dangers they apprehend to the Con- 
stitution and Church Establishment, from the former taking 


I consider that Mr. Foster is getting into Mr. Grattan’s 
politios, and, I think, will be yet held in the same estimation 
by the loyal friends of British connexion. His speech has, if 
possible, fortified me more in the early opinion I formed on 
this question, when I find the man on whom so many seem to 
rely on this question obliged to resort to factious, and, I think, 
disloyal sentiments to support it; but, if Government are 
either intimidsted or deterred from persevering in the only 
measure likely to save the country, they are not deserving of 
the confidence, which, I trust, they possess, of the truly loyal 
and disinterested men, and friends of British connexion in it, 

Tam, &. 
Micsaen Bourke. 
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PS. Some of the Speaker's assertions are fully disproved 
by this County. A County meeting waa held in it. ‘The friends 
of Union, considering that reason and moderation would not 
be listened to, from their knowledge of some of those who 
attended it, and who were the orators st it ; one of them, Mr. 
Peter D—, well known for factious conduct (the other, a 
man turned out of a corps on suspicion of disloyalty), did not 
attend. A Protest has appeared, containing property to four 
times the amount of all those who attended it, and # majority 
of those aa yet committed on the question. It must be ob- 
served that the friends of Union are very much increased in 
this County since that period. There were, indeed, some very 
loyal and good men at that meoting, who, on any occasion, 
Tnion or no Union, will support the peace and Government 
of the country against Separatists. 


The Lord Chancellor to the Lord-Lieutenant, 
Ely Placo, April 18, 1799. 

My dear Lord—I cannot be responsible for any mis-atate- 
mont of what may fall from me in Parliament; for, if any 
alarm for the Institution at Maynooth has been sounded, moat 
certainly it con have no foundation in anything which was 
statod by me, as I did distinctly and repeatedly say that I con- 
sidered it now to be a great national object, and casential to 
the public security, that there should be a well-regulated Aca- 
demy in Ireland for the education of Catholics. But it would 
have been an idle waste of time and 9 mockery of the House 
of Lords to have originated any Regulation there, even if there 
had beon time now to enter into eo difficult a subject, in a Bill of 
Appropriation sent up by the Commons. If we had pretended to 
originate any such, it would have been rejected by the Com- 
mops for that reason alone, if no other objection was made to 
it. There can be nothing so easy as to dissipate any alarm 
which may have arison by introducing s new Bill of Appropria- 
tion of s moderate sum, if any is really wanted to support the 
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College st Maynooth for the current year, without any clause 
which may be construed into a legislative sanction of their 
present establishment, which I am quite clear, if it were to re- 
ceive » permanent sanction, would enable the Popish prelates 
of this country to subvert the Government of it in ten years, 
Tt seems to be a complete Irish idea first to make an Establish- 
ment, and then to take the chance for guarding against the 
maladministration of it. 

Your Excellency may be aasured that, if the Oatholics are 
given to understand they can have such an Establishment only 
on terms compatible with ita due administration, they will aub- 
mit to the terms. But, if we first sanction the Establishment 
on their terma, and then desire to contro] them in the adminis- 
tration of it, they will raise a clamour with some plausible 
ground for it. 

Believe me, &0., 
Crane. 


Lord Cornwallis to the Lord Chancellor of Ireland. 
Phonix Park, April 18, 1799. 

My dear Lord—I neither meant to accuse your Lordship of 
intending any serious mischief to this country, nor to defend 
the Establishment of Maynooth from the charges of abuse and 
mismanagement which you so clearly stated. Had the Honse 
of Lords gone no further than to propose the means of reform- 
ing the abuses, to restrain the shameful expenditare of the 
public money, and to restrict the Establishment to the original 
objects of its institution, there could have been no plausible 
grounds for sounding a general slarm amongst the Catholics. 
But I am sorry to say thats very different construction was 
put upon the proceedings of the House of Lords, and there was 
not a person amongst those whom I saw on Tuesday morning 
who did not conceive that the institution of Maynooth was 
entirely done away: and many of them were 60 blinded by 
their Protestant zeal as to exult exceedingly in the justice of 
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the punishment which thoy concsived to bo thereby inflicted 
on the Catholics for their late offences. 

‘When that opinion universally prevails at Dublin, thera 
can bo no doubt that the emissaries of faction as well as of 
treason will be very active in conveying it to every corner of 
the kingdom, and that it will most powerfally tend to inflame 
the minds of the Catholies of all orders against the Govern- 
ment, on the evil consequences of which it is I am gure unne- 
cessary for me to expatiate. 

I conceive it therefore to be necessary that either zomething 
should be said in Parliament, or some other public means taken 
to quiet the minds of the people, and to convince them that itis 
not the intention of the Leglislature to destroy the institution ; 
and I should be much obliged to your Lordship if you will 
have the goodnoss to suggest the mode which may appear to 
you the most proper for effecting this purpose. 

I have the honour, &., 
CoRnWALLis, 


Lord Castlereagh to the Duke of Portland. 

Private. ‘Dublin Castle, April 26, 1799. 
My Lord—The Lord-Lieutenant has apprized your Grace 
of the unexpected interruption given to the grant for the 
Catholic College in the Lords, in postponing the consideration 
of the Bill till the lat of August. The Chancellor's object wae 
to have s new Bill, with further provisions for the regulation 
of that seminary, sent up from the Commons. His Lordship 
was not aware that the orders of Parliament preclude us from 
bringing in a second Bill on the same subject, one having 
already passed this Session, and being yet ponding in the other 
House. Had it been amended and sent down, no difficulty 
would have occurred. Finding, upon consultation with the 
Speaker, that it could not be done, I nevertheless thought it 
Tight to move for leave in the House, which gave me an op- 
portunity of removing any unfavourable impression which this 
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transaction might have made, and of stating that it would be 
the duty of Government, under the sanction of the provision 
made by the Commons for the support of the institution, to 
take care that it did not suffer or fall into decay, should the 
rising of Parliament before the Ist of August preclude the 
Lords from deciding on the Bill sent up for their consideration. 
Under this explanation and the opinion of tho chair, I with- 
drew the motion. The subject being actually before the 
Lords by Bill, mado it inexpediont, if not altogether unparlin- 
mentary, to proceed by address, 

At the late aasizes at Clonmell, two actions were tried, and 
verdicts obtained upon them against Mr. Fitagerald, for acts 
done by him during the Rebellion in the execution of his office 
as High Sheriff.t In consequence of this, various actions have 


1 The following is oue of the cases to which Lord Castlereagh 
alludes :—“Mr. Thomas J. Fitzgerald seized in Clonmel a gentleman of 
the name of Wright, against whom no grounds of suspicion could be con- 
jectured by bis neighbours, caused five hundred lashes to be inflicted on 
him in the severest ruanner, and confined him several days without per- 
mitting his wounds to be dressed, s0 that his recovery from such a state 
‘of Incerstion could hardly be expected. In a tris] at law after the 
Tebellion, in action of damages brought by Wright, against this magis- 
trate, the innocence of the plaintiff appeared vo manifest, even at a time 
‘when prejudice ran amazingly high against persons accused of dis 
loyalty, that the defendant was sentenced to pay £500 to the prosecutor. 
‘Many other actions on similar grounds would have been commenced if 
the Parliament had not put a stop to such proceedings, by an act of in- 
demnity for all errors committed by magistrates from supposed zeal in 
the public service. A letter, written in the French language, found in 
the pocket af Wright, was hastily considered as a proof of guilt, though 
the letter was of e perfectly innocent natare."—Gordos's Histary of 
the Rebellion. 

‘This Fitegerald was the same person whose seal in the discovery af 
offenders is recorded in the Life of Sir John Moore. Wheu that 
general, on the march from Fermoy, entered the town of Cloghecn, he 
saw with disgust s man tied up in the street and under the lash, while 
the street iteelf was lined with country people on their knees, with their 
‘bate off: nor was that disgust repressed when he was informed that the 
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been brought not only against him but against many other 
who were active in repressing the disaffected. 
Nothing could be more fatalto the King’s interests than an 
impression obtaining that the Bill of Indemnity was inadequate 
to protect those who had acted for the public service with good 
intentions, however in a moment of struggle and warmth 
they might have erred in point of discretion. Nothing can ba 
more explicit than the words of the law are upon this subject ; 
and, there can be no doubt that, if soundly and clearly ex- 
pounded by the Bench, and correctly acted upon by the jury, 
protection is completely afforded by them to every man whom 
the Legislature could possibly mean to protect. But when 
these transactions come to be reviewed at 2 cooler moment, the 
act of violence is proved, when it is impossible for the defendant 
to adduce evidence to the whole of the circumstances under 
which he acted. here is alandable disposition in the Bench 
to condemn what appears, as the case is stated, a severity not 
altogether called for; the circumstances aro strongly coloured 
by the plaintiff's counsel; and the jury ultimately find their 
verdict rather upon the question of whether the defendant ex- 
ercised a sound discretion than whether he acted bond fide with 
a fair intention for the public service. 
Foreseeing that many actions, tending to keep alive animo- 
sitios, are likely to be brought to trial, it has been thought 
expedient by the Crown Lawyers, with the approbation of tho 
Chancellor, to introduce » short Bill, requiring the jury, in all 
actions when the defendant pleads that he acted for the aup- 
pression of the Rebellion, in case they find for the plaintiff, to 
find that the defendant acted maliciously and not with an intent 
to suppress the Rebellion, otherwise the verdict to be null and 
“void ; and that, on all such actions, it shall be competent for 
the judge to certify against the verdict, if it shall be for 
‘High Sheriff, Mr. Fitegersid, was making great discoveries, and that he 
bad siready flogged the trath out of many respectable persons. His rule 
was “to flog each person till he told the truth.” 
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the plaintiff, and upon such certificate a nonsuit shall be 
entered. 

It ia considered that this will bring the jury to decide in all 
eases upon the true question st issue; the quo anime with 
which the dofendant acted, as it wonld be a little hard npon 
the defendant to be prepared for years after the fact to prove 
that his conduct was altogether pradent or justified by the 
strict necessity of the case. The certificate of the judge 
will guard against the improper findings of disaffected juries, 
to which a country so disturbed and corrupted cannot but be 
liable. 

Leas than this, I trust your Grace will be of opinion could 
not be done without leaving our friends most unpleasantly 
exposed: more I should hope is altogether unnecessary, as I 
cannot conceive that any man should be indemnified, who ap- 
pears to a jury to have acted maliciously, and in which opinion 
the Bench concurs. 

Within these few days, the practice of houghing has been 
revived on the borders of Olare and Galway, in a small degree. 
The most active measures will be taken to repress it. The 
kingdom in general is much less disturbed than it was. 

T have the honour to be, &., 
CasTLEREAGH. 


The Bishop of Meath to Lord Castlereagh. 
‘New Bond Street, April 27, 1799. 

My Lord—I hope your Lordship will not think that I ob- 
tyude myself upon your notice improperly, or that I presume 
on the marks of attention with which you have often honoured 
me, to interfere with my opinions on a subject that hss 
engaged much of your Lordship’s time and attention, when 
you neither called for nor expected them. I have too good 
cause to be permuaded of your Lordship's candour and indal- 
gence, not to rely on your doing justice to the motives by 
which I am actuated in taking sach a liberty, and in them I 
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trust you will kindly search for reasons to excuae to yourself 
what, without such allowance, you might well receive aa for- 
ward and officions, 

After this necessary apology, I think J can assume to my- 
self a further plea. From the attention I have paid to the 
establishmout of the Roman Ostholic College at Maynooth, I 
considered it to be one of those objects which, in the eituation 
to which your Lordship was so instrumental in raising me, 
required a considerable share of my observation. The interesta 
of religion and the public morals could not fail of being mate- 
rially affected by such an institution ; and it was of the greatest 
consequence to seo that, planned as it had been in the soundest 
policy and truest wisdom, ita purposes should not be frastrated 
by the manner of regulating and conducting it. 

Whether it was wise at the present moment to irritate the 
minds of the Roman Catholics by the late decision of the 
Lords, your Lordship may be assured is not a question on 
which I shall presume to enter. Iam happy to hear that it 
is not to be final as to the institution itself, but that your 
Lordship haa wisely determined to revive it by a new bill. It 
is in this stage of the business that I am encouraged to submit 
my observations to your Lordship. 

‘One of the great objects of the institution was to bring the 
education of the Roman Oatholic clergy, on whom the morals 
and conduct of the Roman Catholic body so exclusively depend, 
into contact with the Government, and to subject them, ss far 
as might be, without outraging their religious prejudices, under 
its control. For the accomplishment of this object, I thought, 
from the very first, that the Board of Trusteos was improperly 
constituted. The great majority were Roman Catholics, and 
the few Protestants who were joined to them seemed to have 
Deon nominated rather as a compliment, than ss forming an 
active and efficient part of their body. It ia certain that in 
no instance (and one or two of very great importance, such as 
the expulsion of the United Irish Students, and the removal 
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of Hussey, have occurred), did any of the Protestant Trustees 
interfore, nor were they ever called in by the others; 1 very 
humbly submit to your Lordship whether occasion might not 
now be taken to correct what I account a great error. I sub- 
mit whether, in addition to the present number of Protestant 
Trustees, the Archbishop of Dublin, as Metropolitan, the 
Bishop of Kildare, as the Diocesan, and some additional 
officers of the Crown, should not be appointed, whether it 
should not be provided that, for all the great objects of the 
institution, in its management, its discipline, or the nomination 
of its members, no meeting of the Board should be held with- 
out proper notice being given to the Protestant Trustees, and 
a specified number of them being present, and whether, alto- 
gether and of the whole body appointed, there should not be 
& majority of Protestants. 

A circamstance has already occurred to prove how essential 
such « regulation must be to the great objects of Government 
in forming the institution—I mean, the removal of Hussey. 
Although the Roman Catholic Trustees, and particularly the 
greater number of their bishops, were very willing to drive 
him from amongst them, through personal envy and hatred, 
yet they neither dared nor would avow the cause for which 
Government callod for his removal. It was not the inflamma- 
tory doctrines he advanced in his pastoral letter, nor the 
miachievous tendency of the spiritual tyranny he proposed to 
establish, that was given to him as the motive for not suffering 
him to be any longer at the head of gn establishment designed 
to promote the public tranquillity. They had recourse to the 
subterfuge of hia being absent from the kingdom, and thus 
every advantage to be derived from the example was effectually 
frustrated. 

I have observed that they neither dared nor would place 
‘this expulsion on the ground on which alone it could answer 
the purposes of Government. They dared not, as Hussey 
could have appealed against them to their spiritual superior, 
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for having punished him for enforeing the discipline of 
the Chareh of Rome, snd they would not, as they had, 
every ono of them, in their respective dioceses, adopted his 
system, and vigorously compelled their clergy to carry it 
into effect. 

I perfectly agree with the Chancellor, that a Protestant 
Government and a Protestant Legislature would act a most 
absurd and inconsistent part in continuing, at an immense 
national oxpence, an establishment, the conductors and teachers 
of which maintain, and consequently ineuleate to their pupils, 
a principle of inextinguishable opposition and enmity to the 
Established Ohurch; but, if his specch has been properly 
reported in the newspapers, he has taken no notice of what is 
most dangerous and insufferable in the system on which the 
Roman Oatholic Bishops have agreed to act, and which ia 
openly and daringly avowed in Hussey’s letter—I mean, the 
regulation of deterriag by menaces of excommunication, and 
immediate exclusion from all the benefits and bleasings of the 
Church, such parents as shall send their children to be edu- 
cated at Protestant schools. The worst enemies of Ireland 
could not devise a scheme more effectually calculated to keep 
this description of the king's subjects » distinct people for 
ever, and to maintain eternal enmity and hatred between then. 
and the Protestant body. It was obviously a scheme to raise 
8 spiritoal wall of separation between them, in the plac of 
that civil wall which the Legislature had removed, and to 
counteract the effects of ¢hat liberal intercourse, which every 
friend of his country rejoiced to see so generally taking 
place, but from which the Roman Catholic Priests, im- 
prudently left to depend for their subsistence on the number 
of their respective congregations, naturally dreaded to be the 
sufferers, 

+ his was precisely the same tyranny of which they had 
themselves 20 long complained, as violating the first principles 
of nature, by denying the parent the right of educating his 
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child as seemed best to himeelf. It differed only in the nature 
of the punishment, and it was the more oppressive, as they 
are more inexorable in inflicting their spiritual than the Legis- 
latare ever was its civil penalties, 

Bat this was not the only evil to be apprehended from this 
system of exclusive education. It was obviously calculated to 
bring into their own hands the education of all the lower orders 
throughout the kingdom. Of this I had myself # convincing 
proof in the Diocese of Ossory, some short time before I was 
removed from it. In several parishes, the ministers com- 
plained to me that their Protestant schoolmasters had thrown 
‘up their schools. The Roman Catholica had withdrawn alt 
their children, and the Protestants were not sufficiently 
numerous to afford them a livelihood by continuing to teach 
them. As the rale was become universal, the consequences 
must become equally so; and, as the Protestants of the 
middling and lower orders must necessarily procure some kind 
of education for their children, the instruction of the youth of 
those classes would inevitably be engrossed by the Roman 
Catholic Olergy, who have the entire direction of their 
schools. I need not observe to your Lordship how much 
more effectually this system was calculated to diminish the 
number of Protestanta in Ireland, than all the institu- 
tions which have been established at the national expence to 
increase it. 

Another dangerous part of the system avowed by Hussey, 
and put into practice by all the Boman Ostholie clergy, is that 
of denying to admit to confession or to the sacrament thoze 
servants who, in the houses of pious and devout Protestanta, 
attend their masters at their family prayors. They shail commit 
any orime and be absolved from it; but to join in prayers with 
the family whose bread they est, althongh it be notorious that 
there is nothing in those prayers that interferes with their par- 
ticular tenets, is represented to those poor creatures as a crime 
of 0 heinous a nature as not even to entitle them to approach 
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the confession-box. This is obviously in the same view of 
securing their adherents from all risk of deserting them as the 
former regulation ; but with what evident evil consequences is 
it pregnant! and can we be surprised at what so many Protes- 
tant families witnessed among their servants during the Rebel- 
lion! This spiritoal horror with which their priests took such 
peins to infuse into them against their masters proved but a 
step to arm them against their lives. Persons of that level 
cannot so nicely distinguish between their duties, They cannot 
weigh so much social good-will against so much religious ab- 
horrenco, nor understand why they are to show any fidelity 
or attachment to him, as » man, whom they are taught to hold 
in abomination, and to exclude from all communion and inter- 
course, as a Christian. Religion is allowed to be the great 
bond of society: where that is not only broken, but converted 
into an instrument of endless disunion, to what other restraints 
will s common Roman Catholic hold himself bound to submit 
in any of the relations in which he stands connected with a 
Protestant! Nothing remains to restrain or coerce him but 
the dread of punishment and the rigour of the laws; and, let 
but the circumstances of the times give him a hope of 
escaping or eluding these, and he will plunder, he will open 
his master's door to the midpight assassin, and join in his 
murder, These are words that convey no idea of criminality 
to him, and, instead of incurring guilt, he thinke he serves 
his religion. 

Connected with“this abuse, and directed to the esme object 
in that part of the system alluded to in the report of the Ohan- 
eellor's speech, that forbids all Roman Catholics to enter s 
Protestant Church, to assist at a Protestant sermon or exhor- 
tation, or to receive any kind of moral or religious instruction 
from s Protestant minister. As this is one of the greatest 
objecta of their dread, so they inexorably punish all who trane- 
gress with public excommunication, With na in England, ex- 
communication has long been disused ; but even when it made 
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a part of the practical discipline of the Established Chureh, it 
required s regular legal course of proceedings in the Eccle- 
siastical Courts. But the Roman Catholic priesta exercise 
thin dangerous engine of their power st discretion, and almost 
altogether to deter from heresy. Amongst them, it is accom- 
panied by all its ancient terrors and effects. The excommuni- 
cated person is driven from society: no one converses with 
him: no one serves, no one employs him. Of this, there came 
before me a remarkable inatance, in a man from Thomas Town, 
who, in hia family, constantly read an English Bible, and 
sometimes went to hear a sermon at the Protestant church, 
His priest admonished, but to no effect: a sentence of excom- 
munication was then publicly pronounced against him, and the 
immediate censequence was the entire lose of his business as a 
house-painter, and that he and his family were reduced to 
poverty. He was frequently advised to bring an action of 
damages against the priest; but he was afraid for his life should 
he attempt it, and he was finally obliged to quit the country. 

Your Lordship will judge whether this is an instrument to 
be left in sach hands uncontrolled and unregulated, and how 
far it ia bearable that these men should exercise an authority 
unknown to tho laws of the land, assuming a power above these 
lows, and tending to deprive the subject of his legal rights, 
beyond the most arbitrary and tyrannical exertion of the civio 
authority. 

That such s system as this deserves to be reprobated by the 
Legislature no man can deny. It is equally undeniable that 
an establishment conducted by persons engaged in reducing 
this system into practice, and in which is provided » regular 
succession of persons trained to and instructed to perpetaate 
it, should not even be tolerated, much less supported at the 
public expence. But there is a wide difference between abo- 
lishing the establishment and revising it after a proper trial ; 
between violating, in » moment, and from passion and prejau- 
dice, the faith of Government and the implied pledge of Par- 
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lisment, and endeavouring to correct the abuses that frustrate 
the intentions of Government and Parlioment, in providing 
for an institution which, if properly conducted, must be pro- 
ductive of the greatest public good. I would indisputably 
enter into a thorough explanation with the Roman Catholic 
Bishops on these points which I have detailed. I should 
incist on their formally and practically renouncing this dan- 
gerous system in all its parts, and on their giving a pledge 
that no such doctrines should be taught in their divinity 
schools, nor enforced by their parochisl clergy ; but, unless 
they perversely refused compliance, and so made it manifest, 
that, instead of contributing to the public pence and tran- 
quillity, and reconciling the two descriptions of his majosty’s 
subjects to each other, ite tendency must be to perpetuate 
religious divisions and animosities ; and, in place of contri- 
buting to give effect to the laws, and to securo obedience to 
the civil power, to build up s power acting independent of tho 
Jaws, and assuming an authority superior to thom, se it is 
found in Hussey’s pamphict, I ehould think it a most unwise 
measure to suffer the education of the Roman Ostholic Clergy 
to return to its old course, from which so much mischief has 
flowed to the empire, On that event they must oither go for 
their education to countries hostile to England, whore, in addi- 
tion to their religious prejudices, they will imbibo those civil 
prejudices, and that spirit of hatred and resentment, of which 
France and Spain have uniformly availed themselves, ever 
since the period of ‘the Reformation, to raise o party for them- 
selves, and excite domestic disturbances in Ireland; or they 
will be left to pick up such an education as they can find at 
home, amidat all the poverty, ignorance, and low and vicious 
habits, of the class from which they aro genorally taken, Evor 
since the establishment of the college at Maynooth, I have 
observed a great abuse of this nature; and, in an official return, 
which I made to Mr. Pelham of the schools in Kilkenny, I 
pointed it ont to him. 
VOL. UL. u 
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‘The estsblishment of Maynooth was made for such » mamber 
of students as Hursey, assisted by their bishops, returned ae 
necessary for a constant and full supply of their parochial 
clergy. ‘But, not content with this, their bishops, by a dan- 
gerous compliance with one of the regulationa of the Council 
of Trent, and an affected imitation of the bishops of the Oon- 
tinent, have established a seminary under their own immediate 
inspection, for the education of Priests in every diocese through 
the kingdom. If I can judgo of them all by what I observed 
of that in Ossory, this is a most dangerous abuse. In tho 
first place, it goes to multiply their clergy beyond calculation, 
and to make them swarm in s country where there can be no 
provision for them, and where they will, in all probability, 
minister to the vices and consult the worst prejudices of the 
lower orders to get bread. In the next place, as the students 
of these seminaries do not reside in them, but come there occa- 
sionally and at stated periods, from all the parts of each diocese, 
they must spend the greatest part of their time among their 
parents and friends, acquiring habits of idleness and of all 
the vices which abound among their own class, and must of 
course become 8 profligate and abandoned priesthood. 

‘This proves in itself the necessity of such an institution as 
that of Maynooth, and must militate against » echeme which 
I hear is in contemplation, for diminishing the number of the 
stadents to be provided for in that college. So far from this 
being » wise measure, the number necessary for the aupply of 
their parochial clergy should be maintained in its falleat extent, 
but then Government should be suthorized to insist on the 
suppression of all private seminaries, as far as they compre- 
hend the education of priests for the ministry, and that their 
bishops should give orders to none but those who have 
certificates that they have been educated at Maynooth. As 
their education is provided for by the Government and the 
Legislature, they ought to be under regulation to them aa 
the Established Church is; and they have no oooasion to 
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complain that the same measure should be dealt to one na to 
the other. 

Towe a thousand apologies to your Lordship for having 
broken in so long on your time; but I will not prolong my 
intrusion further, than to hope that your Lordship is sasured 
of the sincere attachment and high respect of, 

My Lord, your, &., &., 
T, L, Mzats. 


The Duke of Portland to Lord Cornwallis. 
‘Whitehall, April 29, 1799, 

My Lord—The information respecting the conclusion of 
your Session, which your Excellency may imagine I must have 
been for some time in expectation of your commmunicating to 
me, I had yesterday the pleasure of receiving in a letter 
(private) from Lord Castlereagh, which contains besides many 
interesting particulars, for which I desire your Excellency to 
return him my best thanks. i‘ 

In consequence of this intimation, J have the honour of 
acquainting your Excellency that I shall send you by Poyle, 
your messenger, 8 copy of the joint Address and Besolntions 
which were presented to the King by the two Houses of Par- 
Tiament on Friday last, and his Majesty's most gracious an- 
swer, the substance of which you will communicate to the 
Irish Parliament in the manner proposed by your Exeellency, 
in your intended speech at the close of the Session, s draft of 
which, I sapposo, ia now upon the road, together with notice 
of the time to which it is your intention that the House 
should adjourn, after having agreed to the remainder of the 
Bills, which sre to be transmitted for his Majesty’a approba- 
tion and consent. 

I beg leave to congratulate your Excellency on the full con- 
firmation of the good accounts which bave been received of 
the success of the Austrian arms, and have the honour to 
be, &e, PorTLaND. 

v2 
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Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
‘Whitehall, Aprit 29, 1789. 

My dear Lord—The Duke of Portland has directed me to 
transmit to your Lordship, for the Lord-Lieutenant’s informa- 
tion, the enclosed copy of 8 note which I have received from 
Mr. Balan, the Prussian Chargé d° Affaires, on the subject of 
the late journey of Captain Schouler to Ireland, and to inform 
your Lordship confidentially that there is but too much reason 
to fear that the King of Pruasia is about to recede from the 
engagement he has contracted. 

Every attention will bo paid hero to a subject of such im- 
portance to tho tranquillity of Ireland, but I am afraid that 
his Prussian Majosty’s resolution is finally taken. 

I have the hononr to be, &o., 
Witlam Wicxuam. 


M. Balin to Mr. Wickham. 
Londres, 00 26 Avril, 1799. 

M. Balan a Y honneur de faire ses complimens & Mr. Wick- 
ham, et de V'informer que le Capitaine de Schouler est revenu 
hier de VP Irlande, apres y avoir examiné ceux des ingurgens 
faite prisonniers qui sont propres & servir dans Parmée Prus- 
sienne en qualité de simples soldats. Cet officier se dispose 
maintenant A faire son rapport au Roi sur le résultat de ses 
démarches, ot ce ne sera quo lorsque Is réponse et les ordres 
ultérieura de sa Majesté seront arrivés qu'on pourra procéder 
’& Fembarquement et au transport, des recrues, que le Capitaine 
de Schouler pourra étre dans le cas de faire. M. Balan prie 
dono Mr. Wickham de vouloir bien faire en sorte qu’en attendant 
Te Gouvernement Irlandois garde en dépét les individus dea- 
tinda au service Prussien. : 

TRANSLATION. 
MM. Balan to Mr. Wickham. 
London, April 26, 1799. 

‘M. Balan has the honour to present his compliments to Mr. Wickham, 

‘and to inform him that Captain de Schouler returned yesterday from 
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Ireland, after having examined euch of the insurgents made prisoners a8 
are fit to verve in the Prussian army in quality of private soldiers. ‘This 
officer ia now preparing to make his report to the King of the result of 
hin proceedings; snd it will not be till the answer and the ulterior orders 
of his Majesty arrive, that steps can be taken for the embarkation and 
transport of the recrnits thst Ceptain de Schonler shall have occasion to. 
take, M. Bolan therefore requests Mr. Wickham to have the goodnem 
to arrange ao that in the mean time the Irish Government shall keep in 
depdt the individuals destined for the Prumian service. 


Mr. Cooke to Lord Castlereagh. 
[Without date—indorsed April, 1799.] 

My dear Lord—tI send a few of the English Acts, and a 
note on thom and others. Paper was not restricted before 
5 Geo. III. Scotland was then restricted to Notes above 20s. ; 
that restriction ia now suspended, and she may issue Notes for 
a shilling, England is limited to Notes of 20s. by 15 Geo. III, 
and of £5 by 17 Geo. IIT. These Acts, now suspended, 
except that, if any person refuses to pay Notes he lias issued 
in cash under £5, he may be compellable by a justice, and be 
liable to costs of 20 shillings. 

The Chancellor's Act prohibits the issne of Notes under 
three guineas entirely ; this is uot done in England. The 
Chancellor's Act permits the issno of three guinea Notes, and 
under five guinea Notes, under certain restrictions which were 
enacted in England by 17 Geo. III., a8 to Notes under £5, 
but which Act is now suspended. The Chancellor's Act en- 
ables a justice to force the payment of Notes under £5. This 
is at present in force in England. 

‘Why go further than England! Why forbid tho issue of 
small Notes which England permits, and not leave every per- 
eon the power of enforcing the psyment of small notes in cash, 
if he pleases, as in England? 

Tf bankers in London do not issue small Notes, country 
bankers in England do. Why give a monopoly to the Bank, 
which has never assisted Government nor tradof Why 
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destroy the competition of private bankers who have assisted 
trade? 

I answer—The quantities of paper issuing by the private 
bankers are enormous and dangerous, and the forgeries de- 
atructive. 

Tho private bankers make Bank of Ireland Notes their 
capital, by which means nine paper capitals may be issued for 
one in cash, which leads to general bankruptcy ; or, if the 
Bank, aware of the practice of the bankers, do not issue their 
usual quantity of paper, it follows that the National Bank is 
crippled, and that their capital is used to their rain. 

‘The Bank can never relieve trade or Government undor the 
present system. The Bank can nover open again and pay in 
specie, unless it can judge of the quantity of paper in the 
market. 

If bankers aro forced to issue only £5 Notes, they are 
brought back to the situation where they stood before the 
Bank stopped payment, 

The bankers will still have the power of trading on the 
National Bank capital in sums above £5, 

‘Your Lordship might inquire from the Nations] Bank the 
state of their trade. They ought to have from 21,200,000 
to £1,500,00 in Notes in the market. 

1 understand tho small Notes under 20s, issued at Cork are 
of @ bad kind. 

hear the Bank of Ireland, in order to employ their capital, 
have been reduced to deal in national securities. 

E.0. 


Mr. Nepean to Lord Castlereagh. 
Private, Admiralty, May 1, 1799, 
My Lord—I avail myself of the detention of the messenger, 
for the purpose of obtaining an order for an extra packet-boat, 
to mention to your Lordship a few circumstances relative to 
the French fleet. 
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By Lord Bridport’s report to me, it appears the enemy's 
fleet had been seen in a state of preparation on the 25th, and, 
scoording to the account of the officers sent to reconnoitre, 
consisting of 18 or 19 ships of the line, and 9 or 10 frigntes 
and cloops, The whole got under sail on the morning 
of the 26th, when the weather waa so foggy, that the frigate 
sent to look into Brest could hardly see her own length, and 
‘waa in some danger of being taken, having approached so near 
to the enemy. It also appears to have been doubted whether 
the fleet would not have endeavoured to recover its anchorage ; 
and, under that impression, it appears that tho floot under 
Lord Bridport did not leave the station off Brest till he had 
sent one of his cruisers to look in the next morning; when 
only one ship appeared to be left in the road. 

Lord Bridport had with him cither 16 or 17 ships of the 
Tine ; two sailed to join his Lordship on the 26th or 27th from 
Spithead, and two more have beon ordered from Plymouth ; 
but, in the event of his meoting the enemy, the probability is 
that he will fight him with 17 sail, viz. 5 of three docka and 
12 of two decks. I send this hasty scrawl for your own 
private information, 

Believe me to be, &e., 
Evan NEPEAN. 


Mr. Nepean to Lord Castlereagh. 

Admiralty Office, May 1, 1799. 
My Lord—I- have the honour of transmitting to your 
Lordship, for the information of hia Excollency the Lord- 
Lieutenant, the copy of letter which I have despatched by 

& measonger to Admiral Kingsmill. 
I have the honour to be, &., 

Evan NePEAN. 

Admiralty Ofte, May 1, 1799. 
Sir—I am commanded, by my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, to acquaint you that, by advices received from 
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Admiral Lord Bridport, dated the 27th inst., it appears that 
the enemy's fleet had sailed from Brest in considerable force 
on the morning of the 26th, and that, owing to the thick fog, 
the frigate which had been appointed to reeonncitre had lost 
sight of the enemy; that his Lordship bad determined, in 
consequence, to proceed with his whole force off Oape Clear in 
quest of the enemy, and was, at tho time of his closing his 
despaich, making the best of his way thither. It did not 
appear that any transports were with the enemy's fleet at the 
time of its sailing. 

I eend this intelligence by s apecial messenger, that you 
may be apprized, as early a8 possible, of these circumstances, 
and guard, as far as may be in your power, against any mis- 
chief which the enemy may meditate. Since this intelligence 
has reached their Lordships, orders have been sent to the com- 
mandera of the two ships named in the margin (Ramillies, 
Robust) to sail immediately from Plymouth to join Lord 
Bridport off Oape Clear; snd I have it farther in command to 
signify their direction to you to send notice thereof to his 
Lordship, that he may leave such orders as he may think 
proper for their commanders, in the event of his quitting that 
station, Lam, sir, 

‘Your most obedient, &., 
Evan NEPEAN. 

PS. If the Polyphemus should be in o condition to put to 
800, you aro to order her commander to join Lord Bridport on 
hie appearance on the coast. 


Mr. Nepean to Lord Castlereagh. 
Admiralty Office, May 9, 1799, 
-My Lord—tI am commanded, by my Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, to send your Lordship enclosed, for the 
information of his Excellency the Lord-Lieutenant, copy of a 
letter transmitted to them by Mr. Secretary Dundas from 
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Captain d'Auvorgne, Princo of Bouillon, relative to the equip- 
ment of the Brest fleet and other particulars, 
I have the honour to be, &0., 
Evan NEPEAN. 
Jersey, April 29, 2799, 

Sir—I have the honour to tranamit to your Excellency en- 
closed s detailed state of the armament at Brest, as it was 
taken on the 15th inst. (the list contains the names of 30 ships, 
being nearly the whole number that wero at Brost.) The 
number of troops on board each line-of-battleship has been 
limited to 150 men, mostly composed of the Helgi conscrip- 
tion and German deserters; and it does not appear that there 
are any more detained at Brest for embarkation. All the 
cannoniers, matelots, and soldats de Ia marine, who did the 
duty of the town and forts, as well as the able-bodied workmen 
of the arsenal, have been embarked to assist to make up the 
crews, which will convey to your Excellency an idea of tho 
difficulty they experience to man their flect, and of the com- 
position of their crews. They make a sort of parade and 
demonstration of intending soon to put to ses, and it is cir- 
culated amougst the officers that Cadiz is the place of their 
destination ; but it is, with some foundation, expected that 
this report is circulated more to tranquillize the partizans of 
Buonaparte by an appearance of an effort towards the Mediter- 
ranean with » view to snccour him, than to be a very deter- 
mined plan. The division of Redon, by boarding each other 
in Bertheaume Boad, suffered so much as to oblige the line-of- 
battle ships to return into the Road, while the frigates pushed 
out to the southward, to meet e rich convoy from Bourdesux, 
for which three of them were waiting under Belleiele. 

The crewa of the ships in Breet Road sre near complete as 
to numbers, but very small indeed with respect to professional 
geamen. One of their commissaries has calculated that every 
quintal of rope and cables which they have received by land 
hhas cost the Republic, before it got in the arsenal, from 25 to 
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80 louix d’ors, near £500, 8 ton. Your Excellency will 
judge, from this true data, what their distress and resources 
in plunder to provide such exorbitant expences must have 
been; but their every credit and confidence from and at the 
other seaports are exhausted, and it will require the imperious 
despotism of their requisition and maximum to procure the 
least resource there in future, 
I have the honour to be, &c., 
D’Avverang, Prince of Bouillon. 


Lord Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland. 
Private. Dublin Cestle, May 4, 1799. 

My Lord—A though the business in Parliament is not yet al- 
together finished, so as to admit of its being adjourned, yet I have 
thought it expodient to transmit the Speech for your Grace's 
consideration, that your Grace may have full time to model 
that part of it which refers to the Union, and which ia of ao 
important and delicate policy in the present state of the 
question. { have endeavoured to mark the utmost deter- 
mination which appeared compatible with the respect due to 
the decision of the Commons, and to express, on the part of 
his Majesty, tbe fixed purpose of bringing the subject again 
under the consideration of hie Irish Parliament, without 
pledging himeelf as to the period. 

In adverting to the extraordinary extent of the Supplies, I 
have endeavoured to point the attention of Parliament to the 
necossity of making hereafter corresponding exertions with 
those of Great Hritain, to meet the exigencies of affairs, and 
to impress on the public mind that wo were dependent on 
Grest Britain for the means of our present security. I have 
avoided pointing to the measure of an Income tax in more 
direct terms, lest the enemies of a Union should succced in 
poisoning the public mind on this subject, before we have an 
opportunity of submitting it to Parliament. 

‘The varying events on the Continent, and the issue of the 
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prevent expedition (which will, I trust, prove glorious to his 
Majesty's arms), may render considerable alterations requisite 
in the early part of the Speech. The whole is merely sketched 
for the consideration of his Majesty’s Ministers, and I am 
confident it will receive from your Grace every uscessary 
correction. I have the honour to be, &c., 
ConnwaLus. 


Lord Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland. 
‘Dublin Castle, May 4, 1799. 

My Lord—Your Grace's despatch of the let, communi- 
cating the intelligence of the enemy's fleet having sailed from 
Brest on the 25th, was recoived this forenoon at 12 o'clock. 
T lost no time in making the neceasary arrangements for giving 
them the best reception in my power, should they happen to 
escape the vigilance of Lord Bridport’s fleet. 

T have the honour to enclose, for your Grace's information, 
aeketch of the distribution of the forco at present under my 
command, aa also of the private instructions which have been 
given to the Genorals commanding districts, from which your 
Grace will perceive the stationary as well as moveable force, 
which the present situation of the army enables mv to oppose, 
on the different points of attack, to the enemy. 

The Warwick and Suffolk regiment, having been fortunately 
detained in the Bay by contrary winds, wore this day disem- 
barked, and will, if occasion should call for their services, form 
a valuable addition to my force. 

L have directed the yeomanry throughout the kingdom to 
be placed on permanent duty, in order to guard against the 
early enterprises of the disaffected, on ite being anderstood 
that the enemy are st sea. 

From the arrangementa which I have been enabled to make 
and the general state of the army, I feel confident that I shal? 
be enabled succesfully to oppose the force which the enemy 
may be presumed to have on board; but, should they sucseed 
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in effecting a landing, lest untoward circumstances should 
arise (which it is necessary to be prepared for in the present 
atate of the kingdom), 1 confide in the ssaurances which your 
Grace gives me, that I may expect to be speedily and effec~ 
tually reinforced from Great Britain, 

His Majesty may depend on every exertion of mine being 
zealously directod to secure this kingdom against the designs 
of the onomy. T have the honour, &., 

CogNWALLIB, 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 

Whitehall, May 8, 1799. 
My dear Lord—I havo much satisfaction in informing your 
Lordship that, contrary to my expectation, the King of Prussia 
haa consented to receive the Irish recruits. His intention was 
formally notified by s letter from M. Balan yesterday, and 
M. Schouler will bo sont back to Ireland without loss of time, 
In the mean time, the Duke of Portland would be glad to 
know where and when they can bo embarked, and whether any 

nieasures to that effect have been takon in Ireland. 
I have the honour to be, &e., 
Witt Wickuan. 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
Private. ‘Whitchall, May 9, 1799. 

My dear Lord—The Lord-Lieutenant’s very interesting de- 
apatches of the 4th and 5th were received this morning, toge- 
ther with two letters from your Lordship and from Mr. Cooke, 
the whole by the Admimlty Measengor. 

The Duke of Portland will write fally to the Lord-Lioutenant 
as soon as he shall find himself warranted in forming an opi~ 
nion on the destination of the Brest flect. At present, his 
Grace hss no grounds to go upon, and wishes therefore not to 
give his own conjectures to the Lord-Licutenant, for fear of 
misloading. 
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T have carefully examined all the reports that have boen 
received in my department from Holland, and it appears to 
me most evident that, at the time the instructions were given 
to the Oaptain of the Rebecca, it was intended that an oxpedi- 
tion should sail from the Texel, and equally so that this expo- 
dition was soon after countermanded. Thore oxist the strongest 
reasona to induce me to believe, that the original destination 
of the whole was Ireland; but whether the destination of the 
Brest fleet waa changed when the expedition from the Toxel 
‘was countermanded is more than I can presume to say. It has 
been found impossible to decipher the letter found on board the 
Rebecca, 

The undermentioned ships will proceed immodiately to the 
coast of Ireland: the two first were ordered there on Tuesday, 
the remaining four to-day—Royal Sovereign, 110; Atlas, 98 ; 
Formidable, 98 ; Triumph, 74; Canada, 74; Agincourt, 64, 

A largo body of troops will be collected in the neighbourhood. 
of Portsmouth, ready to send over to Ireland on the first ap- 
pearance of the French fleet on tho Irish coast. Now that tho 
wind is in the West, I trust that we shall not be long without 
having certain tidings of the enemy. 

I remain, with uafeigned regard, &., 
Wuiism WIckiaM. 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 

Private and Secret. Whitchall, May 10, 1799. 

My dear Lord—The enclosed despatch from the Duke of 
Portland to the Lord-Lieutenant was sent down to me yeater- 
day from Burlington House a moment after Basilico had sot 
out. I did not think it worth while to aend off a second Mes- 
senger, as I had given « note of the intelligence on which it waa 
founded to Mr, Nepean, who enclosed it to Lord Bridport under 
# flying seal to your Lordship, and sent it by Basilico. It was 
communicated to me after my letter to your Lordship by the 
same Messenger was made up. 


302 MEMOIRS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF (1789. 

This morning advices have been received that the Spanish 
fleet, consisting of five sail of the line, was actually cruising off 
Ferrol on the 28th ultimo; on the same day, the Brest fleet, 
consisting of seventeen sail, was met by a neutral ship, steering 
S.W., Cape Pinse, then bearing W. byS., 20 that, had the 
wind shifted to the westward in the course of that or the fol- 
Jowing day, they could not possibly have doubled Cape Ortegal. 
As it is, the janction may have been effected about the Jet or 
2nd, though possibly not before the 3rd or 4th. 

There is every reason to believe that the Rebeccs was sent 
to wea for the purpose of being taken. Further details reapect- 
ing hor capture have been received here to-day, from which it 
sppears not only that she made no resistance, but that he might 
easily have avoided the Black Joke, 

Information has been received to-day from Brest, from which 
it appears that it was generally believed in that port that the 
division of Admiral Redon was to separate from the rest of the 
fleet, and make for Ireland. Your Lordship will find frequent 
mention made of the division of Admiral Redon, in the intelli- 
gonce I have from time transmitted to you from that quarter. 

T have the honour to be, &., 
Wim WicksaM. 


Mr. George Miller to Lord Castlereagh. 
College, May 11, 1799. 
My Lord—Having within these few days beard that Go- 
vernment are now seriously intent on executing the plan of a 
College at Armagh, I am induced, by my respect for your 
Lordship and my anxious desire for promoting the improve- 
ment of Education, to trouble your Lordship with a few obuer- 
vations on the subject. These, my Lord, are the result of the 
praotical experience of ten years, sided by conversations with 
those who were connected with me in the same system of in- 
struction, and every inquiry which I could make concerning 
the methods adopted in the Universities of Great Britain. 
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I would observe, in the first place, that the several plans 
adopted in the Universities of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
Sppear to be possessed of distinct advantages, and to labour 
under distinct defects. It is notorious that classical knowledge 
is oultivated with eminent success in Oxford; but it will 
searcely be proposed at this time to institute a seminary 60 ex- 
clasively devoted st this time to the knowledgo of ancient lite- 
rature. We have, however, in that respect, much to acquire, 
and perhaps it may appear that the acquisition ia not incom- 
patible with s due attention to other parts of academic educa- 
tion, The regard paid to mathematical learning in Cambridge 
has most deservedly procured for that University a very high 
reputation, Two defects, however, may, I think, be discovered 
in the system there adopted. One of these ia, that monopoly 
of respect which is given to the cultivation of an abstract sci- 
ence, The other is, that the system seems better adapted to 
bringing forward a few very eminent scholars than to diffasing 
a moderate degree of instruction among the mass of students, 
‘Those who are termed “Candidates for Honours” are stimu~ 
lated to very superior exertions by the opportunity of distin- 
guishing thomeelves in the examinations which they voluntarily 
austain ; but, if I have not been misinformed, the greater part 
of each class sre allowed to graduate without much anxiety 
about their literary acquisitions. Though, in this country, we 
have been accustomed to hold in little estimation the mode of 
education practised in the Scotch Universities, it appears to 
posseas, in some réspecta, a superiority over our own. To teach 
wholly by oral instruction seems indeed to be a very imperfect 
method of conveying information, in an age in which books on 
every subject may easily be procured. It seems rather fitted 
for giving vague and popular views of the general outline of a 
science than for impressing the minds of youth with distinct 
conceptions, and training them to habits of accurate reasoning. 
Bat in this way the lecturer is both enabled and required to 
Propose to his hearers every novelty in the progressive im- 
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provement of the subject on which he lectures ; and, though 
some of his hearers may be unable to follow him throngh the 
whole of his observations, yet almost all will catch, from the 
extended view of the subject, an interest in the inquiry. The 
advantages, therefore, of this method are, that it is progressive 
with the sciences which it explains, and that it excites a more 
lively interest in the pursuits of philoaophy. Its defect is that 
it ie ill adapted to impressing an accurate and scientific know- 
ledge of elementary principles and forming habits of connected 
reasoning. Indeed, the Scotch system is liable to another im- 
portant objection. As tho Universities of that country are 
superintended only by professors and not by tutors, there is no 
discipline, no inspection of the private conduct of the students. 
The orderly habits of the country, and tho dispersion of the 
etudents through the towns, prevent any riotous conacquences ; 
but, except where it is checked by the poverty of the students, 
I believe there is much debauchery. 

Our own mode of education possesses, I am persuaded, somo 
considerable advantages, and greater than it appears to possess, 
It ia more substantial than specious. Still, however, I think 
that it might receive essential improvements, It inculcates, 
with considerable accuracy, during four years, the elements of 
every branch of Science, and a grammatical knowledge of a con- 
siderable quantity of Greck and Latin. This must certainly be 
attended by the very material advantage of inducing habit of 
regularity and precision of thinking; but it excites little love 
for literature, and has, therefore, little tendency to eminent dis- 
tinction. The young mind is harassed by tho frequent repeti- 
tion of the same elementary treatises of Science, and is not 
interested by an enlarged view of the general progress of any. 
The Lectures of the Professors of Natural Philosophy do indeed 
form a useful exception to this observation. But they afford only 
a partial remedy. They are extraneons to the course of study, 
to which the attention of the students is particularly directed, 
and by which alone collegiste distinction is ascertained. Nor 
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have students of industry and ability an opportunity, as in 
Cambridge, of evineing superior attainments by submitting to 
&® more extensive examination. All are confined within the 
same limits, and s young man of the brightest genius is om- 
ployed in the same elementary study with the rest of his class. 

Our system is disadvantageous to the tutors aa well as to 
the pupils. Consisting almost entirely of private instruction, 
it obliges every tutor to teach everything, and consequently 
leaves little leisure or disposition for application to any favourite 
pursuit. 

What I would propose is to combine into one system the 
several advantages of all those which have been montionod. 
This is, 1 am persuaded, very practicable, without incurring 
any danger of their disadvantages. For this purposo, agreeably 
to a scheme suggested to mo by s loarned friend, I would con- 
fine the course of mere elementary information to two years 
instead of four. During these two years, Logic and the ele- 
ments of Geometry and Algebra might be sufficiently taught 
according to the present mode of private lectures and quarterly 
examinations. With theo might be combined, as at present, 
@ sufficient quantity of the Greck and Latin Classics and An- 
cient History. The only material alteration which I would 
propose is @ diminution of the quantity of Greek and Latin, 
This I would recommend for the sake of Classical Learning. 
‘The quantity in our course is so great that the preparation for 
the classical part of an examination is almost unavoidably a 
matter of drudgery rather than of taste. When the students 
had passed with sufficient credit through this preparatory course, 
they should be considered as qualified for the subsequent one, 
which should occupy the third and fourth year, and be con- 
ducted by the Public Lectures of Profeseors. In the third 
year, they might successively attend the lectures of the Pro- 
foasora of Astronomy wnd Natural Philosophy ; and might, st 
the same time, receive from other Professora farther improve- 
ment in Classical Learning; and, in the fourth year, they 

VOL. 0. x 
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might, in the eame manner, attend the lectures in Ethioa and 
the Evidences of Christianity, and continue to attend Classical 
Lectures. There should also be a course of Lectures for the 
higher branches of Mathematica, given by a Professor ; but it 
is equally trae of a mathematician ss of # poet, that he must 
be the work of Nature; attendance on this course should be 
voluntary, aa it is in our University. On account of ita obvious 
importance, 1 would recommend the establishment of # pro- 
fesaorship of Natural History, for the instruction of such 
students as ahould voluntarily attend. The subject would be 
sufficiently interesting to procure a numerous attendance. 

This plan would combine with that of our own system the 
sdvantago of the Scotch plan of professorial lectures. The 
students might, in the two former years, be sufficiently trained 
to the accuracy of elementary education, and in the latter ac- 
quire those enlarged and interesting views of the different 
branches of stady which our own system faila to farnish. 

To unite with this scheme the advantages of English educa- 
tion, I would adopt, but on an extended scale, the examinations 
for honours held at Oambridge, For all who had not caught 
an ambition of distinction, it should be anfficient that they had 
passed the elementary examinations of the first and socond 
year, and had received certificates of diligeut attendance on the 
lectures of the professors during the third and fourth. In this 
way, they could not but have received some usefal information. 
For those who had better availed themselves of the oppor- 
tanities which they had enjoyed, there should be examinations 
similar to those at Cambridge, but with this improvement, that 
they should not be exclusively appropriated to mathematical 
learning. Every student desirous of graduating with rospect- 
ability should have an option of being examined in any one of 
three courses, of which one should consist of Mathematics and 
Nataral Philosophy, another of Logic and Ethics, and a third 
of Classical Learning. This would hold out encouragement to 
every student of talent and diligence to employ his leisure 
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during the suspension of examinations in the two latter yenre, 
in improving himself in any department of literature in which 
he might foel a disposition to excel; and the classical taste of 
Oxford might thus perhaps, in time, be suocosefully cultivated 
in the same seminary with the mathematics of Cambridge, 
‘The importance of the subject will, I hope, plead my apology 
for trespassing thus far on the attention of your Lordship. If 
these hints should receive your Lordship’s approbation, it would 
afford me considerable pleasure to draw out @ more extended 
scheme: but, as I am desirous of avoiding any occasion of 
offending those who may be more attached to our own mode of 
education, I request that it may be as little known as possible 
that I have taken the liberty of recommonding any deviation 
from it.' I have the honour to be, &c., 
Grogcr Mn.ter, 
Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
Whiteball, May 19, 1799. 
My dear Lord—The Duke of Portland being at Bulstrode, I 
foel it necessary that I should inform your Lordship without de- 
lay that inatructionshave been sent to the Attorney and Solicitor- 
General to prepare for the Great Seal the drafts of the two Com- 
missions suggested by the Lord-Liextenant in his Excollency’a 
despatch of the 6th instant, namely, one to enable Commis- 
sioners, in the Lord-Liontenant’s absence, to give the royal 
assent to the Bills now before Parliament; the other, in case— 
which God forbid !—any accident should happen to his Excel- 
leney, to vest the Government at once in the hands of Lords 
Tustices. The Commissions will be made out respectively to the 
persons suggested by his Excellency, and to the first will be 
added a clause empowering the Commissioners to prorogue Par- 
Jiament in case of nocessity. I have the honour, &c., 
Witiiam WickuaM, 


" A plan proposed for the intended College at Armagh will be found in 
the Supplement to 1798. 
x2 
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The Duke of Portland to Lord Cornwallis. 

Whitehall, May 14, 1799. 
My Lord—The precaution manifested by your Excellency 
in your despatch of the 6th instant was so much approved by 
the King, that 1 received hia Majesty's immediate commands 
to consult his law servanta on the proper means of appointing 
Commissioners to signify the royal assent to such Bills as may 
be returned from hence, in case of your Excellency’s necessary 
absence from Dublin at the time they may be ready to be 
passed, and to acquaint you that it is his pleasure that the 
name of the persons proposed by your Excellency should be 
inserted in tho Commission, with all the usual powers with 

which similar Commissiouera are entrusted in this kingdom. 
As your Excellency very justly observes, that, by your 
patent as Lieutenant-Gencral and General-Governor of Ireland, 
the civil and military government of that kingdom are equally 
confided to you, and that, in case of the enemy's landing, you 
should put yourself at the head of the troopa, in conformity to 
what you suppose, and what certainly would be, the wish of his 
Majesty, I havo the honour to inform you that your suggestion 
respecting the expediency of having a dormant Commission for 
the appointment of Lords Justices has also received his Majesty's 
entire approbstion, and that » patent is making out for that 
purpose to the Lord Primate, the Lord Chancellor, and the 
Earl of Shannon, but to take effect only in the event of any 
suspension of the Executive Government. I had the advan- 
tage of some conversstion on this subject with the Lord Chan- 
cellor of Ireland, during the residence he made here in the 
course of the last autumn, the purport of which I had ecommu- 
nieated to the King’s confidential servants, and submitted to 
his Majesty, whose sanction it had so far received aa for me to 
be in possession of the opinion of the Attorney and Solicitor- 
General upon it, and it will accordingly be prepared without 

Jose of time. I have the honour to be, &., 
PortTLAND. 
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The Bishop of Meath to Mr. Marshall. 
May 14, 1799, 

My dear Marshall—Enclosed I send you a Protest, which 
T have drawn up for Meath, and which Colonel Burrowes is 
exerting himself here to get signed by persona having pro- 
perty in the County. The list will be very considerable, both 
as to property and respectability. It is much better, in my 
opinion, that this should be managed by these gentlemen 
thomsclyes than to let Government appear, or any person 
who might be supposed to be connected with it. 

With respect to home, Colonel Burrowes is sending copios 
of the Protest over for signature; but whether that is the 
way you will like to be pursued, you are the best judges. It 
may cause jealousios to have it sent about in that way; and I 
conclude that, if Lord Castlereagh approvos the Protest, it 
will be sent to Lord Bective,’ and others, who have extensive 
influence, and whose co-operation may bo relied on. I shall 
take care to represent to the Clergy how essentially they, above 
all others, are interested in the succuas of the measure. 

T have not heard any thing new this day. The master of 
@ vessel that often runs to Morlaix, says, that the general con- 
versation there was that the French fleet was doubly officored, 
for the purpose of supplying the Spaniards, and forcing them 
to put to sea in conjunction with their fleet. But we shall 
havo little fear from Spanish seamen, commanded by French- 
men, nor do J foreeoe any danger from any destination they 
may have, provided they do not land a large army in Ireland. 

Yours, &e., 
T. L. Meare. 
Protest. 

We, the undersigned Noblemen, Clergy, Gentlemen, Free- 
holders, and Inhabitanta of the County of Meath, having 
thoroughly considered the purport of certain Resolutions pub- 

1 Thomas, second Earl, created in 1800 Marquess of Headfort. 
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Hshed in the newapapers, and assuming to be the sense of the 
County on the proposal of a Legislative Union with Great 
Britain, feel it a jastios we owe ourselves to protest against 
such assumption, and to claim a right of expressing our own 
judgment on a measure that so materially affects our general 
and individual interests. 

We cannot contemplate the various disasters and calamities 
that have so uniformly succeeded each other, for such a series 
of years, in this distracted country, without being impressed 
with » conviction that something is essentially and radically 
dofective in our political system, and that some more effectual 
measures must be resorted to than have been hitherto provided 
to remody the evils to which the public state is no constantly 
exposed. 

In the proposal of a Legislative Union, as promising to be 
conducive to this happy ond, we see nothing to slarm us for 
our independence or our interests; nor can we comprehend 
how such a measure can be either injurious or degrading to 
either of the coalescing parties, while the terms, both as to 
Constitution and Commaree, are to be discussed and settled by 
each nation, exercising its own independent powers of delibera- 
tion and decision, 

‘We agroe with some of the best and wisest men in both 
kingdoms in conceiving the strongest hopes that a Union so 
attained would remove every couse of distrust and jealousy 
between the two countries; that it would consolidate the 
power and resources of the Empire, and preclude the common 
enemy from all hope of converting our divisions into an instru- 
ment of separation; that it would open a prospect of com- 
posing those religious dissension to which we can trace #0 
much of the public misery; and that it would introduce 
among our people English capital, English manufacture, Eng- 
lish industry, habits, and manners. 

Under these impressions, we trust that, whenever his Ma- 
josty shall, in hia wisdom, think proper to communicate to our 
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Legislature the result of the enlightened and temperate deli- 
berations of the Lords and Commons of Great Britain on thia 
momentous question, it will be received with the attention that 
is duo to the common Sovereign and to the Parliament of a 
country with which we wish to be for ever united in affections 
and interests; and we expect that, in giving it a full and dis- 
passionate discussion, our representatives will manifest to 
doth kingdoms that they have nothing in view but tho peace 
and prosperity of Ireland, as essentially inseparable from the 
peace and prosperity of the Empire. 
Mr, Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
Whitehall, May 17, 1799. 

My Lord—I am directed by the Duke of Portland to trans- 
mit to your Lordship herewith s copy of a letter which haa 
been received from Vice-Admiral Dickson, commanding his 
Majesty's squadron off the Texel, together with an Extract of 
a letter therein referred to from Captain Bligh, of hia Majesty's 
ship Director, giving an account of the observations they had 
severally made of the state of the enemy's force in the Texel ; 
and I have to request that your Lordship will lay tho 
game boforo tho Lord-Lieutenant, for his Excollency’s infor- 
mation. 

Ihave the honour to be, &., 
Wriiam Wicxnam. 


Vice-Admiral Dickson to Mr. Nepean. 
‘Monarch, at Ses, May 11, 1799, 
Sin—It being very clear weather, I have, this evening, had 
a very good sight of the enemy in the Texel, and find that 
two of their ships that were in the New Deep are advanced 
down into the Mara Desp, so that the number which appear in. 
a state for putting to cea aro fifteen, but whether inclined to 
come out or not I cannot determine: however, they seem to 
have something in view, as they never appeared to be in a 
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greater state of activity, which exactly agrees with the ac- 
eounta from the Brill of the enemy's motions there. We were 
this evening not more than seven miles from the enemy. 
co Ism, &., 
Axon. DIcKsoN. 
Enclosed I send the Extract of s letter from Oaptain Bligh, 
of the Director. 


Extract of a Letter from Captain Bligh, dated May 11, 1799. 
I havo kept close by the land during the fog, and nothing 
can have oscaped me. Early this morning, I had a tolerably 
good sight of the enemy, and observed that two of the four 
ships which were in the New Deep, and mentioned in my 
report, are now advanced into the Mars Deep; eo that my 
account now stands fifteen in the Mars Deep, and two in the 
New Deep. They have had their saila loose to-day—some 
hoisted up. One ship, in particular, has been hoisting and 
lowering top-masts and studding sails to teach their men. 


The Duke of Portland to Lord Cornwallis. 
Whitehall, May 18, 1799, 

My Lord—Having laid before the King Mr. Freeling's 
letter to Mr. Wickham, of the 1ith instant, a copy of which 
Lord Onatlereagh will have communicated to your Execllency, 
relative to » plan for the more peedy conveyance of despatches 
between London and Dublin during the present emergency, 
his Majesty was graciously pleased to express his approbation 
of it, and of the measures which had been taken for carrying it 
into execution; but, at the same time, to siguify his pleasure 
that thie establishment be strictly confined to the conveyance 
of oficial despatches from the Government of one country to 
the other; and I have signified to the Postmaster-General hie 
Majesty’s commands that they do, on no account, suffer any 
private letters from any person whatever to be forwarded from 
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either country by this conveyance, and I have no doubt that 
your Excellency will afford their Lordships every assistance in 
your power which can enable them to carry his Majeaty’s com- 
mands into effect. 
Tam, &., 
PorTLAND, 


Dr. Hales’ to ——. 
Killesandre, May 18, 1799, 
, Dear Sir—You were pleased to express your approbation of 
some Hints I formerly sent you. I have since considerably 
extended and enlarged them. They have grown into “ Queries 
Political and Philosophical on the First Principles of Political 
Society and Civil Government,” leading to— 

1, A Detection of Locke's fundamental misropresentations 
of tho Origin of Civil Society and Constitution of Civil 
Government, and the Revolutionary Corollarios of Priestley, 
Price, Rougsean, &c. 

2. A Vindication of Hooker, Milton, and Molyneux, from 
favouring euch doctrines, by partial and unfair quotation and 
perversion of their meaning. 

8. That the messure of Union is “no Innovation” nor vio- 
lation of the Parliamentary independence of Ireland, in the 
opinion of Molyneux. 

4. That the modification of Poyning’s Act, in 1782, was 
absurd and impolitic, on the principles of Molyneux. 

5. That the over-liberal grant of the Elective Franchise, in 
1798, was a dangerous Innovation, subversive of the Consti- 
tution of 1709, and the Protestant secendency, and British 
connexion. 

6. That the grand principle of Parliamentary Representation, 

1 ‘William Hales, D.D., Rector of Killesandra, Fellow and Professor 
of Oriental Languages in Trinity College, Dublin. It does not appear 
to whom this letter was addressed, probably to Mr. Cooke, or Mr. 
Marshall. 
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all the world over, was not Population, but Property, or Tax~ 
ation ; illustrated from ancient Republics, and the British Con- 
stitution, and Scottish Union. 

7. The relative Constitutions of France and Great Britain 
the misery of the former, and the prosperity of the latter, 
from Rose, &. 

This ia a cursory aketch of some of the leading points, dis- 
cussed eummarily, but I trust not superficially. 

Administration, I understand, circulated 10,000 copies of 
Mr. Pitt’s Speech, and they did wisely, These “ Queries” aro 
meant as an enlarged comment on the liberal principles he 
advanoos upon a great scale. If Administration would think 
it worth their while to accept a tract, not written in the spirit 
of party—ministerial or snti-ministerial—but by sn honest 
student and citizen of the world, who has more enlarged views 
of liberal education, national prosperity, &e., than the mere 
question of Union—although that, at the present crisis, is a 
momentous consideration, on which the “ Queries” may throw 
new and more favourable light—the result of serious and dis- 
passionate inquiry and rational conviction. 

If these be topics which deserve no superficial discussion, 
and, if well supported, due circulation, you will please to com- 
municate this proposal and acquaint me with the result, If 
you think that I may omploy my time better than in such 
visionary speculations, which will not be seconded or supported, 
acquaint me aleo, and soon, in kindness to 

Yours faithfully, 
W.H. 


Lord Castlereagh to Mr. Piit. 
Private. ‘Dublin Castle, May 21, 1799. 
My dear Sir—I am happy to be enabled to state to you that 
the loan of two millions baa been this day contracted for by 
Mr. White, at a trifle above the market-price of Stock, the 
Fivo per Conta. being at 75, and the subscriber agresing to 
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Treasury Bill for £24 15¢., which gives us the money at 
about £6 4s. 9d. per cont.; the Treasury Bill to be payable 
on the 24th of June, 1801. I enclose for your information a 
memorandum of the biddings of the several partios, I trust, 
under all the eircumstances of the country, this loan, both in 
point of extent and terms, will moet your approbation. 

I have the satisfaction also to inform you that the part taken 
by Government in support of tho Bill for regulating the isene 
of small notes has led to an understanding with the Bank, 
which is likely to secure from that quarter a greater degree af 
accommodation than we have been in the habit of receiving. 
They have, on the late emergency, advanced £300,000, in 
addition to the £700,000 outstanding, and agreed to take 
Treasury Billa for the whole sum, repayable on the 24th of 
June, 1800. We have thus had the good fortune to secure 
the utmoat amount to which I bad any expectation that their 
advances could be pushed, and for a longer period than that to 
which they could be prevailed to consent in the course of lastyear. 

Although any specific engagement that oo further loan 
should be raised in the Irish market within the year has been 
declined by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, yet I feel it my 
duty to state to you that it is his decided opinion that no 
farther resource can be expected from hence; and when the 
extent of the loau and the advance from: the Bank are con- 
sidered, and compared with that of former years, you will be 
disposed to give credit to his statement. 

- LT have, &., C. 


The Duke of Portland to Lord Cornwallis. 
London, May 23, 1799. 
My Lord—I have the honour to return to your Excellency 
enclosed the draft of your intended apeech st putting an end 
to the present Session, with such alterations as have appeared 
advisable to his Majesty’s confidential servanta to bo recom- 
mended for your Excellency’s adoption. 
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As the paragraph respecting the situation of affairs on the 
Continent was liable to have some of its statements called in 
question, and in some instances indeed to have been contradicted, 
it seemed most prudent to avoid details, to confine ourselved 
to & general assertion, which happily cannot be controverted, 
and to apport it by referring to the conduct and successes of 
our two imperial allies, which are equally important and 
notorious. 

Your Excellency, I am persuaded, will not disapprove the 
terma in which it is suggested to convey the opinion you enter- 
tain of the liberality with which this country will be always 
disposed to assist the sister kingdom, and you will, I trust, 
concur with us in thinking that it is more consistent that auch 
a sentiment should be expressed in the shape of a hope than 
with any greater degree of confidence. 

Tho necessary independence of the Lord-Lieutenant on the 
Irish Parliament sppeared to us to require the omission of 
your Excellency’s reference to your own responsibility in the 
security you hold out for the due administration of the extra- 
ordinary powers with which you have been entrusted: I have, 
therefore, only to observe upon the last article respecting the 
great measure of a Union (on the success of which, I believe, 
tho tranquillity, prosperity, and happiness of Ireland essentially 
depend) that, in the communication your Excellency is dirocted 
to make, it appears to us that you cannot too closely follow the 
words as woll as the sontiments which have been used by hia 
Mojesty and his Parliament of this kingdom upon the subject, 
and you will accordingly find that the words which I have 
taken the liberty of substituting in the place of those in which 
you had proposed to express yourself are, as nearly as possible, 
copied from the joint Address of the two Houses, and those of 
his Majeaty’s most gracious answer. As this communication 
is of a nature paramount to that of ail other political subjects, 
and is made, moreover, by the King’s express command, it 
should seem that it should be treated with a solemnity due to 
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its magnitude, and not be mixed with any inferior or temporary 
considerations. I therefore have to advise your Excellency to 
pass over in silence the difference which showed itself in the 
two branches of the Irish Parliament respecting this measure, 
and to profess only to look forward to that event which shall 
realize the hopes and wishes which are so emphatically exprossed 
by his Majesty, and for which purpose the paragraph has been 
bronght into the form in which I have herewith the honour of 
transmitting it to you. 

I osnnot conclude without offering your Excellency my 
warmest congratulations on the uninterrupted succession of 
glorions events which have attended the arms of his Majesty's 
Imperial Allies since the commencement of the present cam- 
paign, and expressing an anxious but confident hope that the 
fate of the French fleet will be such as will deprive them of the 
right of being considered as a maritime powor, and annihilate 
their means of giving uneasiness to his Majesty's Governmout 
in Ireland, 

I have the honour to be, é&c., 
PortLaxn. 


Lord Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland. 


Dublin Castle, May 24,1799. 

My Lord—The business of the Session being now gone 
through, and the Parliament upon the point of being pro- 
rogued, I feel it necessary to recall your Grace’s attention to 
the line of condact to be pursued toward those gentlemen 
holding offices under the King’s Government who have resisted 
the question of Union. 

Under the instructions conveyed to me by your Grace 
before the opening of the Session, namely, to bring forward 
and to enforce the measure with all the weight and energy of 
Government, I feel it indispensable to remove, even before the 
question came into discussion, Sir J. Parnell and the late 
Prime Serjeant, as holding offices peculiarly confidential. 
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Immediately after the unfavourable reception of the messure 
in the Commons, im communicating the particulars of the 
failure, 1 submitted to your Grace's consideration in detail . 
such observations as appeared material with a view of deter- 
mining how far the principle of removal ought to be pushed, 
and the names of the individuals who had separated from 
Government on that question. 

In your Grace’s despatch of the 8d of February, conveyed 
to me by Mr. Elliot, the principle laid down for the direction 
of my conduct was, in the first instance, to secure the strength 
of my administration, and with this reserve to exercise the 
authority of Government with as much decision as might bo 
consistent with its stability. Such has been my course of 
proceeding, which I sm resolved to pursue. 

My measures have been and shall be entirely confined to the 
intimation given to Colonel Foster and Colonel Wolfe. I can 
with truth assure your Grace that it is not from any wish to 
avoid the utmost degree of responsibility to which my situation 
renders me liable, that I pursue this decision taken upon com~- 
munication with your Grace, and the most mature consider- 
ation that his Majesty’s confidential servants on both sides 
of the water can give it. 

Your Grace, I am confident, will feel as I do, that in having 
resolved steadily and firmly to pursue this great measure of 
Union—a determination which every day’s experience proves 
more incontestably to my understanding to he essential to the 
salvation of this country, and with it of the empire, we are 
approaching 8 period the most critical that has yet occurred to 
the prineiplo of connection between these kingdoms. 

There is an opposition in Parliament to the measure of 
Union, formidable in character and talents. Their numbers, 
though they have not proved equal to shake the Government, 
havo, for the present, rendered the prosecution of the measure 
in Parliament impracticable. The removals in contemplation 
cannot fail to consolidate their party, and to render their future 
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exertions proportionably animated. An entire forbearance on 
the part of Government will probably be received rather a2 
a mark of weakness than of conciliation, and perhaps deprive 
us of friends rather than procure converts. With the con- 
currence and advice of the King’s confidential servants, I 
am prepared to employ every exertion in my power to bring 
it to a successful issue, He must be « bold, or rather 9 rash 
man, who would answer for either the public or parliamentary 
temper of this country ; but, after weighing the subject with 
all the attention I am master of, I see no reason to despair of a 
successful issue, though the period may be delayed, After 
having gono so far, and the principle in question having in fact 
‘been already acted upon, I ace no other alternative but to pur- 
sue the most decided line of conduct, Hesitation may dissolve 
much of our present strength, which may not perhaps be com- 
posed of materials to resist the impression which might be ere- 
ated by an appearance of timidity on the part of Government, 

T again beg leave to repeat that, with your Grapes assist- 
ance, I am prepared and ready to do my best. I feel strongly 
the difficulties we have to encounter, but I do not doapair of 
their yielding to the steady perseverance and united exertions 
of the Government in both countries. 

I have the honour to be, &. 


PS. I think it necessary to spprize your Graco that, in esti- 
mating the supporters of the Union, Lord Downshire’s friends 
are set down aa they voted upon the late occasion. Lord De 
Clifford's! are reckoned amongst the doubtfuls. Your Grace 
will feel how much depends on an avowed declaration from the 
persons in question. I am sorry to say my information repre- 
venta both as at best undecided. Were Lord Downshire to 
come forward, we should have the County of Down unanimous, 
and the authority of so leading a County could not fail to have 
‘8 preponderating influence throughout the province. 

» Edward, eighteenth Baron, 
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The Duke of Portland to Lord Cornwallis, 
Whitehall, May 25, 1799. 

My Lord—Tho desire your Excellency hae expressed to 
know the opinion of the King’s confidential servants respecting 
the exercise of the power vested in the Lord-Lieutenant of 
enabling members of the House of Commons to vacate their 
seata, by an appointment to the Escheatorship of Munster, 
makes it necessary for mo to enter upon that subject much 
sooner than I had any thought of, and more at length cortainly 
than I had any intention of doing. 

It having occurred to me that this power, considering ita 
recent origin, had not hitherto been exercised on principles 
which conld as yot have bocome clearly understood and sottled, 
I had had it in contemplation to make it a subject of conver- 
sation both with Mr. Pelham and Lord Castlereagh; and, in 
times of more leisure, I might possibly have troubled your 
Excellency youraelf on the subject: but matters of ao much 
more importance have occupied those moments which I have 
had the good fortune to pass with those gentlemen, in their 
official capacities, and my thoughts, in corresponding with your 
Excellency or Lord Castlereagh, have been so differently em- 
ployed, that this subject has always escaped my recollection. 
Bat, a9 your Excellency calls upon me to furnish you with 
precedents, and to acquaint you with the wishes and opinions 
of the King’s servants upon the expediency of refusing or 
acceding in futare to applications of this deseription, I hope I 
abali be able to give you as much information as is necessary ; 
more especially as the uniform practice of the last iwenty 
year, from which we are not inclined to deviate, will render 
any information merely a matter of curiosity, except as it may 
tend to justify the conduct of your Government in the cases 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Cole and Mr. Tighe. 

What may have been the practice of ancient times, I am 
not eufficiently informed of to say ; but I strongly incline to 
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believe that the nomination to the Chiltern Hundreds (which 
was the model for your Exchostorships of Munster) was con- 
sidered very much as a matter of favour, and so much x0, that 
I doubt whether a person in opposition to Ministry would 
have thought himself entitled to ask for it. J rather think 
that instances of its being refused might be met with in Lord 
North’s administration, previously to the case of Mr. Olerke 
Jervoise, who applied for it that he might be a candidate for 
the county of Hants, which set the ingenuity of parliamentary 
and professional men to look for other expedienta by which a 
seat could be vacated, and so many presented themselves when 
the Civil List Act came to be looked into with that view, that 
it was no longer thought expedient or worth while to refute the 
specific means of vacating by an appointment to the Chiltern 
Hundreds, whenevor it should be applied for. And, over since 
that time, it has become quite matter of course to give it aa 
often as it is asked for, without any consideration whatevor of tho 
political opinions, or connexions, or views of the person who 
applies for it. The case probably may not bo the samo in 
Ireland as it is here, and thore may not be tho same facility iu 
obtaining the means of vacating a seat there which is to bo 
found in this country ; but I know not how to think that the 
means are confined to the Eschestorship of Munster, and that 
there is no other office or any military agency, the acceptanco 
of which will incapacitate or disqualify a member of the House 
of Commons from holding his seat in that House. Bat, ad- 
mitting that tho power of vacating a seat is solely in the hands 
of Government, it would not make sny difference, in my opi- 
nion, with respect to the mode in which I should think the 
exercise of that power advisable, which, I have no scruplo in 
saying, should be without distinction of persons; becauee I 
am not able to conceives case where the refusal is not an invidious 
act, always open to objections, and liable, as in the case of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Cole, to be attacked on constitutional grounds: 
but, besides, I am not able to discover any sdvantage that 
VOL, I. ¥ 
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either Administration or the general cause of Government can 
derive from it. It will hardly be contended that an enemy 
will be kept out of the House by it, or that any object can be 
gained by it, which can compensate the obloquy and clamour 
which it must raise. I am convinced that there may be acca- 
siona where, in theory, the refusal to give the Excheatorship 
might be productive of real service to the public; but I should 
moch doubt the result in practice, becanse I cannot imagine 
one which is not liable to be controverted and misrepresented, 
and to create jeslousios and a degree of odium towards Govern- 
ment in the minds of the people which no consideration can 
counterbalance. 

However, my Lord, as your Excellency is fally and unques- 
tionably juatified by the precedente of former times in thia 
country, and by the practice which seems to have prevailed in 
Treland sinco the Government has been in possession of the 
power in question, and by the principles and motives which 
have inflnenced your conduct on this oocasion, you may depend 
upon the most unqualified and unreserved support which his 
Majesty's servants here can give you in maintaining and jus- 
tifying your determinations in the cases of Lieutensnt-Colonel 
Oole and Mr. Tighe. But, at the same time, I must desire 
you to consider of the best means of restraining this power to 
the samme purposes, and exercising it in the same manner and 
form, as it is in the habit of being used in this kingdom, so as 
that the office may be granted in future according to the 
opinion expressed by your Excellency, namely, without any 
consideration of the polities of the individual who solicits it. 

I must not close this letter without expressing the entire 
astisfaction of his Majesty's Ministers at Lord Castlereagh’s 
conduct in the debate upon the subject. It seems to have been 
not only highly proper, but correct in the extreme, and euch a8 
tmnst refieot as much honour upon him as an individual as in 
his public capacity. And, though there is no occasion on 
which he has taken a part in Parliament, in which the display 
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of his talents has not reflected oqual honour on your Exeol- 
Joncy’s administration and himself, the decided superiority 
which he manifested in this debate, and the triumph obtainod 
to the cause of Government, particularly mark it aa an event 
upon which my best congratulations should bo offered to your 
Excellency. 
I have the honour to be, &c., 
PosTLaND. 


Lord Bridport to Lord Castlereagh. 

Royal George, Bantry Bay, May 26, 1799, 
My Lord—~I have the honour to acquaint your Lordship 
that I arrived here yosterday with his Majesty’s squadron 
under my command, for the purpose of completing the stores, 
provisions, and water of the several ships, as well as ciroum- 
stances will admit. I have also received a copy of Mr. 
Nopean’s letter to your Lordship, of the 18th instant, togethor 
with the despatch sent through Major-General Moore, which 
was forwarded to me by Major-General Nugent. Your Lord- 
ship will be pleased to forward to this Bay any information 

which you may judge it necessary to transmit to me. 
T have the honour to be, &c., 
Briprort. 


Mr. Wickham to Lord Castlereagh. 
Whiteball, May 28, 1799. 
My Lord—I have received and laid before the Duke of 
Portland your Lordahip’a letter of the 4th inst, signifying the 
Lord-Lioutenant’s wich that John Campbell may be imme- 
diately sent to Ireland, and his Grace has not failed to give 
the necessary directions accordingly. I have now the honour 
to transmit to your Lordship an extract of a letter from 
Captain Philip Hue, commanding his Majesty's Ship Actson, 
which relates to snother Irishman in custody on board that 
ship, on the aubject of whom I wrote to your Lordship on the 
¥@ 
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st ingt., and I am to request that you will have the goodness 
to acquaint the Duke of Portlaad with his Excellency’s wishes 
reepecting him. 
I have the honour to be, &., 
Wiis Wickham, 


Extract of a Letter from Captain Philip Hue to Mr. Nepean. 
‘lis Majesty's Ship Acteon, Liverpool, May 16, 1799. 

I beg you will be pleased to acquaint the Right Hon. the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that, on my joining 
his Majesty’s Ship Actwon, I found the two men named in 
the margin (John Kelly Scarsfiold, M. Fitzgerald) detained 
‘86 prisoners, agreeably to his Lordship’s ordera to Lieutenant 
Aitchison of the 29th ult., and that I shall continue to keep 
them in close confinement until their Lordships’ farther plea- 
sure is known respecting their disposal. 


The Right Hon. George Rose to Lord Castlereagh. 
Old Palace Yard, May 31, 1799, 

My dear Lord—Mr. Coutis importunes me so much on the 
subject of Sir W. Newcomen’s house remitting a part of the 
loan for Ireland, that I am compelled to mention it again to 
you; but I am ao well aware, as I mentioned before, of the 
impropriety of any real interference on this side of the water 
in such matters, that I have not the remotest wish to involve 
you in the slightest difficulty sbout the business: have the 
goodness only at your leisure to enable me to show Mr. Coutts 
I did not neglect his request. Your loan of £2,000,000 has 
been made on very good terms. 

‘We have lately been urged to apply to you about the arrears 
of the pensions of the Roya) Family: they are here charged 
on the Consolidated Fund, and paid with the same punctuality 
as the dividends in the Fanda; and Sir John Parnell under- 
took to make some such arrangement in the Irish Treasury. 
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Tho certainty of the French flest being gone to the south- 
ward will, I trast, produce a good effect in Ireland, by showing 
the disaffected there that they are not the first object of the 
Great Nation. 

Tan, &., 
Gzorce Rosz, 


Lord Oastlereagh to the Duke of Portland. 
Private. Dublin Castle, June 3, 1799. 

My Lord—Since I last had the honour of addressing your 
Grace, nothing of any moment has occurred which has not 
been communicated to your Grace in the Lord-Lieutenant’s 
despatches. The general state of the country has been gra- 
dually improving since my Lord-Lieutenant was enabled to 
exercise Martial Law without the interference of the ordinary 
courta of justice, and there is every reason to hope that the 
steady application of this strong and necessary remedy, having 
already proved effectual to repress and diminish ‘outrage, will 
have that impression upon the minds of the disaffected of the 
efficient powers of the State, when called for by the extent of 
their own crimes, as will make them cautious hereaftor of 
engaging in # similar contest. 

‘Your Grace will have observed, that uo part of the king- 
dom has escaped the influence of the conspiracy, but that it 
has fortunately affected different quarters at different times. 
The disease seems to have a regular progress, as it is eeldom 
at ite height in opposite points of the kingdom at the same 
time: at first, it affocted Ulster almost exclusively; it noxt 
appeared in Leinster, afterwards took posession of Munster, 
and ultimately extended itself to Connanght. The symptoms 
of convalescence appear in some degree to follow the same 
principle of succession, with this difference, that, as the treason 
has in a great measure connected itself with the religious con- 
test, the same cause which perhaps prolongs the struggle in 
the South has accelerated its termination in the North. The 
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Protestant Dissenters in Ulster have in a great degree with- 
drawn themselves from the Union and become Orangemen. 

The Northern Catholics, always committed in feeling againat 
the Presbyterians, were, during the early period of the conspi- 
racy, loyal. The religious complexion of the Rebellion in the 
South gradually separated the Protestants from the treason, 
aud precisely in the same degree appeared to embark the 
Ostholica in it. Defonderism was introduced, and it is princi- 
pally under that organization, into which the moat profligate 
of the Dissenters have been prevailed on to enter, that what- 
ever there is of treason in the North is at present associated. 
They are destitute of leaders; and the people of substance, 
manufacturers as well og farmers, have withdrawn from them. 
The Provinco of Ulster comprises, at this moment, a numerous 
body of determined loyalists. Its yeomanry equals in numbers 
and far exceeds in effectiveness that of the other three pro- 
vinees. They have of late been considerably augmented, and 
1am justified by the opinion of the officers commanding in 
that district in stating to your Grace that Ulster can be 
secured by its own yeomaury, and even furnish a considerable 
body of infantry, well adapted to serve as light troops, to act 
with the regular army against the common enemy, With the 
exception of some very cruel outrages, which have been perpe- 
trated in the County of Antrim by a small banditti, the prin- 
cipals of which have been since apprehended, the North haa 
not boen for years more tranquil, or the people more indus- 
trious, and the linen manufacture never at any former period 
80 prosperous. 

I am sorry that the samo disposition cannot be relied on in 
the other provinces. The examples which have been made, 
and are daily making, have, in a great measure, restored tran- 
quillity ; but the principles and inclinations of the lower orders 
ave unreclaimed. The organization is much broken, but still 
enough of it remains and is encouraged by the inferior priests, 
to render » formidable insurrection inevitable, should the 
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enemy land in force. The removal of the State prisoners from 
Dublin had an immediste and sensible good effect. The 
late arresta, and the means opened through Prussia of getting 
rid of our convicta, has produced a strong impression; but no- 
thing could have proved effectual but the power of summary 
punishment. It has completely settled the question of autho- 
tity. Before this measure was adopted, between the system 
of terror established hy the disaffected and the prospect of in- 
security in the ordinary course of law, the power of the Rebels 
was rather looked up to for protection than that of the State. 

The Lord-Lioutenant received yesterday by the xpress 
your Grace’s despatch of the 30th. Ii is a great satisfaction 
to his Excellency to find that your Grace so perfectly coin- 
cides in opinion with him, as to the measures which it becomes 
the King’s Government to take at this moment towards those 
gentlemen holding offices who have failed in what they owed 
the Orown on a late occasion, It is his Excellency’s intention, 
before he dismisnea them, to state to the principal friends of 
Government the grounds upon which the measure is taken, 
in order that they may be strongly improssed not only that 
this act of authority, which undoubtedly commits the Govern- 
ment with a vory weighty and formidable party in the State, 
has his Majesty's entire sanction and that of his ministers, 
but that they have unequivocally the whole weight of the 
British Government at their back, in the contest in which they 
are engaged. I shall trouble your Grace, in a day or two, 
with some observations upon the state of parties as to Union. 

In the mean time, I have the honour, &c., 

CasTLEREAGH. 


The Earl of Altamont to. 
‘Westport House, June 5, 1799. 
My dear Sir—I am infinitely obliged by your immediate 
attention to my letter. Regularity, though generally desirable, 
} Probably Mr. Marshall. 
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and sometimes indispensable, is not slways to be obtained, eape- 
cially from great men about Dublin Castle. 

In regard to the Union, I have got the names of most of 
the property of Mayo to it. Lord Lucan’s! friends have 
been zealous in promoting it; Lord Tyrawley’s have been as 
yet neutral, the O'Donells slone opposing: but they have 
not yet been able to influence one man of £100 s year, that I 
can trace. 

Tf the Roman Catholics stand forward, it will be unwillingly 5 
they aro keeping back decidedly, but many will be influenced, 
and some fow who connected themselves with the Protestants 
daring the disturbance will be zealously forward on the present 
occasion. Tho priests have all offered to sign; and, though I 
am not proud of many of them as associates, I will take their 
signatures, to prevent a possibility of a counter-declaration. I 
hear the titular Archbishop has expressed himeelf inclined to 
the messure. This day, I have sent round to all the Catholies 
of property in the country: I may be mistaken, but, in my 
judgment, the wish of most of them would be to stand neuter ; 
or perhaps, if they had any countenance, to oppose it—that is 
tho fact. Several will sign from influence, some from fear ; 
but tho majority, I believe, will pretend that they have given 
opinions already, and can't decently retract them. You shall 
know oxactly when I got to Dublin, Every man applied to, 
of all persuasions, wants to make it personal compliment. 

I have found, to my infinite surprise, that the County and 
the town of Sligo, without the slightest interference, and 
against all their representatives, are decided friends to the 
Union. I know of no part of Ireland where the unbiased 
mind of the public is so generally with it. When I see my 
way 6 little, I will set it a-going there. Boscommon is against 
it; bat for that, the bulk, or, indeed the entire, of the province 
might be considered aa pledged to the measure, or ready to beso. 

+ Richard, second eat], one of the representative peers of Ireland, after 
the Union. 
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The seal and rancour of the parties on both sides is to be 
lamented : we are completely committed ; and the beaten party 
must give up, for a considerable time, at least, power, oonse- 
quence, even comfortable residence. We are such barbarians 
too that wo cannot differ in opinion, even on politics, without 
quarrelling. 

Many thanks for your news. We are here quite quiet, and 
I never saw the people more active in their industry. Tho 
high price of all commodities at market is s fine inducoment to 
exertion, and a fortunate one too, while the minds of the mul- 
titude ware balancing between labour and robbery. 

Believe me, &., 
ALTAMONT. 

Oasptain Moon, in the Melampus, is, I understand, in Black 
Sod Harbour. Tho captain of the Revenue Cutter has pre- 
yailed upon the Commissioners to order the cutter from hence 
to Dublin, for repairs. Desire Mr. Cooke not to let him on 
any account be called away ; he is of great use here in looking 
out, and his wants are mere pretext; but, at all events, can 
at any time be better done than now. 


Lord Downshire to Lord Castlereagh, 
June 8, 1799, 

My Lord—I had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s 
letter yesterday evening, in answer to which I beg leave to 
stato that, front the appearance of the country, I think nothing 
ig to be apprehended from the races being held at Downpatrick 
next month. Could I have been consulted, I should have pre- 
ferred not having two meetings of the Royal Corporation of 
Horse-breeders in one year, but to have divided the two lapsed 
King’s Plates 20 a to have threo this year at the Mazo, 
and next year three at Downpatrick ; but, as the Corporation 
fixed otherwise, it had better be as they have determined. The 
only danger is, that a drop of whiskey may rovive the ideas of 


830 MEMOIRS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF [h799. 


Yeoman and Orangeman, and Union Irishman and Papist, 
after the racing is over. Mr. Sharkey is a very important 
gentleman, and neod not, I think, have troubled your Lord- 
ship. It is in general understood in the country that Lord 
Cornwallis would give the two lapsed King’s Plates, ¢hat he 
had done so at the Ourragh, and that had induced the Cor 
poration of Horse-breeders to come to the resolution they did. 

A man of the name of Rainey, for the apprehension of whom 
there is a reward offered, has offered to give himself up to me, 
and to givo all the information in his power, acknowledgos he 
was & United Irishman, a Lieutenant in Todd's company ; that 
he was at the Ballynahinch battle, long before which time he 
repented of his conduct, and had withdrawn himself from all 
meotings ; that, when he was ordered to join his company for 
the Saintfiold fight, he withdrew to Drumara; that a mes- 
sage was sent there to him, that, if he did not immediately 
join, his father, mother, his wife and children, and the property 
of both, ahould be immediately destroyed, and he, if ever 
caught, should be hanged. Under these apprehensions, he 
returned home, and went to the Ballynahinch battle, from 
which he fled as soon as he possibly could. His father is a 
very decent countryman, as is his wife's father; neither of 
them was sworn, but loyal to the utmost extent: Rainey’s 
uncles are also loyal, wealthy, well-behaved people. His wife 
hap been shot through the leg, and his mother narrowly escaped 
boing shot by the yeomen, who fired into the house; and the 
young man has been hiding ever since the affair of Ballynahinch. 
If his Exeellency should think fit to grant this man s pardon, 
T can take bail for one or two thousand pounds for his good be- 
haviour for any time, I have here stated all I know of this 
young man, which I have learned from his relations. If 
there are no farther informations, and of a graver nature, 
at the Castle against him, of which I know nothing, I 
think his pardon might be of use in Castlereagh, where he 
lives, 
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Whilst I have the pen in my hand, I beg leave to trespass 
upon your Lordship a little longer, to state a great grievance 
that this part of the world labours under, which, if possible, 
ought to be stopped, that is, the sale of the gold coin. When 
Government thought fit, two or threo years ago, to encourage 
the circulation of Bank paper, that traffic began. I gave all 
the assistance I could to Government in their object, and took 
Bank paper in my office for rent, which I still continue to do, 
which, I believe, none of my neighbours do. I understand 
Lord Hertford, Lord Donegal, Lord Londonderry, &c., never 
havo and do not take any paper for their rents; but now 
I cannot pay a bill to any tradesman in Belfast or the country, 
in Bank notes, without allowing from threepence to eightpence 
in every guinea. I undorstand it is the same in the pay of 
the army. The conduct of the Bank of Ireland is so illiberal, 
if not illegal, and, besides, take so little pains to stop forgeries 
upon them, that I shall no longer take their paper ns rent in 
my office. There is acarce a remittance made to-Dublin but 
two or three notes are returned as forged. They have loft off 
defacing the note, indeed, as they used to do, by which a poor 
honest man lost eight five-pound notes that my agent recovered 
from him ; but he had not taken the samo precaution my agent 
did, as the notes wereso defaced by an oiled red stamp that ho 
could not swear to the paper, and those that he thought had 
paid them to him denied that these notes were those they paid 
him, I have ordered no notes to be taken, till some means are 
devised to prevertt the grows imposition of paying for gold. 

I beg pardon for troubling your Lordship with this long 
letter, but I thought it right to inform you of this last circum- 
stance, a3 I deem it very injurious to the country, and there 
are scoundrels who go about the country collecting guineas 
from the poor people, and then sell them to the best advantage, 
and make a very profitable traffic. 

I hope Lady Castlereagh is well; if she honours the Maze 
‘Races with her prosence, 1 hope my house is so far finished as 
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to enable me to offer her and your Lordship a well-aired bed 
in Hillsborough. 
T have the honour to be, &e., 
DownsHigk, 

I beg leave to trouble you with a letter to Mr, Pollock, as 
no post letters are delivered in Dublin but to the officers of 
State, and it is on business that requires an answer as soon as 
possible, I should be obliged to your Lordship to decide what 
is to bo dono in the racing, if possible, by return of post. 


The Roman Catholic Bishops of Scotland to Sir J. O. Hippisley.' 
Edinburgh, June 19, 1799. 

Most dear Sir — Only two days ago, the Lord Advocate 
found leiaure to give us an audience, and this morning our 
affair was finally adjusted. Thongh you will probably know 
the terms on which matters were settled, we thought it our 
duty to let you know them from ourselves. 

We are allowed such a sum for the eupport of our clergy as, 
with what we have of our own, will enable us to give each of 
them, according to our present number, £20 yearly, with 
small balance to be reserved for other common exigencies, as 
mentioned to you in a former letter would be necessary, Each 
of the vicars get 2100, and each of the coadjutora £50; also 
£50 aro allowed for each of our Colleges, to help their yearly 


' This gentleman, in early life, was engaged in the Company's service 
in India. On his retarn to Europe, he was employed in various diplo- 
matic negociations, and created a baronet in 1796. He resided several 
years in Rome, and, from his acquaintance with the highest eeclesiastical 
‘Pereonages there, obtained such an insight into the principles and practices 
of their Church as rarely falls to the lot of # foreigner, « Isyman, and a 
Protestant, ‘The numerous papers from his pen inserted in this collec- 
tion bear ample testimony to this effect. It was chiefty through his 
instrumentality that King George ILL was induced togrant » provision to 
‘the Cardinal of York, the Inst of the Stuart race, who had been reduced 
ulmost to poverty by the French on their invasion of the papal territories. 
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support, and £600 are to be given to each, to defray the debt 
inourred in their erection. Yon will easily conceive how great 
a consolation this intelligence gave us, to see ourselves and our 
clergy, by this singular assistance from our generous benefactors, 
raised to 8 comfortable situation from almost absolute poverty. 
But what greatly enhanced the favour was the amiable and 
endearing manner in which his Lordship communicated the 
intelligence to us, He soomed even overjoyed to have had it in 
his power to do what he was pleased to call an act of justice. He 
did not omit giving us to know how much we were indebted to 
your exertions in our favour. This we well knew bofore, but 
we are very much at a loss to know how to express the feelings 
of our heart towards you, our best of friends. 

Be assured, most dear sir, that we shall never forget what 
‘we owe to you for the disinterested friendship you have shown 
uss but, being unable to make any suitable return for so much 
goodness, all that remains is earnestly to recommend you and 
yours to that Supreme Being, who never fails amply to reward 
even & cup of cold water given to his servants in their distross, 
and who alone is able to reward you for the charity you have 
shown to us and our brethren. 

‘Wo had some thoughts of writing a letter of thanks to our 
generous benefactors, his Majesty’s Ministers; but, not being 
accustomed to write to those in their high station, and unwil- 
ling to intrude upon their precious time, we hope you will take 
the trouble to assure them of the grateful sense we have of 
their goodness aiid generosity, and that we shall never be want- 
ing in giving every proof in our power of our loyal attachment 
to our most gracious Sovereign, and of promoting the same 
among our people, both on public and private occasions. 

‘We have the honour to be, with every sentiment of gratitude 
and respect, most dear air, 

‘Your most obedient and most obliged bumble servanta, 

Gxorce Hay. 
Joun Omanoum. 
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The Right Hon. George Rose to Lord Castlereagh. 

‘Treasury Chambers, June 21, 1789, 
‘My dear Lord—I am really concerned to trouble you about 
small matters, but it is unavoidable from the incessant appli- 
cations we have about the Princes and the Naval Peers. No 
difficulty will be made here about the King’s letter to exempt 
the Pensions of the latter from the Absentee Tax, if there is a 
power to enable it: the enclosed paper, marked Ireland, con- 
taing 4 statement by one of the clerks in this office of the two 
Acta, and notes of Mr. Coutts under it. Pray have the good- 
neas to let me know what is to be done to have the point 
aettiled ; yon will see by that gentleman's letter we shall have 

no peace till it is. 
Most traly yours, &., 
Groraz Ross. 


The Enclosure marked “Ireland.” 

By the Act 38 George I1I., Oap. 5, a Tax of Four Shillings in 
the Pound is charged on all Salaries, Profits of Employments, 
Foes, and Ponsiona, between 25th of March, 1798, and 25th of 
March, 1799, unless the peraon do and shall live and actually 
reside within that kingdom for and during the space of six 
months, The Boyal sssent was given to the above Act on 
the 24th of March, 1798. 

By the Acts 88 George I11., Cap 70 and 71, annuities were 
granted to Lords St. Vincent and Duncan of £1,000 per annum 
each, to commence from the 18th of August, 1798, and to be 
paid free and clear from all Zazes, Impotitions, and other 

whatsoever. The Royal assent was given to the above 
Acts on the 6th of October, 1798. 


Mr. Coutts's Notes under it. 
Though the last Act is subsequent to the former, yet, as the 
former lays a tax on all payments to be made to absentees 


1799, ‘VISCOUNT CASTLEREAGH. 335 


during twelve months, ending the 25th of March, 1799, the 
Irish Treasury refused to pay Lord St. Vincent or Lora Dun- 
can, with the exemption; and on the 9th of May Sir William 
Newcomen wrote that, to set right the error, the Irish Miniatry 
had passed a vote in Parliament, which would answer, but now 
he writes that the payment waits for the King’s letter. 

Tho Act imposing four shillings from the 25th of March, 
1799 to 1800, I suppose is not come over from Ireland; but, 
even if it should be found to include Lords St. Vincent and 
Duncan, it will only give the King leave to exempt them for 
the said twelve months, and not for the antecedent time, and, 
therefore, if the Irish Treasury wil! not exempt them, and the 
King cannot, where must their Lordships look for relief? 
Meanwhile, they are deprived of the payment of their duo, 
and the nation’s benevolence is disappointed and defeated. 

Lord St, Vinoent’s victory was the —day of —; Lord 
Duncan's, the 12th of October, 1798. From these periods 
they ought to be paid. 

Mr. Rose should write to Lord Castlereagh to make the 
payment up to March, 1799; and, if the Act running from 
that to 1800 does not exempt them, they must wait till Par- 
liament meets to make it law for that twelve months, as well 
as for the time to come. 


Mr. Coutts’s Letter enclosed. 
Strand, June 20, 1799. 

My dear Sir+-There is no end to my trouble, or what I am 
obliged to give you in the business of the two Naval Peera. 
‘Youwrite to me that the Act granting the Pensions, being subse- 
quent to that imposing the Absentee Tax, the Pensions cannot 
be subject to the duty this year: but the Dublin Tressury do 
not think so, and will not allow of the exemption. I wish you 
would read what I have subjoined to the paper you sent me, 
and write to Lord Castlereagh, to desire he will consider the 
matter as you have done, and order the whole to be paid up to 
the 25th of March, 1799. 
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I most write to Ireland, and see to get something done in it 
soon, for I shall never be able to make Lord St. Vincent see 
that the delay is owing to no fault of mine. 

Pray, my dear sir, be so good to write immediately, or let 
me know in case yon cannot do it. 

I am ever, &c., 
Txomas Courts. 

Endorsed, Answered Jane 29.—Upon inquiring at the Tren- 
sury, it appears that, upon the arrival of the King’s letter, 
which was applied for about four or five days ago, the Pensions 
will bo issned to the present time, free of sll deductions what- 
soever, 


Lord Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland. 
Dublin Castle, June 22, 1799. 

My Lord—I had the honour of receiving by express your 
Grace’s despatch of the ——, in answer to mine of the 
On ¢0 important a question of policy as that which I had the 
honour of submitting to your Grace, it is a peculiar satisfaction 
to my mind, that the line of conduct which the hononr of the 
Crown appeared to me to require, and which the particular 
intereats of the King’s Government, with relation to the ques- 
tion of Union, additionally called for, should be so decidedly 
approved by his Majesty and his confidential servants. 

I took an early opportunity of impressing the principal 
friends of my Government with the reasons which had induced 
me to reeommend, and his Majesty to sanction, the removal of 
those gentlemen from his service who not only differed in sen- 
timent with my administration on the question of Union, but 
who had, in & manner not the most respectful, refused even to 
discuss a measure which had been recommended from the 
throne. 

I have not yet altogether settled my arrangements. Your 
Graco may be assured of receiving the earliest intimstion of 
the mode in which I propose to fill up the several vacancies. 
1 trust the disposition which I shall propose will be approved 
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by his Majesty. Your Grace may be assured that in this, as 
in every act of my administration, my conduct shall be solely 
directed with a view to the general stability of the King's 
Government snd the furtherance of the great object given me 
in charge. 

T have abstained for some time from addressing your Grace 
much in detail on the subject of Union. It is difficult to notice 
the daily variations observable in the sentiments of individuals 
or of the public, without being liable to receive, and of course to 
convey, impressions in respect to the prospect of ultimate suc- 
cess which may not reat on any very certain foundation, and a 
truer estimate of our real progress may be perhaps better formed 
by a comparison of the general aspect of affairs at periods some- 
what removed from each other. 

Within tho last month, I think I am justified in siating to 
your Grace that we have sensibly gained strength. Were I 
justified in ranking Lord Downshire amongst the friends of the 
measure, I should feel that our progress had been so cdnsiderable, 
as to induce me to entertain very sanguine hopes of bringing 
the measure to # snocossful iasue in the course of the next Ses- 
sion. I have this day had a very long conversation with his 
Lordship, and am sorry to observe that his language is more 
hostile than it waa when I last communicated with him, and 
extends itsolf to the principle of the measure, as well as to the 
unfitness of the sesson for its execution. 

Lord Downshire’s sentiments are not likely to remain a 
secret, and I cannot but approhend that they will operate most 
injuriously as well in discouraging, and perhaps, to a certain 
dogree, in shaking the constancy of our friends as in giving con- 
fidence to the Opposition, several of whom were beginning to 
hold more moderate language since the firmness a9 well aa the 
perseverance of Government was so distinctly marked at the 
close of the Session. 

Without troubling your Grace with names, which cannot 
at present be mentioned without considorable explanations, I 

VOL. II. Zz 
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think I cannot with safety state that the supporters of a 
Union in the Commons have increased from 149, at which 
number they were stated in my last despatch, to 165. The 
imerease ia partly acquired from the numbers stated as against ; 
partly from the class reckoned as doubtful. Should my Lord 
Downshire persovore in his present indisposition to the mea- 
sare, I trust he may at least be induced to leave his friends, 
ashe did on the late occasion, to pursue their own line, in 
which case we should divide his strength, which does not, in 
the presont Parliament, exceed seven votes. 

Having stated to your Graco the result of our exertions, as 
far na Parliamont is concerned, I wish to give you some idea 
of tho prospects we havo out of doors. I feel the direction of 
tho publio sentiment superior in importance to every other 
object, and shall leavo no effort unmade to turn it to advan- 
tage. Every publication of merit has been syatomatically and 
most extensively circulated, and certainly with the best effects : 
I have most earnestly recommended it to tho friends of Go- 
vernment to exert themselves during the sammer in their sevoral 
Counties, and have urged them, without risking popular meet- 
ings, to obtain declarations similar to those of Cork and Galway 
in favour of the measure. 

The efforts necessary to procure these declarations have 
roused our friends to exertion, and inspired them with a pro- 
portionate zeal; and we find in the counties in which it haa 
been successfully tried that it has been not less useful in 
pledging individuals in favour of tho measure than in disposing 
the timid to declare themselves, and will not only encourage 
but jastify the opponents of the question in Parliament in a 
change of conduct. 

Onr situation in the Counties is at present nearly aa follows. 
Galway, King’s County, Mayo, and Kerry have already come 
forward; Cork, Mayo, and Kerry, with » unanimity unex- 
sampled, on any public measure. We expect to have nearly 
equal success in Olare, Derry, Tipperary, Waterford, and 
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Wesford. We reckon the strength divided in different de- 
grees, and of conrse the point is to be contested, in Antrim, 
Armagh, Donegal, Down, Kilkenny, Leitrim, Limerick, Long- 
ford, Monaghan, Meath, Queen's County, Roscommon, Sligo, 
Tyrone, and Westmeath. In Carlow, Cavan, Dublin, Fer- 
managh, Kildare, Louth, and Wicklow, we reckon little 
strength, and of course can look only to time for making an 
impression. ‘The temper of Dublin remains strongly adverse, 
but not in the degree it did. Some of the commercial body 
have altered their sentiments. Dublin is not without materials 
for & counter-party, which I should have sanguine hope of eol- 
lecting, if my endeavours to produce a schism in the Corpora- 
tion should prove suocessfal. 

Your Graco is vo thoroughly impressed with the various 
diffioulties, which present themselves in the prosecution of 20 
important a change in tho frame of any country, that it is un- 
necessary for me to guard your Grace against drawing too 
flattering conclusions from eny facts I have stated, which, in 
truth, appear to me not to warrant more than a determination 
to persevere. 

T cannot conclude this despatch without submitting to your 
Grace some suggestions, with a view to the prosecution of the 
measure. The period of bringing forward the question must 
necessarily depend on the future temper of Parliament and of 
the country. Should both be ripe for such a proceeding, I oon- 
clade your Grace yould not consider it wise to hazard by any 
delay a change of sentiment; and that you would recommend 
the assembling of Parliament without loss of time. When that 
mach desired moment may arrive, it is impossible to foresee ; 
but it appears to me desirable that every detail connected with 
the measure should be prepared without delay, and that all 
those pointa which will remain to be settled by Commissioners 
named on the part of the respective countries, after the 
general resolntions shall bave been agreed to, should be all 
privately reviewed and digested, under the direction of Minia- 

22 
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ters, by a very few of those persons who are likely afterwards 
to be employed in conducting the formal treaty. No delay 
need then occur in the execution of the measure. The period 
of the conferences between the Commissioners, which is an 
awkward moment of suspense and cabal, both in and out of 
Parlismant, would be materially abridged; and the persons 60 
employed would guide the respective Commissioners more cer- 
tainly afterwards to a unanimous decision, having had an occa- 
sion of forming common opinions, than if they were to enter 
into the treaty without any previons intercourse. 

Should this idea meet the approbation of your Grace, I beg 
Jeavo to suggest that Mr. Beresford and Mr. Corry should, at 
euch time as your Grace should think fit to appoint, be desired 
to go over to London. Mr. Beresford, I find, is particularly 
engaged with some private business, which will necessarily do- 
tain him in Ireland for tho next six wecka ; but his arrange- 
ments would admit of his attending your Grace’a summons 
about the middle of August. I mention these gentlemen as 
most conversant with the detail which is to be gone into, not 
wishing to give the Chancellor or any other member of the 
Govornment the trouble of going over—unless your Grace should 
upon consideration think it necessary—upon an investigation 
merely preliminary, and principally relative to trade and finance. 
At is also perhapa desirable that the business should be trans- 
acted so aa not to attract the public attention. I should wish 
Lord Castlereagh to be present; and he will regulate his de- 
parturo in conformity to your Grace's instructions, 

Tf that period should be acceptable to your Grace, Lord 
Osstlereagh would be enabled to carry over the result of the 
Assizes, which will probably afford an occasion to the different 
parties of trying their strength on the question ; and Ministers 
would have full time to decide on the expediency of calling the 
Parliament before Obrisiinaa, and of raising their aupply ; or, if 
that is thought inexpedient, as delaying the measure too much, 
it may remain open for the united Parliament, Objections 
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certainly attach to the latter suggestion, but not in themaelves 
a0 formidable to the success of the main question a# risking a by- 
batile in a eountry peculiarly ignorant and liable to be strongly 
excited on n question so strongly coming home to their foclinga. 

Ins pecuniary point of view, Mr. Pitt may perhaps be the 
better reconeiled to this delay, from the probability there is 
that a considerable saving may arise (from the reduction of 
the Army) in the Estimates of this year; from the prospects 
wo have of being able to make even a larger loan in the Irish 
market next year than was obtained this year; and from the 
peculiarly flourishing situation of the Revenue. 

Tam happy to have it in my power to state to your Grace 
that the Revenue of the current year promises to exceed the 
Revenue of the last in » sum considerably beyond what the 
Revenue of 1798 exceoded that of 1797. The exoesa of 1798 
above 1797 waa about half » million; that of 1799, between 
the 25th of March and the 10th of August, has risen to 
£300,000 above the excess of last year; and tho‘remainder 
of the year may reasonably be expected to be proportionably 
much more productive, as the payments on tho Window Tox, 
which, it is supposed, will produce above £100,000, have not 
yet boen brought into the collection. 

The threo causes cannot fail to diminish very materially the 
amount of the loan which Great Britain will be called on to 
raise for the service of Ireland, and this consideration may 
possibly induce your Grace and Mr. Pitt to think it inexpo- 
dient to press this subject on the Irish Parliament, till they 
aball bave been brought to decide, in the first instance at least, 
on the general principle of Union. 

I have the honour to be, &e., 


Mr. King! to Lord Castlereagh. 
Private. ‘Whitehall, Jane 27, 1799, 
My Lord—Enoloeed I send yon the Report of a lady just 
arrived from France. From the manner in which she gave it 
* One of the Under-secretaries to the Duke of Portland in the Home 
Department. 
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to me, and from her answers to all the questions I pat to her, 
1 ein cortainly disposed to credit that part of it which is stated 
to be of her own knowledge. LT have the hononr, &e., 
J. Kina, 
Report of Madame De Matheray. 

That she arrived at Paris from Geneva, in company with 
Monsieur de Roveray on the 10th inst., and remained there til] 
the 14th—That in Lyons, which she described to be fall of 
emigrant Swies and aristocrats, she saw small parties of con- 
scripts going to join Moresu—That at Auxerre she saw 3000 
of this description: their destination the same—That they 
wore in the greatest distress ; that she saw them lying about 
in tho stroeta, and that one of the officers who was at the samo 
inn with her said they were obliged to force the men to march, 
bocause they took evory opportunity of escaping. 

During her stay at Paris, domiciliary collections were made 
to relieve the distresses of the army—That she saw the master 
of the Hétel de Toulouse, where she was, pay the collector 
That on her way from Paris to Calais, she met only three car- 
riages, exclusive of stage-coaches—That she received on Sunday 
letter from ® Mr. Ruissler, native of Miblhausen and resi- 
dent at Paris, dated the 2let instant, and also read there the 
Paris papers of the same date—That both her letter and the 
papers spoke of four Directors being dismissed, and that Barras 
‘was the only ono of the old Directors that remained excepting 
the Abbé Siéyda, who had been re-clected—That she also read in 
the above papors that the Councils had declared their sittings 
to be permanent, and had called on their governors to explain 
tho cause of the present reverse of their affairs, and why their 
lately victorious arms were everywhere defeated. 

That ahe received while at Paris a letter from her husband, 
who lives near Geneva, dated the 18th instant, stating that 
Moreau’s head-quarters had removed to Chambery, and that 
the Swiss armés fiddle, consisting of 12,000 men, under the 
Avoyer de Steiger and Oolonel de Roveray, had retreated into 
the Oberland (the higher part of the Canton of Berne). 
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Madame de M, further states that a M. Voyrat, brother of 
& person of that name, who ia chief clerk in the department of 
the Police at Paris, had assured her that the Directory had 
reesived certain intelligence of Buonaparte's death—That Mas- 
sena had been obliged to cross the Aar, and to direct his retreat 
towards Basle, and that the Swiss Directory had removed to 
Fribourg. 


Stephen Moore, Esq. to Lord Castlereagh. 
Barn, June 27, 1790. 
My dear Lord—In conformity to the wish you expressed 
that I should impart to you what was discovorable in theso 
parts on the grand question, I have as yet only to report that, 
so mouch laid at rest seems tho aubjoct, it ia moro difficult to 
invite conversation upon it at all than afterwards to ascertain 
people’s sentiments, but which certainly, among tho intelligent 
and discerning, are favourable to the moasure, nearly as if their 
minds were pretty well made up upon it. This may, in somo 
degree, proceed from an impression, which I take care to en- 
courage, that the measure will positively pass, and which 
seems to havo prevailed here for some time; so that little 
alternative is left to the people but to reconcile their minds to 
its advantages, and which they seem to do with a very good 
will. On the whol, any alteration in the public mind, since 
I was down before, is clearly on the wished-for side; and, by 
lending the aid some othera and myself aro capable of, I think 
the southern part of the County cannot fail of being rendered 
almost universally well affeoted to the business. As any fresh 
ground of observation is afforded, I shall have the honour of 
addressing you again, and am, &c., 
STEPHEN Moonz. 
The Marquess of Abercorn to Lord Castlereagh. 
aly 2, 1799, 
My dear Lord—I am conscious that I have delayed much 
too long my ackuowledgments of your polite letter. I have 
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never doubted that by steadiness and good management your 
Union may be accomplished, and without serious dificulty, 
provided fair attention be paid to the circumstances and just 
¢laims of Ireland and Irish interests. I am, therefore, glad 
that you have, upon reconsideration, discovered how essential 
it is both to put elections upon a settled footing, and to indem- 
nify the proprictors of Boroughs, who (I may say, without 
reproach, as I did not resist) would else have been injurioualy 
sacrificed. 

‘My wish to show every mark of confidence and esteem 
towards Lord Cornwallis I surely need not state. County 
meetings (except as weapons of opposition) I am apt to think 
likely to do more harm than good upon almost every occasion 5 
and it happens that all the Donegal interests you mention, 
except Lord Conyngham,’ have proved themselves my enemies : 
but my friends and I will be ready to sign our names to and 
ciroulate a protest against tho acts of opposition, and a decla- 
ration of your own sentiments, and, in s post or two, I will 
write to the Solicitor-general upon the subject. 

Tam, &., ABEROORN. 


Ree, Dr. Troy to Robert Marshall, Haq. 

Friday, July 6, 1799, 
My dear Sin—I enclose Dr. Bray's answer to my letter on 
tho eubject you mentioned to me in Lord Castlereagh’s name, 
whon I had tho pleasure of seoing you last. Dr. Bray is the 
B. 0, Archbishop of Cashel. Respects to Lord Castlereagh, 

and believe me, 
Yours truly, 
J. T. Troy. 
Lo the Boo. Dr. Troy, Dublin. 

Thurles, July 1, 1799. 
My dear Dostor—I received the letter with which you 
favoured me at the request of Lord Castlereagh, expressing 
1 Henry, third Baron, create? Earl 1797, and aubsequently Marquess. 
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his hope that J will discreetly exert my influence in the coun- 
ties of Tipperary and Waterford, to procure the signatures of 
respectable Catholics to an address in favour of a Legislative 
Union between this kingdom and Great Britain. 

I need not observe to you, who know so well the dispositions 
of our respectable Catholics, what little influence we have over 
them in political matters, and with what reserve and secrecy 
we should interfere on the present occasion, in order to ensure 
any degree of auocess to it, and to avoid cengure. 

If wo act in any ostensible capacity in the business of Union, 
either by s personal signature to an address in favour of it, or 
otherwise, in my humble opinion, instead of serving the cause, 
we may injure it. As far as I understand the measure, it will 
be productive of substantial benefits to both countries, and, 
therefore, it meets my good wishes, and ahall have the whole 
of my little mite of assistance, but with duc attention to the 
Necessary cautions and hints so wisely suggested by Lord 
Castlereagh. 

I remain, &., 
Txomss Bray, 


Lord Castlereagh to the Duke of Portland. 
Dublin Castle, July 6, 1799, 

My Lord—I have the honour to enclose, for your Grace’s 
information, copy of the declarations in favour of the Union, 
this day published by the Counties of Kerry and Mayo. Iam 
informed that they comprehend the entire property of those 
counties, and that other counties will be found ready to follow 
thia example. I submit to your Grace whether it might not 
be advantageous to have this introduced by a fow lines inserted 
in the London papers, to show to those connected with Ireland, 
who reside in England, that the measure is gaining friends, 
and is in some parts of the kingdom decidedly popular. 

1am happy to inform your Grace that, amongst other con- 
verts, we have to inclade the Archbishop of Cashel, who yes- 
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terday intimsted to the Lord-Lieutenant that the measure 
ahould have his decided support. Although we have not had 
reason to apprehend much difficulty in the House of Lords, 
yet we must consider hia Grace’s name as a very valuable 
acquisition. Lord Carhampton, having disposed of his eatate 
and place at Luttrelstown to Mr. White, the town contractor, 
has, I understand, parted with much of his indisposition to 
Union along with them, and now declares his intention of 
voting for the measure. So decided a change of sentiment 
in two of our most determined opponents is peculiarly 
advantageous at this moment, as tending to correct tho bad 
effects resulting from the part Lord Downshire has hitherto 
token. 

If your Grace could by any mesna prevail on Lord Do 
Clifford to take s decided part with us, which, from some cir- 
eumstaneos which have come to my knowledge, I should con- 
esive not quite impossible, it would have at this moment the 
moat aalutary effects in shaking the confidence of our opponents. 
A very general declaration in favour of this measare has been 
signed in the city of [Waterford] ; the county is aleo coming 
forward with great unanimity. The conduct of the city is 
the best surety of the public diaposition being with us, not- 
withstanding the Corporation is strongly disposed, at all times, 
to diaputation, and jealous to the last degree of Lord Water- 
ford's influence. Very active measures are making against us 
et Limerick by Mr. Prendorgast, who has the leading influence 
in the corporation. Lord Carhampton has gone down, and 
will probably, from his extensive property in the town, secure 
8 sufficient eupport from that quarter. 

With a view to the preparation of the details of this measare, 
which, I understand, your Grace intends to enter upon in the 
course of next month, if the gentlemen who have been desired 
to proceed from hence should think it advisable, and if your 
Grace would consider what official documents may be want- 
ing from this country, and would have the goodness to 
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famnish me with a schedule of such papers as may be required, 
1 will take care to have them prepared in time, so as that no 
delay need occur in the transaction of the businesa from 
references to Ireland for accounts. 
I have the honour to be, &c., 
OasTLERRaGH. 


The Reo. Dr. Dillon’ to the Rev. Dr. Troy. 


Cong, July 9, 1799. 

Moat Rev. and Dear Sir—On reveipt of your last letter, I 
wrote to Dr. Reilly and to Dr. Bray, formerly my Metro- 
politan, whom I am in tho habit of consulting on every im- 
portant occasion, to request their advice. That I, who am 
the youngest, and, in every sense of the word, the Isst of our 
Archbishops, should be the first to sign these resolutions, 
would, I apprehended, be considered the height of rashness and 
imprudence. I have waited from day to day for Dr. Bray's 
answer, but have not heard from him; he is probably em- 
ployed in visiting some remote parishes of his diocese. 
Dr. Reilly is of opinion that I should sign the resolutions. 
I perceive, however, that by such step I would draw upon 
myself the censure of a large portion of the inhabitants of this 
diocese, and I am certain that our Bishops could more effeo- 
tually promote any great measure which Government may 
adopt for the benefit of our country, by not appearing so pub- 
liely to take an active part in the present political contest. 
Tt would also give a handle to the enemies of subordination, 
who have already endeavoured to counteract any little exertions 
which I may have employed to bring back the people to a 
sense of their duty by styling me an Orange Bishop, the tool 
of Government, well paid for my services, &c. These con- 
siderations, together with the difficulties in which, by euch a 
precedent, I should probably involve some of our brethren, 


* Boman Catholic Archbishop of Tuam. 
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more immediately exposed to the wrath of our enemies than 
I am, have left me wavering and uncertain for many days. 
Supported, however, by your sanction and that of Dr. Reilly, 
I think I may venture to request of your Lordship to sign it 
forme. My Vicar-general snd Dean have already signed. I 
have also, since my last, spoken to some Roman Catholic gen- 
tlemen on the subject, Mr. Crane, of Boulaby, tells me that 
he haa signed. Mr. Lynch, of Ologher, refuses to sign, withont 
assigning any motive, Thomas Dillon, of Farm Hill, » gen- 
tleman of landed property, requests that his name may be 
added to the list. 

Tam actually employed in performing a very painful duty, 
visiting the parishes which have contracted the greatest weight 
of guilt during the late rebellion. 

I have the honour to be, with the highest veneration, 
‘Your faithful humble servant, 
Epwakrp Dion. 


Mr. King to Lord Castlereagh. 
Whitehall, July 10, 1799. 

My Lord—I sm directed, by the Duke of Portland, to in- 
form you that, it appearing by letters from the Lientenant- 
Governor of Fort George that Mr. Roger O'Counor is in a very 
infirm state of health, his Grace ia of opinion that it will be 
proper that Mrs, R. O'Connor should be made acquainted 
therewith, and at the same time informed that his Grace has 
given direction to the Governor that she shall be admitted to 
see and converse with her husband, should she be desirous of 
80 doing. 

‘Your Lordship will be pleased to cause this to be communi- 
cated to her in such manner as you may judge to be most 
advisable, I have the honour to be, &., 

J. Kine, 
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The Rev, Dr. Troy to Robert Marshall, Esq. 
North King Street, Dublin, 
Saturday Evening, 8 o'clock, July 13, 1799. 

My dewr Sir—The enclosed from Dr. Dillon, my most 
rev. compere of Tuam, is just come to hand. It ia out of my 
power to speak to you on the subject of it until after my return 
from the country, whither I must proceed to-morrow, though 
Sunday, at an early hour, and shall be absent for a few days. 
‘You may write to me at Kilcullen Monday and Tuesday next 
—I mean, by the post on those days. 

From the enclosed you will perceive I have not been inat- 
tentive to Lord Castlereagh’s commission, communicated to 
me by you some time ago. Best respecta to his Lordship. 
T lately sent you a letter on the same subject, from Dr. Bray, 
of Cashel. You are now authorized to affix Dr. Dillon’s and 
his namesake's, Thomas Dillon, Farm Hill, to the Mayo 
addreca, or resolutions, which have appeared in the prints. 
Dr. Dillon's signature is thus :—Edward Dillon, D.D., Rom, 
Cath., A. B, Tuam, 

Lord Glentworth' wrote to me from Limerick, requesting I 
would exprees my favourable opinion of the Union in a few 
Tinea to his Lordship, which he might show to some respect- 
able persons who would, he said, be influenced thereby, I ac- 
cordingly wrote to his Lordship, as he wished, on the 6th instant. 

I thank you for your early intelligence of Colonel Craufard’s 
despatch, annopneing Kray’s victory over Macdonald, and I 
hope it will be soon officially confirmed, 

Be assured of the sincerity with which I remain 

Yours, &e., J.T. Troy. 
Lord Castlereagh to the Lord Primate of Ireland. 
Dublin Castle, July 16, 1799. 

My Lord—Feoling extremely anxious to give 9 more early 

effect to the object of the late Primate’s bequest than the ar- 
‘Edward Henry, second Baron, afterwards crented Earl of Limerick. 
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rangement upon which your Grace was consulted previous to 
your leaving town, I have submitted the enclosed plan to the 
Lord-Lieutenant’s consideration, and his Exeellency thinks 
favourably of the outline. May I request your Grace to favour 
me with your ideas on the subject, previous to ita being sub- 
mitted to the consideration of his Majesty’s Ministers t 

I am induced to think the proposed scheme would not only 
provide funds for the new University, but materially improve 
the schools, which I conceive to be st present rather in- 
jured than benefitted by the extensive endowment connected 
with them. The schools, in my mind, ought to be connected 
with the University, and made subject to the same visitation, 
The salary to the master not to be of sufficient amount to be 
an object to any man who did not rely on his exertions for his 
income. If this plan abould be decided on, enough might be 
done immediately by charter to pecure the legacy, and the 
arrangements be completed in the course of the next Seasion. 
It ia, of course, to be understood that the profits of the present 
incumbents in the several schools should not suffice during 
their inoumbevey. L have the honour to remain, &c., 

CASTLEREAGH, 


The Duke of Portland to Lord Cornwallis. 
Bulstrode, Friday, July 19, 1799, 
at Midnight. 

Although, I understand, that the intelligence which J have 
to communicate to your Exeellency has not gained much credit 
any where, and that the authenticity is more doubted at tho 
Admiralty than elsewhere, it too immediately concerns the 
Kingdom over which your Excellency presides for me to with- 
hold or delsy making you sequainted with it. 

Since I left town, which was not till after four o'clock thia 
afternoon, a letter has been received from Lieutenant-General 
Onyler, commander-in-chief of his Majesty's troops in Portugal, 

* ‘The plan for the proposed University, referred to in this letter, must, 
1 presume, be thet which ia inserted in the Supplement to the year 1798. 
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dated Lisbon, the 7th instant, which statea that, in conse- 
quoneo af various reports which ho had heard of the combined 
fleets of France aud Spain having put to sea from Oarthagena 
on the 80th June, he had written to Mr.de Pinto on the 
subject ; the substance of whose answer was, that the official 
lettera he had received from Madrid stated only that the 
enemy's squadrons, consisting of 40 ships of the line and 28 
frigates, would be ready for sea by the ond of Jane ; that their 
destination was unknown, but that it was thought to be Ireland ; 
but that, by private lettere of the 2d instant from Madrid, 
which had been received that morning by several individuals 
at Lisbon, it was said that the French and Spanish squadrons 
had actually put to sea, but without naming the day on which 
they sailed. Mr. de Pinto added that he had no official infor- 
mation of the position of Lord St. Vincent’s flest, but that 
there were flying reporta from Spain, which stated it to be 
cruizing off Alicant. 

Lest your Excellency should bo inclined to exppose, 5, oithor 
from the nature of this information or the despatch which I 
have used in transmitting it to you, that it has orcated any 
auch sensation in the breasts of his Majesty's confidential 
servants with respect to the safety or even the tranquillity of 
Treland as to incline them to imagine that it may be advisable 
to take any additional precautions, or not to lessen your mili- 
tary force, I think it due to your Excellency that I should 
remove every possibility of doubt in that respoct, by explicitly 
stating to you that there does not appear to be any reason for 
altering the destination of the corps which are now under 
orders to leave Ireland, or for suspending their embarkation 


for a single moment. I have the honour, &., 
PorTLaND, 
Lord Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland. 
Private. Dublin Castle, July 20, 1799, 


My Lord—Since I last addressed your Grace, the tran- 
quillity of the country hae been uninterrupted, and there is 
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every appearance st present of its continuing 30. The late 
seasonable rains afford a prospect of an abundant crop, and 
the people are universally industrious. There is tho greatest 
facility in all money transactions, and every species of busi- 
ness is carried on with activity. The accounts I receive from 
the North, in respect to the linen trade, are particularly flstter- 
ing; the demand is beyond what can be supplied, and the 
price one-third above tho usual standard. I have the satis- 
faction to add, that the revenue continues to rise, and promises 
to exeoed the produce of 1798 in the same proportion that the 
produce of 1798 did that of 1797. 

T propose loaving town on Monday for the South, My in- 

tention is to pasa by Kilkenny, Watorford, Cork, Limerick, and 
Athlono, I shall visit the principal persone who lie in my 
route, and be absent about three weeks, This tour wil! enable 
ime to speak with more precision of tho state of the public mind 
on the Union than I have hithorto been able to do. My ob- 
servations have as yet been altogether confined to Dublin, 
which is cottainly the point of resistance. If I may confide 
in the accounts I receive, the measure is working very favour- 
ably in the South. Within these few daya, the Catholics have 
shown a disposition to depart from their line of neutrality, and 
to support the measure. Those of the city of Waterford have 
sent up a very strong declaration in favour of Union, at the 
same time expressing a hope that it will lead to the accom- 
plishment of their emancipation, as they term it, but not look- 
ing to it as preliminary. The Catholics of Kilkenny have 
agreed to s similar declaration; snd, as the clergy of that 
Church, particularly the superiors, countenance the measure, 
it is likely to extend itself. 

In the North, the public opinion is much divided on the 
question. In Derry and Donegal, the gentry are in general 
well disposed. The linen merchants are too busily employed 
in their trade to think much on the subject, or to take an 
active part on either side ; but I understand they are, on the 
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whole, rather favourable, wishing to have their trade secured, 
which they do not feel, notwithstanding the Speaker's argu- 
ment, to be independent of Great Britain. 

‘Thespeech which was delivered in Parliament by Lord Minto* 
has been very extensively circulated, and has madea very deep 
impression in this kingdom. The liberal and conciliating tone 
in which his Lordship argues the question, has induced many 
persons to give his reasoning the credit of their concession. 
The public sentiment ia visibly softened on the measure, but 
still there is little zeal amongst its supporters, and we must 
be prepared to encounter all the difficulties attendant on so 
extensive s change, which is to be worked in = great measure 
against the private foelings and interests of those in whom the 
political authority of the country at present resides. 

I have the hononr, &o., 


Lord Castlereagh to the Duke of Portland. 
Dublin Castle, July 20, 1799. 

My Lord—Although we cannot as yet assert that we bave 
divided the corporation of Dublin ou the question of Union, 
yet I think the proceedings of yesterday prove that there is a 
hesitation in that body to act up to their former declarations, 
which announces a change of sentiment as approaching, and 
which, I trust, may be improved upon. A motion was agreed 
to in the Commons, that the freedom of the City should be 
presented to My. Saurin for hie manly resistance of a Legicla- 
tive Union with Great Britain, and that the same should be 
presented by the Mayor and Corporation, with their regalia, &c. 
This resolution, being sent up to the board of Aldermen, Alder- 
man Alexander (on whose influence we have principally relied 
in making an impression) stated bis readiness to give the 
freedom of the City to Mr. Saurin, as a very deserving loyal 

1 Bir Gilbert Elliott, created 1797 Baron Minto, and, after having 
merited such distinction by his services, raised to the title of Karl of 
Minto. 
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. 
citizen, but thst he must object to its being granted on the 
ground of his opposition to the Union, as well as to its being 
presented with any unusual marke of respect. His motion, to 
confine it to & simplo vote of freedom, was carried without a 
division. I understand he had a majority of two st the Board. 
This vote being sent down, the Commons sent up another 
Begolution, oarnestly requesting that the freedom at loast 
should be prosented with a suitable address, which application 
was alio nogatived. Not thinking it prudent to try their 
strength ou the present occasion any further, several of Alder- 
man Alexander's friends withdrew, after which several resolu- 
tions against the moasure were sent up, which were also re- 
jocted, but to which the Board (the opposite party being moro 
numerous) seut down a reply, desiring not to be understood as 
having relinquished their former sentiments. Upon the whole, 
your Grace will, J am persuaded, be of opinion that, when 
contrasted with the warmth of their former proceedings, this 
change is important, and that it is material even to have operated 
e0 far on the most hostile corporate body in the kingdom. 

As yet I have heard of no hostile proceedings at any of the 
Assizes that have been held in the Queen's County. Sir 
John Parnell and Mr. Pitt stated to the Grand Jury their 
atroug disapprobation of tho measure, but declined disturbing 
tho County with any meeting upon it. The Assizes of Louth 
are over, but I have not heard what has passed, 

We are using every effort to bring forward the several 
Counties ; and, upon the whole, our prospects are favourable, 
Thave the honour to enclose @ newspaper, in which your Grace 
will observe declarations most respectably signed. From the city 
of Waterford a similar declaration was this day transmitted by 
Lord Ormonde,’ from the Catholics of Kilkenny. 1 entertain 
sanguine hopes thet we shall have sufficient strength in 
Tipperary to carry a County Meeting in favour of Union. 
Although, in general, we have preferred showing our strength 

> Walter, eighteenth Earl and first Marquees. 
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by signatures in this important county, it will be very material 
to instruct the County Members, who both voted against us; 
sa this very unconstitutional practice is but too prevalent in 
Treland, it is fair to turn it to advantage if we can. 

I trust Tipperary is not the only county in which wo chall 
be able to avail ourselves of this expedient to release County 
Members from the embarrassment of their former precipitancy. 

I forbear specifying them to your Grace, as every prospect 
of this kind is 0 liable to failure, that I am unwilling to create 
an expectation which might not be falfilled. 

It is rumoured that some attempt will be made in the 
County of Down at the Assizes against the measure. It is 
my intention to attend. Should Lord Downshire encourage 
it, I cannot flatter myself that my presence can be material ; 
but it may check any attempt which has not his avowed snp 
port, which might otherwise succeed. 

I have the honour to remain, bo, 
CasTLEREAGH, 
Lord De Clifford to Mr. Townshend. 
King’s Weston, July 28, 1799. 

My dear Townshend—I have received your letter, and I am 
sorry to say that I feel a considerable degree of difficulty in 
what manner to anawer it. 1 will just observe that you did 
me but justice in assuring Lord Camden, “that no man wished 
more earnestly for the maintaining of connexion of Ireland with 
England than I- did ;” but still the measure of Union is of 
such immense moment, and appears to me fraught with s0 
much danger, that I cannot help hesitating at giving my sup- 
port to it. Iam not, nor was I ever, much of a politician. I 
have not ability to entitle me to an office of importancé, nor 
am I in any way ambitious of honoars or emoluments ; there- 
fore, in forming a decisive opinion upon this grest national 
question, I shall be actnated, I fatter myself, by the purest 
principles, and decide in whatever manner appears to me to be 
the best for the mutual interest of the two countries. I do, 

AAz 
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and will, support the present administration, from a thorough 
conviction that, in so doing, I am supporting the welfare of the 
Kingdom ; but upon the question of Union, I must be allowed 
to think a little for myself. I am far from presuming to ima- 
gine that I am competent to decide upon this vast measure, 
but have not the smallest hesitation at determining to oppose 
it, if it appeurs that a great majority of the people of Ireland 
fare against it, at a time that it must be obvious to every man 
that this country ought to do every thing in its power to con- 
ciliate the minds of the people of the Sister Kingdom, 

With regard to the measure itself, supposing the nation, or 
even tho Parliament, should be induced to adopt it, I much 
fear that tho great number of absentees which would imme- 
diately follow its being carried into execution would be much 
more likely to occasion the rebellion's breaking out afresh, than 
it would tend to restoring peace and quietness, even were the 
majority of the well affected in favour of it. It is a well-known 
fact to those that aro at all acquainted with the interior of 
Ireland, that s very great majority of the people look upon 
the propriotors of the lend of the country as a set of usurpers, 
and have been ready {time immemorial) to rise and wrest their 
proporty from them on the first opportunity. Iam perfectly 
convinced that we owe the salvation of the country during the 
late rebellion (which, by the bye, I fear is not suppressed, but 
barely smothered) nore to the personal exertions of the country 
goutlemen in devoting their whole time, their lives, and their 
Properties, to keeping their tenantry and neighbours in order, 
than we do to the great military force that was brought into 
the kingdom. If, by forcing » Union upon this country, you 
disgust one half of these gentlemen and convert the other half 
into absontees, you will leave the country a prey to the machi- 
nations of the disaffected, and the consequence I fear would be 
fatal. By bringing forward the question at a time that the 
rebellion is but half suppressed, and the popular clamour 
agsinat it, you give every disaffected rascal in the kingdom an 
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opportunity of calling himself a loyalist, and declaring him- 
self ready to rise up and die in defence of the independence of 
Ireland and in support of ite Parliswent. 1 have frequently 
heard those who are fond of the measure instance the pro- 
sperity of Scotland since it hns been united to England. That 
it has improved in manufactures and agriculture, incressed in 
wealth, &¢., &¢., since the Union, I have no doubt; but J do 
very much doubt whether it would not have improved just as 
much without it. At the same time, I am perfectly satisfied 
that a Union with Scotland was a very politic and wise mea- 
sure, I conceive that, in Scotland, at the time of the Union, 
a great part of the powerful propriotors of land were attached 
to the Pretender; that the great body of the poople did not 
care who was king, but followed the head of their clan to which- 
ever party he pleased. It consequently was a desirable object 
10 carry any measure into execution which should attract the 
rich and powerful to tho British Court, as the natural conse- 
quence of it was their by degrees attaching thomselves to it. 
The very reverse appears to me to be the best policy for Ire- 
land. The landed interest you have already attached to you, 
both from principle and interest. The great body of the 
people are against you, and I should therefore think that, 
instead of holding out inducements to them to leave it, you 
ought rather to give them every encouragement to reside upon 
their estates, and guard the mutual interests andconnexionof the 
two kingdoms, where they have most power to do it with effect. 

Lord Castlereagh informs me that “it is intended that the 
counties should return two members, as at prosent ; that the 
populous cities and towns should return one member each, and 
the rest of the boroughs be classed as in Scotland, making a 
proportionate compensation to the proprictore.” Though I 
solemnly declare I would not hesitate a moment sacrificing my 
borough interest if I was convinced the measure was for the 
public good, I cannot be expected (entertaining the doubts 
that I do respecting it,) to be wholly unmindful of my private 
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interest, and I should wish much to know in what light my 
boroughs would be looked upon according to this plan. If to 
be classed with the other boroughs in their respective counties, 
they would no longer be of any value whatever to me; and as 
neithor of them are what can be called close boroughs, though 
I have not the smallest fear of losing the nomination of a seat 
in either of them, ss long as things remain as thoy are, I 
have my doubts whether I should be thought entitled to any 
compeneation whatever for the great Parliamentary intereat I 
should immediately lose upon such a measure being cartied 
into exceution. 

I have freely stated to you some of the objections I feel to 
a Union; nevertheless, if it appeared that a decided majority 
of the landed interest were in favour of it, I should be inclined 
to give up my own opinion to that of an administration of 
whom I think so highly as the present. 

After all, I should not choose to come to any determination 
just now. 1 shall set off for ireland upon business on Saturday 
or Sunday next, and shall be absent about six weeks. I shall, 
of course, during my stay there, take an opportunity of paying 
my respects to the Lord-Lientenant, and shall also see Lord 
Osstleroagh, if he is in Ireland. On my retarn, you shall hear 
from me. After having consulted with my friends in Ireland, 
I shall probably be able to come to some final determination. 
Had I been prepared to say anything decisive upon the sub- 
ject, E should have been particularly happy to have had an 
opportunity of communicating immediately with Lord Camden. 
‘The kind attention and assistance I received from his Lordship 
while I was in Ireland I shall ever remember with gratitude ; 
and I can, with many others, bear witness to his having con- 
ducted the affairs of Ireland, in the most difficult and un- 
popular times, with ability and firmness, and stilt retaining = 
personal popularity which many other Lords-Lieutenant could 
not attain in much quieter times. 

Tam, &., &e., &., De OxirForD. 
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Mr. King to Lord Castlereagh. 
‘Whitehall, July 28, 1799. 

My Lord—Having communicated to the Duke of Portland 
your Lordship’s letter of the 16th inst , onclosing those from 
Mr. and Mre. O'Connor, I have his Grace's direction to 
acquaint you, for the information of the Lord-Lieutenant, that 
Mrs. O'Connor will be allowed to have every access to her 
husband that the circumstances of the case and Mr. O'Connor's 
situation will allow of, but that, for the present, it must bo at 
Fort St. George, whore Mr. O'Counor is confined. 


T have the honour to be, &., 
J. Kine, 


Mr. King to Lord Castlereagh. 
Secret. ‘Whitehall, Jaly 24, 1799, 

My Lord—Enelosed I transmit to your Lordship, by direo- 
tion of the Duke of Portland, the latest intelligonce that haa 
been received relative to the Spanish and French fleets, which 
sailed from Oarthagena on the 80th ult., for the information 
of his Excellency the Lord-Lieutenant. 

1 am, at the same time, to enclose, for his Excellency’s 
information, » copy of the intelligence which I have at this 
moment recsived from Captain Mumford, relative to the pro- 
ceedings of the Irish Committee at Paris. 

In receiving the Lord-Lieutensnt’s directions with reapect 
to that part of the information which states the residence of 
O’Mealy to be in the neighbourhood of Douaghados, and his 
intention of coming over here to communicate with Malone, 
the Duke of Portland wishes it to be considered whether it 
will not be advisable to allow O’Mealy to carry this part of hia 
intention into effect, and that s trusty person should follow him, 
step by step, with orders to give us immediate notice of hie 
arrival in this place, together with his place of abode. That 
part of the information which relates to the arms to be sont 
from Hamburg to Ireland will be communicated to the 
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Admiralty, in order that proper measures may be taken for our 
obtaining possession of the Prassian vessel which is stated to 
have them on board, Should our endeavours fail, and, indeed, 
at all events, your Lordship will give the necessary orders, 
that the utmost vigilance should be exerted in looking out for 
that vessel off the coast of Belfast and Carrickfergus. 
I have the honour to be, &e., 
J. Kine. 

PS. Captain Mumford informa me that O’Mealy’s object is to 
examine Jreland thoroughly, with a view to ascertaining its 
most vulnerable parts. He will not be stationary in the 
North of Ireland, but will bo moving from one quarter to 
another, Captain Mumford is tbe Captain of an American 
‘vessel, who has been concerned in carrying the Irish emissaries 
backwards and forwards, in the course of his trade, to a con- 
siderable degree. He has been lately employed confidentially. 


Tuly 24, 1799. 
Captain Mumford, who is just arrived from France, states 
that he left London the 28th of May (by Mr. Wickhain's 
directions), and that he reached Paris the 14th of June, having 
‘been obliged to go round by Embden. His chief object was to 
wait ou Bailey at Paris, in order to ascertain whether any com- 
raunication was now carrying on between Lewins and his connox- 
ions in Ireland, He found that a well-known person (O'Mealy) 
had set off five days before with despatches from Lewins, 
Bailey, and Hamilton; that he hod embarked at Dunkirk, 
and had landed at Orfordness, and that from thence he had 
gone to London. These despatches were directed to a 
Mr. Malone in London, whose address Oaptain Mumford ia at 
present ignorant of, but he says that he cannot fail discovering 
it, as O'Mesly (who is now in the North of Ireland, near 
Donaghades) is to meet him here, having » verbal message to 
deliver to him from Bailey, reapecting 9000 stand of arms that 
are to be sent from Hamburgh to sonie place in the neighhour- 
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hood of Belfsst. These arms. Captain Mumford says, are to 
be shipped on board s Prussian vessel, which is to sail very 
shortly from the Elbe. 

‘The principal object of O'Mealy’s mission is to ascertain the 
number of effective men upon whom the French government 
could depend, and at the same time the exact number of 
British troops (particularly the yeomanry) vow in Ireland, and 
the places at which they are stationed. 

Captain Mumford says that Lewins has lately had little 
communication with the Directory ; but he says, at the same 
time, that Lewins entertained the greatest hopes from the 
change which had been lately operated, and that he often 
asaured him he was convinced the present rulera of Franco 
would be more favourable to the Irish cause, and act with more 
vigour than their predecessors. 

Bailey, Lewius, and Hamilton, (who are the acting men at 
Paris) were of opinion that this waa the moment to re-organize 
Ireland, and to send army as fast as possiblo to their friends 
there, a8 the English Government secmed to be lulled into a 
state of security. and to think they had succorded in subduing 
the country, but that they would soon find theraselves mistaken. 

Bailey told Captain Mumford that they could be supplied 
with any quantity of arms, and that they had unlimited credit 
for the purchaso of them and of ammunition. 

Captain Mumford further states, that he believes the French 
fleet is ultimately destined against Ireland ; that Bailey is of 
that opinion; ad that Talleyrand himself had observed to 
him several times lately that Ireland was the only vulnerable 
part of the British Empire. 

JLewins had often complained to Captain Mumford that the 
conduct of the French government had hitherto been so indecisive 
with respect to Ireland, that all their projects had naturally 
failed, Lewins told him also, that the despatches were 
formerly addressed to Mr. Lawless, in the Temple, whose fate, 
Captain Mumford says, ie much lamented at Paris. 

There is a persun of the name of Charles Campbell, pro- 
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prietor of an estate called Craighourg, near Donaghadee, who, 
Captain Mumford suspects, from the manner in which Bailey 
apoke of him, is much attached to the Irish cause, and who ia 
« vory active agent in the North. 

Captain Mumford, on his way through Amsterdam, obeerved 
a brig rigged and fitted like a collier, named the Neptune, 
which, he understood, has done much mischief to our trade off 
the Coast of England. She had an English register, in case 
of being boarded ; her ostensible crew consists of Englishmen 
and Americans, but there are a number of Frenchmen on 
board, who are always concealed in her hull. The master’s 
name is Middleton. 

N.B. O’Mealy has passed over to Franco several times, as pas- 
senger on board Captain Middleton’s vessel : he always went by 
the namo of Berry ; he is about five feet ten, of a polite address 5 
his complexion ia rather fair, his hair reddish, his eyes grey, and 
his mouth rather large. He speaks with a Dublin accent. 


The Duke of Portland to Sir J. O. Hippisley. 
Bulstrode, Saturday, July 27, 1799. 

My dear Sir—I return you many thanks for transmitting me 
the thanks of the Roman Catholic Prelates in Scotland, for the 
aid which Government has given thom in their present distress. 
I fatter mysclf, from what you have told me, that it will answer 
the purpose of making them comfortable ; but, if it gave then 
opulence and power into the bargain, they could not express 
thoir sense of it in more gratefal and interesting terms. If 
you can indicate the neighbouring post town to Seaton, you 
will oblige me, as I feel a desire not to let their letter remain 
long unnoticed. 

There be, and I believe there has never boon, but one 
opinion of the fairness, the steadiness, and the manliness of 
Dr. Moylan’s character, which it was agreed, by all those who 
had the pleasure of meeting him here, wae as engaging as bis 
perton, which avows and bespoaks as much good will as can be 
well imagined in « human countenance. 
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T shall be very glad to receive from you a particular of those 
facta connected with the Catholic arrangement which you think 
20 very material to be attended to. 

Iam, and sliall be, in town every Wednosday till the King 
goea to Weymouth, and will come up besides at any time that 
may be more convenient to you to let me see you, 

I am very sincerely, my dear Sir, 
Your faithful and obedient servant, 
PORTLAND. 


Extract of a letter from the Right Hon. Edmund Burke to Sir 
J.C. Hippislay, at Rome.’ 
London, October 3, 1793. 

I confess I would, if the matter rested with me, enter into 
much more distinct and avowed political connections with the 
Court of Rome than hitherto we have held. If we decline 
them, the bigotry will be on our part, and not on that of his 
Holiness. Some mischief has happened, and much good, I am 
convinced, been prevented, by our unnatural alionstion. If 
tho present state of the world has not taught us better things, 
our error is very much our fault. This good correspondence 
could not begin more auspiciously than in the persou of tho 
present Soveroign Pontiff, who unites the royal and the eacer- 
dotal characters with sdvantage and lustre to both. He is 
indeed @ prelate whose dignity as a Prince takes nothing from 
his hamility as a Priest, and whose mild condescension as 3 
Christian Bishop, far from impairing, in him exalts, the awful 
and imposing authority of the secular Sovereign. 

Private extract of a letter from the Hon. and Right Rev. the 
Bishop of Winchester to Sir J. 0. Hippisley. 
‘Naples, September 20, 1793, 

Ihave perused the papers you communicated through Sir 
‘W. Hamilton. “As to open communication between Great 

1 Theso two Extracts appear to have been enclosnres in a letter of 
Sir J. Cox Hippisley’s, of about this date; but that letter I have not 
been able to find. 
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Britain and the Pope, it is much to be wished, and never more 
so than at present, when the piety, humanity, and liberality of 
Pius VI. present him to us as a Prince, whose friendship is an 
honour, and whose communication, political or private, carries 
everything with it that is virtuous, sincere, and good. Such a 
communication is in character for both countrios, and especially 
for princes respectively the heads of their several religious 
establishments, Aa to the laws to which you allude, I believe 
there is but ono opinion respecting the illiberal spirit of them, 
and the wisdom of relaxing in their enforcement. The occa- 
sion of them is now removed, and without the occasion it iv 
difficult to justify them. 


Lord Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland. 
Dublin Castle, July 29, 1799. 

My Lord—The late Primate of Ireland bequeathed a 
sum of £5,000 to trustees, to be applied to the purpose of 
establishing a University at Armagh, provided the same 
should be incorporated within four years after his decease. 
This torm will expire on the 10th of next October, and, if an 
incorporation of a University at Armagh ball not take place 
before that day, the legaey will lapse. 

It has been Joug considered that the establishment of a 
weoond University in this kingdom, and especially in the 
Province of Ulster, so aa to assist the education of dissenters, 
and to promote an enzlation in the University of Dublin, 
would be of great public benefit. 

The chief difficulty of forming such an establishment arose 
from want of sufficient funds. I therefore adverted to the 
chief establishments of school education under Royal donation, 
and it has occurred to me that s new distribution of the funds 
granted by Charles the First for the establishment of five 
schools in the Provinee of Ulster would, in a great measure, 
form an adequate supply. 
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I therefore directed the enclosed outline of a plan to be 
prepared,! and, having transmitted it to the Primate for his 
Grace's consideration, I also communicate his Grace's private 
observations upon the subject. I do not mean at present to 
enter into any detailed considerations ; but I must observe that 
what the Primate remarks respecting the Astronomer and 
Librarian of Armagh does not sppear to me to have euch 
weight as to prevent their being made efficient and resident 
Fellows of the New University. Their institution has visibly 
a reference to the probability of such an institution as is now 
recommended, and the cireumstance of the patronage belonging 
to the Primate alone might easily be adjusted. 

Noither sball I enter minutely into the subject of the pro- 
portion of dissenters to be admitted. I have held out generally 
to that body that there was @ disposition in Government to 
attend to the interests of their Clergy and to their education ; 
but I euggest that, if his Majosty shall be graciously plossed 
to consider them in any new ostablishment, it will be prudent 
to consult with them previously, so as to innke any royal wark 
of favour as agreeable to that body as possible, 

Tf, upon consideration, it shall appear to his Majesty ad- 
visable that a University should be founded at Armagh opon 
any plan similar to that which I eubnit, a length of period will 
elapse before any buildings can bo fitted for the reception of 
Fellows and Students, and for carrying on the aetual business 
of edacation, The final arrangement of detaila may, therefore, 
be for some time delayed. What will be necessary at present 
is, first, his Majesty's approbation of such a foundation being 
made; secondly, of forming an incorporation before the 10th 
of October, so aa to prevent the lapse of the late Primate’s 
legucy ; and, in the event of receiving hia Majesty’s approba- 
tion, it will be easy for me to have prepared such s draft of an 
incorporation as will secure the legacy, will enable the institu- 
tion to proceed, and to recsive the aid of Parliament, and will, 


1 See Supplement to 1788, 
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at the eame time, admit auch increase and slterations as, upon 
the msture digestion of a final plan, shall be found most ad- 
visable and beneficial. Jan, &c., 

Corxw aLLis. 


Private. Belfast, July 30, 1709. 

Sir—I have received your favour, and have cousequently 
made the nesossary inquiries. I canuot find, through all my 
acquaintance, that such # person has arrived, and am satisfied 
if there is such s oharscter here I must soon meet with him ; 
as he cannot be here any time, neither can there be any arms 
landed without coming to my knowledge. Having called upon 
those most likely to give me satisfaction, I told them I had 
communication from a person in Dublin, whom I styled as one 
of the Executive, that we might expect a landing of arms im- 
mediately, and that ® person would previously land here for 
the purpose, and that probably he had landed and was afraid 
to communicate, and begged they would be vigilant ; therefore 
1am sotisfied, if any person of the description is here, he has 
not as yet made himeelf known. I could wish you would pend 
me a fuller description of him, particularly as to his dress, of 
what line of life to be considered, where from, from what vessel 
landed, and at what house or place he first visited, if corpulent. 
Certainly the person who could have so exactly described him 
to you must know all this, and his place of destination, You 
may rely upon my exerting myself in this and every other 
matter that may be of service to you. But I should rathor 
think your information not well grounded, particularly as it 
states hia having landed. 

Since I wrote you last, I don't find anything doing worth 
noticing. There was s person in here from the neighbourhood 
of Ballymena. He wanted a plan of organisation, but this I 

1 It does not appear by whom this letter was written, or to whom 
addremed. i 
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refused and disapproved of. Thst part of the country by his 
report is totally disarmed snd disorganized. 1 did not see him, 
but I shall be able to find him out shortly. Thero was » meet- 
ing last week in Dromore of the County Down Committee ; it 
‘was not fully attended, not more than four or five; Quin, from 
Crumlin, was the person who waited upon me after. He said 
they wished much to organize the county, and exclaimed much 
for the want of arms, was ordered to attend mo for instructions, 
and, if any expectation of » landing—everything, of course, 
from me to him was discouraging: particularly pointed out to 
him the treachery of the French and the little expectations now 
to be had. I expect shortly to seo him or some other again. 
T should not wish any arrests in Down for the present. I shall 
be very vigilant in respect to Mr, Mealy; if he is landed, he 
taust shortly be known to some of my friends, and then you may 
dopend I shall take care of him and the arms likewise. .I hope 
your information is in time, aa nothing would give me more 
satisfaction than being serviceable upon so great an occasion, as 
it must be the forerunner of and preparatory to some great 
event, Yours, &. 


Lord Castlereagh to the Duke of Portland. 
Dublin Castle, August 5, 1799, 

My Lord—I returned but last night from the North, and 
Jose no time in troubling your Grace with the result of my ex- 
cursion. My object in attending the assizes being purely de- 
fensive, of course nothing was undertaken in favour of the 
moasure. Had anything been brought forward against a Union 
by Lord Downahire’s friends, the numbers would have been 
against us, but our minority would have been numerous, and 
composed of the most considerable gentlemen in the County. 
‘Whatever opposition we may experience in that quarter will 
be of his Lordship’s creating. There is no general indieposi- 
tion to the question, and, with his assistance, the County of 
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Down might be brought to support the meauro with the 
utmost unanimity. Mr, Forde is the only considerable pro- 
prietor not under Lord Downshire’s influence, who entertained 
a strong opinion against Union, and by whom I rather sppre- 
hended that something would be brought forward. I took the 
earliest opportunity of secing him, and so far succooded as to 
reconcile him in a considerable degree. 

I had mach conversation with Lord Downshire. His 
language is strongly adverse, moreso than it was, and although 
he has not atated either to the Lord-Lientenant or to me that 
hia final determination waa taken to oppose the measure in 
Parliament, yet I much fear, from the publicity be has given 
to his opiniona since he ast went to the North, that it ie his 
intention to do so, and that he has committed himself to the 
Opposition on the subject ; but the latter is merely conjecture. 

I think I can perceive that his Lordship is more adverse 
sinoo the plan for the representation was changed: no pecu- 
niary consideration can ever reconcile him to the reduction of 
his Borough influence, which will be reduced in a much greater 
degree by the arrangements at preseat looked to than by that 
which was at first in contemplation. I am the more inclined 
to suppose that some feeling of this sort has its influence, as 
the arguments on which he relies in conversation do not appear 
sufficiently convincing te persuade me that they can have any 
material weight in deciding his Lordship to separate from all 
those with whom he has hitherto acted in politics. 

The temper of the North generally is by no means dis- 
couraging. Your Grace knows that it is not the habit of that 
part of the kingdom to take a very lively interest iu any mea- 
sure proposed by Government. Hada Union been suggested 
by Opposition, as the only safe means of curing the defecta in 
our representation and of settling any religious differences, 
I have no doubt the Province of Ulster would have ere this 
Jent its aupport ; but the people consider success in Parliament 
s0 much, of course, when the Orown is a party, that soqui- 
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eacense on their parts ia on such an oceasion the most natural 
mode of showing their approbstion. Tho resistance that has 
‘been given to it of late bas turned the public attention more to 
the question, and, as far as my information goes, it is gaining 
friends daily. 

In the City and County of Londonderry, resolutiona were 
passed without opposition, and in the County of Antrim there 
ig evory appearance of the most general concurrence in ite 
support. The provailing sentiment in Belfast is favourable, so 
that the Government may at once hope to receive aupport from 
that town. Donegal will also do well; the aovthern countios 
of the province are in @ less manageable state, from their 
happening to be the residences of some of our most determined 
opponents: but we have the satisfaction to find that nothing 
has been done against us at the assizes, although in Oavan an 
attempt was made by Colonel Maxwell, the Speaker's nephew. 

Upon the whole, I am of opinion we shall be able to bring 
it toa Parliamentary question, and that the Opposition will 
resolve itself into the natural repugnance which private ambi- 
tion and private interest may foel to s measure which ex- 
tinguishea for ever the species of Parliamentary authority 
which has ao long prevailed in this country, and in which they 
are so much interested. Your Grace must be prepared for 
severe struggle, and our strength will ultimately be propor- 
tioned to the means we can employ to reconcile the personal 
interests of indiyiduals. 

The Lord-Licutensnt’s progress in the South has been 
marked with the most flattering proofs of public confidence, 
and will, E have no doubt, secure the unquestionable decision 
of that part of the kingdom in favour of Union. 

His Excellensy’s return is fixed for the 12th. I conceive it 
will not be possible for me to receive his commands so as to 
leave Ireland before the 20th. I hope the delay beyond the 
period thst was originally mentioned will not prove incon- 
venient to your Grace. My detention is the less material, ae 

YOL. II. BB 
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I understand Mr. Beresford cannot set out till towards the end 
of the month. T have the hononr to remain, &., 
OasTLEREAGH. 


Sir J. 0. Hippisley to Lord Castlersagh. 
Curson Street, August 6, 1799, 

My Lord—I have the gratification of communicating to 
your Lordship copies of a correspondence on the subject of the 
Catholic Clergy in Scotland, the arrangement being now 
completed in their favour on the ecale I had the honour to 
suggest to Ministers. Dr. Moylan spent nearly a week at 
Bulstrode ; and, by the Duke of Portland's account of his guest, 
your Lordship will observe that the Doctor became a great and 
just favourite there. 

I put the whole of my corrospondence with Lord Hobart on 
the Oatholio subject into Doctor Moylan’s hands, and had the 
pleasure to find that his opinion concurred entirely with my 
own, with respect to the regulations I had sketched. A part 
of those regalations, your Lordship will recollect, went to the 
establishment of a check on the introduction of Reecripta from 
the Pope, &., on the principle of the institutions in France, 
Naplea, the United Provinces, &o. If such « regulation waa 
ever deemed necessary, it becomes doubly so when the Pope is 
in the hands of the republican French, and we have proofs that 
Reacripts were exacted from him by Spain, after the invasion 
of her capital, which were directed to annihilate our Newfound- 
land Trade, as far as tho extension of a supply of fish in the 
Mediterranean can be so considered. 

sincerely trust my Lord Cornwallis’s Government and your 
Lordship’s important official situation will continue at least to 
the completion of an arrangement which is of auch magnitude 
and importance to the fature tranquillity of Ireland. In my 
communication with Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dandas on this subject, 
I told thom that I considered the arrangement in Scotland as 
offering good example to the Irish Catholic clergy. 
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The Speaker told me, some time before, that Mr. Pitt had 
much approved the suggestions I had offered, with respect to 
the distinctiona and checks on the Monastic Clergy. Your 
Lordship will permit me to quote a vulgar Italian proverb, 
which is this:—“ One must be aware of a bull d¢fore, of an 
ase at his dees, and of 8 Friar on all sides.” Seven years’ ex- 
perience on Catholic ground convinced me that this adage was 
well imagined, 

Dr. Moylan says in all circles that Lord Cornwallis is tho 
“+ Saviour of Ireland.” If hia Lordship’s Government carriea 
through thia Union, and gives birth to this Catholic regulation, 
the Doctor must find, if possible, some amplification of his just 


eulogy. 
I can only say my humble services are ever devoted to your 
Lordship. I have the honour to be, &c., 


J. O. Hirristey. 
Lord Hobart returns from Bognor this day, having spent a 
couple of months there ; Dr. Moylan was to set off yesterday 
for Ireland, but I havo prevailed on him to wait the return to 
town of the Secretary at War, who ia anxious to see him. 
Lord Howe died yesterday. 


Ar. King to Lord Castlereagh. 

Private. ‘Whitehall, August 13, 1799. 

My dear Lor—I have just received your letter of the 9th 
instant. The spirit of Rebellion seems st this moment to be 
ao nearly exhausted in Ireland, that I dare say O"Mealy will 
keep himeclf very close, unless his expectation of seeing the 
French and Spanish fleets may render his proceeding more 
open and visible. Mr. Cooke will inform your Lordship of 
my having sent Captain Mumford himself to endeavour to fall 
on O’Mealy’s track, in which case you will hear from the 
Ceptain. 

I have the satisfaction to sequaint your Lordship, for the 

BB 
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information of the Lord-Lieutenant, that Lord Keith was off 
Cape St. Vincent on the Slst of last month, steering to the 
northward. ‘Tho position of the combined fleets, ss your Lord- 
ship is already informed, was on the 2nd of this month about 
thirty-two leagues North-west of Lisbon becalmed. 1 think 
therefore that there is now s tolerably fair chance of our falling 
in with them, before they reach either Ireland or Brest. I 
congratulate you exceedingly on the favourable appearance of 
things in Ireland. I remain, &., 
J. Kina. 

PS. I have forwarded your Lordship’s letter, giving an sc- 
count of the fleet seen off Achill Head to the Duke of Portland, 
who is at Bulstrode, and in my letter to Cooke have given 
the reasona why I conceive them to be only Swedes, 

Thero is Aylmer, a Rebel General of the County of Kildare, 
who, I undorstand, is at this moment walking about the streets 
of London. I should like to know from your Lordship the 
terms on which this man has been suffered to remove himself 
from Ireland, or whether there be such evidence against him 
aa to induce the Lord-Lieutenant to direct that he should be 
sent to Ireland. If he is notoriously guilty of the crimes im- 
puted to him, I should humbly submit that his continuing at 
large at such a moment as the present is not advisable. 

J. RK. 


Lord Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland. 
‘Dublin Castle, August 13, 1799. 

My Lord—I returned to town on Friday, from my southern 
tour, and am happy to have it in my power to convey to your 
Grace the most satisfactory sccounts of that part of the 
Kingdom, as well in point of tranquillity as in general good dis- 
position towards the Government. and cordial approbation of 
the measure of Union. This sentiment is confined to no par- 
ticular class or description of men, but equally pervades both 
the Ostholic and Protestant bodies; and I was much gratified 


4798.) VISCOUNT CASTLEREAGH. 878 


in observing that those feelings which originated with the 
higher orders have, in s great degree, extended themselves to 
the body of the people. 

I received, in the course of my tour, addresses from all the 
public bodies connected with the towns through which I 
passed, as also from those in the neighbourhood of the places 
whore I made any stay (with the exception of those Corpora- 
tions which happened to be under the influence of individuals 
who had taken o part in Parliament against the measure) ; 
they universally declared themselves most warmly and une- 
quivocally on the question of Union ; and, sinee my return, a 
meeting of the County of Tipperary, convened by the Sheriff, 
and most numerously and respectably attended, bas entered 
into strong resolutions, and instructed their representatives to 
support the Union, Lord Lismore! and some few of Mr. Pon- 
souby’s friends attended, but their strongth was av inconsider- 
able, that they withdrew, and the proceeding was unanimous. 
‘The scoeasion of Tipperary to those counties before declared, 
gives us the entire province of Munster ; and its weight will 
be the more authoritative, as it is an inland county and not 
decided merely by commercial prospects. 

The province of Connanght ia going on well. The town of 
Galway has reealled its former decision, and declared strongly 
for Union, I hope the county will shortly follow this example. 
The measure has not as yet made the same progress in the 
province of Ulater. Although we have very formidable oppo- 
nents to contend against in that quarter of the kingdom, I by 
no means despair of the public sontimente being ultimately 
favourable ; and, feeling strongly the importanco of the objeot, 
my exertions shall be particularly directed to dispose the pub- 
lic mind to the Union. In the Northern Counties, we have 
already established the question atrongly in Derry and Antrim. 

‘Were the Commons of Ireland as naturally connected with 

4 Hn succeeded to the Barony om the decease of his father, 1797, and 
was afterwards created a Viscount. S 
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the people as they are in England, and as liable to receive their 
impressions, with the prospects we have out of doors, I should 
feel that the question was in s great degree carried ; but your 
Grace is so well acquainted with the constitution of the 
assembly in which the question is to be prosecuted, and must 
be aware how anxiously personal objects will be connected with 
this measure, which goes to new model the public consequence 
of every man in Parliament, and to diminish most materially 
the authority of the most powerful, that your Grace will 
feel, however advantageous it is for Government to carry the 
public sentiment with it, that distinct interesta are there to be 
encountered, which will require all the exertions and all the 
moana of Government to overcome, and which may still very 
much delay and impede the accomplishment of thia great 
eettlement. Lord Castlereagh will state to your Grace, more 
in detail, my idess on this part of the subject, and on which 
the early success of the measure will, under the present appear- 
ances, absolutely and entirely depend. 
I have the honour to be, &., 


Mr. James Dawson to Mv. Robert Marshall. 
Rostrevor, August 28, 1799. 

My dear Sin—I have had the ploasure of writing several 
letters to you, but have not been favoured with a line from you 
since I left Dublin, In my former letters I mentioned to you 
several gentlemen to whom I requested the pamphlets of Lord 
Minto and Lord Sheffield, on the intended Union, might be 
sent, and any other that may have come ont to be sent to 
myself, with half a dozen of each of the others, directed to me 
at this place. They have not come to hand, and, if I had 
them, I could dispose of them with good advantage to tho 
cause, The public mind is eoftening down, but great paine 
are taken by the Anti-Unionists to raise an alarm among the 
people of Ulster against the question, by insinuating that » 
Union would be the destruction of the linen érade, inasmuch 
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as, when the measure was carried inte execution, England 
would carry from this country the manufacture, Ridiculous 
as the idea must be to every man who knows any thing, yet, I 
assure you, among the ignorant and illiterate, it has been made 
a handle with some effect, and the trade, at this moment, is in 
40 flourishing a state, that the manufacturer and all concerned 
in it are the more tenacious ; however, as I have before ob- 
served, we must be the more alert, and the greater pains must 
be exerted to explain and to undeceive. 

I hava had good deal of private conversation with the 
Peer who directs the cover of this letter; he is at present 
under the influence of the Speaker's polities, but I think ho 
may be worked upon. I find men from the Counties of Cavan 
and Monaghan here, with whom I talked much in the begin- 
ning of July in their own counties, and found them much 
against the measure. I have great satisfaction in being able 
to tell you, that they are much brought about, and that I oon- 
sider thom as gained. 

T beg you will send me the pamphlets by return of post, as 
I want them mach ; and if those I have mentioned are not 
sent, I beg you will order them to be eeut as directed ; and, in 
addition, I have to request you will order the two pamphlota 
to be sent to Mr. Robert Henderson, Cornercribe, Tanderagee. 
1 intend to quit this station as soon as I hear from you, and to 
go into the County of Armagh, and from thence to the low 
part of the County of Antrim, so round by the County of 
‘Dyrone, back to Armagh and Monaghan, which tour will 
employ me till the latter end of October. Youshall hear from 
me oceasionally, and I hope, on my return to Dublin, to have 
it in my power to make & very favourable report. 

The first of this month is long past, but I have postponed 
sending you my receipt till the present moment that I stand in 
need of a visticum ; aud I shall hope for s remittance by return 
of post, directed to me, Rosstrevor, 

Youra moet faithfully, J. D. 
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Mr. King to Lord Castlereagh. 
Private. ‘Whitehall, August 29, 1799, 
My dear Lord—Within I transmit your Lordship, for the 
information of the Lord-Lieutenant, a copy of a letter which 
Mr. Secretary Dundas has this day received from the Prince 
of Bouillon, enclosing s paper containing intelligence from 
Brest. We have not yet received any account of our expedi- 
tion, and are, therefore, as your Lordship may suppose, waiting 
with the utmost anxiety, although with little apprehension, as 
to the result, I have the honour to be, &c., 
J. Kixe. 


Jereey, August 26, 1799. 

Sir—I have the honour to transmit to your Excellency the 
last state of Brest that has reached me direct ; I expect every 
moment further particolars, which I shall lose no time in for- 
warding. It doos not appear that they have many troops 
with them, ae a report is circulsted that an auxiliary army of 
25,000 men is coming into France by the Pyrenees, from 
which they are to complete the parties that do duty as marines 
in the Meet. There is nothing new in the vicinity of the 
weighbouring coasts. The Chousns continue their partial de- 
predations, principally directed against the public communi- 
cations in the interior. 

T have the honour to be, &., 
D’Avverane, Prince of Bouillon. 
Substance of Communications from Brest direct, up to the 10% 
of August, inolusive. 

Angust 8th. The combined fleet that has retarned with 

Admiral Bruix to this port is composed as follows :— 
Of the Line of Battle— 

Freuch, sight of 100 to 110 guns, upon three decks ; seven- 

teen from 74 to 84 guns, upon two decks; of these, 17, the 
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Formidable and Indomptable, have barbet batteries upon their 
gangwaye, which, in effect, makes them three-deckers: total, 25. 

Spanish, four from 100 to 114 guns, upon threo decks ; 
eleven from 70 to 84 gans, upon two decks: total, 15. 

Total of the combined fleet returned fit for service, 40 sail of 
the line. French, eight frigates, six corvettes, four fire-ships, 
and several emall tenders. Spanish, four frigates, two cor- 
votes, and three store-ships, on flute. 

‘There lay in the Boad, when they came in, five line-of- 
battle shipa that had been there some time, five frigates, and 
three corvettes. 

Tho Indivisible is rigging with the greatest activity, and the 
artificera of the yard are fitting her with a barbot battery, like 
the Formidable. 

August 9th. The frigate La Vengeance was hauled out of 
dock, and the Précieuse got into her place. 

The ships Mutine and Entreprenant have been, dismantled, 
being found unfit to keep the sea; their crews, with that of 
the frigate La Précieuse, are distributed between the Dugom- 
mier, Patriote, and Berwick, of 74 guns each. 

The above dismantled ships are still kept in the Road as 
receiving ships. 

‘The ships are returned, completely stored for service, from 
the Spanish arsenals, and their crows are kept strictly on 
board, to prevent desertions. 

Brest, August 9, The five Spanish ships, from the Island 
of Ain, are daily expected, as is the Argonaute, a new line-of- 
battle ship, from L’Orient. 

Orders have been received to show every distinction to the 
Spaniards, and there is a great feast given them to-day in the 
Road. 

Brest, August 10. State of the Road on this day. 


Line-of-battle fit for Sea. 


Fourteen three-deckers, including the Formidable and In- 
domptable, with barbet batteries on their gangways; twonty- 
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nine from 84 to 74 guns, two-deckers ; two hulke, receiving 
ships ; seventeen frigates ; eight corvettes, and several store- 
ships and smalt tenders. . 
D’Avvzreng, Prince of Bouillon. 

Just as I aeal my letter, one of my confidential men is 
aived from the Coast, with accounts that the desertion of the 
seamen from Brest is almost general. The Roads of Britany 
are covered with them, disputing the passage with the gen- 
darmorie, that are all in activity to provent it, 


Right Hon. John Beresford to Lord Castlereagh. 
Buxton, August 80, 1799. 

My dear Lord—I have just received yours of the 26th. I 
am much obliged to you for your attention to my convenience, 
I see your letters say that either the middle or the end of the 
month is equal to ministers on this side, but I am certain they 
wish for the end. Iwrote to Lord Auckland! to know what he 
heard them say on the subject of time, and he told me, in answer, 
the end of the month; Rose wrote to me to Dublin (which I 
received here) for papers, among others, for the last Book of 
Rates, to be sent, under cover, to Mr. Frewin, Commissioner of 
Qustoms, which has been sent. I wrote to him from hence in 
anawor, and desired him to let me know when he thought I 
should be called to London; his answer was, that Mr. Pitt was 
wholly oocupiod by naval and military business, and would 


* William, third son of Sir Robert Eden, Bart, of Weet Auckland, 
Dourhara, was bred to the bar, and successively filled many important situa- 
tions. He was Under-Secretary of State for the Northern Department, 
first, in 1771, and egain in 1773; Commissioner to America, 1778; Chief 
Seeretary in Iroland, 1780; Vice-Treasurer of Ireland, 1783; Envoy 
Extraordinary to France for Commercial Matters, 1785; Ambassador to 
Madrid, 1787; Plenipotentiary to Holland, 1789; Joint Postmaster- 
Generel from 1798 to 1801. In 1793, he was created a British Pear by 
the title of Boron Auckland, heving previously been invested with an 
Irish Peerage. By his lady, the sister of Six Gilbert Eliot, the first Lord 
‘Minto, he hed children born in all the different countries to which he 
‘was onlled by pablio business, 
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not be able to attend to us before the end of September or the 
beginning of October, and thst he was himeclf taking ad- 
vantage, and going for three weeks or a mouth to Cufnella; so 
that I am certain thst you would only lose time by coming 
before the end of September. 

On Rose's sending for the Book of Rates, and desiring it to bo 
sent to Frewin, I see they mean to go into certain calculations 
and compariaons. I therefore wrote to Cooke, not being sure 
that you might not have set out for London, and desired him, if 
thought necessary, to order Weld, who was at Liverpool, to 
stay on this side the water, in case our meeting had been in the 
beginning of September ; but, on receiving B.’s answer, and 
hearing from Dublin that O. was at the Chancellor's, I wrote 
to Weld to Liverpool to go home, and, I suppose, he is now in 
Dublin, and Rogers Wethersl, first clork in the Inspector’s 
office, is in London. 1 wrote to him to stay there, and found 
that Isaac Corry had before secured him. 2 

Among the various subjects which must be discussed, 1 
think the ascertaining the quantum of onr contribution will 
be one of the moat difficult: it might, therefore, be well to 
sound men’s opinions on that point, to direct our ideas to what 
may be thought reasonable by mon of sense and weight; I 
have reason to believe that the Speaker relies upon the diffi- 
culties he will be able to throw in the wey of a final 
adjustment. 

Patrickeon is here, eo isthe Bev. Mr. Elliot, Grattan’s! 
brother-in-law: he told the former that Grattan was in the 
Isle of Wight, very ill, that be was ordered not to read or 

\ Henry Grattan, whoee father was Recorder of and M.P. for Dublin, 
was educated at Trinity College, called to the bar, and, through the influ- 
ence of the Earl of Charlemont, obtained a seat in Parliament, where he 
gained such distinction by his exertions in behalf of the independence of 
‘Ireland, that the sum of £50,000 was voted to him for his services. 
He was likewise a zealous and persevering advocate of the claims of the 
Catholics, and an equally stremous opponent of the measures of Govern- 
ment in general, und of the Union in particalar. 
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write, or attempt any business, but that he was constantly 
writing, and was determined to go to Ireland the end of Sep- 
tember or beginning of October, and was full of politios, and 
nothing his friends could ssy had any effect upon him. Lord 
D. surprised me, but I fear he is inveterate ; his oriticiem is 
very diverting as a criticiem ; but I fear it shows a mind deter- 
mined to think on one aide of this great question only. Alick 
Knox is gone from me since Tuesday ; George Knox went 
yostorday ; they are at Matlock. The latter goes to London 
on Monday. I do not yet know when the former stirs, 
Counsellor William Smith' has just left me; he goes off just 
now: ho bas been extracting from my volumes of Union 
pamphlets, for some days, and is about some work, which I 
conjecture to be a review of the whole of the arguments. 

Monsieur le Commandeur de Marcellangea, my brother- 
in-law, came to me yesterday from Lord Moira’s, aud I 
have just received s letter from Lady Hill* and Fanny, 
from Liverpool, where she landed last night from Derry in 
thirty-one hours; and, about an hour ago, arrived Sir Henry 
Tuite and my niece; so that I shall not be alone in this most 
dismal place, 

My health is better ....... and I can walk much better 
than I have been able to do for many months, so that I hope 
soon to be able to go anywhere. 

* Son of Sir Michae} Smith, one of the Barons of the Exchequer in 
Treland; he was educated st Trinity College, Dublin, and afterwards 
ame to Landon for the purpose of studying the law. Here he gained 
the friendship of Mr. Barke, and, ou bis return to Ireland, became an 
eminent pleader at the Irish Bar, partieularly in the Court of Chancery. 
He also distinguished bimself in the House of Commons, and, after the 
‘Union, was raised to the Bench as a Baron of the Exchequer. The work 
for which Mr. Beresford supposed Mr. Smith to be making extracts 
‘was, no doubt, a pamphlet published by him in 1799, with the title of 
“+ Addvees to the People of Ireland on the subject of the proposed Union 
between the two Kingdoms.” 


> Third daughter of Mr. Beresford, and wife of Sir George Fitagerald 
Mill, 
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‘We have not had a single day without rain, and the place 
is, without exception, the most dismal and disagreeable 1 evef 
waa at. A man need not wait for the gloomy month of 
November to hang himself; he need only come to Buxton in 
August, I suppose some one wrote to Sir George Hill, or 
the girls, that I was either about to die a natural desth or to 
hang myself, by their setting out in such a hurry from Derry 
for Liverpool, to see me before I departed; but I hopo to 
depart for London, not for the next world yet. 

Iam, my dear Lord, yours, &., 
J, Brrzsrorp. 


The Duke of Portland to the Lord-Licutenant. 
Whitehall, Saturday, August 82, 1799. 

My Lord—I have had the honour to receive and Isy before 
the King your Excellency’s letter of the 29th of last month, 
in which you remind me of the legacy of £5000 which was 
oft by the late Primate of Ireland, to be applied to the purpose 
of establishing a University at Armagh, “ provided the same 
should be incorporated within four years after his decease,” 
and represent that the term so specified will expire on the 10th 
of next October, and that the legacy will lapse, unless the 
condition annexed to it is fulfilled before that day. Your 
Exeollonoy communicates the reasons which have beon alloged 
in favour of such an establishment, and suggests the means of 
providing funds for it; and you also transmit the outlines of 5 
plan of the Institution, together with = copy of the prosent 
Primste’a observations upon it. 

Considering the time which has passed sineo your Excellency 
put theee papers into my hands, and the near approach of the 
period at which the bequgst becomes void, your Excellency 
mnay possibly be led to think that the subject hae not received 
the attention it was entitled to: but, as the establishment, to 
which it was to be inferred from the plan the legacy was 
intended to be spplied, was of a nature and extent which ap- 
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peared to me to lead to consequences which required the most 
serious and deliberate consideration, I was not only desirous, 
but felt it. my duty, to collect the sentiments of persons of the 
most discreet and comprehensive judgment in this kingdom 
upon @o novel and unprecedented an institution, before I anb- 
mitted it to his Majesty’s confidential servants, all of whom, 
that I have had the good fortune to consult, agree with me in 
recommending it to your Excellency to let the legacy lapse, 
and to lay aside, at least, for the present, any thought of such 
an institution, or of any alteration or modification in tho ap- 
propriation of the fund arising from the estates granted by 
King Qharles the First, for the establishment of the five 
schools in the province of Ulster. 

Much doubt is entertained by thoze with whom I have con- 
‘versed upon the subject, whether the Bevenues of the Estates 
in queation could be diverted from the purpose to which they 
wore originally destined, to be applied in the manner now 
proposed ; and, as for the legacy, it is considered to be utterly 
inapplicable, becauze, although it is stated to be intended for 
the erection of a second University in Armagh, it is not to be 
presumed that the Primate would have contributed in any 
manner whatever to the establishment of an institution for 
the encouragement of Schismatica and Separatists from the 
Church, of which he was not only the first Minister, but one 
of the most zealous and devoted members. 

However we should have concurred in wishing that Trinity 
College had not been placed in Dublin, we are far from being 
prepared to say that a second University would be of public 
benefit in Ireland, and more especially in the present ciroum- 
stance of the impending Union, which no means perhaps are #0 
well calculated to perfect and to gender us indiasolubly one 
uation, a8 indacements to the better orders of the people of 
that kingdom to receive a part of their education either at the 
Schools or Universities of this country. 

I should, therefore, very much hesitate as to the policy of 


1799.) VISCOUNT CASTLEREAGH. 383 


enlarging st this moment in Ireland the means of education, 
so far as it regards persons of that description, or in giving any 
facility to the education of the better classes, and I think it a 
matter well worthy of consideration, in what manner enconrage- 
ment can be given to Irishmen to study and take degrees in 
either of the two English Universities. 

As to the advantage which would be derived from auch an 
institution by the emulation it would create in the University 
of Dublin, I will venture to ssy that there is not a place of 
education in any part of his Majesty’s dominions, or perhaps 
in the kmown world, to which such an argument is 60 little 
applicable. If the times had afforded your Exeellency leisure 
and opportunity to be acquainted with the syatem and course 
of the studica in Trinity College in Dublin, the exercises por- 
formed by the students, the frequent public examinations they 
undergo, the very severe trials to which those are obliged to 
submit who are candidates for fellowahips, and the sacrifices, 
in point of health, which sre but too often made in the con- 
tests which annually take place there for literary fame, I am 
confident that you would have been of opinion that, instead of 
using means to raise the spirit of emulation, sound policy, or 
homanity, at least, rendered it more necessary to consider of 
moans to restrain it within proper bounds. 

T shall speak with little less confidence as to the benefit 
which it has been supposed would arise in assisting the Die- 
eenters in the course of their education. They are not persons 
of that description, in point of pecuniary circumstances, who 
are in want of such aid; but, though the policy of the country 
admits of their being tolerated, ss long as it shall judge an 
Established Beligion to be nocesesry, #0 long, I conceive,-muast 
it be inconsistent for it to give premiums for the profeasion of 
other religious permasions ; and I should incline to say that 
it must be so long impossible for it to establish a achool and 
sppoint Divinity Professors, whose doctrines were not sub- 
jected to any control or responsibility, and which were in 
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several respecta in opposition to those which the Government 
of the country was bound to recognize and support. 

‘Withont any inconsistency, aa I conceive, in the sentimenta 
I have now the honour to communicate to your Excellency, it 
certainly was, and continues to be, the opinion of the King’s 
vervanta, that the interests of the Protestant Dissenters should 
receive an additional mark of his Majesty's favourable stten- 
tion by a farther allowance to their clergy and s new distribu- 
tion of the bounty which his Majesty should he graciously 
pleased to grant for that purpose ; but, to the beat of the recol- 
lection of those by whom this measure was entertained and 
discassed, a principal object in the increasing and new- 
modelling the allowance to the persons of this persuasion, 
(which, I must observe, was intended to be restrained to the 
ministers of that Oburch, and who were the only persons of 
that description in the contemplation of those who discussed 
the point), was, to make them more dependent, and render 
them more amenable to Government ; and one of our principal 
views waa, to prevail upon them by these mesns to form among 
themselves some such orders and gradations as prevail in the 
Established Oburch in Scotland, to which part of this king- 
dom, and to ita Universities, it is much more desirable that they 
should resort for their institutions and teneta than to any 
school or Professor that may be set up in their own country. 

As I am willing to hope that the reasons I have stated to 
your Excellency are sufficient to satisfy you that the opinion 
of the King’s servants has not been lightly taken up, and that 
it cannot be recommended to his Majesty to give his eanotion 
to the intended appropriation of the late Primate’s Legacy, or 
to the establishment of a second University in Ireland, it 
nay be useless for me to say, that euch an institution as has 
‘been proposed to your Excellency would never have taken 
effect without creating such an alarm in the two Universities 
in this kingdom as would have produced the most rericus 
remonstrances from them against his Majesty's being advised 
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to aasent to auch a measure; nor indeed can I believe that 
the serious and well-isposed people of this country (nine- 
tenths of whom are members of the Established Church) would 
be brought to look upon such an experiment aa a matter of 
indifference, 

One other cireumatance occurs to me, which I am unwilling 
to pasa over, leat it may be resorted to in support of a Die- 
senting Establishment of the nature proposed, and that is, the 
Seminary at Maynooth. I must, therefore, observe that that 
institation took place at a time when the Roman Catholics 
wore deprived of all the moans they had till then possessed of 
having persons educated for holy orders, according to the 
rales of that Church ; that it was solely confined to that pur- 
pose, that it was immediately under the eye of Government, 
and it was revocable at pleasure; and that, although it origi- 
nated in the manner and for the reasons I have stated, it had 
the advantage also which has been much and-Jlong wished for 
by some of the best friends of Ireland ; that, by affording to 
those Roman Catholics who were destined for the service of 
the Church the means of receiving their education in their 
own country, it tended to prevent the prejudices which those 
people were but too apt to imbibe by being forced from their 
native country, in order to qualify themselves for admission to 
the holy ministry, which, smong them, requires » particular 
course of life, as well as of studies, in which a total seclusion 
from all worldly intercourse, as well as a series of the most 
sustere and self-denying practices, makes an indisponsably 
necessary part. This case, therefore, will be found, on comps- 
rison, not to differ less from that of the Protestant Dissenters 
than the forms and ceremonies of their respective religions. 

But there is still another objection, which, to my mind, must 
ever be fatal to the establishment of such an institution as has 
deen suggested, and particularly eo to that part of it by which 
it is intended to create a Divinity Professorship. Tho idess 
of dissent and toleration render it, as I conceive, imposible 
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to form any general rules or orders, in the nature of articles 
of religion or ecclesiastical canons, by which persons who are 
suffered to avail themselves of those indulgencea can be made 
Viable to any censures or punishments, but for conduct or doo- 
trines which may be deemed blasphemous or seditious ; 0 that, 
in fact, a professor of the Dissenting University must be at 
liberty, in points of doctrine and discipline, to hold fast what 
tenets he pleases, and to counteract any ordinances of the 
Established Oburch in that respect, and may exert himeclf in 
doing it every injury in his power under the sanction and 
authority of Government. 

I will not enlarge farther upon this subject, because, from 
the light in which it has been seen by such of his Majesty's 
servants as have been particularly called upon to consider it, 
I persuade myself that, when it comes under the consideration 
of those friends who were prompted by their zeal and attach- 
ment to Government to make this propoeal to your Excellency, 
there will remain no difference of opinion with regard to the 
propriety of laying it entirely aside, From this statement, I 
trast the difference between the institution at Maynooth and 
that which is proposed for the Protestant Dissenters at Armagh 
is so clearly and distinctly marked, as to render it impossible 
to bring forward the former as s precedent or argument for the 
establishment of the latter, to which, indeed, if it were pra- 
dent to give any countenance, I believe it might be safely left 
to the Dissenters themselves, who would find the difficulties, 
in forming auch an establishment, to be so numerous as not to 
be surmounted even by their perseverance. 

T have the honour to be, &., 
PorTLann. 


The Ree. Dr. Dillon to the Reo. Dr. Troy. 


Clare, September 1, 1799. 
Most Rev. and Desr Sir—Your favour of the 27th ult., 
which was forwarded after me to Westport, I received only 
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this day on my arrival here. Had I beon in due timo ac- 
quainted with the wishes of Lord Oastlereagh, I would cer- 
tainly have attended the County of Galway meeting, though, I 
must confess, I should have felt’ myself out of my sphere in a 
public meeting of that description. It only remains for me at 
present to request your Lordship will be so obliging as to 
have my name pat to the list. I feel myself each day less 
shy of publicly declaring my sentiments and wishes relative to 
the Union. I have had an opportunity, in the course of the 
parochial visitation of this diocese, which is nearly finished, 
of observing how little averse the public mind is to that 
measure; and I have alao had an opportunity of acquiring the 
strongest conviction that this measure alone can restore har- 
mony and happiness to our unhappy country. 

I write this scrawl on the altar of a country chapel, but 
hall soon have leisure to give you a full narrative of my ad- 
ventures. If I can judge from appearances, the people are 
heartily sick of rebellion and French politics. There are, 
however, still some freebooters and outlawed rebela in the 
mountains of Connemara, which place I have not dared to 
visit. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 
Epwarp Dion. 


Memorial of the Rev. Dr. Coppinger, Roman Catholic Bishop 
of Cork, respecting a Notice posted near the Chapel of Bal- 
Iyntantis, in the neighbourhood of Middleton, County Cork. 

‘Middleton, September 2, 1799. 
On Sanday, the eighteenth of August, s Notice against the 
paying of tithes and assisting the clergyman to draw them 
was posted up close to the Ohapel of Ballyntantis, near 

Middleton, which, being observed by the parish priest, the 

Rey. Michael Barry, a1 he was about to enter the chapel, he 

remonatrated forcibly against it, and insisted that the people 

oc2 
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present shonld instantly take it down. They did not do so 5 
he, therefore, took it down himself; and, refusing to say masa 
for them, came off at once to give me an account of the trans- 
action. I expressed, not only to himself, the satisfaction which 
his conduct here gave me, but went with him to his other 
chapel at Middleton, where, in presence of a very largo con- 
gregation, I repeated the encomium, and returned him public 
thanks, I then laid an interdict upon the Chapel of Ballyn- 
tantia, till the pariahioners, in a body, should declare their 
abhorrence of this Notice, and give sufficient reason to expect 
that they would nover again be concerned in nor countenance 
any similar outrage. The following day, I engaged the parish 
priest to accompany me to Cove, where we presented the 
Notice to Sir Charles Ross, to receive hie directions, and lay 
before him what we ourselves had done. He was pleased to 
signify his approbation, but, at the same time, desired us to 
let the people know from him that, if any disorderly conduct 
of that sort should appear there again, he would send troops 
to live upon them for a month at free quarters. The General's 
determination was to be announced to them in the chapel- 
yard the next Sunday, but they came to me before that day, 
accompanied by their parish priest; for I refused to listen to 
them without him, They declared their regret for not having 
taken down the Notice; they endeavoured to exculpate them- 
selves on the score of being concerned in putting it there ; 
they offered to make up, smong them, a sum of thirty or forty 
pounds, as » reward for discovering the guilty person; they 
promised to opposo unsnimously any proceeding of this sort, 
should such ever be attempted in their parish. The parish 
priest bore testimony that these people were heretofore the 
best conducted and the most exemplary under his care, yet I 
etill refused to withdraw the interdict, until, after stating 
these particulars to the Genoral, I should have his express 
concurrence. J accordingly wrote to him by one of them, and 
received the following answer :—~ 
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Cove of Cork, August 24, 1799. 
Sir—I am happy to learn that the measures which you 
have adopted appear likely to prevent « repetition of the very 
unjustifiable proceeding which lately occurred in the parish 
under Mr, Barry’s charge. Nothing can give me more pain 
than being obliged to sdopt severe and rigorous measures, 
in order to preserve the peace of the country; but, should a 
similar cireumstance oceur, I will feel it my duty to make the 
inhabitante of the neighbourhood of the place where any un- 
lawfal proceeding takes place entirely responsible for the 
consequences, unless they produce the guilty persons. Itis my 
anxious wish to proserve tho security and tranquillity of the 
country by the most moderate and lenient measures; but, if 
obliged to adopt a different line of conduct, the people may be 
asaured that no indulgence shall be shown to offenders. If 
you think it expedient to take off tho interdict Jaid upon the 
chapel, I can have no objection to your doing so, 
T have the honour to remain, &0., 
CHARLES Ross, Major-General. 
The Rev. Doctor Coppinger. 


‘There is not a sentence in the General's letter that was not 
literally communicated and strongly enforced at the Chapel of 
Middleton by myself in Englich and by the parish pricst in 
Irish; after which I gave him directions to go in person to 
the Chapel of Ballyntantia, to speak to the people there; and, 
though I withdrew the interdict, I ordered, at the same time, 
a sentence of excommunication to bo pronounced against any 
porson or persons who should thenceforward bo guilty of, or in 
any wise concerned in, a like offence. This order, with a view 
to greater formality, I committed to writing, and directed, aa 
a letter, to the parish priest, though I gave it open, out of my 
own hand, desiring that he himself might seal’ it, and never, 
indeed, suspecting that it could be made the subject of a 
serious complaint against me, as I now perceive it has, by the 
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following eonclasion of Lord Longueville’s card to the parish 
priest of Middieton. “Sir Charles Ross's letter to the titular 
Bishop was much stronger and more explicit than it appeared 
+o the Bishop to be designed for, by the communication he made 
of it to Mr. Barry, which is gone to the Lord-Lieutenant.” I 
cannot wish it to come before s better tribunal, and, the above 
particulars considered, I rest with confidence in the result. 
‘Wiuam Coprincer, D.D. 


The Duke of Portland to Lord Cornwallis. 


Dover, Monday, September 9, 1799. 

My Lord—The complete auccess which has attended the 
measure which his Majesty was empowered to take by an Act 
of last Session, of recruiting his regular forces out of the 
Militia, the eagerness which has been manifested by those corpe 
to alter the nature of their service, and the disappointment 
which has been almost universally expressed by them on find- 
ing themselves restrained from indulging their ardour by the 
Kimitation in point of number of those who are to be suffered 
to enlist, would have been of themselves a strong inducement 
to the King’s servants to submit to his Majesty the propriety 
of applying again to Parlisment to onable him to give a farther 
scope to the zeal of this description of his subjecta, and to 
soquire for the only deficient part of his atrength thove sources 
of activity and energy which would put it upon a par with 
the other powers of his Government, But, in addition to this 
enoouragement, the course of great and happy events which 
have providentially succeeded each other in such rapid and 
uninterrupted order, the general prosperity of the country, and 
the knowledge of the solidity of our own resourocs, have 60 
raised the spirits of the people in general, and disposed them 
to repose anch unreserved confidence in Government, and to 
show such real in its support, that, considering the grest ob- 
jeote which present themselves in different parts of the world, 
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and the prospect of bringing this war to such s termination as 
may not only secure the glory but the happiness of this 
country, and the general tranquillity of the civilized world, we 
held it to be our duty humbly to recommend to hia Majesty 
to avail himself of the power with which he is invested by 
law to order his Parliament to meet at a fortnight’s notice for 
the despatch of business, but, in fact, for the sole purpose of 
its being proposed to them to pass an Act to onable his 
Majesty to make ancther call on the zeal and loyalty of hie 
people for a further recruit from the Militia, which, without 
diminishing the numbers of the established permanent Militia, 
shall authorize his Majesty to accept the offer of the services 
of any number of Militia-men, who may be inclined to enlist 
in regular regiments, provided the number is not such as to 
reduce the complement of the Militia below what it was fixed 
at, in consequence of the laws which existed before the Sup- 
plementary Militis was raised. To this his Majesty was 
pleased to assent; and a council was accordingly held yesterday 
at Weymouth, on which a Proclamation was ordered to be 
issued for calling the Parliament which will meet on to-morrow 
fortnight, the 24th instant, for the despatch of business. 

The great and ultimate object for which this step haa beon 
taken will obviously suggest to your Excellency the hopes of 
his Majesty’s Government, and the expectation they may enter- 
tain of deriving great assistance upon this occasion from the 
kingdom over which you preside, and particularly from its 
Militia corps; the generality of whom, it is represented to us, 
would most gladly enlist in the regiments of the line, and 
would be generally encouraged to do 80 by their officers, becanse 
I am assured the commanding officers would be able, without 
diffictlty, to settle with the privates of their reepective regi- 
menta, and to replace them, if it should be thought necessary, 
at the rate of £10 per man, (the bounty which has been allowed 
respectively to such of the Militia-men of this country as have 
enlisted into the regulara,) and it is indeed upon the strength 
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of the assurances which I have received in this respect, that 
this wish is now communicated. 

As I have suggested a mode of procuring the enlistment of 
the Militia-men, and have expressed myself in terme that may 
naturally lead your Excellency to imagine that the Militia in 
Ireland ia not an institution which I should much regret the 
Joas of, I must expresely declare to you that nothing is further 
from my intention than to guide or influence your opinion in 
either of these respects. The wish of his Majosty’s Govern- 
mont ia confined to the acquisition of a large reinforcement of 
the army out of the Militia, because it would be, and is, the 
only means of rendering the army efficient and active, and of 
giving his Majesty, with any degreo of cortainty, the imme- 
dinto advantage of » large disposable force in that part of the 
world, where it could be most usefully and expeditiously em- 
ployed. But your Excellency will understand that the mode 
and manner of obtaining it is left entirely to your better infor- 
mation and judgment; and that, provided, of whioh your 
experience and attachment to the service do not allow me to 
doubt, no injury arises to the recruiting service on thia side of 
the water, you may depend upon the fall sanction of his 
Majesty’s approbation to any method yon may think fit to 
employ for the attainment of this purpose. But, as the Militia- 
men cannot be discharged from their present engagement but 
by the authority of the Legislature, and as it must be obvious 
to your Excellency that much of the advantage to be derived 
from the measure will arise from the despatch with which it 
is oarried into effect, you will, I dare say, have anticipated the 
wish I am to signify to you that no time may be lost in con- 
ferring with those whom you may think proper to consult on 
the subject, in order that » Proclamation may issue for the 
calling of the Irich Parliament, in the same manner and for 
the same purpose as that for which I have acquainted you that 
hia Majeaty held yesterday s Council st Weymouth; and with 
this view I have to propose that the conferences respecting the 
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Union should be deferred until this measnro has been carried 
in Ireland; because I must presume that, on such an occasion, 
the presence of the Chancellor, Lord Castlereagh, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, and Mr. Beresford, must be indie- 
ponsably necessary ; although the Session need not last more 
than a week, and, in the space of another week, or ten days at 
most, the Bill may be returned, and the King’s assent may be 
signified to your Excellency. This proceeding, therefore, 
though it must necessarily retard the proposed meetings re- 
apecting the Union, need not defer them more than three 
weeks at most; and, as it is your Excellency's intention not to 
assemble the Parliament of Ireland before Christmas, and as 
that of this kingdom has no occasion to meet earlier, the time 
that is most convenient to Lord Castlereagh and the other 
gentlemen to come over for settling tho arrangements relative 
to this great measure cannot but suit us, and it is therefore 
our desire that the appointment should be left entirely to 
them, z 

I cannot conclude this letter, without having the satisfaction 
of acquainting your Excellency that his Royal Highness the 
Duke of York embarked yosterday evening at Deal, to take 
upon him the command of his Majesty's troops, and thove of 
the Emperor of Bussia, which are destined for the deliverance 
of Holland, and the re-establishment of its ancient government; 
that the remainder of the troopa which are to serve under his 
Royal Highness will be all embarked in the course of to-morrow 
and Wednesday, and that accounts were received yesterday of 
the arrival of the Russians on Saturday, in Yarmouth Roada, 
20 that, in all probability, they will reach the Texel before, or 
at the same time with, the troops which sre now embarking 
in the Downs, I again beg leave to congratulate your Ex- 
cellency on the success of his Majesty’s forces under Sir 
Balph Abercromby, and the surrender of the Dutch fleet, 
which most auspicions beginning there is reason to hope, from 
Sir Ralph Abercromby’s letters of yesterday, is not likely to 
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hended. 


I have the hononr to be, &e., 
PoRTLaND. 


The Marquess of Waterford to Lord Castlereagh. 
September 9, 1799. 

My dear Lord—I do not hesitate in pronouncing that the 
opinion of the County and City of Waterford is nearly unani- 
mous in favour of Union; that my own idea was, at the 
sssizes it might have been passed and carried; and that I 
acted on what was determined on st the meeting we had at the 
Park, where the resolutions in favour of Union were decided. 
In County, they are decided in the resolutions presented by 
the High Sheriff, and in the City in those agreed to with 
equal unanimity, which were avoided by the corporation being 
presented, and which, however late, I think atil! ought be 
taken up. They are at this moment in the hands of the Dean 
of Waterford. I take the proper mode to be to force them into 
notice, to found fresh resolutions on them, as fall us you desire 
and a8 explicit ; but, from their being smothered in the city, 
I think they ought to be revived first there, and great care 
taken that nothing should wear the remotest appearance of 
surprise. Guarding against that, I have uo objection to what 
hie Excellency wishes ; at the same time, I do not think you 
are aware of the situation of the country, and that you havo 
put the yeomanry off permanent pay at the moment it is in 
the most dangerous sitvation since the rebellion, To me it is 
evident that the Anti-Unionists co-operate with the ill-affected 
in the country, in drawing every power against Union, and in 
endeavouring to draw the whole weight to rise and murder all 
the friends of Union. At first, I laughed at the reports I 
heard ; but, from the reporta I heard, and the information I 
have had, I am decided the entire lower class are on the point 
to sise and murder. From the accounts I gave Lord Com- 


1799.] VISCOUNT CASTLEREAGH. 895 


wallis, I flattered myself his Excellency would have suthorized 
mo to re-establish the yeomanry on pay. In the present alarm, 
1 know it will be unwise aud unpopular not to do it, and that 
I shall in a few days be drove to send Lady W. and my girle 
to Dublin, unless it is fully done. I could not have conceived. 
that nearly all the under-tensnts on my own estate are in 
league to murder, burn, and destroy this house, property, and 
the entire residence, I intrest the yeomanry again. Thore 
is one point I beg to guard you against—you know Judge 
Kelly. send you an application. I thought it sufficiently 
founded to apply to him, and believe it a very hard case. I 
shall say no more. 
Iam, my dear Lord, most sincerely yours, 
Wateerorp. 

Lord John found on Friday night several pikes just made, 
several handles just hewed ont, and the forges red-hot. Two 
of the smiths aro in custody; they all acknowledged the in- 
tention to rise. . 


INFORMATION. 


Informant sayeth, that he had a conversation on Saturday 
night last with A. B.: that be was informed by him that the 
French were not to be depended on; that there were appre- 
hensions entertained that, were they permitted to take a part, 
they might be worse than our present rulers; that Ireland was 
all new organized, and meant to proceed on a new principle ; 
that Union was the word for rising all over the kingdom, That 
on the 29th of last month, had the Parliament met the 27th, 
the City of Dublin was to have risen, and, the second day 
after, the whole kingdom would have been up; that the rising 
in Dublin was to be the general signal ; but that, the Parlia- 
ment bing sdjourned, nothing would be done until the next 
meeting. Hoe laughed st the idea of the Catholics in Dun- 
ganon and elsewhere, signing for the Union ; he said the Pro- 
testante must go, that the Catholics would have their turn, that 


396 MEMOIRS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF {1799. 


it was better to be hanged than lose their rights, meaning by 
a Union, and ssid that the Orangemen, so many of them as 
were averse to Union, would join the Catholics in preventing 
it; said there were no arms about Dunganon, that they did 
not want them, and that there were plenty in Tip. 

A. M,, in County Waterford, was last week sworn a rebel ; 
seat himself for a friend to awear him. Informant says, he 
wishes ao much to be of service to his country, that, if approved 
of, he will apparently become a rebel, and enter into their 
plans, to be able the more effectually to blow them up. Says 
that A. B. has great friendship for him, but will not fally open 
his mind, unless he should swear, &c., &c. 


Mr. Eliot to Lord Castlereagh. 


Bayham Abbey, September 11, 1799. 
My dear Lord Castlereagh—Though I am in great haste, I 
cannot help writing # few lines to thank you for your letter of 
the 4th, and to congratulate you on the successful issue of the 
Galway meeting, which is, in every point of view, a most 
satisfactory event. You would have heard from me in the 
Deginning of the last wook, if I bad learned any thing new or 
worth relating at Bulstrode. I do not find, however, that 
mach has been done on this aide of the water towards increasing 
your Parliamentary strength. The Duke of Portland does 
not seem to despair of Lord Downshire ; but he is always an- 
guine; and I could not collect that he had much foundation 
for his hopes. I believe he chiefly relies on the King’s in- 
fnence over Lord Downshire. The King had told the Duke, 
that when Lord Downshire was last in his closet, he (Lord D.) 
said, st the conclasion of the audience, that “s Union would 
be the only means of saving Ireland.” The Duke was Aot able 
to nucertain the precise period of the interview to which the 
King alluded, but conceived it to have taken place nine or ten 
months ago. 


1799.) VISCOUNT CASTLEREAGH. 397 


The Speaker returns to Collon by Scotland. The Dake of 
Portland has been informed that it might not be impracticable 
to open a negociation with him. The Duke received hia intel- 
ligence from Pelham ; and, on mentioning the subject to Pel- 
ham, I found that Donglas had picked up some suggestion of 
the sort from Leos, who, I believe, had formed his conjecture 
on the language of some of the Speaker's friends, [Lord Cam- 
den, too, entertains an idea of this nature, from @ passage in 3 
Istter which he has received from the Speaker. All this isa 
mere suspicion. Lord Sheffield,* who, you know, is in habits 
of intimacy with the Speaker, seems to think that he looks to 
overturning the measure in the detail; and this, I confess, 
appeara to me the most probable line for him to take. Jf 
his sincere support and assistance in the detail could be 
obtained, it would certainly be a most important scquisi- 


1 John Lees, = native of North Britain, went to Ireland as private 
secretary to Marquess Townshend, when Lord-Lieutenant of that king- 
dom; afterwards held the sppaintments of Secretary at War and Secre- 
tary of the Post Office there, and was created a Baronet in 1804. 

* John Baker Holroyd, created Peer of Ireland in 1781, of Great 
Britain in 1602, ss Baron Sheffield, and advanced to the Earldom of 
Sheffield in the Irish Peerage in 1816. He was President of the Board of 
Agriculture, a Lord of Trade, and s member of the Privy Council. Being 
elected into Parliament for Coventry shortly before the No-Popery riots 
in 1780, when Lord George Gordon, who exerted himself but too success- 
fully to instil his own fanatical spirit into the mob, bronght up to the 
‘House of Commons their violent petitions against the Roman. Catholics, 
it in related that Mr. Holroyd, laying hold of his Lordship, mid, “ Hitherto 
Ihave imputed your conduct to madness, but now I perceive that it haa 
more of malice than madness in it ;" adding thet, if any of the rabble 
whom he headed should force an entrance into the House, he would in- 
stantly inflict summary vengeance on his Lordship aa the instigator. 

Lord Shefficld was the most intimate friend of Gibbon, the historian, 
to whose memory he did honour in the publication of his Memoirs and 
posthmnous works, in three quarto volumes. His own rather anmerous 
literary productions were chiefly on subjects connected with trade and 
‘commerce: one of them, treating of the manufactures, trade, and present 
state of Ireland, appeared in 1785, and « third edition in 1792, 
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tion ; but it would be very difficult to secure euch aid from him ; 
and you have experienced that he can render his friendship 
more troublesome and injurious than his hostility. 

Lord Osmden is qnite well, and is perfectly cordial on 
Lrieh politics. Your visit to London will be very well timed, 
aa all the ministers will be in town for the meeting of Parlia- 
ment, which is to be convened on the 25th, merely for the 
purpose of enabling Government to procure more recruits for 
the line from the Militia. 

I heartily felicitate you on the glorious result of the expe- 
dition to the Texel. Government sre despatching great rein- 
forcementa to Holland. There still seems much uncertainty 
with respect to the progress we are likely to make there. If 
the French should retire into the fortresses, the campaign 
may be protracted to & great length. The counsels and 
efforts of Russia continue to be moat magnanimous. Never- 
tholees, all our prospects may be blasted by the perverse and 
selfish viows of Austria and the obstinate infatuation of Prussia. 

A thousand thanks to you for the offer of an apartment in 
your house; but surely I cannot svail myself of your kindness 
without crowding you. I shall be very near you, at Grenier’a, 
and will at least stay there until it is clearly ascertained that 
You can receive me without inconvenience. 

Farewell. I have written a much longor lettor than J in- 
tended, or than indeed I onght to have done, as I am going 
out with Lord Camden, and am late. 

Believe me ever, &c., 
Witlam Evtior. 


Sir J. C. Hippisley to Lord Castlereagh. 
20, Lower Grosvenor Street, Saturday Morning. 
My Lori—A recent vevere domestic misfortune has pre- 
vented me from paying my personal respects to your Lordship, 
on your arrival in this kingdom. I camo to town last night 
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for two or three days, and, could I learn when your Lordship 
would be at leisure for » few minutes, I would do myself the 
honour of waiting on you. JI have the pleasure of enclosing, 
in the mean time, a copy of a letter from Dr. Moylan, having 
communicated jt also to the Duke of Portland. 
I have the honour to be, &., 
J.C. Hopistey. 


Reo. Dr. Moylan to Sir J. C. Hippialey. 
Dublin, September 14, 1799. 

My dear Sir—Knowing how much you interest yourself in 
the welfare of this poor country, I deferred complying with 
the friendly wieh you expressed, of my writing to you from 
hence, until I could form a judgment of the state of public 
affairs in it, It is with the most cordial satiafaction I now 
inform you, that they seem to stand on as pleasing a footing 
sa the circumstances of the times can well admit of. Tho 
measures taken by the prosent humane and enlightened admi- 
nistration have contributed very much to ita tranquillity ; and, 
except in thowe places where the Orange influence prevails, 
peace and good order appear to be re-established. In the 
county of Wexford and ita neighbouring counties, outrages 
atill continue to be committed, which mark too visibly the 
rancorous spirit of religious bigotry. Roman Catholic chapels 
have been lately burned or profaned, and their clergy perae- 
cuted. But we must hope that the Proclamation lately issued 
by Government; and the orders sent down to the commanding 
officers in the disturbed distzicta, will put a stop to such shame- 
fal and violent excesses. Nothing, in my opinion, will more effec- 
taally tend to lay those diagraceful and scandalous party feuds 
and dissensions, and restore peace and harmony amongst us, 
than the great measure in contemplation of the legislative 
Union and incorporation of this kingdom with Grest Britain. 

Tam happy to tell you it is working its way, and daily 
gaining ground on the public opinion. Several counties, which 
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appeared most averse to it, have now declared for it, and I 
have no doubt but, with the blessing of God, it will be effected, 
notwithstanding the violent opposition of Mr. Foster and his 
party, who will strain every nerve, and move heaven and 
earth, to prevent its succeeding. They are s very poworful 
faction. God grant they may not have recourse to the infernal 
moans so often made use of for political party purposes of ex- 
citing underhand, by their agents, the poor, easily deluded 
people, to riot and insurrection, in order to embarrass Govern- 
ment! The Roman Catholics in general are avowedly for the 
measure. In the South, where they are the most numerous, 
they have declared in ita favour, and I am sure they will do 
the same in the other parts of the kingdom, unless overawed 
(as I know they are in some counties) by the dread of the 
powerful faction that opposes it. In this City, where the out- 
ery against it has been so very violent, it is becoming every 
day less unpopular, and I am persuaded that the Roman 
Catholic inhabitants will in time testify their approbation of it, 
A rumour has been industriously propagated, no doubt by the 
enemies of the Union, that this measure, once effected, would 
preclude for ever the Roman Catholics of this kingdom from 
the hopes of farther emancipation, and that, under the Imperial 
Parliament, the junto who oppressed them would still prevail, 
and hold the reins of the Government of this country ; but Iam 
confident this report is not grounded, and I trust that the British 
cabinet, in ita great wisdom and foresight, will see the expediency 
of a liberal arrangement, in which his Majesty’s loyal subjects 
of every description, without any religious distinction, will be 
equally included, all seeds of disaffection removed, and such 
political principles adopted, as will serve cordially to unite the 
people of this kingdom together in mutual benevolence towards 
each other, in attachment to the Imperial constitution, and in 
Jove and affection for our most gracious sovereign, and the 
support of his Majesty's Government. 

The provision intended to be made for the Roman Catholic 
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clergy of this kingdom is = measure worthy an enlightened 
Government, and we cannot but be thankfal for it. 1 appre- 
hend, however, that it will not serve to preserve and strengthen 
their influence over these poor people, unless something be 
done at the same time for their relief. Their enemies, and the 
enemies of the peace and good order of the country, would avail 
themselves of it to estrange the minds of the poor people from 
us, by insinuating to them (as it appears by the report of the 
secret committee they did before) that we were pensioned by 
Government to support ita measures against the people, and 
that we attended only to our own interests, without any stten- 
tion to their miseries and distress. Thus they would weaken 
that influence which the welfare of the country requires our 
clergy should have over their poor people. I deem it, there- 
fore, highly expedient that, when his Majesty’s Government 
shall, in ite goodness and wisdom, determine on providing for 
the decent support of the Catholic clergy of this kingdom, 
something should be at the aame time, or previous to it, done 
for the relief of the poor people of this country. There is one 
object that would peculiarly claim their attention ; 1 mean, the 
mode heretofore followed of collecting the tithes by proctors. 
Far be it from me to harbour the most distant ides of leasening, 
in the smallest degree, the income of the gentlemen of the 
Established Church, but I sm convinced that, unlesa the mode 
of collecting the tithes be changed, it will be an snnual sonrce 
of disaffection. This is the opinion of the best frienda of 
Government, and of many of the right reverend prelates of the 
Established Ohurch. 

Lord Castlereagh sailed Isst night for England. 1 wish 
him, from my heart, s pleasant journey sod a safe return. I 
have many obligations to his Lordship: he has been uficom- 
monly civil and sttentive to me. He is a most amiable noble- 
man, and well qualified to fill, with credit to himself and ad- 
vantage to the nation, the high office he is stationed in. I 
hope he will have the satisfaction of seeing the great measure 
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of Union completed, to the general content of both kingdoms, 
under his administration, Give me leave to request you'll 
make my respectful salutes acceptable to the Duke of Port- 
land. 1 can never forget his polite attention to me. I intend 
wetting off from henes on Monday next, on my return home to 
ork, where J shall be happy to hear from you. 
T have the honour to be, in perfect trath, yours, &., 
H, Mornan, 


Lord Cornwallis to the Duke of Portland. 
Dablin Castle, September 18, 1799. 

My Lord—-I have had a conversation with the Chancellor, 
who has no doubt of our right to reduce five thousand of our 
Militia, ond agrees with me in thinking that, in tho first in- 
atance, a greater diminution than five thousand men cannot be 
proposed. He proceeds this evening to England, but will be 
ready, if your Grace, after conversing with him, should desire 
it, to return on the shortest notice. 

Your Grace will observe that the question of assembling 
our Parliament immediately is still open to the decision of hia 
Majesty's ministers; and, whatever may be their final instruc- 
tions, I shall use my utmost exertions to carry them into execu- 
tion. In the moan time, I do not aee that any miachief can arise 
from a short delsy, and our hands will be afterwards strengthened 
by the cxample of the British Parliament. It is with great 
concern that I have learned that the idea which occasioned so 
much trouble and difficulty last year, of the right of the 
English Militia to return within » month after the mesting of 
Parliament in England, has again been entertained by the 
regimenta composing the garrison of Dublin; that it has been 
a matter of conversation among the officers; and that assem- 
blies of the non-commissioned officers have been held on the 
eabject : but I do not yet know the full extent of the evil. 

The accounts which we have this day received from the 
South are more favourable; and, although there is certainly 
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much mischief working in the country, I have no spprehension 
of an immediate rising. I enclose to your Grace the last letter 
which I have received from Lieutenant-General Lake. 
I have the hononr to be, &., 
ComnNWALLs. 


Mr. Cooke to Lord Castlereagh, 
‘Dublin Castle, September 18, 1799, 

My dear Lord—I think you will persuade Ministers not to 
call Parliament st present. 

You could not spare 10,000 men. Be assured that the De- 
fonder system is spreading dangerously. You have seen ac- 
counts from Olonmell, &. I have information that the spirit 
is reviving in Dublin, and the district of Howth has been 
newly sworn. If, however, you could chango Irish militia for 
British troops of any kind, so much the better, except for » 
Union argument. 

Thave an intimation that Lee and Alcock will certainly 

support you. 

Lord and Lady Conyngham sre arrived. 1 think they will 
invite hia Excellency to Slane. I have no answer yet from 
Lord Roden.* 

We have s Ostholic declaration from Longford. I am pro- 
moting one in Roscommon. Lord Dillon® will be in town to- 
morrow. 

I enclose a philippic from Lord Clanricarde.* Lord Kilcon- 
nell and his Lordship had once a contested election before the 
Grenville Act took place, Lord Clanricarde had the real 
majority, but Lord Kileonnell best him through his superior 
management in Parliament. 

‘The talk of the coffee-houses now is that the Union will be 
carried. 

The Ohancellor sailed to-day. He says he can part legally 

1 Robert, second Ear. * Charles, twelfth Viscount. 

* John Thomas, thirteenth Warl. 
DDZ 
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with the militia above 70 s company. I showed him the Act. 
The angmentation shove 70 is discretionary, and consequently 
the disbanding of it discretionary. 
Ever most traly, &., 
E. Coorg, 


T am reading Douglas: it is not popular enough. 


Colonel Littlehales' to Lord Castlereagh. 


Dublin Castle, September 24, 1799. 

My dear Lord—1 am much obliged by two communications 
from your Lordship, one of which Dawes, the messenger, de- 
livered to me this day; and from him my Lord-Lioutenant 
reesived your letter from London, dated Sunday last. I am 
desired by his Excellency to enclose to you a copy of a letter 
from Lieatenant-Colonel Velley, of the Oxford militia, with a 
copy of the return accompanying it, in which you will see that 
small proportion of that regiment have volunteored an ex- 
tension of services to the Ist of March next; and I am con- 
eorned to add thst there is scarcely any expectation that the 
West York and Cambridge will offer to remain during the 
winter; indeed, it ia represented that they are unanimous 
in their wish to return immedistely to England. In this 
untoward predicament, Lord Cornwallis is desirous that his 
Majesty's Ministers should obtain an intimation through your 
Lordship of the critical and embarrassing situation in which 
the departure of the English militis oorps will place this 
dountry. His Exoellency will, of course, write to the Duke of 
Portland, whenever he is fully acquainted with the positive 
determination of these regiments. 

Since my last communication, no report from General Lake 
or Sir Charles Asgill has been made: it is right, therefore, to 
presume that the Counties of Waterford and Tipperary are 
tolerably quiet. 

\ Private Secretary to the Lord-Lieatenant. 
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I understand Cooke will join your Lordship in the course of 
afew days. You may be sssured of hearing from me when- 
ever there is any information necessary for you to know, and 
with which I am acquainted. 

Ihave delivered the sketch of the route you sent me to 
Cooke, but Lord Cornwallis is apprehensive that, under present 
circumstances, it is too extensive. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 
E, B. LirtLEHaEs. 


Lord Vornwallis to Lord Castlereagh. 
Private. Phoenix Park, September 26, 1799. 

My dear Lord—Littlehales informed you by yesterday's 
mail of the arrival of Dawes, and indeed of every national cir- 
eumstance that has occurred. The most unpleasant business 
is the prospect of the immediate departure of the three regi- 
ments of English militia now in Dublin, which wil} be probably 
followed by that of the Pembroke. After this reduction of our 
force, it would not, in my opinion, be possible, even if the 
sanction of Parliament could be obtsined, to take sway at this 
moment ten thousand men from our militia, and, under a choice 
of difficulties, I think that the plan which you mention of 
making an immediate augmentation to the militia would be 
most advisable; the Colonels will cry out that they are to be 
crimps snd drill-serjeants for the army, but there ia no help 
for it; and I trpst that the precedent in England will make 
it go down. 

Since I wrote the above, it has beon euggestod to me that the 
chance of sugmenting the several militia regiments of this 
kingdom is by no means equal, and that the business would 
probably be sooner effected if the companies in some regiments 
were not to be made ao strong, whilst entire companies might 
be added to those regiment, who could complete with the 
grostest facility. 

I only throw this out that they may consider in England 
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whether any discretionary power might bo left to us of this 
kind in the execntion of the measure. 

‘There ia certainly mischiof working in various parts of the 
country, and Marsden thinks in Dublin and its vicinity. In the 
mean time, the same wretched business of Courts-martial, hang- 
ing, transporting, &0., attended by all the dismal scenos of 
wives, sisters, fathers, kneeling and crying, ia going on as usual, 
and holds out a comfortable prospect for a man of any focling. 
Cooke will sail to-morrow night. 

Yours, &., CornWaALtis. 

As soon as the plan for the militiais settled, I shall act out 
for the North. 


Mr. Marsden to Lord Castlereagh. 
Dublin, September 28, 1799. 

My Lord—Mr.Cooke sailed for England last night, and, ashe 
‘will soon reach your Lordship, it is unnecessary for me to notice 
any matters which have occurred previously to his leaving thie. 

To-day I received from M’Naghten the resolutions of the 
County of Antrim, which I enclose: they are signed by 
1,520 persons, and, as it is an object to publish this 
soon, I shall have it done without waiting to hear from 
you, The Donegal and Tyrone signatures are filling fast, and 
will both be very numerous. 

‘You will have heard from his Excellency of the change in 
hia route, by which he will go to Belfast before he visits Lord 
Londonderry: letter from May, which I also send you, in- 
duces this variation, and, as it will be of consequence to find 
May on the spot, the slteration may be for the best; at the 
same time, I am anxious that Lord Cornwallis should confer 
with his friends st Mount Stewart st an carly period of his 
journey, as they will best understand the temper of the North. 
Your Lordship will observe the latter part of May's letter, 
which neither Littlehales nor I could reply to, ss we neither 
of us know what hed been arranged with him. 
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I have everything encouraging to pronounce on the progress 
which Union makes. It is goingon silently snd persuasively, 
and it is by no means desirable that this progression should be 
disturbed for some time to come. ‘The new attempts at rebel- 
lion, of which we have serious proofs, will not impede the 
Union, but in other views they are very unpleasant. The 
proceedings of tho Court-martials at Clonmel show that many 
‘were engaged, and their schemes nearly ripe for execution. In 
Dublin and other places we have informations of meetings. 

‘As the hopes of the disaffected are kept up partly by what 
the agitation of the question of Union may produce, and partly 
by promise of succour from France, it is of the utmost im- 
portance that our military force should not be too much re- 
daced; and I trust your Lordship will not consider the con- 
quest of Holland to be a greater object, however others may. 

Your Lordship's very faithful, &c., 
ALEXANDER MARSDEN, 


Mr. Marsden to Colonel Littlehales. 
Dublin Castle, September 29, 1799. 

Dear Sir—The petition which is transmitted with Mr. 
Griffith's letter, brings forward » question of very considerable 
importance, and must be viewed as including more matter than 
merely the interests of the Grand Canal Company. I conceive 
that the object which the potitionera aim at is a declaration 
from his Exoellency that, in arranging the business of the 
Union, the particular interests of Dublin shall be attended 
to, and some advantages be secured to the capital, to counter- 
balance the injury which it ia calculated that the removal of 
tho Parliament and the iocal superiority of other sea-parts of 
the kingdom may be likely to occasion. 

As these injuries are possible, and are certainly thought by 
many probable, it would be vory desirable to interest the minds 
of the inhabitants of Dublin by » prospect of some advantages 
being acquired by them, provided this ean be done without 
prodncing dizcontents in other parta of the kingdom, which are 


408 MEMOIES AND COREESPONDENCE OF [1798. 


already jealous of the capital, and that the entertaining of the 
question by Government did not of itself admit that the capital 
is likely to be injured, and 90 far strengthen an opinion which 
must continne for some time problemstical. If these objeo- 
tions did not stand in the way, and s practicable mode of ad- 
vancing the interests of the capital could be adopted, I confess 
it strikes me to be peculiarly desirable to adopt such a moasure. 

‘Whe withdrawing the bounty on the carrisge of corn was a 
good measure upon the whole; but it has certainly affected 
the interests of the capital and of the petitioners more particu- 
larly. Ido not think that any attention ought to be paid to 
the desire of restoring the former bounties ; but, if a bounty 
could be paid on the conveyance of goods by tho canals, and 
assistance be given for extending them to the Shannon, and 
otherwise increasing their communication with remote parts of 
the kingdom, the advantages which Dublin would derive from 
hence would be certain and considerable ; and the kingdom at. 
large might, and indeod must, be benefitted by such extension 
of communication. A preference of this kind, secured for 
twenty years or so, might offect the purpose. All this, how- 
ever, is for very wise and serions consideration, and the peti- 
tioners, I think, cannot have an anawor delivered to them until 
the principal point is determined upon. In the mean time, aa 
his Excellency is going out of town, and Lord Castlereagh is 
in England, Mr. Griffith may be answered for the present. 

I have gone, perhaps, too mach at length into this matter ; 
but it strikes me as involving considerations of much import- 
ance in the question of Union. 

‘Yours very sincerely, &., 
: ALEXANDER MARSDEN. 


Luke Fou, Fog. to Lord Castlereagh. 
Harcourt Street, October 7, 1708. 
My Lord—Though I am fally sensible that I may subject 
myself to the imputation of being deemed one of those busy 
* Afterwards raized to the bench as Judge of Common Pleas. 
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obtrusive dabblers, who are constantly the plagnes of states- 
mon, yet I cannot refrein from suggesting to your Lordship a 
fow hints on the present important crisis, I feel ao deeply the 
magnitude ofthe great business which engages your Lordship’s 
attention, that I deem it a duty to furnish auch observations 
ae, from much reading, long observation, and a thorough 
knowledge of this country, present themselves to my mind. 

To begin, without further preface, in the words of a great 
man: “Omnis Gallia in tres partes divisa eat.” It in a first 
principle to consider the component parts of Irish popula- 
tion, their relative numbers, and how they stand affected to the 
question of Union. The population of Ireland, taken from 
Mr. Barke's pamphlet, calculated from the returns of the 
hearth-tax, is four millions five hundred thousand, I think the 
number considerably greater, but it will answer for my present 
purpose. This mass of people composes three distinct nations, 
a8 different in character, and principles, and habits of life, ss 
the Antipodes. The object is to form thom into one united 
people under the rule of the British constitution, and to unite, 
by sentiment and interest, that people to Great Britain. Our 
fleets may display their triumphant fiags in every quarter of 
the globe; our troops may conquer, but barren are their laurels 
and fatile their triamphs, when compared to the advantages 
likely to result to Great Britain and Ireland from this measure 
in 9 military, commercial, and financial point of view. But, to 
proceed to delingate the mode—it is material to observe how 
these three distinct bodies, the Protestants, the Presbyterians, 
and the Catholics, stand affected to the question of Union. 

The Protestants, composing sbout 500,000 soula, the de- 
seendants of English colonists, possess the whole power and 
patronage, and almost the whole landed property of the country. 
They are, of course, political monopolista, and can only be 
gained by influence. 

‘The Ostholios composing the mass of the population amount- 
ing at least to three millions of souls, the descendants of the 
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original inbsbitents, or of colonists who degenerated, and, in 
the language of tho historian, not very classical but strong, 
became Hibernicis ipsis Hiberniores, are for the most part poor, 
anedueated, and ignorant, desiring weight almost solely from 
their numbers, added to s natural vigour of body and sstute- 
ness of mind, capable, under a proper regimen, of being model- 
led to the most beneficial ends, both civil and military. They 
aro at present in the lowest state of political depression, in a 
gomi-barbarous state, (ax has been troly observed) and thereby 
eminently qualified to answer the continual drains on a great 
commercial empire, to supply her fleeta and armies in every 
accessible quarter of the globe. These are to be gained by 
‘concession. 

‘The Protestants are, from every motive of a monopolizing 
interest, determined opponents to the scheme of Union, by 
which they must lose thst monopoly of power and profit, which 
it is not in human nstore voluntarily to resign when once pos- 
sesged, and more capecially when it acquires, by length of pos- 
session, the semblance of a rightful title. 

The Catholics are, from every motive of interest, and from 
atill stronger principles of jealousy, competition, and hatred, 
disposed at any risk to get rid of their present rulers. They 
are impatient to emerge from slavery into the class of British 
citizens, But those sentiments have been strongly repelled by 
a certain cautious backwardness, which has been manifested in 
the language of all the speeches, pamphlets, and answers to 
their addressea, This has proceeded from s vain fear that en- 
conraging the Catholics to expect liberal concessions would 
disgust and alienate the Protestants. Vain is that fear, when 
the Protegtant knows that, by yielding to a Union, he descends 
from the state of » Ruler, with all its high and profitable ap- 
purtenances, to the level of a simple citizen. Does any man 
think that Mr, Foster and Mr. Ponsonby are actuated by ech 
motives !—-Religion is s mere pretence—the true bone of oon- 
tention is the monopoly of Irish power and patronage. The 
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family of the Istter have been Irish undertakers; the former 
aspires to a similar distinction ; religion and independence are 
but words used to cajole and delnde the multitude. Not a 
Protestant will be lost by holding out concession to the Ca- 
tholica, and three millions of men will be gained in hand and 
heart to co-operate, actively and strenuously, to procure and 
maintain this great and essential change. 

‘The coneession that occurs to my mind ia, in the first place, 
an alteration, or rather an explanation, of the Oath of Supremacy. 
The history of this oath is very peculiar. It was first enacted 
in the reign of Henry the Eighth, a furious Papist, to defend 
himsolf against the usurpations of the Pope. It was enacted by 
a Popish Legislature, and taken universally and without seruple 
by 5 Popish laity and clergy, both in England and in Ireland. 
‘This Act was afterwards repealed under Quoon Mary, and was 
again re-enacted, with very considerable alterations, in the 
second year of Queen Elizabeth. In the Oath of Supremacy 
required by the statute of Henry the Eighth, he was declared 
sole Hoad of the Church of England. This at first gave no 
offence to the conscience of the most rigid Catholic, as it was 
understood only to import a civil supremacy, by no means in- 
terfering with the mere spiritual jurisdiction of the Pope, Be- 
sides, this distinction was well known and had been recognised 
by repeated statutes, particularly by the Statutes of Provision, 
Provisors, and Premunire, all enacted under Popish Princes 
in Popish times,- and which were enacted merely to repel the 
encroachments of the Popes on the civil jurisdiction of our 
Kings. This kind of supremacy was likewiso asserted by the 
Kinga of France invariably, and was enforced by their Parlia- 
ment with vigilance and vigour. 

Bat, in the interval betwoon the first and second Oath of 
Supremacy, the sect of the Jesuits had been formed, who re- 
vived. the spirit of Papal encroachment, and infused new and, 
till then, unheard-of ecruples to the King of England being the 
Supreme Head of the Church. Queen Elizabeth, with great 
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temper and magnanimity, disdained to enter into a scholastic 
dispute, and omitted this expression in the new Oath, and so 
it bus remained ever since. But the Jesuita were still active 
and persevering, and, contrary to all sense and reason, started 
fresh scruples as to allowing any ecclesiastical supremacy, and 
quibbled and perverted the import of the new oath to mean 
and intend a spiritual and not » civil supremacy. In vain did 
all the Iswyers of the time expound the new oath to mean 
nothing more than was before established by the Statute and 
common Law of England from time immemorial. 

There is extant a speech of Sir John Davis on this subject, 
made at the Council Board when he was Attorney-General of 
Treland, after the discovery of the Gunpowder Plot, explaining 
to the Catholics of Ireland the meaning and import of this 
oath, in order to induoe them to take it. But the Irish Popish 
Olergy, educated then as they have been ever since, until 
lately, in seminaries instituted under Philip the Second in the 
Low Countries, in a formulary instituted by the Jesuits in the 
plenitude of religious and political perversion, overruled the 
lew and argament of Sir John Davis, and persuaded the irish 
‘Ostholics to a man to refuse the oath, This refusal, once eata- 
blished under the colour and pretence of conscience, has been 
persevered in ever since, and is now, as it was then and since, 
the sole bar to an Irish or English Catholic holding any office 
of trust or profit under the Crown. 

This Osth, I submit to your Lordship, might in these timea, 
when the Papal temporal and spiritual powers are extinct, and 
in no shape to be dreaded, be so framed in clear and explicit 
terms as to import nothing more than the sovereign Supremacy 
of the King of England over all his subjects of every religious 
persuasion. Thereby the royal prerogative would be extended, 
by enabling his Majesty to avail himself of the voices of all 
his subjecta, and no dsnger could be apprehended to the Esta- 
Diished Church, 98 such prerogative must be exercised by a 
Protestant King, and no other. I have boon led insenaibly 
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into « greater length on this subject than I at firet intended, 
but the great importance of it must excuse me to your Lord- 
ship, for I must again and again repeat it to your Lordship, that, 
without comprehending the Catholics in interest and principle, a 
‘Union between the two countries can be neither durable nor usefat, 

In addition to an explanation of the Oath of Supremacy, it 
will be necessary to enlighten the expounders of it, namely, 
the Irish Catholic clergy. A step has been already made to 
this by establishing the College of Maynooth. But thore is a 
radical defect in that institution, which requires to be re- 
medied. The leaven of the old Jesuitical formulary is retained, 
which is no more adapted to these times than Ignatius Loyola 
‘would be to frame the code of Union. 

His Majesty, by virtue of his royal prerogative, has the 
superintendence of the education of his subjects, and has a 
power of framing statutes for the discipline and education 
to be observed in Universities and Colleges. ‘This power 
has been frequently exercised, and I see no reason why it 
may not be beneficially exercised again, by substituting 
rational system of classical, scientific, religious, and moral 
education, for the perverted and mischievous scholastic jargon 
of the Flemish seminaries. Besides, I think this College 
ought to be incorporated with another University ; eithor that 
of Dublin, or the new one intended for Armagh, or some other. 
My object in this is to have the youth of the kingdom, whether 
Protestant or Ostholic, educated together as they are in Holland 
and many parts of Germany. The union arising from youth- 
ful friendships is the strongest and most durable, and would 
tend much to reconcile the next generation to each other. 

In that my ideas go still farther. I think his Majesty 
onght to be invested with the patronage of Popish bishoprice 
and other Popish dignities, as the French king at all times 
was, in order to create that necessary dependence, which onght 
at all times to subsist, of the clergy on the Crown. This would, 
in fact, incorporate and unite for ever, politically, the two reli- 
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giona, and the State would be reaping the solid benefits of civil 
obediences, whilst the Schools were disputing on the harmless 
position of Transubstantiation. But I am not sure that things 
@re quite ripe for this measure yet, but sure 1am that the 
times are ripe for making a decent provision for the Irish Oa- 
tholio Clergy and a commutation of Tithes, which is not only 
an obnoxious but s most baneful system, destructive of the in- 
duatry and agrioultare of the country. 

‘The third class of Irish subjects, the Presbyterians of the 
North, are so well known to your Lordship, that it would be 
precumption in me to say anything about them. They sre 
entirely indifferent aa to what form of monarchical government 
they are doomed by their hard fate to live under. If they 
cannot have the blessings of civil as well aa ecclesiastical 
equality, they become go indifferent to all political concerns, 
that they will not quit their looms or bleach-greens for a day 
to repair to their county towns to express their assent to or 
dissent from the trivial question of Union. Napper Tandy 
could arm thom; but neither the disinterested patriotiam of 
Mr. Foster nor the venerable shade of Lord Charlemont can 
excite the smallest exertion in the odious cause of Monarchy. 
They are neutral, and not to be meddled with, Yon see, my 
Lord, that I write with the most unreserved confidence, being 
aware that I repose both my follies and indiscretions in = 
friendly and honourable asylum, I have scarcely left room to 
express the sentiments of respect and esteem with which I have 
the honoar to be, &., Luxe Fox. 


Colonel Littlehales to Lord Castlereagh. 
Belfast, October 9, 1789, 
My dear Lord—Nothing could have succeeded better than 
Lord Oornwallis’s visit to this place: all classes and desorip- 
tions of persons have been forward in manifesting every mark 
of respect and attention to his Excellency; and the men who 
did not, for certain reasons, gubscribe to the dinner given to 
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my Lord-Lieutenant by the Corporation and principal inhabi- 
tents of Belfast were the Bishop of Down and Dr. Hallidey. 
It was generally and indeed unequivocally considered ae a 
pledge to support the measures of his Excellency’s administra- 
tion, 

Mr. May has been most strenuous and active in the arrange- 
ments in favour of Union, and has been personally attentive to 
Lord Cornwallis in all respecte. His Excellency is highly 
pleseed with his conduct, and begs your Lordship will have tho 
goodness to show all possible civility. It seems an object of 
consideration to return Mr. May for one of the vacant seats. 
He would probably take a decided and manly part; and he 
appears to have great sway and influence with the people of 
this town, but it seems doubtful whether he would purchase, 

I send your Lordship a list of the persons that were present 
at the dinner given to the Lord-Lieutenant. I also enclone & 
sketch of his Excellency’s route. He will scarcely reach 
Dublin before the 28th instant. If is is an object to visit 
Newry, I beg to receive a line from your Lordship by retarn 
of the post. 

I have the honour to be, &., 
E. B. Lirr.Ru aces. 


The Bishop of Down wished to have subscribed and to have 
come to the dinner ; but, as the presence of an avowed enemy 
to the Union would have interfered with the object of the 
meeting, it was conveyed to him, in terms that could not give 
offence, that it would be better he should not be present. 


Mr. Marsden to Lord Castlereagh. ; 
Dublin, October 10, 1799. 
My Lord—All perfectly quiet here, and Union sentiments 
gaining ground. 
Ieend your Lordship s copy of information as to the pro- 
gress of a new rising. It comes from a friend of Mr, Cooke's 
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in the Castom House. I cannot say that it occasions much 
slarm in my mind. The servants probably act saucily in 
families which have heretofore talked treason too freely in their 
presence. 

T send also s copy of a letter received here, not wholly un- 
interesting, which relstes to the Ieland of Jamaica, and which 
goes to corroborate the opinion of some who think that the 
‘West Indies, rather than Ireland, is the object of the French. 

Your Lordship's, &., 
ALEXANDER MARSDEN. 


October 8, 1799. 


I have received information from a Papist, who is a moderate 
man, and rather loyal than otherwise. He hinted the business 
to me in accidental conversation, and 1 invited him to dine; 
and, over a bottle of champagne, I received the following infor- 
mation. 

He has property in the City, and a tract of land in the County 
Kildare, He employs constantly about twenty labourers; his 
wife, he says, is a stanch rebel, and in the secret of everything 
that is to happen; but, as he is moderate, she refuses to com- 
municate to him her sentiments; but he has sufficient hints 
from others to make him conclude that, in about two weeks, 
there is likely to be great confusion. 

Saye Popish women are to take an active part, and be armed; 
thinks a massacre of all rich heads of families may be the 
object. 

The Papists consent to s Union because it will rain this 
Kingdom, and are so dissppointed and exasperated against 
Government, that they would destroy the Government, sacrifice 
their own lives, and sink with them. 

Says that the execution of Byrne at Wicklow has caused 
many labourers to quit the County Kildare, supposed through 
fear of being apprehended, 

Says that, since the execution of Byrne, some meetings have 
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taken place, and that the Papiste have lost confidence in 
Government. 

Says that the soldiery in gonersl are to take part in the 
intended revolt, 

Says that, having shown an unwillingness to listen to the 
business some time back, he is a suspected person, and afraid 
to go to sleep at his farm, which is near the demesne of 
Mr, Stenny, at Strafton, and near Lord Oloncurry’s house. 

Says that Oloncurry House, and the house of Stenny, of 
Strafton, is the grand place for nightly meetings. 

Says both houses aro only in the care of servants. 

Says he was yesterday advised by a Papist resident near his 
farm neither to buy winter stock for his farm nor sleep in the 
country. 

From my own observation, the Papist servants in country 
and town have shown the last week every degree of daring inso- 
lence, particularly the women, some of whom behaved humble 
and proper during the Rebellion, but now are perfectly indif- 
ferent whethor their conduct is spproved or disapproved, and 
throw ont hints of something that will soon come to pass. 1 
have observed this in my own family, and my neighbours’ ser- 
vante act in like manner. 


A letter to the Rev. William Miller, of Six-milo Bridge, 
from his sister in Jamaica, gives an alarming account of the 
political state of the Island. A vast number of United Lrish- 
men, trensported from this kingdom, have been landed there, 
and incautiously drafted into the regiments on that service. 
As soon as they got arms into their hands, they deserted, and 
fled into the mountains, where they have been joined by large 
bodies of the natives and such of the French as were in the 
island. There have alresdy been some engagements between 
this party and the King’s troope; several have been killed and 
wounded on both sides. At the time of the evacuation of 
St. Domingo, several French families accompanied the other 

Vou. i. BE 
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fagitives to Jamaica, and several of them have been active 
agents in promoting among the natives a spirit of discontent 
and a wish for revolution. Some officers who were taken 
during the time our forces were in St. Domingo have obtained 
their liberty and joined their respective regimenta in Jamsics ; 
among them is 4 major, a friend of Hovenden’s. This gentle- 
man relates several conversations with General Toussaint on 
the practicability of invading Jamaica. The General repeatedly 
declared that such design was a favourite object with the 
French Government, and that their friends and emissaries in 
the island were contributing hastily to facilitate the plan, which 
would soon be ready to execute. 


The Ree. Dr. Troy to Mr. B. Marshall. 
Dublin, October 12, 1709. 

My dear Sir—I sit down to mention some particulars, for 
Lord Oastlereagh’a information, which I think it a duty to 
communicate, and shall begin by remarking that tho enclosed 
half-sheet was published by M'Kenzie, in College Green, and 
most industriously circulated in all parts of the kingdom. Be- 
fore it was published in this form, Lord Castlereagh had told 
Dr, Moylan that he had received a declaration, somewhat 
similar, from the Sheriff of the County Wexford, with a request 
to have it published by Government, which his Lordship, very 
wisely, did not comply with, from a conviction that such = 
publication, in these times, could only fan the flame of party 
rage, without producing any good effect whatever. 

After reading it with astonishment and concern, I wrote to 
Dr. Caulfield for information on the subject. The following 
is his answer verbatim, in his letter to me, dated Wexford, 
September 30, 1799 :— 

« I am pestered with packets of Beaghan’s declaration from 
Dublin by poet, under anonymous covers, filled with the moet 
abusive langusge and threats, for which I likewise pay the 
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postage. This Beaghan, or Beahan, had ben desoribed to me, 
some weeks before his execution, 4s little better than an idiot, 
but infected with some mischievous dispositions. I had this 
account of him from a respectable person, who lodged in the 
house where Beaghan was a servant. However, when sentence 
of desth was pronounced against him, he sent for a priest, who 
attended him on the day before, and on the very day of his 
execution, in the jail here, when he appeared (though somewhat. 
wild and scared) very penitent, and received the sacrament 
with spparent devotion, During these two days, Mr. Boyd 
and Sheriff Wilson visited him, and, as he told the priest, 
questioned him, ‘ Were there arms still concesled in the 
country? He answered he did not know, that perhaps there 
might be; but, if there were, they could never appear, they 
could never bo found, They then asked him, ‘ Were there many 
priests at the camp of Vinegar Hill, particularly were thers any 
of the Woxford town clergy there! Answer, No, he saw no 
clergymen thore, but Kearns and General Murphy. This is 
Beaghan's declaration to the priest. No clergyman attended at 
the execution ; bat, immediately before it took place, Mr. Boyd. 
askod the convict, in the presence of all that attended, ‘ Was 
the declaration he had made to him true! (but mentioned no 
particular). Beaghan answered, it was—that he might rely on 
every word of it. Now, I leave you to judge whether, from 
‘these materials, any last spoech might not be framed, let who 
will believe or condemn it.” So far Doctor Caulfield. 
Another publication or edition of Beahan’a declaration has 
appeared in the Dublin Journal of Tnesday last, which I like- 
wise enclose. It differs only in substance from M’Kenaie’s in 
omitting explicit mention of the priests. Any person believing 
either must naturally, and indeed justly too, wish the extermi- 
nation of Catholics in this kingdom. Jndge then of the im- 
pression it must make on those who rejoice st any pretext to 
calumniate and persecute them. There were too many guilty, 
not from a principle of their religion, which inculestes the 
EE2 
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forgiveness evan of enemies, but from the want of any religion, 
which made them the dupes of atheists, freethinkers, and 
traitors. 

‘The guilty cannot be too severely punished, but it is ae im- 
politic as it ia cruel and uncharitable to confound them with 
the innocent and loyal. Ofthese there were many, even in the 
Oounty of Wexford. It may, therefore, be reasonably oon- 
olnded that, if Beaghan really made the declaration in question, 
he must have been stupidly insensible. 

In consequence of my conversations with Lord Onetlereagh 
and Colonel Littlehales, about the intended Proclamation of 
Oouncil against chapel-burners, &o., in the County of Wox- 
ford, 1 assured Dr. Osulfield it would be issued. It haa not 
yet appeared, nor can it now, until the return of his Exoel- 
lency from the North. On inquiry at the Conncil Office, 
Mr. M’Kay informed me that the affidavits had been given to 
the Attorney-General, who is in the Oounty Tipperary. I 
am disappointed and concerned at this unforeseen delay, not 
only because the Proclamation was expected in the country 
with anxiety, but principally because the disaffected avail 
themselves of the occasion to impose on the ignorant, by art- 
fally insinasting that Government is indifferent about them 
and their chapels, and leaves them defenceless against the ex- 
cesses of @ party peculiarly hostile to Catholics in that County. 

Tho principle of reprobation and detestation of such outrages 
has been, ss Lord Castlereagh observed to me, established by 
Government in the Proclamation issued against those who 
burned Kilmurry Ohapel, in the County of Wicklow ; but, aa 
his Lordship added, it is necessary likewise to notice, in a par- 
ticular manner, similar excesses in the County Wexford. I 
shall urge this et his Excellency’s return hither, and hope 
Lord Castlereagh will assist me. I beg my best compliments 
and respects to his Lordship. 

‘You will observe, by our public papers, that the question of 
Union is daily gaining ground. The Catholics are coming 
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forward in different parts in favour of the measure, which the 
generality of them consider as their only protection against a 
faction seemingly intent on their defamation and destruction. 
I do not despair of an Address from the Catholics of this city, 
who, from losal and other circumstances, have hitherto been 
silent, before the meeting of Parliament. 

Exoeasea are daily committing in the County Wexford, 
and in the upper parts of the County Wicklow. Within 
tho last and present months, two chapels have boon burned and 
one greatly injured. Attempta wore made to destroy others, 
but frustrated by the exertions of loyal dispassionate Protost- 
ants, I prevailed on a clergyman to go to Arklow, which had 
been without a priest since last December, when the Rev. Mr. 
Ryan was murdered. He wont there with a strong protection 
from Government, which recommended him also to General 
Enustace and Colonel Cowper, of the Sligo Militia. The latter 
behaves as becomes & lover of peace, but candidly told the 
clergyman, Mr. Kearns, he could not control the violence of 
the yeomanry. Mr. Kearns was obliged to lodge at the inn. 
Every Catholic and well-disposed Protestant, however willing 
to accommodate him, refused it from dread of the consequences. 
He cannot go out by night, nor far from the town, and his life 
is threatened and his person insulted most opprobriously, 
Thus circumstanced, I cannot insist on his remaining there, 
nor can I expect that any clergyman will venture to replace 
him. Mr. Smith, s Protestant of the town, offered his barn 
to Mr, Kearns to celebrate mags in it, but without effect, as he 
was threatened with death for his humanity. Mr. Kearns 
Officiates within the walls of the old chapel which was barned, 
protected by a military guard ordered by Colonel Cowper. 

I could fill sheets in detailing similar instances of prejudice 
and violence in Wexford and Wicklow Counties, but I shall 
apare Lord Castlereagh and you the disgustful narrative. As 
to the General commanding in the Wicklow district, 1 
wich he was employed in some county where rebellion had 
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not raged. Pardon the uncommon length of this letter, and 
believe mo, with perfect esteem and regard, 
Yours, &., J. T. Troy. 
PS. I took the liberty of desiring the Rev. Mr. Fallon, 
No. 9, Edward Street, Portman Square, London, to call on 
you, and of assuring him you would take charge of any parcel 
he might have to send me. 


An Authentic Account of the Behaviour, Conduct, and Confes- 
sion of James Beaghan, who was executed on Vinegar Hill, 
on Saturday, the 24th day of August, 1799, taken before 
Christian Wilson, Kag., High Sheriff of the County of Wea- 

Sord, and J, H. Lyser, Esq., one of the Justices of the Peace 

Sor the said County. 

The day but one before his execution, two Popish Priests 
went to visit him, and upon their entering bis cell, he exclaimed 
against them in those words—“ Begone from me, you accurved, 
who have been the cause of my eternal damnation; for, were 
it not for yon, I never would have been guilty of murder!” 
Having so said, he turned from them, and requested that they 
might be put out ; and, in some short time after, he requested 
Osptain Boyd might be sent for, to whom he mado the follow- 
ing confession. 

“J, Jamea Beaghsn, acknowledge and confess that I am 
guilty of the crime for which I am to suffer, but that I did not 
eormamit it from it will to the people that were murdered, 
but from the order of Luke Byrne:? I could not disobey 
him—ao person dare refuse to obey the orders of the Com- 
manders. I am sure that any man in commsnd could 
asve the lives of the poor; every man that was a Protest- 
ant was called an Orangeman, and every one was to be 
Killed, from the poorest man in the country. Before the 
Rebellion, 1 never heard there was any hatred between Roman 
Catholics and Protestants; they always lived peaceably toge- 

> A Commander of the Rebels. 
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ther. I always found the Protestants better masters, and 
more indulgent landlords, than my own religion. During the 
Rebellion, I never saw any one interfere to prevent murder but 
one Byrne, who saved a man. I think all that were present 
were as guilty as those that perpetrated the murders. It was 
thinking that we were all equally guilty, that prevented me 
from flying the country. The women were numerous, and 
were ad bad as the men. The Rebels treated the prisonera 
with great severity: very different from the way that I have 
been used in gaol. They thought it no more sin to kill a 
Protestant than a dog. Had it not boon that they were po 
soon quashed, they would have fought with each other for the 
property of the Protestants: they were beginning before the 
battle of Vinegar Hill. Ever since the Rebellion, I never 
heard one of the Rebels expresa the least sorrow for what was 
done ; on the contrary, I have heard them say, thst they were 
sorry, whilst they had the power, they did not kill more, and 
that there were not half enough killed. I know that the 
Bebols were determined to rise, if the French should come; 
and I believe they did not give up half their arms. There are 
guns, bayonets, and pikes hid in the country. 

« ©,* 1 Now, gentlemen, remember what I tell you; if you 
and the Protestants are ever in the power of the Catholics again, 
as they are now in yours, they will not leave one of you alive; 
you will all go smack smooth; even them that campaigned with 
them, if things had gone well with them, would, in the end, 
have been killed; I have heard them ssy so many times.” 

Taken before ua, August 23, 1799. 

CaprisTiaN Wiisox, Sheriff, 
his J. H. Lysrse, Instice P. 
Tawns -{ Braauan, 
mark. 

1 «Fyom this mark Beaghsn spoke without having been asked any 
questions, and spoke with an earnestness and in # manner that showed 
his sincerity.” 
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Having arrived st the place of execution, Ospiain Boyd 
brought him aside, and read his confession, and ssked him if it 
was correctly taken down, to which he answered in the affir- 
mative, Just sa the executioner was about to turn him off, he 
called out, saying, “Stop!” and, lifting up his cap, said, with 
a very loud voice, “ Captain Boyd, you have taken down my 
confession perfectly correct : if it was not for the Priests, I 
never would have been guilty of murder, nor have dragged 
five unfortunate persons out of the windmill to be murdered.” 
Amongst these five was the son of old Minchin, the carpenter. 


To the Printer of the Dublin Journal. 

Sir—Having lately seen printed paper, purporting to be an 
authentic account of the behaviour, conduct, and confession of 
James Beaghan, who was executed on Vinegar Hill, on 
Saturday, the 24th day of August, 1799, taken before Cbria- 
tian Wilson, Esq., High Sheriff of the County of Wexford, 
J. H, Lyster, and James Boyd, Esqs., two of the Justices of 
Peace for the said County, we think it incumbent on us thus 
publicly to declare that the said account was printed without our 
consent or knowledge: and that there are parts of it of the 
truth of which we are wholly ignorant. To prevent furthor 
inisrepresentation, we think it proper to state what did pass 
within our knowledge. 

On the trial of James Beaghan, when the facta were cloarly 
proved against him, he exclaimed (in s manner that struck 
every one in Court most forcibly) that he would, before he 
died, tell all he knew. This expression gave hopes that he 
might make useful discoveries, and induced us to go to him 
the night before the execution: we found him impressed with 
8 proper sense of his unhappy situation, and as penitent as any 
criminal we ever witnessed. He told us he knew that the 
only reparation he could then make for his crimes waa freely 
to acknowledge and confess all he knew; and he declared he 
would, with the strictest regard to troth, answer every ques- 
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tion we asked him. Our wish was to find out what induced 
the Rebela to commit auch cruelties, and whether they were 
now convinced that they had been misled by those who had 
encouraged them. For this purpose we asked him several 
questions, to which his answers were as follows:—I acknowledge 
and confess that I am guilty of the crime for which I am to 
suffer; bot that I did not commit it from ill will to the 
people who were murdered, but from the order of Luke Byrne. 
1 could not disobey him—no one dare refuse to obey the ordera 
of the Commanders. We were told that every Protestant 
was an Orangeman, and every one was to be killed, from the 
poorest man in the Qounty. They thought it no more sin 
to kill a Protestant than a dog. Before the Rebellion, I never 
heard there was any hatred between Roman Catholica and 
Protestants ; they always lived peaceably together. I always 
found the Protestants better masters, and more indulgent 
landlords, than those of our own religion. During the Rebel- 
lion, I never knew any one interfere to prevent murder but one 
Byrne, who saved man. I sm sure that any man in command 
could save the lives of the poor people. I did not fly the 
country, becauge I thought that all that were present were aa 
guilty as those who committed the murders; for what was the 
difference, ifthey did not try to prevent them ? The women were 
numerona, and s8 bad as the men: in short, if you took up 
every Ontholic in the County, you would not be astray. I 
nover, since the Rebellion, heard one of the Rebels express the 
least sorrow for what was done ; on the contrary, I have heard 
them say that they were sorry, whilst they had the power, 
they had not killed more, and that there were not half enough 
killed. They treated their prisoners with great severity : very 
different from the way I have been used in gaol. Had they 
not been eo soon quashed, they would have fought with each 
other for the property of the Protestants: they were beginning 
before the battle of Vinegar Hill. I know they are determined 
io rise, ifthe French should come; and believe they did not 
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give up their arma: there are guns, bayonets, and pikes hid in 
the country. 

Here we cemped to put any question to him, but he, of his 
own accord, came up to the table at which we were seated, and, 
ins solemn and impressive manner, addressed us ;—~“ Now, 
gentlemen, remember the words of a dying man—remember 
what I tell you—if you and the Protestants are ever in the 
power of the Catholics again, as they are now in yours, they 
will not leave one of you alive; you will all go smack smooth 
even those that campaigned with them, if things had gone 
well with them, would in the end have been killed. I havo 
heard them say eo many times.” 

OxaisTian Wrison, Sheriff. 
Joxn H, Lysrze. 

On the 24th of August last, I was ordered, with my corps, 
to proceed to Vinegar Hill, where James Beaghan was to be 
executed. I there asked him, in the presence of two officers, 
if what he told the Sheriff the day before was true. He aid 
it was. When he was on the ladder and the cap over his face, 
he requested it might be lifted up, and that I might be called. 
I accordingly went up the ladder to him, when he addressed 
me in a solemn manner, and said, “ Osptain Boyd, this is an 
awfal moment, in which I would not venture a lie; as J ama 
dying man, I declare every word I told the Sheriff was strictly 
true.” asked him if he wished I should tell the people what 
he said. He replied in the affirmative. 1 immodiately did so, 
when the unhappy man cried out as loud sa he could, “ Yes, 
yes, itis trae!" These ware his last words.’ 

. James Born, Captain, Werford Cavalry. 


} The Rev. Dostors Troy and Ceulficla, Roman Cutholis Bishops, it 
will be observed, would fain have it thought that Beaghan, « member af 
their own communion, was “little better than idiot.” How little ground 
there can be for this plea, in extenuation, must be evident from the 
testimony of the magistrates, who attended his execution, which exhihite 
‘20 indications of an ansound or even of a weak mind. 
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Mr. Marsden to Lord Castlereagh. 
Dublin Castle, October 14, 1799. 

My Lord—In the last letter which I had from Oolonel 
Littlehalea, he ssys that his Excellency wishes that I should 
write to your Lordship upon the subject of the probable 
searcity of corn in this kingdom, and the expediency of stop- 
ping the distilleries, which sre now working with double acti- 
vity, with a view to exporting the spirite to Great Britain. 

The accounts from all parts of the country agree in the 
ruinous state of the harvest, and the prices are already con- 
siderably raised. Our Oommissary-General sells damaged 
flour for a higher price than he bought it good, 

His Excellency is very desirous that a stop should be put to 
distilling ; but I believe this cannot be done but by an act of 
Parliament. I send your Lordship the Corn Acta, as you 
may wish, on thie occasion, to refer to them; but I do not 
find that they give any power to the Lord-Lieutenant and 
Council to issue a Proclamation to this effect, nor, on inquiry, 
has such ever been issued here. It will, besides, materially 
affect the revenue in this country. 

I wish your Lordship would see Olaude Scott, who knows 
more than any other person of the mode by which supplics of 
corn can be had. Hoe might manage to secure some cargoes 
for us; and it might happen that the corn should arrive here 
at such # time-ss should raise the opinion of the benefits 
which we derive from our communication with England. 

Mr, Elliot arrived here last night. I have written to 
Mr. Cooke upon some matters which I do not repeat to your 
Lordship. I send you a letter which I had to-day from 
Stewart ; and, if you are of his opinion as to the Tyrone and 
Donegal Resolutions, your Lordship will let me know. 

‘Your very faithful, &e., 
ALEXANDER MARSDEN, 
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Mr. Elliot to Lord Castlereagh. 
‘Dublin Castle, October 17, 1799, 

My dear Lord Osstlereagh—The news brought by tho Inst 
two wails is, indeed, moat disheartening. Although there was 
reason to expect disaster in Switzerland, after the Archduke 
had withdrawn his wing from it, one was not prepared for such 
destructive and overwhelming defeats. I still cherish a hope 
that there may be much exaggeration in the French accounts: 
at the same time, it has not in general proved that their reports 
of victoriea have far exceeded the truth. These successes of 
the enemy will give great spirit and energy to the Rebels of this 
country. General Lake, who is recently returned from the 
North, says the people in that part of the kingdom never appeared 
more ripe for mischief. None of the information which Marsden 
has received affords any ground for believing that they are 
actuated by any immediate prospect of assistance from France ; 
and Toler,' who is just come to town from Tipperary, seems 
confident that there will be no movement in that quarter with- 
out an invasion. A communication has been made to Marsden 
of an intended attack on Dublin, but I cannot conceive any 
credit is to be given to it. 

You will have heard from Marsden that the Union is likely 
to meet with opposition in Roscommon, and that a meeting for 
the discussion of it is summoned for the 2d of next month. 
The Anti-Unionists here aro, I suspect, beginning to rally 
again. I am told that they are setting on foot an Anti-Union 
newspaper. I understand, too, that a subscription haa been 
commenced in some of tho Clubs for defraying the expenoe of 
Bushe’s seat. 


* Sohn Toler was appointed Solicitor-General in 1789, and succeeded 
‘Mr. Wolfe (Lord Kilwarden), a» Attorney-General. In 1800, he was 
elevated to the Bench as Chicf-Justice of the Court of Common Fleas, 
and to the Peerage by the title of Baron, and, at a later period, Karl of 
Norbary. é 
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The Lord-Lieutenant has decided for the leaser bounty, 
and Lord Westmeath, who is the only Colonel I have had an 
opportunity of secing, is positive it will be sufficient, 

Farewell | and believe me ever most traly youre, 

W.E. 


Mr. Eltiot to Lord Castlereagh. 
Private. Dublin Castle, October 18, 1799, 

My dear Lord Osstlereagh—Your letter of the 14th has 
jnst reached me, and I have lost no timo in forwarding ite en- 
closure to Lord Londonderry. I am traly sorry for your 
brother!’ Qonsidering, however, the nature of the service, 
and that he is unsparing of his person where there is danger, 
it ia well it is not worse. I assure you I have, ever since he 
has been in Holland, felt very great anxiety about him. Ina 
public point of view, 1 cannot help thinking it fortunate that 
the reault of the action was not ench as to encoursge perseve~ 
rance in the expedition. A progress in Holland, with a heavy 
waste of troops, would have beon no advance tomes the main 
object of the war. a5 

T have not#gg worth relating te telf you to-day. Iam 

going-iatfamaitiy to meet the Lord-Lieutenant, who returns 
fr any to dinnse, 

The mail of the 15th is this moment arrived, and I find 
that it is known here that your brother is wounded ; but Lord 
Londonderry will receive the intelligence by the express long 
before it can reach him through any other channel. 

Farewell, I am glad to learn from Cooke's letters to 
Marsden that your business is going on rapidly. Your pre- 
gence here is indubitably desirable; but, considering tho im- 
portance of your present cooupstion, and that there are very 
few persons in Dublin, I cannot perceive any neceasity for your 


\ "The present Marques of Londonderry, who accompanied the expe- 
dition sent, in September, to Holland, where he was severely wounded. 
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Putting yourself to any inconvenient degree of haste with re- 
spect to your return. 
Believe me ever most sffectionately yours, 
W. EB. 


Colonel Littlskales to Lord Castlereagh. 
Phanix Park, Dublin, October 18, 1799. 

‘My dear Lord—Lord Cornwallis has just returned to Dublin, 
and has received your Lordship’s letter, with the melancholy 
socount of our disasters in Holland, His Excellency sincerely 
hopes that Colonel Stewart's wound is slight. An oxpress 
had been sent to Lord Londonderry to soquaint him with the 
situation of your brother, and that you have reason to hope 
that his wound is not very severe. 

Lord Cornwaliis’s tour, I am confident, has been productive 
of the most salutary effects in the North, and will tend to 
forward essentially the great object in contemplation. His 
Excellency was addressed in favour of the measure in Antrim, 
Feliast, whence I wrote to your Lordship, Coleraine London- 
derry, Serauane, Lifford, Castlefin, and by the City and 
County of Londondsity, Wo this day passed through 
Drogheda; but the Speaker's friends, 372. 2"! Exool- 
lency’s visit, had frustrated the wishes of Mr. Smyth, the 
Vanhomrighs, &e., to addresa him. 

I write in haste, but have the honour to remain, &c., 

E. B. Lirrtenanes. 


Mr. Marshall's letter has this moment been delivered to 
me. The Lord-Lioutenant will write to the Duke of Portland 
to-morrow, by the messenger that brought his Grace's despatch. 


Colonel Littlehales to Lord Castlereagh. 
‘Dublin Castle, October 19, 1759. 
My dear Lord—I wrote to you last night to acquaint you 
of Lord Cornwallie’s retarn from his northern excursion. His 
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Excollensy now desires me to say that in his letter of this 
day's date to tho Duke of Portland, he has expreased himself 
unequivocally and decidedly against the suggestion which his 
Grace haa thrown out of Russian troops being sent to Ireland. 
He considers this step, in all reepects, objectionable, and that 
it would tend more to create internal disquietude than any 
measure that could be proposed, and its adoption would, in all 
probability, furnish an unanswerable argument to the Anti- 
Unionists, who would necessarily affirm that the Legislative 
Union could only be carried at the point of the bayonet by 
reign Soph T have the honour to be, &., 
E. B. Lrrrnanarzs. 


Mr, Eltiot to Lord Castlereagh. 
Dublin Castle, October 19, 1799. 

My dear Lord Castlereagh—Aa Maraden is to write to you, 
he will, of course, send you all the particulars of the pror: 
ings of the Common Council of Dublin, which was he¥>jes- 
terday, and at which a resolation was passed hostile to the 
Union. The resolution was afterwards confirmed by a meeting 
of theAldermen. There were no more than nine Aldermen 
present, of whom, two only, Alexander and Exshaw, voted 
against the resolution. Alderman James divided with the 
majority, for which he ought to lose bis employment. It is 
said to be in contemplation to summon another meeting of 
Aldermen in the course of » fortnight, for the purpose of ob- 
taining @ ratification of the late proceeding. I cannot help 
thinking that, by a little exertion, a majority might be socared 
in the Oourt of Aldermen; but Marsden tells me that Lees 
rather advises against sny interference on the part of Govern~ 
ment. I know not on what he grounds thia opinion ; bat I 
am to see him to-morrow, and shall have an opportunity of 
talking with him on the subject. 

‘The Lord-Lieutenant is returned, highly gratified with the 
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aucceas of his excursion, and speaks very eanguinely of the 
progress of the Union in the North, An sddress from the 
Oorporation and inhabitants of Monaghan was sent to him at 
Caledon, but, unfortunately, did not arrive till an hour after 
he was gone. If he had received it, he intended to have 
visited Monaghan. I hops, however, the address will be 
transmitted to Dublin, that it may be published for the morti- 
fication of Dawson. Lord Cornwallis states the province of 
Ulster to be in the moat perfect tranquillity. The accounts 
from the South are very unpleasant, and seem to justify the 
apprehension of a rapid system of organization in that part of 
the kingdom. There is a letter, too, from the High Sheriff 
and several Magistrates of the King’s County, suggesting the 
expediency of establishing military tribunals there. 

Lord Cornwallis desires that no more cavalry may be sent 
to Ireland. Ae it will be practicable for the English Govern- 
ment, on the return of the Duke of York's army, to give ua 
‘Be“ish troops, he hopes that tho design of sending Russians 
will relinquished. He thinks the measare might be mado 
& subject of .nisrepresentation in the country by the Anti- 
Unionists ; and, from the .op-rts he bas received of their want 
of discipline, he is apprehensive that they might commit great 
excesses and do much mischief, 

Farewell, I am in the greatest haste. 

Believe me, ever most truly yours, 


Do not neglect to send me any farther sceounts you may 
have of your brother. 


Lord Castlereagh to Lord Ds Clifford. 
Private. London, October 83, 1799, 
My dear Lord—I had the honour of receiving your letter 
of the @lat this morning; and, as I cannot entertain a very 
sanguine hope, however much I should wish it, of having it in 


1799.) VISCOUNT CASTLEREAGH. 483 


my power to pay my respects at King’s Weston, I trouble 
you with this letter as an imperfect substitute for what I 
should have wished to communicate to you in person. 

I should do very great injustice to the Government of both 
countries, if I did not endeavour to impreas on your Lordship 
the sense entertained by his Majesty's Ministers of the very 
decided and valuable support they havo been in the habit of 
receiving from your Lordship, and their extreme anxioty that 
it should not be withdrawn on s measure, on which, in their 
jadgment, the security of the Empire depends. They are fully 
sensible that, on a question of such magnitude, they cannot 
expoct your Lordship to surreuder your opinion to theirs; but, 
as they never had reason to apprehend that you felt any 
desided objection to the principle of the measure, they ear- 
nestly hope that the cordial disposition which has @ . shown 
by most of the counties and trading towns of Ireland, in the 
course of the summer, to the adoption of it, will remove much 
of your Lordship’s apprehension of any serious diacontents 
oeing likely to arise out of its agitation, and induce your Lond- 
thip to afford your assistance to his Majesty’s Government on 
the present important occasion. 

When I had the pleasure of seeing your Lordship in Dublin, 
I then mentioned to you my sanguine hope that the fature 
representation of Ireland might be eo managed as not to call 
on the individuals interested in the present system for any 
undue sacrifice of private interest for the public advantage. 
From the consideration the subject has sine undergone, I can 
assure your Lordship that every person interested will receive 
fall compensation for their existing rights. 

‘The impression that I had of the constitution of the Corpo- 
ration of Kinsale led me to imagine that it was nearly as 
open at Downpstrick. The difficulty of applying compen- 
sation in that kind of borough is obvious: I am not without 
hopes, however, that the arrangement may be so made as to 
leave both Kinsale and Downpatrick represented by one 

VoL. 5. FF 
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member exch in the United Parlisment, which would place 
those towns on a footing with the most considerable in Ireland 
(Dublin and Cork excepted), and in point of value, even tos 
person leas connected with thie country than your Lordship, 
must be admitted to equal, if not to exceed, that at which two 
Irish Boroughs could be estimated, even wore they both of » 
description not likely to involve their patron in any expense 
to maintain them. I trust I have thrown out a sufficient 
outline for your Lordship’s consideration. I ehall be glad, aa 
early as convenient, to be acquainted with your Lordship's 
sentiments on the subject, and I shall be happy to furnish 
explanation on other points connected with the measure on 
which your Lordship may wish to receive information. 
I beg your Lordship wo believe that I am always, &c., 
CasTLERRAGH. 


Eatract of a Letter from Lord Cornwallis to Lord Castlereagh. 
Phoenix Park, October 26, 1799. 

My dear Lord—Your letter, dated the 24th, which I have 
received this morning, has afforded me grest satisfaction, 
had no doubt of Mr. Pitt’s powers to accomplish the most 
difficult task, or of his disposition to act in the most liberal 
manner towards this country; but I was afraid that the vari- 
ous distressea of the times would have prevented his giving 
the unremitting attention which the nature of the business 
required, aud that the conclusion was still distant. 

Our accounts from the South continue to be of the same 
fluctuating nature as they have appeared for some time. One 
poot brings expectation of an immediate rising, the next suffers 
that event to be more doubtful. Lake, who is at Clonmel, 
listens sometimes to the alarmists, and, at others, is more con- 
fident, I confees that I have no idea of » serious insurrection 
without the landing of a foreign force. 

T bave just learned that the Chancellor's steward has been 
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mardered st Mount Shannon : some of hia labourers are taken 
up on guspicion. 


Mr. Mareden to Lord Castlereagh. 
‘Dublin Castle, October 29, 1798. 

My Lord—I am sorry to find to-day that the account of 
the murder of the Chancellor's steward ia confirmed. A letter 
has been written to Sir James Duff, desiring him to offer a 
reward, and use every exertion for the discovery of the mux- 
derers; and this day the Lord-Lieutenant has caused a Pro- 
clamation to be issued for the same purpose, 

I mistook, in my letter of yesterday, when I spoke of Lord 
Belmore’s having an interest in the Borough of Athboy—it is 
Lord Darnley’s, and we have reason, I believe, to reckon upon 
his Lordship's support. His Excellency seems inclined to 
write to Lord D. to get the seat for Mr. Singleton. 

We are not getting forward in Roscommon. One of the 
Kinga came to town to-day, and I have had hinf spoken to 
abort permitting his agent to give encouragement to his 
‘venantry to come forward, who, my friend there writes me, 
are not inclined to come forward without such intimation. 

I send # list of persons who are likely to act hostilely, in 
caso of a County meeting in Donegal. 

olonel Littlehalos will no doubt send your Lordship the 
eubstance of General Lake's letter, who mentions the renewal 
of houghing in the county of Tipperary, and the general bad 
appearances there’ From the County of Limerick we have 
informations, which, if true, are sufficient to cause alarm. A. 
letter from Mr. John Massey there is handed shout to-day, 
giving buts bad account. In Dublin, there is not anything 
to be apprehended but from the lowest orders. I am sure 
there is not any executive nor leaders. Some combinations 
among the trades to raise wages add just now to the idleneus 
and the cabal of the metropolis. 

I send your Lordship the lsat returns of the prices of corn, 

FF2 
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and must beg leave to say that I entirely concur with your 
Lordship in your opinion of the imexpediency of stopping the 
distilleries. A letter goes to the Duke of Portland, in answer 
to one from his Grace, inquiring whether we could epare any 
onta and beans to England, which has been civilly refused by 
his Excellency. 

I have satisfaction in saying that our prospects as to comm 
improve. The last few days have been fine in the North; and 
8 person who arrived from Derry to-day speaks of the harvest 
in the North as having assumed » better appearance. From 
the South we have not mnch cause to be uneasy st the quantity, 
whatever may be the quality. 

Your Lordship's very faithful, &., 
ALEXANDER MARSDEN. 


Colonel Littlehales to Lord Castlereagh. 
Private. Dublin Castle, October 29, 1799. 

My dear Lord—I have the honour to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 26th instant, and, having laid it 
before Lord Cornwallis, I am to express to you his eatisfaction 
in learning that you concur with him in thinking that the 
remonstrance he had made against any of the Russian corps 
being sent to Ireland was proper and judicious. 

My Lord-Licatenant has given permission to two Colonels 
of Scotch Fencible Regiments to augment their respective 
corps; and Sir John Sinclair will, in like manner, probably 
obtain the eame indulgence, and to add two additional compa- 
nies to his regiment: but, in any communication which you 
may have with Mr. Dundss on this subject, his Excellency 
desires me to intimate that, in his opinion, Fencible Corps, 
as the sole permanent force in this country, must be very 
inadequate to its defence, and far inferior, in all respecta, to 
well-trained regimenta of the line. He never can place s firm. 
reliance on any armed forces whose officers are not profession- 
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ally eoldiers, and whose habits of life and pursuits have been, 
and are expested again to become, different from those of 
military men, who have no other object in view. Lord Com- 
wallis has merely enjoined me to suggest his sentiment upon 
this occasion to your Lordship, as he would be sorry to con- 
fide implicitly in any Fencible foree, in the event of the dis- 
posable force, which, it ia presumed, will speedily be ordered 
to this kingdom, being withdrawn. 

General Lake reports to me that the Carmarthenshire and 
2nd West York regiments are arrived at Waterford. He 
also states that some cattle have been houghed, or piked, near 
Castle Otway. 

I congratulate you on the laurels which Colonel Stewart 
has achieved ; and I have the honour to remain, &o., 

E. B. LirTtEnares, 


The Rev. Dr, Plunkett, titular Bishop of Meath, to Lord 
Castlereagh. i 
Navan, October 29, 1799. 

My Lord,—I am bat lately returned from my annual visi- 
tation, and such have been my avocations until now, that it 
was not well in my power immediately to answer the letter of 
the 22nd instant your Lordship did mo the honour to write 
to me. 

The motives which your Lordship assigns to indnee the 
Roman Catholics of Ireland to sddress in favour of a legislative 
Union with Gréat Britain are strong and forcible: they have 
often occurred to me these few months past, and have made a 
deep impression upon my mind. The sketch which sccom- 
panioa your Lordship’s letter of an sddress to be founded on 
theae motives conveys a clear outline of the substance of what 
aught to be said on the occasion. On the part of the Roman 
Catholic clergy, there is no obstacle to the wish expressed by 
your Lordship. The obstacle is on the part of the inkabi- 
tanta of this County in general. The Roman Catholics of 
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Meath are too near Dublin, and too much accustomed to listen 
to the opinions of the Protestants of Mesth, to be as yet willing 
to declare in favour of the Dion. They are not strangers to 
the principal arguments nsed to oppose it, and msny of them 
believe these arguments to be unanswerable. The clergy 
depend upon the people, and they say here they would act im- 
prudently did they wound the feelings of their reepective flocks 
by stepping beyond their own sphere, and abetting a system to 
which the people are not yet reconciled. ‘“ We cannot sepa- 
arate from our parishioners,” add they. “ In political ques- 
tions, it becomes us rather to follow than to lead.” To this 
kind of reasoning, my Lord, I must confess, it is not easy to 
reply. For my part, I will heartily join the Boman Catholics 
of Meath the instant they will show s disposition to declare in 
favour of the Union. Until then, your Lordship perceives 1 
must content myaelf with defending snd supporting the measure 
when opportunities offer of doing so with advantage, 
I have the honour to be, &c., 
©. J. PLoNKETT. 


Mr. Elliot to Lord Castlereagh. 


‘Wednesday, October 80, 1799. 

My dear Lord Castlereagh—You have been very kind in 
sending me the copy of Sir Ralph Aberoromby’s letter ; and 1 
assure you that no one can participate more sincerely and oor- 
dially than I do in the gratification you must derive from it. 
Sir Balph, sa we all know, is not 9 courtier: and nothing 
ehort of eminent merit could have drawn from him such high 
and ungnalified praise. I feel great satisfaction, too, in Sir 
Ralph's having addressed his letter to Lord Oamden.* 

I have nothing of importance to communicate. King, the 

* The letter in question related to the military conduct of the Editor 


im the brief campeign in Holland; and I need not sey how peculiarly 
‘gitteful tothe young soldier it was to be 00 noticed by such a Commander. 
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Member for Helturbet, is dead, which opens one of Lord 
Belmore's seats. It has been reported that Grattan it to be 
returned for it; but I believe there is not the least foundation 
for the ramonr. Marsden tells me that he saw a man to-day 
from the South, who oceasionslly gives Cooke information of 
the atate of the country. He is a person employed in re- 
oruiting, and haa therefore the means of procuring useful in- 
telligence, if he is to be depended on, He says that, though 
there is much mischief in the South, there are not many of 
the old leaders of the conspiracy left, aud the fow who remain 
are afraid of acting; that there are a few new leaders, but that 
they are persons of no weight or importance ; and that he does 
not think there is any probability of insurrection, unless in the 
event of an invasion. Ho asserts positively that money has 
been remitted to the County of Wexford and the adjacent 
parts of the kingdom from Dublin by the Anti-Unionist party, 
for political purposes, The Bishop of Killals mentions, in a 
letter to Marsden, that Sir James Duff had stated in a note 
which the Bishop had received from him, that he had some 
hope of discovering the perpetrators of the horrid murder com- 
mitted at Mount Shannon, and that he suspected some of the 
servanta, This, however, is eo vague and loose an account, 
that I beg you will not mention it to the Chancellor. 
Believe me ever most affectionately yours, 
Wiiiam Exiior. 


The Barl of Shannon to Lord Castlereagh. 
Castle Martyr, November 12, 1799, 
My dear Lord—Your Lordship’s most obliging letter of the 
Srd, in which you have been so kind as to honour me with 
your commanicstion of the outline of whst has appeared most 
desirable to his Majesty's ministers on the subject. of repre- 
sentation on the taking place of the Union, did not arrive hero 
till late yesterday, with the five English maila then due, For 
this instance of your Lordship’s confidence and attention, E 
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beg to offer my best acknowledgments, which I direot to London, 
though under the uncertainty of their overtaking you there. 

‘The arrangement mentioned by your Lordship, as far as I 
am capable of judging, is as unexceptionably planned as the 
nature of it could admit of; and I doubt not that, when the 
Mmenaure comes to be offered to the kingdom in the detail, the 
terms will be such as to reflect honour upon its supporters. 

Your Lordship stands in a more highly arduous situation 
than has ever yet fallen to the lot of any minister in this king- 
doin, having, exclusive of the magnitude of the subject, to cou- 
tend with adversaries who have not been ashamed to rely upon 
elamour and misrepresentation, yet, however loud in invective, 
will be found weak in argument and public estimation, I wish 
your Lordship » safe return to this kingdom, in which, 1 trust, 
you will find that honourable support that your exertions for 
its true interest so well deserve. 

T have the honour to remain, with sincerest good wishes, my 


dear Lord, 
Your most obliged, &., 


SHannon. 


END OF VOL, Ml. 
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oF THE 


LIVES OF THE QUEENS OF ENGLAND. 
BY AGNES STRICKLAND. 


EMBELLISHED WITH 4 PORTRAIT OF THE AUTHORESS, 
‘And other Elustrations. 
1N.B.—Sabworbers are requested to complete their Sets without delay, 
‘to prevent disappointment, 


4 vay Courtzra Bure of this Work may now be bed, ia 12 vols, elegantly bound, 
with git leaves, price 02, Os. 


RECOLLECTIONS 


REPUBLICAN FRANCE, 
Frou 1790 to 1801. 
BY DR MILLINGEN. 


Post 6vo, with Porraair or tae Aurson, 10x. 0d., boant. 


«Thin work is full of the most interesting details and vivid pictures of the Revo- 
Iution of 1790, It is a book which everybody must rend. It is fall of anecdote, ana 
the moat interesting matter of every kind.”—Svwpat TIwEe, 


THE SUPPLEMENT 


0 


BURKE'S HISTORY OF THE LANDED GENTRY 
@t England, Scotland, & Frelanv; 


Containing the History and Genealogy of 600 additional Families, with refer- 
ences to upwards pf 10,000 persons connected with them by marriage or 
descent; besides new particulars respecting the Families comprised im the 
first two volumes. Reysl 8v0, 15s. 

# The vast anmber of new names introduced into this volume grestly increases the 
‘value and interest of this laborious work. be ore end acatty berebl ts the 
history and genealogy of these families fully muatein the reputation of the largur pobli- 
cation to which this volume forms an indispenseble supplement; and when the whole 
hall have been oompleted by the publication of a general index, it will form the moot 

ensive work of reference of ita clues thet bas ever been accomplished in thin 
sountry."_—ATLan. 

™ We have received the supplementary volatme of this valuable work. The est- 
Diished reputation of its learned editors affords the best guarantee of the ability and 
‘gare with which they have discharged the important und interesting task of recording 
‘the histories of our lanied gentry. No Limary can be considered complete without 
‘hls useful and ably-executed work,"—Massexora. 


6 Mr. Colburn’s New Padlications. 


Winks of Firiton. 


BROTHERS AND SISTERS: 
% Cale of Bomestic Tile, 
BY FREDRIKA BREMER, 


Avraon or “ Tam Nzsonzovns,” “ Tae Howx,” &e. 
‘TRANSLATED FROM THE ORIGINAL UNPUBLISHED MANUSCHIFT, 


BY MARY HOWITT. 
8 vols. 

4 A firat-rate novel, equal to any of Mins Bremer’s former produstions. 

“ This mailing, happy, story will make the very gloomiost reader in love with life. 
‘Tein among the very best of Miss Bromor's works. ‘The obararter of General Herkules 
Jaen finely drawn sa any one of Boolt’s old warriors, not excepting the Baron of Brad- 
wardine,”-—JannoLp’s Faran. 

«A picture of domestia life thet 1s no less aweot and touching then it is powerful 
sand trae, It will be univervally read, and none will reed it withont deriving profit as 
‘well ua pleanure from the perusal,” —Suxvay Trin 








AN Gc = LA 
THE CAPTAIN'S DAUGHTER 


sy THE 
Avraon or " Exroia Wrapuam,” * Two Oun Man's Tazns,” &e. 
3 vole. 





“ A vory charming book."—Arzas. 

“A worthy pendant to ‘Emilia Wyadhem.’*—Joun Burs. 

 Augela will certainly add to the well established fame of one of our best and 
purest novelists." —Barraxera. 

“A charming work, full of point and brillisney, Unquestionably one of the most 
interesting snd novels of the senson."—Suxpar Truss. 

“<The author of * Angela’ is, to onr mind, the best Indy novelist of the day. We 
cunavt but exprees how deeply we admire this uew novel. We believe it to be one of 
‘the very highest productions of an English pen.’—Waruzr Carotene, 





LEONORA: 
S Lobe Storp. 
3 vols. 


"In * Leonora’ Lady Boothby haa proved the universality of her talent in depicting 
harather both aa a novi and an ancean?'—Jeunooa’s Paras. 

“One of the most beautiful books of the kind we ever remember to have met with. 
‘This very charming tale cannot fall to excite « most powerful intereat."—Sum. 


Mr, Colburn's New Publications. 
‘Biacks of Fiction. 
THE DISCIPLINE OF LIFE. 


8 vols, 


‘Bo a hero in the strife ” 
Loxaretiow. 


A FATHER’S CURSE: 


A DAUGHTER’S SACRIFICE. 
Grials of Womestic Rife. 
BY MRS. BRAY, 
Avraor or “ Tux Wurrx Hoops,” &. 3 vols, 
“Worthy of one whose eaeller achievements in the realms of fletion attracted the 
notios of the most nocomptished critio of the dey—Southey.”—Joux Bux. 


© Mrs, Bray's novels deverve welcome. Thess volumes will justify our recommend- 
ation of them to all such aa care for the provincial romance of England."—ATumxzrum. 


MRS. ARMYTAGE: 
a, 


FEMALE DOMINATION. 
BY MRS. GORE. 
° FORMING THE NEW VOLUME OF 


COLBURN’S STANDARD NOVELS. 


‘With Ponrmurr oy tu Avraonese, bs. bound. 


‘“ Mra. Gore's beat novel “——Lirzaaky Gazetre. 

«Mra. Armytage’ is not only a well written book, but a boak with an excellent 
‘porpone, most diserestly worked out. It stands ths test of « kocond reading, as only a 
thoroughly good book can.”—Exauzwan. 

Ms, Colburn’s Beriea of Standard Novels in peculiatly select. Fromit are excluded 
all whieh have a mere transitory popalarity; in it are included all which tend to elevate 
the charscrer of the modern nove, and to reise the republie of fiction te its proper ele- 
‘vation."—Moaxise Poser. 


Mr. Colburn's New Publications. 
Berks of fiction. 


MILDRED VERNON: 
& Cale of Parisian Like, 
IN THY LAST DAYS OF LOUIS PHILIFPE’S REION. 
2 vols. 


THE KELLYS AND THE O’KELLYS: 


LANDLORDS AND TENANTS. 


H Gale of Krish Lite. 
BY A. TROLLOPE, ESQ. 
3 vols, 

‘capital work—one of the best novels of the neuson.’-~Mussmxane. 
very amusing and well- tale, We beartily congratulate Mr. Trotlope on 
the gery able manner in whlch be bas portrayed the soenes end cheaters of Srah 

.”"-—BRITABRTA. 

“4 We Hike this novel better than Mr. ‘s former one. The true ‘ emerald’ 
humour pervades its scene. Lord and Lady are & pair of chamctere whom 
Mist Austen would not have disowned.” —Aruex zou, 








JAMES THE SECOND 
Sn Ristorical Romance. 
EDITED BY W. H. AINSWORTH, ESQ. 
8 vole,, with Tiustrations. 
«A sery interesting romance."—Joma Bur. 
ability 


“A novel of great interest and ‘Sunpay ‘Tees, 


EXAMUXMR. 





ADVENTURES 


A MEDICAL STUDENT. 
BY THE LATE R. DOUGLAS, Suzorox BN. 
‘Wrru 4 Mrmore oF Taz Avtuor. 3 vols. 


“A most remarkable serios of narratives, remarkable for the power—we will not 
hesitate to add, the genins—with which the whole of them are trested.’—Jonx BULL. 


“« Resembling the ‘ Diary of a lata Physician’ in the iragical and often terrific ebaracter 
of the talee.”.—Momnrxa Post, 


18, Great Marthorongh Steet. 


MR. COLBURN’S 
LIST OF NEW WORKS. 


BURKE’S 


HISTORY OF THE LANDED GENTRY; 


A GENEALOGICAL DICTIONARY 
OF THE UNTITLED ARISTOCRACY OF ENGLAND, 
SCOTLAND, AND IRELAND: 


A COMPANION TO ALL PEERAGES. 
2 vols. royal 8va, beautifully printed in double columns, 27. 10s, bound, 


Tho Londed Gentry of Raped are 60 closely connected with the 
atirring records of ite I bistary, _ some acquaintance with 
thes te matter of necessity with the tegiletor, the lnvye, the la- 
torical student, the speculator in politics, and the curious in’ topogra- 
plucal and antiquarian lore; evea the very spirit of ordinary: 
‘cunosity prompt to a desire to trace the origin and progress of 
those femilies whose infuence pervades the towns nud villages of our 
land. Thin work furnishes wach s moass of authentic information in 
regard to allthe principal fami the kingdom 
Leen brought together. It relates to the untitled fa 
the Peerage and Baronetage” does to the titled, 
# peerage of the untitled mistocracy. Tt embraces the whole of the 
landed interest, and is indispensable to the library of evory gentleman, 


A work in hich every gentleman will find a domestic interest, as 




















account of every Kkaown family in the United 
ary of oll names, families, and their origi 
neighbour and friend, if not of bis own relatives 






“A work which, contring, curious greny nowliere ele to be 
found, and to which professional gencalogiats may refer wi \van= 
tage" Quarterly Review. 

‘+. work of this kind ie of a nntional value Ite tility is not merely 
temporary, but it will exist and be acknowledged as long as tho fa- 
mihes whose names and genealogies are recorded in it continue to farm 
‘on integral portion of the English constitation. As a correct record 
of descent, no family should be without it."—Morniag Post, 





2 MR. COLBURN’S NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


WALPOLE’S MEMOIRS 
OF THE REIGN OF 


KING GEORGE THE SECOND; 


EDITED, WITH A PREFACE AND NOTES, 
BY THE LATE LORD HOLLAND, 


Becoud Edition, Revised, in 3 handsome volumes Svo, with Portraits, 
ptice only 24s, bound (originally published in 4to, at 5. 52.). 

Tux menuscript of these “Memoirs of the Reign of George the 
Second” was found at Strawberry Hill on the death of Horace Wel; 
along with that of the « Memoizs of the Reign of George the Third,” 
Tately edited by Sir Denis Le Marchant, in two chests, relative to 
which the jor left written directions that they were not to te 
opened till a considerable period after his deoense. That time having 
arrived, the scale were removed, and the nebleman to whom the 
Memoirs Jace one Dequesthed (the Bal Waldegrare), ecserntr 

ving them to the lic ; ‘that ight possess every ible 
Sarastage, it wos ‘rranged that they tboutd tppear tmnder the editorial 
wuspices of the late Lord Holland, whose intimate sequaintance with 
the period illustrated, fenily connexion with the most celebrated indi- 
viduals of tbe time, and distinguished scholarship, appeared to point him 
gat i above all men, peculiarly Gtted for the tesk of preparing them 
for the press, 

Known as tho son of the ableat minister the age produced (Sir Robert 
Walpole), and having many of his nenreat friends and relatives members at 


different perioda eitber of the it or of the opposition, it is impos- 
tiblo to imagine an individud wore favourably ciroumstanced than Horace 























chernoecstice im contemporaries, and a viva- 
venes in whi figured so conspicuously, in 
rival, Tho result ia a history which, with the 
rds equal entertainment with the most viva- 

, re ufficiently attractiv: its own merits to all 
olaspes of readers, is easoatial to containing acy portion of 
the Walpole Works end Commepomantees saa, 

“ We are glad to see an octavo edition of this work. ‘Lhe publisher has 
conferred a boon on the public by the republication.” Britannia. 

« Few historical works that can equal these volumes, 
ie 3 moment or rhage] i a 

™ Porbaps, without exception, the liveliest piece of historical gossip in 
any language. It ia a valuable contribution to the history exd ‘pllloeepby 
of human nature.”—Daily News, 
“A work-of greater interest then bas been placed before the public for 
considerable time, The Memoirs abound in matter which is both useful 
aod sanus ‘The politics! portions of the work are of undoubted value 
and Interest, and embody « considerable amount of very curious historical 
Information, hitherto inaccessible even to the most determined and perse- 
vering student.”"—Morning Post. 














TUISTORY AND BIOGRAPHY, 3 


LIVES OF THE QUEENS OF ENGLAND, 


NOW FIUST PUBLISHED YROM OFFICIAL RECOEDB, 
AND OTHER AUTHENTIC DOCUMENTS, PRIVATE 48 WELL a8 PUALIC. 


BY AGNES STRICKLAND. 


DEDICATED BY PERMISSION TO HER MAJESTY. 


‘To be completed in 12 vols., embellished with Portraits, and other Ilus- 
trations, 10%, 6d. each, bound; either of which may be hed separately. 


Vols. Ito XZ, are now ready. 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

“These volumes have the fascination of a romence united to the 
integrity of history.”—Times. 

“ Mise Strickland hea made a very judicious uso of many authootic 
M&. authorities not previousl and the reault ee most inte- 
resting ud-tition to our biographical library." — Quarterly Revi 

A mont valuable and entertaining work. There is certainly no lady 
of our day who hes devoted ler pen to ao beneficial « purpose at Mise 
Strickland, Nor is there any other whose er OF MORE 
enduring interest. Miss Seicbiuad isto our md the iat | literary lady 
of the nge.”—-Chronicle. 

“« A valaable contribution to historical knowledge. It containg a moss 
of Ss kind of historical matter of interest, which industry and research 
could collect. We have derived much entertainment and instruction from 
the work.”—Atheneum. 

“We most pronoance Miss Stickland Doyond all comparison themoxten 
tertaining historian in She rtainly a woman of 
‘powerfal and active mind, as well as of eornpalozs tice and honesty of 
purpose. And, as wo before remarked, the considerable aumber of new 
doouments to which she has bad access, and the curious netare of some of 
thease documents, impart to her production a character of which it would be 
= ning Foe ‘whether the utility or the entertainment predominated,” 
Morn 

™ beg! work is written bya lady of considerable bearning, indefati- 
= Jnduaty, ani careful judgmout. AM these qualifcations fora 









and an historian she hes brought to bear upon the subject 
bere and fon them hes karoge aed 8 merely interesting ig to 

oh, ‘and more particularly interesting to the communi 
to whom the pp Tafinda sapearcbes of ey pl gy jocrare at 
inatruction. ‘he whole wo suede red Bete wit be 
read, by all who sre anxious for information. 
ment of fects, deri becid ‘froi 
tion of ind: 
with in eter crowned 











a WR. COLBURN’S NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





HISTORY OF 


THE CAPTIVITY OF NAPOLEON 


AT ST. HELENA. 
BY GENERAL COUNT MONTHOLON, 

‘The Emperor's Companion in Exile, and Testementary Executor, 
Now first translated and published from the author's original maouscript. 
4vols. 8vo. Vols, [1J. and LV, may be had separately to complete sets, 

“General Count Mootholon, ‘Napoleon's companion in exile, and tes- 
tamentary executor, has determined by detailed and honest sta’ements, 
to bring every thing connected with thie important event before tho 
eyes of civilised Europe. We have read bis volumes with intense 
interest and curiosity, and we sro to acknowledge the general 
good sense, right feeling, aod strong desire for impartiality that hare 
Bigaalised them. They contain innumerable passages of interest, 
amusement, and information.”— Court Journal, 


THE ONLY AUTIORISED ENGLISH EDITION. 


Now ia course of publicatios, embellished with portraits. The first 
six volames may now be bad bound in three, price Sis, 6d. 


M. A. THIERS’ HISTORY 


THE CONSULATE ‘AND TOE EMPIRE 


OF FRANCE, UNDER NAPOLEON. 


A sequel to bis Iistory of the French Revolution, Translated, with 
the asuction and approval of the Aathor, by D. Forses Caurerii, Esq. 
Having filled af different ti the high offices of Minister of tho 
Taterior, of Finance, of ign Adie, and President of the Council, 
BM. Thiers has enjoyed facilities beyond the reach of every other 
biographer of Napoleon, for procuring, from exclusive and suthentic 
sources, the choicest materials for bia present work, As guardian to 
the archives of the atate, be bad access to diplomatic papers and otlor 
documents of the highest importance, hitherto known only to = privi- 
leged few, and the publication of which esonot feil nce a great 
sensation. From private sources, M. Thiers, it appes lao de- 
rived much valuable information. Many interesting m , diaries, 
‘and letters, all hitherto unpublished, and most of them destined for 
political yeasous to remsin a0, have been placed at his disposel; while 
Wil the leading cheracters of the empire, who were shve when the 
author undertook the present history, have supplied bim with a mane 
of incidents und anecdotes, which have uever Before appeared in print, 
and the accuracy and value of which may be inferred from the fact of 
these parties having been themselves eye-witnesses of, or actors in, the 
great events of the period. 
“To prevect disappointment, the public are requested to be per- 
ticular in siring their orders for “Corsuan’s Aurnorissp Eprnon, 
rEaxscatep ar D. Fossxs Camraact.” 












INS1ORY AND BIOGRAFIIY. 5 





COURT AND TIMES OF JAMES L, 


WLLUSTRATED BY AUTHENTIC AND CONFIDENTIAL LETTERS, FROM 
‘VARIOUS PUBLIC AND PRIVATE MANUSCRIPT COLLECTIONS. 


EDITED, WITH 4N INTRODUCTION AKD NUMEROUS NOTES, BY THE 
AUTHOR OF “ZIEMOTRS OF SOPHIA DOROTUEA.” 


2 vols, 8yo., 


Ir may bo assorted with confidence that scarcely apy similar publi- 
cation can exceed these volumes in interest, orrival them in the extent 
and varlety with which they illustrate contemporary history. ‘They 
contain the Confidential ( of the Heign of James 1. 
wrilten to and from tho Principal Ministers of State, Ambassadors, 
and other persons either connected with the court, or occupying 
positions which afforded them means of obtaining the most secret 
piaoaten. pimeng shes» willbe found, Tobert Coll Mangus of 


Salisbury 5, Dudley Ca it Dorchester 5 , Bal 
oF Bhreseburys Tienty kwh of Nor Northampton William, Warl at 
Pembroke; Faward, Lord Wotton ; Richard, Fadl of Dorset; George 
Calvert, Baron Baltimore; Viscount Audover; Thomas, Har! of Arun- 
+ Bir Clement Edmondes Sir lane Wake; Sir Honry 
Hanehawes Se Thomss Edmonter sit doh Tuckerton asd 
various other eminent diplomatists aud statesinen. 
ety Samumerable subjects on which the volumes afford informa- 
it is scarcely possible to give an uate mat a many 
Te aad The Tofal of Rar Waltor Tiietgh ands aut 
seaeet tory-—The Gunpowder Flot The Murder of Sir Thomas 
Overbury—Tho Trial of Earl and Countess of Somerset—The 
Rise of Villiers, Dake of Buckingham and his Family—The Carly 
History and Death of Henry, Prince of Wales—The Private Lives 
of Queen Anne of Denmark and Prince Charles—Tho Stories of 
Arabella Stuart and Elizabeth, Queen of Bohemia—The Visite of 
the King of Denmark and the Count Palatine of the Rhine~The 
Proceedit fae er col etapa oe ple Bt madd 
Courts of Law, and the Universities of Oxford and Cambri: 
Court Masques and Entertainments—The Revels of the Inns SF Comt 
~The Theatres, &c. 
‘In its illustrations of the iiterary Histocy of ‘the time, the wove is 
srirepely Tiel ‘shounalog ia anoototenof Ben J fonson, Carew, Wither, 


the brothers , Bacon, Sir Julius Cesar, 
Dr. ‘Wotton, and many scholars of note both 
‘st home and abroad. “Added to these interesting features the work 


contains notices of almost overy of celebrity in the king- 

dom, 20 that there is sears amy whowe enter have pared io 
the history of thia portion seventeenth century, 

in these volumes some reference to their ancestors. 





6 MR. COLBURN’S NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





DIARY AND CORRESPONDENCE 
JONN EVELYN. 


‘A BEW AND REVISED EDITION. 
o's complain 3 vlunon, bande printed in pet ro, with 


DIARY AND MEMOTRS OF SOPHIA 


CONSORT OF GHonGE I. 
Now riner PUBLISHED FOX Tux onic 
Chaspar Edition, in # vole. Gro, with Portrait, te, ie ton, 
A work prandine | in the romance of real life.”— Messen 
of marvatous, roraations, extblinhing Doyond all doubt 
the perfect innccenes of the beautiful, highly gifted, and inbomenly 
trosled Sophia Dorotbees"—-Navol and Miltary Gazette 


LETTERS OF MARY, QUEEN OF SCOTS. 


EDITED, WITH AN HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION AND NOTES, 
Br AGNES STRICKLAND; 

Now and Cheaper Edition with numerous Additions, uniform with 
Miss Strickland's a of the Queens of England,” in 8 vols., post 
Bro, with Portrait, &e., 214, bound, 

“No public or peat Mb Teary ‘ean be considered complete without 

this auehle ee 

‘he beat allsetion ‘of Ta tentie memorials relative to the Queen 
of Bote that bee ever ‘appeared. —Morning Chronicle, 


MEMOIRS OF PRINCE CHARLES STUART, 


COMMONLY CALLED THE ‘ YOUNG PRETENDER,” 
‘WITH NOTICRs OF THE RUBULLION wy 1745. 
BY C. L. KLOSE, ESQ. 
Cheaper edition. 2 vols. 8vo, with Portrait, #18. bound. 
“This work say juatly sim the oredit of being the fullest and 
most authentic narrative of this great era of English history.’— 


MEMOIRS AND LITERARY REMAINS 
OF LADY JANE GREY, 


BY SIR HARRIS NICHOLAS. 
1 vol. 8yo, 88. 6d. bound. 


HISLORY AND BlOGRAPAY, 


MEMOIRS OF 
MADEMOISELLE DE MONTPENSIER; 


GBAND-DAUGHTER OF HENRI QUATRE, AND KIECR OF HENRIETTA 
MARIA OF ENGLAED, 


WRITTEN BY HERSELF. 
EDITED FROM THE FRENCH. 
8 vols, post Gyo, with Portrait, 31s. éd. bound, 


‘This illustrious lady, who was styled “La Grande Ma- 
demoiselle,” acquired a widely-spread well-merited renown on 
account of the extraordinary naturo of the enter 9 in which she 
‘was 80 conspicuously engaged. She was related to the great Condé, 
and took a leading part in the events of the troublous times in which 
the lived—a part, indeed, fitted rather for a captain- than for 
one of her gentle sex and high station; but in which, however, she 

juitted herself to admiration, 

ae with the chivalrous spirit of the age, eeonele de Mont- 
Rensior icine: the. Lang of Si mroeis goa se semis ciponlt 60 
thee boon Panes the soak of that femece comederncre By het 

a8 “the soul,” ous 
connexion with it, she forfeited the Queeuly crown. Serene, beat pai 
involving herseé ‘im many subsequent disasters. 
could her from pure el pe peering en in of her 
Gale land she raver once $8 in her devotion to the cause which 


ter tions remarkable adventures, Mademoiselle de Montpensier 
nignalized herself in an especial manner mognne dura the la evi toggle 

her party—-the Battle of St. Antoine, Reckless of 

in the thickest of the fight, oe animated the 4] se ie 
jevoted band of heroes under Condé, who so distinguished themselves 
on that cecasion; and, by her courage and address, succeeded in res~ 
eulng them from the dangers by which they were environed. 

‘The subsequent career of “La Grande Mademoiselle” assumes 5 
more pacific character. She was no less distinguished in love than in 
war, having been importuned by a host cf suitors, who aspired to 
the honour ofher hand; and, at one time, her destiny sepped likely to 
he linked to tha of hor great warrior-relative, Condé. 
the overtures of kings and Delnasyamong hon may by ment 
Charles the Second of England,—this Sovereign Princess finally fixed 
her affection upon the Cadet of a noble houso—-the Duke de Leuzun, 
the same who rendered such good service to the Queen of James the 
Second, and who was conspicuoas alike by his birth snd bis . 
For him no sacrifice appeared too great to be made by her—no trial of 
‘strength and constancy of woman's love, too severe. Her mitosiaren 

may be sald to combine the charm of romance with the suthen- 
tity of history. . 





ne 


MR, COLBURN’S NEW PYBLICATIONS, 


MEMOIRS OF LADY HESTER STANHOPE, 


Comprising her Opinions, and Anscdotes of the most remarkeble Persons 
7 of her Tima, 


Cheaper Edition, 3 vols, post Svo, with portraits, &c., 21e. bound. 

‘These memoirs must interest all clasecs of readers. Throughout 
the whole of the brillint period of the life of her oncle, Mr. Pitt, 
Lady Hester Stanhope (who was the partner of his secret counsels) 
was drawn into daily intercourse with the most remarkable people of 


tge—stateamon, wits, diplomatiats, men of letters and science, 
pall er, fashion and celebrity, and all the members of the royal 
family, with whom sbe was upon terms of familiar futimncy. 


These volumes are xuch a8 n0 one who takes them up can esuily Tay 
dowa,”— Quarterly Review. 


THE SEVEN YEARS TRAVELS 
LADY HESTER STANHOPE, 


FORMING TUN COMPLETION OF KER MIMOTRS. 
Cheaper Bétio, 3 vols, post Gro, with numerous Mlstaons 





“This work ia intended to jasotion the ‘ Memoirs of Lady Hestor 
Stanhope.’ Aa the ‘ Memoirs’ embraced = period of about fifteen years, 
i hor? = traced the causes which led to the a mee I of 

er ‘a someon! at visionary Empire in the re - vols” 
take uy mie history from the time she quitted England, and, by 
© faithful nurrative ‘of her extraordinary advent show the rise 
and growth of her Oriental greatness. A distinct 
drawn between this and all other booke of travele in 
honsts of a heroine who marches at the head of Arab riben 










troops to carry Sre and eword into the fearful passes re 
mountainous country to avenge the death of © murdered traveller— 

and who then goes defenceloss and unprotected to sit down « sojourner 
in the midut of them.” 


THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON’S MAXIMS 
AND OPINIONS; 


‘WITH A BIOGRAPHICAL INTRODUCTION. 
tothe Paracas in Gro, wie Portrait, 12s, bound, D ¢ 
6 it at hes Published respecting the ke 
Wellington.” Zimnes. s hata 


HISTORY AND BIOGRAPIUY. 9 


MISS BURNEY'S DIARY. 
VOLS. VE AND VIL, COMPLETING THE WORK, 


THE DIARY AND LETTERS 
MADAMNE D’ARBLAY, 


AUTHOR OF “ EVELINA,” “CECILIA,” &c, 
Tncluding the period of her residence at the Court of Queen Charlotte, 
EDITED BY HER NIECE. 


CRITICAL OPINIONS, 

“Madame d'Arblay lived to be = clessic, ‘Time set on her fame, 
before she went hence, that seal which in seldom set except on the 
fame of tho departed. All those whom we bare been accustomed to 
revere ae intellectual patriarchs seemed children when compared with 
her; for Burke had sat up all night toresd ber writings, and Johnson 
had pronounced her superior to Fielding, when Rogers wan still a 
schoolboy, and Southey still in petticoats, Her Diay ip wit 
her earliest and best manuer; in true women’s English, clear, 
and lively. It ought to be conaalted by every person who wishes to 
be well acquainted with the history of our literature and our manuerk 
The account which she gives of the king's illness will, we thiok, be 
more valued by the huatorians of a futore age then aoy equal portions 

re 


of Popys’ or Evolyn’s Duories.”—Edinburgh 
«Re publication will take its place im the libraries beside Walpole 
has been the most egrecable 
r 


and Boswell.” —Literary 

“In our minds, this delightful 
variety of the season, Alise Burney’s firat volume ought to be 
beside Boswel to which it formaan excellent sapplement,”. . 

“*A work unequalled in literary and social value by any thing eles of 
a similar kind in the language.” —Naval and Military Gazette, 
in work may be considered a kind of supplement to Boswell’s 
Life of Johnson. it is a beautifal pictore of society a8 it existed in 
vanoners, taste, and literature, m the early period of the reign of George 
the Third, deawn by a pencil ax vivid and brillient aa thet of any of 
the celebrated persons who composed the circle,” Messenger. 

‘Mise Bumey’s Diary, sparkling with wit, tooming with lively 
anecdote, and delectable gossip, and fall of sound and discreet views 
of persue ond things, will be ‘perused with interest by all classes of 






























readera.”-—: 

“Thig work presenta an unrivalled combisation of attraction. 
‘Phot extraordinary man Johnson is painted far better than be is by 
Boswell,”=—Court Journal. ; 

“We know not when we have been #0 delighted with a book ss 
with Miag Burnoy’s Diary. Every pogo teoms with interest”— 
Weekly Chronicle. 


10 MR. COLBURN'S XEW PUBLICATIONS. 


MEMOIRS OF PRINCE ALBERT; 
AND THE HOUSE OF SAXONY. 


Second Edition, revised, 
tote tr 
The best and most euthentic Work on the subject of the Prince 
Consort end his Family."—John Bull. 





THE SECOND VOLUME OF 
LORD BROUGHAM’S LIVES OF MEN OF 
LETTERS AND SCIENCE, 


‘WHO ¥LOURISHED DURING THE REIGN OF GEORGE Ili, 
Apax Bi Ay ea ere , 
Comprising Avant Sarre (with an analytical view of his gteat work), 
‘a vouniea, Grenow, Bit Sir J. Bawxs, D’AtEmpent, and Dr. pi 
‘Royal 8¢0, with Portraits, 212, bound, 


WOMAN AND I TER MASTER; 


OR, THE MISTORY OF THE FEMALE SEX FROM THE 
WARLIEST PERIOD TO THE PRESENT DAY. 
BY LADY MORGAN. 
Cnenper Edition, a role, poat Bo, 1. bound. 
“Lady Morgan has imparted to the cham of romance, 
We luce rend’ her setion oF rapid” but brfiont ad ‘izorous sketches 
with an interest which many a Novel fala to excite.”—Weekly Chronicle. 


MEMOIRS OF THE 
LITERARY LADIES OF ENGLAND. 


BY MRS. ELWOOD. 
‘Cheaper Edition. 2 vols,, post 810, with portraits, 128. bound. 

The Merary ladies of ‘Eoglowd forms ¢ brilisat Hat, taeny of the most 
toantifal end permanently neeful portions of oar lteraare being the pro- 
ductions of fommsle pens. A collection of memoirs of those eminent pet- 
fons was much wanted, and Mrs. Elwood’s work supplies the desideratam, 
Ie will furnish, ily to young reader of bar own a, much ingtrae- 
tive matter in an Chronicle. 





LIFE OF WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR, 
Br THOMAS ROSCOE, Ea. 
1 vol., small 870, with Portrait, 
“This life of the Conqueror ia the firat attempt made to do full justice 
to his character and talents.”—Britaania, 
“From various sources Mr. Roscoe bes drawn fects which heve never 
‘yot uppeared in relation to the life of William the Conqueror.” Weekly 


HISTORY AND BIOGRAPIIY. taT 





MEMOIRS OF LADY SUNDON; 


AND OF THE 


COURT OF QUEEN CAROLINE, CONSORT OF 
GEORGE IL; 


Tucluding Letters of the most Celebrated Persons of the Time, 
‘wow First Published from the Originals, 
By Mrs, THOMSON, 
Author of “ Momairs of the Court of Henry VOL," &e. 
2 vols., poat Bvo, with Portraits, 24s, bound, 

We recommend this work to geaeral circulation, not less for ite 
Lari iirocees 8 ‘aa record of Court peraonatitios than for its historical 
value.” —. 

ay ‘Sundon was the Queen’s Premier—at once her favourite atten- 
dant and chief Minister, hers ‘bad correspondence with the most eminent 
ami most notorious persons of ber time, and hence her Memoirs become 
veritable and amusing silustrations of the Court of George II, Wa cou- 
ecientiously recommend the volames,”—Britennic, 


LETTERS OF TIE KINGS OF ENGLAND; 


Now first collected from tho Originals in Roral and fom 
other authent seers pict as well 

ction und Notes, by J. 0, 

we &e. Sheree Edition. 2 vols, ‘post 870, 









“A valuable addition to our mass of historic materiale—as valu. 


able no doubt, as almost soy other that hes eppoared in our time,” — 
Atheneum, 








jings and doings of our sovereigus told by 
it more ane than in any work we are 
Literary Gazette, 


LETTERS OF ROYAL & ILLUSTRIOUS LADIES 
OF GREAT BRITAIN, 
“ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 
Now frat published fom the Original, with Tatrodactory Notices, 
1 MARY 'VERETT WOOD. 
Cheaper Raiden. “5 vole Post Svo, with Faosimile Avtogrepbs, fe, 


“This collection of letters ii iy ‘very curious food very valuable, The 
general reader will derive great instruction from ita Moet and the 
reader of history will find it of considerable servios, editrens bas 
accomplished well a remarkably laborious tesk. She has collected 
together the letters of the most é ittusrioes women of England, whore 
live a over a pee oe honey Oy o half a has 
taken infinite peins to ren subjeot of the letters intelligible to 
the reader by prafixing notes, varying in length es the occasion 
requires. The work certainly deserves « wide sucessa~Stauday ‘Tims. Tina. 








12 MN. COLBURN’S NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





BURKE'S PEERAGE AND BARONETAGE, 


‘New axp Revisep Eprrion, 
Correated throughout from the persons! commanicstions of the Nobility, 
&e., and containing sll the New Creations. In 1 vol. (comprising as 
much matter an twenty ition volumes), with opwardt of 1800 Ea- 
gravings of Ams, &o., 38s 
“Mr, Burke's ‘Peerage and Baronetage’ is the most complete, the 
most convenient, and the cheapest work of the kind ever offered to the 
Pte Berke nd Baronetage’ ly th fee! 
bd Bari ecrage a is certain! 8 moat perfect 
and comprehensive enceclopedia of personal end nelvonal Bato over 
i 5 eombiniog surprising accuracy and important in- 
ation, with the greatest brevity and clearness, and exhibiting, in a 
condensed and lucid form, the lives and wements of tha many 
ant men who havo shed lostro on the rolls of our nobility, from the 
[oled barons of Cressy and Agincourt, to the heroes of Blenheim 
tsad Waterloo," —Cilobe, 


BURKE'S DICTION ARY 


EXTINCT, DORMANT, "AND ABEYANT 


PEERAGES OF ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, AND 
IRELAND. 


A COMPANION TO ALL OTHSE PEBRAGES. 

Cheaper Edition, beautifully peas in one volume, Gyo, contoining 
800 double colamn pages, 214. bound. 

It abould be particularly noticed that this work vppertaine nearly as 
mach to extant as to extinct persons of distinction; for though dignities 
pasa awry, it rarely ovoars that whole families do, 


MEMOIRS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS; 


Com; the Lives of the Speakers ond Eminent Statesmen, and 
Loman fom the Convention Pediamont of 1688-9; tsthe nergy of 
Reform Bill in 1682 5 


BY WM. CHARLES TOWNSEND, ESQ,, M.A. 
‘AECORDER OF MACCLESFIELD. 
Cheaper Edition, 2 vols, 8¢0, 212. bound. 

“Mach usafal and curious information is scattered throughout these 
volames."—Quarterly Review. 
wT tie ae oppor tunity of eokaowlodging the velusble assistance which 
Thave on. ‘ovcasiona received from Mr. Townsend's ‘History of the 
Horse of Commons.’ ”—Lord Oamphell—Lives of the Chancellors. 


























HISIORY AND BIOGKAPNY. 13 


“REMINISCENCES OF 


PRINCE TALLEYRAND; 
Edited from the Papers of othe late late Mt COLMACHE, the’ Princo’s 
2 vale poy 8¥0, ie nace 





LUE AND LETTERS OF 


THE EMPRESS JOSEPHINE. 
BY MADEMOISELLE DUCREST. 
Cheaper Edition. 3 vols., small €vo, 188.—The samo in French, 


MEMOIRS OF THE 
COURT OF MARIE ANTOINETTE. 


By MADAME CAMPAN, First Lady of the Bedchamber to the 
Cheaper Edition, in 2 vols. 8vo, with Portraits, 12x,—The same in 
Freuch. 


“We have seldom perused so entertaining a work-—it is as a mirror 
of the most splendid court of Europe, at a time when monarch; i) 
not been shorn of any of ite earns, ‘that it ia perth wort] 
our attention.” —Aforning 


MEMOIRS OF THE QUEENS OF FRANCE. 
BY MRS, FORBES BUSI. 

Dedicated, by permission, to her Majesty the Qusxx or ru Frexcu, 

and including a Memoir of ber Alsjesty. Chesper Edition. In 2 vole. 

post Byo, with Portraits, 122, ound. 

“This charmiog Work com bags poe ‘2 separate Memoir of eve! 
of France from the earliest of ber annals to the prosent time, The 
work of Mrs. Bush cannot fail of being s desirable acquisition to every 
Hbrezy in the kingdom.”— Sux, 


MEMOIRS OF 
THE BABYLONIAN PRINCESS, 


MARIA THERESA ASMAR, 
DAUGHTER OF EMIR ADALLAH ASMARS 
Containing = narrative of her residence in Mesopotamia, 
‘Monnt Lebanon, Kurdistan, Ispahan, Teberan, and ‘Shires, fo Together 
‘with an account of her travels in Italy, France, England, &c. 
Dedicated, by permission, to Her Majesty the Queen Dowager. 
2 vola, post 8yo, with Portrait, 218, bound. 
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STORY OF THE PENINSULAR WAR. 


BY THE MARQUIS OF LONDONDERRY. 


A Companion Volume to the ** Story of the Battle of Waterloo.” 
With six Portraits and Map, 7s. 6d. bound, 


Te isthe objet of thi publication to prsent the English Nation with 

jeratum—A COMPLETE HISTORY OF THE 
, down to the peace of 1814, in the amallest pos- 
‘sible compass, and at 40 moderate a cost, ax to be accessible to all classes 
of readers ; und iti confidently trusted that thia narrative, as oompleted 
by ita ahlo Edvtr, will tity a who take an interost vn the glorious period 
to which it refers, and will be regarded as a wortby and indispenesble 
companion to The Story of the Battle of Waterloo.” 





THE NEMESIS IN CHINA; 


COMPRISING 
4 COMPLETE HISTORY OF THD WAR IN THAT COUNTRY 5 


With a Particular Account of the Cotoxy or Hona-Kona. 
From Notes of Capt. W. I. HALL, B.N., and Personal Obser- 
vations by W. D. BERNARD, Esgq., A.M., Oxon. 
OBAPER EDITION, With 2 new Introduction, 
1 Volume, with Maps and Plates, 10s. 6d. bound. 
The most amasing and instructive voyage that hos appeared since the 
days of Anaon.”—Sun. 
“ A work which will take its place beside that of Captain Cook in the 
annals of the maritime history of this country.”— Weekly Chronicle. 
"This js the most important publiostion that has appeared respecting 
our late contest with China. In atl that relates to the Nemesis espe- 
cially, end ta the naval operations of the Expedition, it i te 
wie most lively and stirring interest.”—Naval and Military 








TRAVELS IN ALGERIA. 
BY VISCOUNT FEILDING AND CAPTAIN KENNEDY, 


2 vols,, post Svo, with Llvstrations, 218, bound. 

“+ We feel special plossure in recommondin i 
fertaining work a1 oas which throws much light oa the customs and 
condition of a brave but saixtenais yocpie. and affords much valuable 
information as to <li that is im the country they inhabit,” 
—Hood's Magazine. 








TiIStORICAL AND POLITICAL, 15 


REVELATIONS OF RUSSIA. 
By an ENGLISH RESIDENT. 

Third edition, revised by the Author, with additional Notes, and 
brought down to the present time, 2 vols, post So, with Ilnatra- 
tlons, 212, bound. 

“Buch books as the *Reveletions of Russia’ ere to be had only for 
their weight In gold; and { koow an instance where as much as 
500 roubles (about 222.) were paid for the loan of a copy.’—Latter from 
St. Petersburgh, in the Atheneum, 


RUSSIA UNDER THE AUTOCRAT 
NICHOLAS I. 


By IVAN GOLOVINE, a Russax Suusncr. 
Cheaper Edition, @ vols., with a full length Portrait of the Emperor, 
16s, bound. 


“These are volumes of an oxtromely interesting nature, emanatin; 
from the pen of a Russian, noble by birth, who bas escaped beyons 
the resch of the Czar’s power, The merits of the work are very con- 
widerable. 3t throws s new Ii on the of the empire—its 

ect, political aad, domestic te repre 0, employte ah at a 
paluce, court, and capital; its police len; jepraved wt a 
Rer—Sunday Timer.” , : 


REVELATIONS OF SPAIN. 
By T. M. HUGHES, Faq, 
Second Edition, revised and corrected. 2 vols. post Bro, is, bound. 
“A very clever book—~the result of considerable experience.”"—~E's- 
«As 8 pletore of the actual stato of Spain, thie work is intensely 
Interesting. We cannot too strongly recommend it to the notice of 


the render. There is scarcely any subject of interest connected with 
Spain and its iohabitants that the author bar not bandied in detail.” 





REVELATIONS OF PORTUGAL, 


AND NARRATIVE OF AN OVERLAND JOURNEY 
TO LISBON. 
BY T. M, HUGHES, ESQ. 


- Szconp Eprriox. 2 rola, post Svo, 212, bound. 
+ Mr, Hughes’ rolames are fall of entertainment, snd contain mucl 
valuable information on the real state of the Peninsale.”—Britannia. 


16 MR. COLBURN'S NEW PUBLICAIIONS. 


LORD CASTLEREAGI?S NARRATIVE 
OF HIS JOURNEY TO DAMASCUS, 


THROUGH EGYPT, NUBIA, ARABIA PETRA, PALES- 
TINE, AND SYRIA, 
¥ vols, post 8vo, with Ilustrations, bond. 
“These volumes are replete with new impressions, and are oa; 
sharncterised by great power of lively and graphle desription’ 


onthly, 
“Lord Cs g's Jor inelades his Lordship’s voyage up the 
wisn Ease ste a Fy 8, Ba 
‘Thebes, and all the wonderful monaments of the ancient world acceasi 
to the traveller—hie virits to Mount Stoai and other places famous in Bib- 
lical history——bis descriptions of Bethlebers, Jerusalem, aod the sacred 
*localines of Christianity—bis characteristic eketches of the modern 
Bayptians, Arabs, Armeniens, Jews, Droses, and Tarks, and his personel 
recollections of Mohemet Ali and the nobles of his Court, the great 
Sheike of the Desert, and the Princesses of the Lebavoc. To future tour- 
ists {o the East the work will be extremely valuable,” —Globe. 


NARRATIVE OF AN 
OVERLAND JOURNEY ROUND THE 
WORLD. 


BY SIR GEORGE SIMPSON, 
COVERNOR-IN-CUIEL OF THD HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY'S TERRITORIES 


IN NORTH AMERICA. 
@ vols, 8vo, with Map, &., 314. 8d. bound. 

«Phe great novelty of this expedition arises from {ts baring beer 
ipally performed OVERLAND. ‘The position and influence of th 
‘aod scientific sttainments, have jed him to make exten- 
ive additions to our limited knowledge of the various interesting portions 
x the Elobe which “ traversed, Tue contributions bed she geoerephy of 
the great Amencan Continent, in particular, over whicl 
from Canada to Vancouver, will be found extremely valuable, as well es 
hia notices of the various tribes of the aborigines with whom he came in 
contact—his residence at Sitka, aod account of the Aleutian Archipelago 
a-his descriptions of Kamechatke and Siberie—and his journeys over 
those vast regions of the Russina Empire, concerning which we bave 
hitherto received such scanty informetion.” 

“© A more valuable or instructive work, or cue more full of perilos 
adventure aud heroic enterprise, we have never met with.”~Johe Bull. 

«It deserves to be & standard work in all libraries, end it will beoome 
10,"—-Messeager. 

“The countries of which this work gives us anew knowledge are 
bably destined to act with great power on our interests, some a6 the rivals 
of our commerce, some as the depots of our manufactures, and some a5 
the recipients of ‘that overflow of population which Enrope is now pour- 
ing out from all her fields on the open wilderness of the world.” Black. 
wood's Magazine, 





















YOYAGES AND 1RAVELS, Vv 


HTOCHELAGA; 
OR, ENGLAND IN THE NEW WORLD. 
Edited by ELIOT WARBURTON, Esq. 
Author of “ THE CRESCENT AND THE CROSS.” Third Edition. 
2 yola., post Bro, with iltuatretions, #12. bound. 

“We recommend  Hochelagu’ most heartily, incase any of our reeders 
aay at yet bo unacquainted with it.”— Review. 

“This work has alresdy reached third edition. We sball be sur- 
prised if it donot go throngh many, It possesses almost every quolifon- 
tion of a ba book~-grace, variety, end vigour of stylo—a concentrated 
power of description, which bau all the effect of elabarate painting —info 
mation ly collected. aad judiciously communieated—aound and e1 
inged views important questions—a hearty sud generous love of coun- 
try=-and the whole pervaded by ® refined but sometimes cauatic humour, 

wbion | imparts a constant attraction to its pages. We ean cordielly rocom- 
mend it to our renders, aa well for the amusement of its lighter portion: 
the virid brillianey of its descriptions, and the solid information it eont@ins 
respecting Counda, and tho position generally of Englfad ia the new 
world.”—Jolin Bull. 


NARRATIVE OF THE 
TEN YEARS’ VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 


ROUND TITE WORLD, . 
OF H.M.S. ADVENTURE AND BEAGLE, 


UNDER THE COMMAND.OF CAPTAINS KING a viTznor. 


Cheaper Edition, in 2 large Vols, svo, with Maps, Charts, and upwardsof Sixty 
iMlugtrations, by Landseer, and ofbet eminent Artist, price It Iie, ed. bosnd. 
{" Ove of the most interesting narratives of voyaging tnat tt has fallen to our 
Jot to a which mast abwaysceceyy acatingaisbed spece i the history 
ot acleotiae nerigation™ 2 
‘These volames deta 
whedaeatan manatee arrevntes Enea 
fe Globe, and add com iy ta 

‘and Netural History, and of the tint, of of foe Aborigines” 
found in them the materials of two ‘Works, embracing every thing worthy 
gf otc ln fn expels devi prado nen ean er ‘The frst volume 
~-Yelates to the expedition under his command, with 
i by Maley Sablng, BA. €-R-5 containing Uieeotelons ou the’ aag- 

ere obwervations made during the voyage. The sesood volume ‘8b ty Carta 
ert Fitaroy, and relates to the second voyage, ix, giving the 
determination of Many ‘poaitions and msssarements of muecthan distencent ‘and 
Other nacticel information. The work is beaurfully Mlustrated with etchings and 
sperayings.on steel by Mr. Landscer and other emfoent artiata, rom drawings by 
Me. Basie and with Charts and Plane by Mr. Ganiaer end 
fesere, Walker | aud aa eutiealy new Map of South America, Uy ir. J; Arrow: 
fraithy in which the postion ‘of places may be ascertaloed to within Tess than two 
tullos; Ip the volumes notices willbe found of the Cape Yerd, Fultinnd, and other 
Inands in the Atlantic Ocern—of the coasts of Bouth America, from Pernsantiueo to 
Guayaqall—of the Galopagos lelands—tho dangeroas Archipelago, or Low Inlands 
—~Otahelte—New Zesland—Auatralia—The Keeling Inlande—Manritine—the Cape 


96 G0 Nove, Os. 
N.B. . Darwin's Journal of the Geology and Natural History ofthe oyage 
sey be hed fn w tagle volasne, 6¥9, peice ies, bound 
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THREE YEARS IN CONSTANTINOPLE, 
OR, DOMESTIC MANNERS OF THE TURKS. 
By CHARLES WHITE, Esq. 
Cheaper Edition, 8 vale» Post Svo, with $4 Teatrations, from Orginal 
“Mz, White's useful work is well worthy of the ettentive study of 
All who would know Turkey as it is. It msy be safely taken ana text 
hook, with respect to Turkey, its people, and its manners. Foil, 
searching, complete, it wil! dissipate many pref diepel many 
‘ygue notions popularly entertuned of che souch maligned Turka’— 
forning Chronicle, 











TRAVELS IN KASIMERE, 
Thy Countries adjoining the Mouatsin Course of the Indus, and the 
‘¢ Mimolaya, North of the Punjab. 
BY G. 7. VIGNR, ESQ,, F.G.8. 
Cheaper Edition. 
2 vole, Bro, with a valuable Mep, engraved under the sanction of the 
Hon, Hast India Company, and 22 Iltustretions, 1s. bound, 
“These volumes place their author in the foremost rank smonget 
‘the adventurous travellers who lave explored the jeslous regions con- 
tiguoos to the British Indian Empire, io the condition of which we hare 
reason to feel so deep en interest,”"—Herald, 


LETTERS 


TROM THE 


SIIORES OF THE MEDITERRANEAN. 
BY LISUTENANT-COLUNEL NAPIER. 
2 vols., post 8vo, with JMustretions. Ir, bound, 


TRAVELS AND TRAVELLERS. 
BY MRS. TROLLOPE. 
Authoress of “ Ths Barnabys,” “The Robertses,” &c. 
2 vols, post Bvo, 2le. bound, 


A WINTER IN ITALY. 
BY MRS. ASHTON YATES 
# vole. post Gro, 2t2, bound. 
«Mra, Yates’ Letters indicate a mind of the highest intellectual eul- 
ture”——Quarteriy Review, 





VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 19 
LORD LINDSAY'S LETTERS ON THE HOLY 
LAND. 


ined and corrected, one vol., post 8v0, 10x. 6d. bound. 
has flt and recosded what he saw with the wisdom 
and the faith of an enlightened Chriatian,”—Quar- 





THE CRESCENT AND THE CROSS; 


on, 
ROMANCE AND REALITIES OF EASTERN TRAVEL. 
By ELIOT B. G. WARBURTON, Esq. 
Sixth edition, 2 yols., with numerous Ulustrations, 214, bound. 
 Romarkable for its colouring power and play of fancy, its useful 
and interesting information. Among its greatest and lasti 
charms is its reverent and scrious spirit.” —Quarterly Review, 


LETTERS FROM THE EAST. 
BY JONN CARNE, XSQ. 
Welton during » Tous rah Turk, Beye, Arabi the Moly 





Cheaper Edition, 3 vols., 18s. 

4: Ni. Gate's works aro rendered ly y veluabto by tho graphia 
descriptions written oo the spo, resent actadl state of the 
pieces Ac have been the aeetbesof tse ireat cyents recorded in 

?—-Courier. 


TRAVELS IN PALESTINE, 


Through the countries of Bashan and Gilead, East of the River Jordan; 
including a visit to the Cities of Geraza and Gamala, in tho 


BY J. 8. BUCKINGHAM, ESQ. . 
Cheaper Edition, 2 vole, 8vo. With numerous Engravings, 218. 


Also, by the samo Author, 
TRAVELS IN MESOPOTAMIA, 


Tochuding @ Journey to the Ur of the Chaldees, and the Ruins of 
‘Ninerch and Babylon. 
Cheaper Hanes 9 2 ire sos with Baiety Engravings, 218. 


TRAVELS IN ASSYRIA, 3 MEDIA, & PERSIA, 


2 volt, 8¥0, 218. 

‘These volumes conclude tho series of the author's Journeys in the 
East, which present the reader, not only with the modern condition of 
the interesting countries described, but the results of personal inves- 
tigations as to their antiquities, which enables the author to throw 
light upoa ancient history; and also upon the inspired writings.” 


22 MR, COLBURN’S NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





THE JESUIT AT CAMBRIDGE 
BY SIR GEORGE STEPHEN. 
2 yols., post 870, 216. bound. 

“ One of tho best written novels published for many years, both as 
‘regards its excellent purpose and vigorous style, Nothing can be more 
exact to truth than the euther’s painting of the scence of college 

“'Dhis vigotous protest against Jesuitial growth displays eonsum, 
mate literary tact, and is & predastion of into talent Somerset 

jazel 


ZENON; 
AN HISTORICAL NARRATIVE. 
By the Rev. RICHARD COBBOLD, M.A. 
Second Edition, 3 vols., post 8vo, 218, bound. 

“Tho Sucdeni of this work ‘are nt once various and striking and 
moral an jous truths of great importance are a an 
Howerfully oxreued, The werk hes pitied. sao mach tears 
Histo oon elacerely recooumend is to our readers.” "—Alessenger, 

By te ane Author, Ad 


TIE INSTORY OF MARGARET CATCHPOLE, 
A SUFFOLK GIRE. 
Fifth Edition, 1 vol., with Illustrations, 10s. 6d. bound. 
“Truth in stranger then ae We have here a veritable history 
pe prpamed ae a ioe Senta Noa @ to be found 


romiele, 
ae wed into the ‘of one volume, this biography will 
become ¢ standard work.”"-—Britennia. * ey 


is 
THE HISTORY OF MARY ANNE WELLINGTON, 
THE SOLDIER'S DAUGHTER, WIFE, & WIDOW. 
DEDICATED, BY EXPRESS PERMISSION, TO HER MAJESTY THR 
QUEEN DOWAGER. 
Second Edition, 1 vol, with Ilustrations, 10s. 6d. bound. 

“This interesting work we have no doubt will attain « greater popu 

larity even than Catehpole” Times, 
“in this ‘most interesting we have the stirring scenes of a 
soldier's life, apd there of he See, wife, and widow, under the 
for’ all the energies of a manly 











ives of extraordinary events, 





POETRY. 23 


KING ARTHOR. 
BY THE AUTHOR OF “THE NEW TIMON.” 
Post Bo, 53. 


THE NEW TIMON: 


A POETICAL ROMANCE. 
Fourth edition, 1 vol. post 8vo, 6s. boand. 

“One of the most remarkable poems of the resent generttion—re- 
te in a threefold degree—its conception being atrictly original— 
its language snd imagery now—ite tendoucy eminently moral, It bas 
hoauties of no ordmary lustre; the animus of the work in casentially 
bumanising, its plot ingenious, and ita effect altogether bold, harmo- 
‘nd originsl. No poom’ of equal length has issued from the 
sty ot for enamber of years, with any thing approsching to 
New Timon,'—it augurs’ a resuscitation of our 

Bardi tie" Bon 


POETICAL WORKS OF TORACE SMITH, 


ONE OF THE AUTHORS OF “ REJECTED ADDRESSES.” 
Now First Collected, 2 vols,, post 8vo, with Portrait, 12%. bound. 


“A host of readers we are confident will participate in our grati- 
fication at the publication of these volumes, for Horace Smith is now 
amongst the English classics."—Naval and Bfildary Gazette, 

“Tn this work the reader will find, uot only Christmas rending for 

day in the year, but as abundant proof of honest choerfalnoss, 
manly warmth of heting, and gennioe enjeyment of every thing e 
able, ax in any two hearty little volumes of tho same rizo in the 
language.” —Eaaminer. 


- POETICAL 
WORKS OF BARRY CORNWALL. 


8 vols, small 8¥o, 216. 

“Tt is delightfel to turn awhile from moral and political animosities 
to the unalloyed sweets of much poetry ss Mr. Cornwall's; and to 
refresh our fancies, and strengthen and compose our good affections 

among the images of love soe Donut an gently sympathy and sorrow, 
with which it everywhere presenta Us” "Revise, 




















24 MR. COLBURN ’S NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


THE QALL AND THE HAMLET. 
By WILLIAM HOWITT. 


Author of “ The Book of the Seasons,” “ Rural Life in England,” &c., 
2 vola, post Sro. 21s. bound. 

“This work is fall of delightful sketches and sweet and enchanting 
pictures of raral life, and we have uo doubt will be read not only at 
the homestead of the farmer, but at the mansion of the squire, or 
the castle of the lord, with ‘gratifestion and delight. In these ro- 
Jumes there is more originality, more Wit, more hunious, more pathos, 
‘than in any of those which havo already issued from the same pen.” — 
Sunday Times. 


CHEAP LIBRARY OF ENTERTAINMENT, 


Eloguntly bound in 18 Volumes, price only Ge. each, printed uniformly with 
Byron and Scott, and bonutifully embellished with the Portraits of the 
‘Authors, and other Engravings, by the Findens and other eminent Artists, 


COLBURNS STANDARD NOVELS; 
A 


Select Collection of the best Works of Fiction of the moat Dis- 
tingulahed Modern English Writere, which cannot he procured in any 
other collection, 
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«+ Colburn’s Standard Novole’ 
fiction that have most tended, 
to elevate this description of literature. 
concentration of imaginative genius.”—Globe. 

“A troly popular andertaking, ‘The series so got ap and embel- 
Hished, and so cheap, must extend the fame even of the author of 
*Pelham,”—Literary Gazette, 

‘What an admirable opportunity is bere presented to such as are 
shout to form a select library of fiction !”—Sun. 
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